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The COVID-19 pandemic, the current energy crisis, and ongoing climate emergency have demon-
strated the need to put the climate-energy-health nexus high on the political and international
agenda.

The linkages between climate, energy access and health are clear. Ensuring access to safe,

clean, affordable and reliable energy in health-care facilities and households protects the health of
people in vulnerable situations, while also combatting climate change, increasing energy security
and advancing the effective enjoyment of the human rights to a healthy, clean and sustainable en-
vironment.

The absence of reliable electricity in health centers and the use of dirty fuels for cooking have a
dramatic adverse impact on the health of our people and planet.

Hundreds of millions of people globally are served by health facilities without electricity, limiting
access to essential and lifesaving medical devices and dramatically hampering the quality, acces-
sibility and reliability of health services delivered. In addition, the health sector overall is responsi-
ble for 4.4% of global carbon emissions.

At the same time, around one third of the population worldwide still rely on polluting fuels and
technology combinations to meet their basic daily energy needs for cooking. The resulting house-
hold air pollution leads to 3.2 million premature deaths each year from noncommunicable disease
and pneumonia and is the largest source of black carbon, responsible for around half of black
carbon emissions globally.

To address these issues in an impactful way, as High-level Coalition on Health and Energy, we
have identified some priority actions, articulated in the Strategic Roadmap to promote healthier
populations through clean and sustainable energy. These actions are:

1) consider clean cooking and access to electricity in health-care facilities two development prio-
rities essential to protect public health;

2) dramatically increase public and private investments in electrifying health-care facilities and in
clean cooking;

3) provide the necessary human and financial resources to design and implement clean energy
plans and sustainable delivery models tailored to the needs of health sector and households;



4) develop tailored policy and financing schemes, able to unlock the potential of clean and sustai-
nable energy solutions and to address the health sector needs;

5) increase cooperation between the energy and health sectors and collaboration with all relevant
stakeholders; and

6) facilitate collaboration between private, public, and non-governmental actors and promote
community engagement.

Building on these priorities, we believe that COP27 offers a great opportunity to synergize efforts
to protect public health while mitigating climate change and building the resilience of the health
system, therefore saving millions of lives.

We urge the international community gathering at COP27 to make every effort to accelerate clean
and sustainable energy access for health-care facilities and households.

We stand ready to work with all partners at COP27 and beyond to accelerate action to ensure a
healthy, clean and safe future for all.
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