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Books and Monographs

Helland, E. and A. Tabarrok. 2019. Why Are the Prices So D*mn High? Mercatus Center, GMU.

Cowen, T. and A. Tabarrok. 2018. Modern Principles of Economics, 4th edition.

A. Tabarrok. 2011. Launching the Innovation Renaissance: A new path to bring smart ideas to
market faster. TED Books (e-book).

Cowen, T and A. Tabarrok. 2009. Modern Principles: Microeconomics. Worth Publishers.

Cowen, T and A. Tabarrok. 2009. Modern Principles: Macroeconomics. Worth Publishers.

Tabarrok, Alexander and E. Helland. 2006. Judge and Jury: American Tort Law on Trial. Oakland,
CA. The Independent Institute.

Tabarrok, Alexander and E. Helland. 2005. Two Cheers for Contingent Fees. Washington, D.C. AEI
Press.

Tabarrok, Alexander (ed.). 2003. Changing the Guard: Private Prisons and the Control of Crime.
The Independent Institute.

Tabarrok, Alexander (ed.). 2002. Entrepreneurial Economics: Bright Ideas from the Dismal
Science. Oxford University Press.

Beito, David, Peter Gordon and Alexander Tabarrok (eds). 2002. The Voluntary City: Choice,
Community, and Civil Society. University of Michigan Press.

Tabarrok, A. and D. Klein. 2002. FDAReview.org - an extensive website on the history and
evaluation of the FDA, equivalent in printed form to a monograph or a short book. Peer reviewed
by Sam Peltzman, Henry Miller, founding director of the FDA's Office of Biotechnology, Paul Rubin
and other FDA experts.

Cowen, T., P. Brook-Cowen, and A. Tabarrok. 1992. An Analysis of Proposals for Constitutional
Change in New Zealand. Wellington: New Zealand Business Roundtable.

Academic Publications

Cowen, Tyler, and Alexander T. Tabarrok. 2023. “How to Learn and Teach Economics with
Large Language Models, Including GPT.” SSRN Scholarly Paper. Rochester, NY.
https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4391863.
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Bjoerkheim, Markus B, and Alex Tabarrok. 2022. “Covid in the Nursing Homes: The US
Experience.” Oxford Review of Economic Policy 38 (4): 887-911.
https://doi.org/10.1093 /oxrep/grac033.

Kominers, Scott Duke, and Alex Tabarrok. 2022. “Vaccines and the Covid-19 Pandemic:
Lessons from Failure and Success.” Oxford Review of Economic Policy 38 (4): 719-41.
https://doi.org/10.1093 /oxrep/grac036.

Omberg, Robert Tucker, and Alex Tabarrok. 2022. “Is It Possible to Prepare for a Pandemic?”
Oxford Review of Economic Policy 38 (4): 851-75. https://doi.org/10.1093 /oxrep/grac035.

Tabarrok, Alex. 2022. “William Baumol and the Cost Disease.” In Research in the History of
Economic Thought and Methodology: Including a Symposium on the Work of William J. Baumol:
Heterodox Inspirations and Neoclassical Models, edited by Luca Fiorito, Scott Scheall, and Carlos
Eduardo Suprinyak, 40B:11-26. Research in the History of Economic Thought and Methodology.
Emerald Publishing Limited. https://doi.org/10.1108/S0743-41542022000040B003.

Wiecek, Witold, Amrita Ahuja, Esha Chaudhuri, Michael Kremer, Alexandre Simoes Gomes,
Christopher M. Snyder, Alex Tabarrok, and Brandon Joel Tan. 2022. “Testing Fractional Doses of
COVID-19 Vaccines.” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 119 (8).
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2116932119.

Gandhi, Sahil, Vaidehi Tandel, Alexander Tabarrok, and Shamika Ravi. 2021. “Too Slow for the
Urban March: Litigations and the Real Estate Market in Mumbai, India.” Journal of Urban Economics.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jue.2021.103330.

Ahuja, Amrita, Susan Athey, Arthur Baker, Eric Budish, Juan Camilo Castillo, Rachel Glennerster,
Scott Duke Kominers, et al. 2021. “Preparing for a Pandemic: Accelerating Vaccine Availability.” AEA
Papers and Proceedings 111: 331-35. https://doi.org/10.1257 /pandp.20211103.

Cason, Timothy N., Alex Tabarrok, and Robertas Zubrickas. 2021. “Early Refund Bonuses
Increase Successful Crowdfunding.” Games and Economic Behavior 129: 78-95.
https://doi.org/10.1016 /j.geb.2021.05.006.

Castillo, Juan Camilo, Amrita Ahuja, Susan Athey, Arthur Baker, Eric Budish, Tasneem Chipty,
Rachel Glennerster, et al. 2021. “Market Design to Accelerate COVID-19 Vaccine Supply.” Science.
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.abg0889.

Rajagopalan, Shruti, and Alex Tabarrok. 2021. “Simple Rules for the Developing World.”
European Journal of Law and Economics, December. https://doi.org/10.1007 /s10657-021-09716-
3.

Makowsky, Michael D., Thomas Stratmann, and Alex Tabarrok. 2019. “To Serve and Collect: The
Fiscal and Racial Determinants of Law Enforcement.” The Journal of Legal Studies 48 (1): 189-216.
https://doi.org/10.1086/700589.
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Rajagopolan, S. and A. Tabarrok. 2019. “Premature Imitation and India’s Flailing State,” The
Independent Review, 24: 2, pp. 165-186.

Goldschlag, N. and Tabarrok A. 2018. Is Regulation to Blame for the Decline in American
Entrepreneurship? Economic Policy 93 (1):5-44. [Editor’s Choice paper.]

Pizzola, B., & Tabarrok, A. 2017. Occupational licensing causes a wage premium: Evidence from
a natural experiment in Colorado’s funeral services industry. International Review of Law and
Economics 50: 50-59.

Tabarrok, A. 2017. Is the FDA in need of a major change in the way it regulates? Biostatistics
18(3):403-404.

Cowen, T., & Tabarrok, A. 2016. A Skeptical View of the National Science Foundation’s Role in
Economic Research. Journal of Economic Perspectives, 30(3): 235-248.

Tabarrok, A. & N. Goldschlag. 2015. Is Entrepreneurship in Decline? In Understanding the
Growth Slowdown (Brink Lindsey (ed). Cato Institute.

Tabarrok, A. 2015. James Buchanan as Intellectual Entrepreneur. Journal of Private Enterprise,
30(1): 111-115.

Tabarrok, A., & Nowrasteh, A. 2015. Privateers! Their History and Future. Fletcher Security
Review, 2(1). Retrieved from http://www.fletchersecurity.org/

Rajagopalan, S., & Tabarrok, A. 2015. Lessons from Gurgaon, India’s private city. Cities and
Private Planning (pp. 199-231). Edward Elgar Publishing. Retrieved from
http://www.elgaronline.com/view/9781783475056.00018.xml

This paper also resulted in an op-ed in the New York Times: Tabarrok, A., & Rajagopalan, S.
2015, March 16. Designing Private Cities, Open to All. The New York Times. Retrieved from
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03 /17 /opinion/designing-private-cities-open-to-all.html

Dourado, E., & Tabarrok, A. 2015. Public choice perspectives on intellectual property. Public
Choice, 163(1): 129-151.

Cowen, T., Tabarrok, A., 2014. The Industrial Organization of Online Education. AEA Papers and
Proceedings 104, 519-522. d0i:10.1257 /aer.104.5.519

Miller, Shawn, and Alexander Tabarrok. 2014. Ill-Conceived, Even If Competently Administered:

Software Patents, Litigation and Innovation-A Comment on Graham and Vishnubhakat. Econ Journal
Watch 11 (1).

Briggs, Justin Thomas, and Alexander Tabarrok. 2014. Firearms and Suicides in US States.
International Review of Law and Economics 37: 180-88. doi:10.1016/j.irle.2013.10.004.



https://doi.org/10.1093/epolic/eix019
https://doi.org/10.1093/epolic/eix019
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.irle.2017.04.005
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.irle.2017.04.005
https://academic.oup.com/biostatistics/article/doi/10.1093/biostatistics/kxx018/3867054/Discussion-Is-the-FDA-in-need-of-a-major-change-in?guestAccessKey=3de60fdc-f0fc-46f9-ab08-36c9a62add38
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/jep.30.3.235
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/jep.30.3.235
http://www.elgaronline.com/view/9781783475056.00018.xml
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs11127-014-0195-x
http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/aer.104.5.519
http://econjwatch.org/file_download/795/MillerTabarrokJan2014.pdf
http://econjwatch.org/file_download/795/MillerTabarrokJan2014.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S014481881300077X

Tabarrok, Alexander. 2013. Private Education in India: A Novel Test of Cream Skimming.
Contemporary Economic Policy 31(1):1-12.

Helland, E. and A. Tabarrok. 2012. Product Liability and Moral Hazard: Evidence from General
Aviation. Journal of Law and Economics 55(3):593-630.

Tabarrok, Alexander.2012. Fugitives, Outlaws, and the Lessons of Safe Surrender. Criminology
and Public Policy 11(3): 461-471.

Tabarrok, A. 2011. The Bounty Hunter's Pursuit of Justice. The Wilson Quarterly (Winter 2011):
58-61.

Tabarrok, A. From off-label prescribing towards a new FDA. Medical Hypotheses. 72 (1): 11-13.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.mehy.2008.08.009

Tabarrok, Alexander and Helland, Eric. 2009. Measuring Criminal Spillovers: Evidence from
Three Strikes. Review of Law & Economics: Vol. 5 : Iss. 1, Article 11.
http://www.degruyter.com/view/j/rle.2009.5.1/rle.2009.5.1.1326/rle.2009.5.1.1326.xml

Available at: http://www.bepress.com/rle/vol5/iss1/art11

Klein, Daniel B., and Alexander Tabarrok. 2008. Do Off-Label Drug Practices Argue Against FDA
Efficacy Requirements? A Critical Analysis of Physicians' Argumentation for Initial Efficacy
Requirements. American Journal of Economics and Sociology 67, no. 5: 743-775.
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1536-7150.2008.00597.x/abstract
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Tabarrok, A. 2007. The Rise, Fall, and Rise Again of Privateers. The Independent Review 11 (4):
565-577. http://www.independent.org/publications /tir/article.asp?a=631

Helland, E. and A. Tabarrok. 2007. Does Three Strikes Deter: A Non-Parametric Investigation.
Journal of Human Resources 42 (2): 309-330.

Tabarrok, A. and David Undis. 2006. Missing the Mark. Cambridge Quarterly Journal of HealthCare
Ethics. 15(4):450-456. http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displaylssue?iid=463136

Agan, A. and A. Tabarrok. 2005. What are Private Governments Worth? Regulation. 28 (3: Fall):
14-17. http://www.cato.org/pubs/regulation/regv28n3 /v28n3-2.pdf

Tabarrok, Alexander. 2005. The Problem of Contingent Fees for Waiters. The Green Bag. Summer

2005: 377-381. http://mason.gmu.edu/~atabarro/ContingentFeesforWaiters.pdf

Helland, E., Klick, ]. and A. Tabarrok. 2005. Tort-uring the Data. Journal of Economic Perspectives
19 (2): 207-220. http: //www.jstor.org/stable /4134944

Klick, Jonathan and A. Tabarrok. 2005. Using Terror Alert Levels to Estimate the Effect of Police on
Crime. Journal of Law and Economics 48 (1): 267-280. http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086 /426877
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Tabarrok, A. 2004. How to Get Real about Organs. Econ Journal Watch. 1(1): 11-18 and Reply to
Byrne and Thompson, pp 26-28. http://econjwatch.org/articles /how-to-get-real-about-organs

Helland, E. and A. Tabarrok. 2004. Public versus Private Law Enforcement: Evidence from Bail
Jumping. Journal of Law and Economics XLVII (1): 93-122.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086 /378694

Helland, E. and A. Tabarrok. 2004. Using Placebo Laws to Test “More Guns, Less Crime”. Advances
in Economic Analysis & Policy 4 (1): Article 1.
http://ideas.repec.org/a/bpj/bejeap/vadvances.4y2004ilnl.html

Available at: http://www.bepress.com/bejeap/advances/vol4 /iss1/art

Helland E. and A. Tabarrok. 2003. Contingency Fees, Settlement Delay and Low-Quality
Litigation: Empirical Evidence from Two Datasets. Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization 19
(2): 517-542. http://www.jstor.org/stable/3555113

Helland, E. and A. Tabarrok. 2003. Race, Poverty, and American Tort Awards: Evidence form Three
Datasets. Journal of Legal Studies 32: 27-58. http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/344560.

Reprinted in Foundations of Tort Law 2nd ed. (Saul Levmore (ed). 2012. LexisNexis).

Tabarrok, A. 2002. Patent Theory versus Patent Law. Contributions to Economic Analysis & Policy
1 (1), Article 9. http://ideas.repec.org/a/bpj/bejeap/vcontributions.1y2002i1n9.html
http://www.bepress.com/bejeap/contributions/vol1/iss1/art9

Santoni, G. and A. Tabarrok. 2002. Expected Dividend Growth, Valuation Ratios and Rational
Optimism. Journal of Financial and Economic Practice 1 (1): 110-119.

mason.gmu.edu/~atabarro/expectedgrowth3.doc

Helland, E. and A. Tabarrok. 2002. The Effect of Electoral Institutions on Tort Awards. American
Law and Economics Review 4 (2): 341-370.
http://aler.oxfordjournals.org/content/4/2/341.full.pdf+html

Tabarrok, A. 2001. President Perot, or Fundamentals of Voting Theory Illustrated with the 1992
Election. Public Choice 106 (3-4): 275-297. http://www.jstor.org/stable /30026220

Tabarrok, A. 2000. The Anomaly of Off-Label Drug Prescriptions. The Independent Review V, #1:
pp. 25-53. http://www.independent.org/publications/working papers/article.asp?id=721

Helland, E. and A. Tabarrok. 2000. Runaway Judges? Selection effects and the jury? Journal of Law,
Economics, and Organization 16 (2): 306-333. http://www.jstor.org/stable/3555094

Reprinted in Mialon, Hugo M., and Paul H. Rubin. 2008. Economics, Law and Individual
Rights. Routledge.

Tabarrok, A. 2000. Believe in Pascal's Wager? Have I got a deal for you! Theory and Decision 48:

123-128. http://mason.gmu.edu/~atabarro/Pascal%27sWager.pdf
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Tabarrok, A. 2000. The Ramsey Model of Economic Growth. Mathematica in Education and
Research 8: 3-4: 43-51. http://library.wolfram.com/infocenter/Articles/3156/

Cowen, T., and A. Tabarrok. 1999. The Opportunity Costs of Rent Seeking. Journal of Public
Finance and Public Choice XVII (2-3):121-27.
http://mason.gmu.edu/~atabarro/TheOpportunityCostsofRentSeeking.pdf

Tabarrok, A., and E. Helland. 1999. Court Politics: The Political Economy of Tort Awards. Journal
of Law and Economics XLII,1(April): 157-188. http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/467421.

Reprinted in The Economics of Judicial Behaviour (Epstein,Lee (ed). 2013. Edward Elgar
Publishing.)

Tabarrok, A. and L. Spector. 1999. Would the Borda Count have Avoided the Civil War? Journal
of Theoretical Politics 11(2): 261-288. http://jtp.sagepub.com/content/11/2 /261 .full.pdf+html

Tabarrok, A. 1998. Voting Theory with Representation Triangles and Cubes. Mathematica in
Education and Research 7 (3):20-28. http://library.wolfram.com/infocenter/Articles/1285/

Tabarrok, A. and T. Cowen. 1998. Who Benefits from Progress?, Kyklos 51 (3):379-397.
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1467-6435.1998.tb01426.x/abstract

Tabarrok, A. 1998. The Separation of Commercial and Investment Banking: Morgans Vs
Rockefellers. The Quarterly Journal of Austrian Economics 1 (1):1-18.
http://mises.org/journals/qjae/pdf/qgjael 1 1.pdf

Tabarrok, A. 1997. A Simple Model of Crime Waves, Riots, and Revolutions. Atlantic Economic
Review 25 (3):274-288 http://www.springerlink.com/content/x76040r3t0751489/

Tabarrok, A. 1998. The Private Provision of Public Goods Via Dominant Assurance Contracts.
Public Choice 96:345-362. http://www.jstor.org/stable/30024397

Tabarrok, A. 1996. Genetic Testing and Human Welfare: Reply to Hall. Journal of Health
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Tabarrok, A. 1995. Irrelevance Propositions Are Irrelevant. Kyklos 48:409-417.
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Cowen, T., and A. Tabarrok. 1995. Good Grapes and Bad Lobsters: Applying the Alchian and
Allen Theorem. Economic Inquiry XXXIII (April):253-56.
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Tabarrok, A. 1994. Genetic Testing: An Economic and Contractarian Analysis. Journal of Health
Economics 13:75-91. http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/0167629694900051

Tabarrok, A. 1994. A Survey, Critique, and New Defense of Term Limits. Cato Journal 14 (2):333-
50. http://www.cato.org/pubs/journal/cjv14n2-9.html
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Tabarrok, A., and T. Cowen. 1992. The Public Choice Theory of John C. Calhoun. Journal of
Institutional and Theoretical Economics 148 (4):655-74. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40751557

Tabarrok, A. 1991. The Preferred Tax Type: Comment On Herbener. Review of Austrian
Economics 5 (2):107-10 http://mises.org/journals/rae/pdf/RAE5 2 5.pdf

Chapters in Books, Law Briefs, Reports and Reviews

Alexander Tabarrok et al. (Accelerating Health Technologies Group). 2020. “Economic
Assessment of the COVAX Facility.” World Bank. Washington DC.

A subset of this document was also presented to World Bank Leadership.

Allen, Danielle, Alex Tabarrok, and et al. 2020a. “Roadmap to Pandemic Resilience.”
https://ethics.harvard.edu/Covid-Roadmap.

Allen, Danielle, Alexander Tabarrok, and et al. 2020b. “Pandemic Resilience: Getting It Done.”
https://ethics.harvard.edu/pandemic-resilience-supplement.

The Accelerating Health Technologies Group, and Alex Tabarrok. 2020. “Purchasing COVID-19
Vaccines at Risk: Costs and Benefits for Latin America and the Caribbean.” Inter-American
Development Bank. http://dx.doi.org/10.18235/0002700

Tabarrok, Alex. 2020a. “A Pandemic Trust Fund.” COVID Recovery Symposium. The Center for
Growth and Opportunity. https://www.thecgo.org/research /a-pandemic-trust-fund/.

———.2020b. “Grand Innovation Prizes to Address Pandemics: A Primer.” Mercatus Policy
Brief: Special Edition. https://www.mercatus.org/publications/covid-19-crisis-response/grand-
innovation-prizes-address-pandemics-primer.

———.2020c. “Pandemic Policy in Developing Countries: Recommendations for India.”
Mercatus Policy Brief: Special Edition. https://www.mercatus.org/publications/covid-19-policy-
brief-series/pandemic-policy-developing-countries-recommendations-india.

Tabarrok, Alex, Tim Roughgarden, Lucas Geiger, and Andrew Dickson. 2020. “Fee Auctions for
Block Inclusion.” Wireline Mechanisms Research. https://github.com/wirelineio/mechanisms.

Tabarrok, Alex. 2019. Review of The Anarchy: The East India Company, Corporate Violence, and
the Pillage of an Empire, by William Dalrymple. Economic History Association.
http://eh.net/book reviews/the-anarchy-the-relentless-rise-of-the-east-india-compan

Tabarrok, Alex. 2017. “Don’t Blame The Empire” Pragati, July 28. Review of Tharoor, Shashi.
2017. Inglorious Empire. Hurst. [Translated and reprinted in Hindi.]
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