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PERMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR APA AUTHORS

Authors are responsible for securing permissions and paying any fees charged by the
copyright holder. If permission is not secured, the material in question will be removed.

WHICH MATERIALS REQUIRE PERMISSION?

Note that reprinted material is an exact reproduction of the original. Adapted material is based on or
visually similar to existing content but is not a direct copy. If your manuscript reprints or adapts
material from a non-APA publication, including your own work, you must cite the source and obtain
permission from the copyright holder (usually the publisher). This includes:

¢ Figures, tables, exhibits, and other graphics that are reprinted or adapted from another
source. (If your graphic includes only data from another source, but not the graphic
presentation of that data—in other words, you are not reprinting or adapting another
figure/table/exhibit—no permission is needed; cite “data from [source].”)

¢ Test and scale items, questionnaires, vignettes, etc. (e.g., from the MMPI, the DSM). Obtaining
permission for these items can be costly and difficult. Consider paraphrasing instead.

¢ Quotes. Each copyright holder has its own definition of “fair use.” Length is one factor. For
example, APA permits grant seekers to quote up to 400 consecutive words or up to 800 words of
nonconsecutive text from APA’s published works. The length of the quote relative to the length of
the whole of the original also matters, as does context. For that reason, quoting song lyrics and
lines of poetry is often disallowed by rights holders or prohibitively costly. It is your responsibility
to confirm the copyright holder’s policies.

e Materials from websites or licensed software applications. Text and images, including
screenshots, obtained online and/or from software packages are subject to copyright and
require permission unless there is a clear statement otherwise.

Material from an APA publication does not require permission; simply cite the source.

HOW DO | OBTAIN PERMISSIONS?

Some publishers, including APA, have signed the STM agreement that grants other signatories free
permission to reprint or adapt a limited amount of content. Some publishers in this agreement grant
permission automatically, while others require written request for permission (“notification”). Before
submitting a permissions request, check the list of STM publishers included in this agreement and their
permission requirements to see whether it applies to the material in question.

When material requires permission for its use, many publishers provide links from their content to a
third-party vendor such as the Copyright Clearance Center that allows for quick and easy permissions
requests. Alternately, you may go directly to the Copyright Clearance Center and complete your
request by following the instructions on the site. It is also usually possible to request permission
through publishers’ websites, though responses may be slower. You must request the following:

e Use of the material in all formats (print and electronic).
e Expected print run; confirm the number with your APA editor.
e Worldwide rights in the English language.

For more information about permissions policies, see pages 277, 387—389 of the 7' edition of the
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association. Note that APA Books processes all
manuscripts using an industry-standard software program called iThenticate to help editors and authors
identify content that, if not revised, may require citation and grants of permission.
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