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By RYAN DUNLEAVY

Mike Kafka continues to be 
one of the hottest commodi-
ties on the coaching market.

The Giants offensive coor-
dinator will interview to be 
head coach of the Cardinals, 
according to multiple reports. 
Kafka already met with the 
Panthers (who hired Frank 
Reich), the Texans (who 
called him back for a second 
interview) and the Colts 
about their head-coach vacan-
cies.

Kafka’s decision to leave the 
wing of Chiefs head coach 
Andy Reid and the comfort of 
quarterbacks coach and pass-
game coordinator for Patrick 
Mahomes in order to be a 
first-time play-caller under 
Giants head coach Brian 
Daboll has worked out bril-
liantly. The popular mold for 
NFL head coach is the young, 
offensive-minded, quarter-
back guru, and the 35-year-old 
former NFL journeyman 
third-string quarterback fits 
the bill.

The Cardinals reportedly al-
ready have interviewed eight 
candidates (seven of whom 
remain available) on a list 
headlined by Sean Payton but 
are expanding their search to 
include Kafka and Bengals de-
fensive coordinator Lou Anar-
umo, a Staten Island native 
who was a Giants assistant 
coach in 2018. The Giants 
ranked No. 16 in scoring (21.5 
points per game) this season 
after ranking last over the pre-
vious two years combined.

rdunleavy@nypost.com

Giants O-coordinator Kafka 
to interview with Cardinals

By JOE REEDY

The Chargers agreed to 
terms with Kellen Moore to 
become offensive coordinator 
on Monday.

Moore spent the past eight 
seasons with the Cowboys, in-
cluding the past four as the of-
fensive coordinator, but it was 
announced on Sunday night 
he would not return. 

Moore replaces Joe Lom-
bardi, who was the Bolts’ coor-
dinator for two seasons under 
coach Brandon Staley. — AP

Ex-Dallas OC 
lands quickly 
with Chargers

Newest Isle thought he was 
‘gonna be a Canuck for life’

By ETHAN SEARS

Bo Horvat got the news at Disney-
land.

The newest member of the Islanders 
was enjoying a vacation with his family 
before going to All-Star Weekend when 
his phone started to blow up with the 
news that he had been traded from the 
Canucks. He knew that was a possibil-
ity, taking an extra moment to take in 
the atmosphere at Rogers Arena after 
Friday’s game against Chicago before 
coming off the ice.

“I’d be lying if I said it didn’t cross my 
mind exiting the ice at Rogers there, 
that could’ve been my last game at Rog-
ers Arena,” Horvat said on a Zoom call 
Monday after the Islanders dealt An-
thony Beauvillier, Aatu Raty and a 
top-12 protected first-round pick to the 
Canucks for his services. “It was a little 
bit of emotion running through me, ob-
viously just not knowing what was 
gonna happen. I’m glad I got to soak it 
in a little bit.”

Horvat, a native of London, Ontario, 
had been in Vancouver’s organization 
since being drafted No. 9 overall in 2013 
— ironically, with a pick that Lou Lam-
oriello, while with the Devils,  traded 
the Canucks for Cory Schneider, a cur-
rent member of the Islanders organiza-
tion. He was the team captain with the 
Canucks and, going into last summer, 
envisioned himself spending his career 
in the Pacific Northwest.

“I thought I was gonna be a Canuck for 
life, to be honest with you,” Horvat said. 
“Things didn’t work out that way. It led 
me to this, so I’m grateful for that. I’m 
grateful that the New York Islanders re-
ally believe in me. I’m proud to be a New 
York Islander right now. Can’t wait.”

Nostalgia aside — and with the Ca-
nucks coming to Long Island right after 
the All-Star break, there will be plenty 
of room for it down the line — Horvat 

is with the Islanders to fill a need that 
in large part comes down to scoring.

He already has 31 goals this season, 
tying his career-high, and will immedi-
ately slot in on the top power play for a 
unit that entered the All-Star break on a 
3-for-64 dry spell. And he has some ex-
perience playing with Jean-Gabriel Pag-
eau, Mathew Barzal, Josh Bailey and 

Ryan Pulock from Team Canada at 
World Championships.

“I’m gonna try to do whatever I can to 
help that [scoring],” Horvat said. “Obvi-
ously there’s gonna be pressure on me 
no matter where I go. I’ve had that 
pretty much my whole career being in 
Vancouver, being the captain and stuff 
like that.”

FAMILIAR FACES:
Even though Bo Horvat 
has spent his entire 
professional career 
with the Canucks, he 
has played with fellow 
Islanders Jean-Gabriel 
Pageau, Mathew 
Barzal, Josh Bailey 
and Ryan Pulock for 
Team Canada. 

USA TODAY Sports
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