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E4J UNIVERSITY MODULE SERIES

UNODC’s Education for Just ice (E4J) init iat ive, a component of the Global 
Programme for the Implementation of the Doha Declaration, seeks to prevent 
crime and promote a culture of lawfulness through educational act ivit ies 
designed for primary, secondary and tert iary levels. These activit ies wi l l help 
educators teach the next generation to better understand and address problems 
that can undermine the rule of law. At the university level , E4J supports 
academics to teach in UNODC-mandated areas. The areas addressed in the 
university modules range from crime prevention and criminal just ice, smuggl ing 
of migrants and traff icking in persons, organized crime, cybercrime, wi ldl i fe 
crime, anti-corruption, f irearms, counter-terrorism to ethics and integrity. The 
modules are designed for lecturers to adapt and integrate into their courses.
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T h e  i l l i c i t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o f  a n d  t r a f f i c k i n g  i n  f i r e a r m s  r e p r e s e n t s  a
t h r e a t  t o  p e a c e  a n d  s e c u r i t y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a n  o b s t a c l e  t o  a c h i e v i n g
t h e  2 0 3 0  A g e n d a  f o r  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t .  W h e t h e r  f i r e a r m s
a r e  u s e d  a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  v i o l e n t  c r i m e s ,  a s  a  t o o l  t o  p r o j e c t  o r
p e r p e t u a t e  p o w e r ,  a n  i l l e g a l  t r a d i n g  c o m m o d i t y  o r  a s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e
m e t h o d  o f  p a y m e n t ,  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  f i r e a r m s  a n d  c r i m e  i s
b e y o n d  q u e s t i o n .  T h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  r a n g e s  f r o m  r a i s i n g  a n d
s u p p o r t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  u r b a n  g a n g  c r i m i n a l i t y  t o  o r g a n i z e d  c r i m e ,
t e r r o r i s m  a n d  c o n f l i c t .  

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  m u t u a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  l e g a l  a n d  i l l e g a l
f i r e a r m s  m a r k e t s ,  a n d  t h e i r  i m p a c t  o n  p e a c e  a n d  s e c u r i t y ,  i s  a
p r e c o n d i t i o n  f o r  p r e v e n t i n g  a n d  r e d u c i n g  t h e  m i s u s e ,  d i v e r s i o n ,
i l l i c i t  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  a n d  t r a f f i c k i n g  o f  f i r e a r m s .  F i r e a r m s ,  w h e t h e r
l e g a l  o r  i l l i c i t ,  h a v e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  b e c o m e  a  p a r t  o f  d a i l y  l i f e  i n  m a n y
c o u n t r i e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a n  i n - d e p t h  u n d e r s t a n d i n g
o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n o n ,  c o u n t e r - m e a s u r e s  a n d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f
g e t t i n g  i n v o l v e d  i n  i l l i c i t  f i r e a r m s  r e d u c t i o n  i n i t i a t i v e s  w i l l  h a v e  a
p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s .

T h e  E 4 J  U n i v e r s i t y  M o d u l e  S e r i e s  o n  t h e  P r e v e n t i o n  a n d  C o u n t e r i n g
o f  F i r e a r m s  T r a f f i c k i n g  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  m o r e
t h a n  5 0  l e a d i n g  a c a d e m i c s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e y  a r e
i n t e n d e d  t o  s u p p o r t  l e c t u r e r s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  d i s c i p l i n e s  t o  t e a c h  o n
t h e  s c a l e  o f  t h e  i l l i c i t  f i r e a r m s  p h e n o m e n o n  a n d  i t s  c o n n e c t i o n s
w i t h  c r i m e .  T h e  m o d u l e s  c o v e r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  t o p i c s  r e l a t e d  t o
f i r e a r m s ,  i n c l u d i n g  g e n e r a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  r o a d  f r o m  l e g a l
p r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  i l l e g a l  m a r k e t ,  t h e  m a i n  a c t o r s ,  n a t i o n a l  a n d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e s p o n s e s .

L e c t u r e r s  c a n  u s e  t h e s e  m o d u l e s  e i t h e r  i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  f o r m  o r
a d a p t  t h e m  a n d  i n t e g r a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  m o d u l e  p a r t s  w i t h i n  a n
e x i s t i n g  c o u r s e .  T h e  m o d u l a r  s t r u c t u r e  a l l o w s  l e c t u r e r s  t o  s e l e c t
o n l y  t h o s e  t o p i c s  t h a t  a r e  r e l e v a n t  w i t h i n  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  c o n t e x t s .
L e c t u r e r s  m a y  a l s o  c r e a t e  a  n e w  c o u r s e  o n  f i r e a r m s  b y  u s i n g  a l l  o f
t h e  m o d u l e s  t o g e t h e r .




