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Federal Register
Vol. 59, No. 32

Wednesday, February 16, 1994

Presidential Documents

Title 3—

The President

hlia 4 L) Ased| mllay 531 1994 ale o idiil] pa¥ (o ¥ dadialf ;27 Jil)

Executive Order 12898 of February 11, 1994

Federal Actions To Address Environmental Justice in
Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the
laws of the United States of America, it is hercby ordered as follows:
Section 1-1.Implementation.

1-101. Agency Responsibilities. To the greatest extent practicable and per-
mitted by law, and consistent with the principles set forth in the report
on the National Performance Review, each Federal agency shall make achiev-
ing environmental justice part of its mission by identifying and addressing.
as appropriate, disproportionately high and adverse human health or environ-
mental effects of its programs, policics, and activities on minority populations
and low-income populations in the United States and its territories and
possessions, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
and the Commonwealth of the Mariana Islands.

1-102. Creation of an Interagency Working Group on Environmental Justice
(a) Within 3 months of the datc of this order, the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency (* i ") or the i s
designee shall convene an interagency Federal Working Group on Environ-
mental Justice (“Working Group™). The Working Group shall comprise the
heads of the following executive agencies and offices, or their designees:
(a) Department of Defense; (b) Department of Health and Human Services;
(c) Department of Housing and Urban Development; (d) Department of Labor;
() D of Agri 5 () D of Transportation; (g) Depart-
ment of Justice; (h) Department of the Interior; (i) Department of Commerce;
(j) Department of Energy; (k) Environmental Protection Agency: () Office
of Management and Budget; (m) Office of Science and Technology Policy;
(m) Office of the Deputy Assistant to the President for Environmental Policy:
(0) Office of the Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy: (p) National
Economic Council; (q) Council of Economic Advisers; and (r) such other
Government officials as the President may designate. The Working Group
shall report to the President through the Deputy Assistant to the President
for Environmental Policy and the Assistant to the President for Domestic
Policy.

(b) The Working Group shall: (1) provide guidance to Federal agencies
on criteria for identifying disproportionately high and adverse human health
or environmental effects on minority populations and low-income popu-
lations;

(2) coordinate with, provide guidance to, and serve as a clearinghouse

for, cach Federal agency as it develops an environmental justice strategy

as required by section 1-103 of this order, in order to ensure that the
inistrati jon and of

ion, inter, programs, activities and

policies are undertaken in a consistent manner;
(3) assist in coordinating research by, and stimulating cooperation among,
the Environmental Protection Agency, the Department of Health and Human
Services, the Department of Housing and Urban Development, and other
agencies conducting research or other activities in accordance with section
3-3 of this order;
(4) assist in coordinating data collection, required by this order;

(5) examine existing data and studies on environmental justice;
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