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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. QUIGLEY).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 19, 2022.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MIKE
QUIGLEY to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Almighty God, our protector against
all evil, our defender from all harm, we
pause this day to pray on behalf of the
men and women in blue who strive
daily to protect and serve their com-
munities, our country, and this Cham-
ber.

Speak to each who serve within our
police forces and take to the streets,
man security posts, and patrol our cit-
ies all to ensure our safety.

Set Your shield of strength around
them and remind them to be strong
and courageous. Send Your spirit into
the fray, that fear and discouragement
would have no foothold in their deci-
sionmaking.

Go with them wherever they go—be
their guard and guide in the frenzy and
uncertainty of each situation. Let
their minds be in You, even as You
abide with them.

Then remind us of the personal cost
these men, women, and their families
pay: the long hours of training and
watch standing, which take them away
from their loved ones, the countless
missions and hazard-rich environments

which threaten to place these officers
in significant danger.

Help us never to take for granted the
sacrifices each are called to make on
behalf of each citizen of these United
States. May we be ever vigilant to the
role we play to ensure their bravery
does not go unnoticed and their service
is not in vain.

In the ultimate protection of Your
name we pray.

Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(a) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the Journal of the last day’s
proceedings is approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
KELLER) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KELLER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

TRIBUTE TO RUBY MAE
KORNEGAY

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to recognize and pay tribute to a
great American, Miss Ruby Mae
Kornegay, a Kinston, North Carolina,

resident, who on May 3 turned 106 years
old.

Born in 1916, Miss Kornegay has been
a blessing to her friends, church, and
community. She continues to live in
the same house in which she was born,
the same house owned by her parents.

Mr. Speaker, Ruby Kornegay grad-
uated from Adkin High School during
the Great Depression and then grad-
uated from Winston-Salem Teachers
College. Thereupon, she returned to her
beloved Kinston and became a class-
room teacher for 40 long years.

Now retired, Miss Kornegay enjoys
time with her family and friends. She
is a lifelong member of White Rock
Presbyterian Church where her pastor,
Reverend H. Maurice Barnes, also
serves as my district outreach staffer.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me today in recognizing this great
American, Miss Ruby Mae Kornegay.

——
CONGRATULATING ALTOONA AREA
PUBLIC LIBRARY ON CELE-

BRATING THEIR 95TH ANNIVER-
SARY

(Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
the Altoona Area Public Library on
celebrating their 95th anniversary this
month.

For nearly 100 years, the Altoona
Area Public Library has been a valu-
able resource and learning center for
children and families in our commu-
nity.

As a child, I spent many days at this
library with my mother and siblings,
participating in summer reading pro-
grams that inspired a lifelong yearning
for learning.

From offering books and reading pro-
grams for young children, to their
work to provide internet access and
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adult education, libraries play a crit-
ical role in our development and suc-
cess of people throughout our district.

During my time in Congress, I have
been able to visit over 40 libraries in
my district. The work that they do is
essential. I am proud to support their
continued success.

———

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of National Police
Week. We first acknowledge those law
enforcement officers across our Nation
who have lost their lives in the line of
duty for the safety and protection of
others.

Officers like Capitol Police Officer
Brian Sicknick, who died in defense of
the Capitol complex and protecting
those of us in these great Halls.

I salute the officers of my home, the
Virgin Islands Police Department. Of
course, I pay tribute to my father,
LeRoy Alphonso Plaskett, a retired
New York City police officer. My father
loved to hear young children call him
Mr. Police Officer, and my grandfather,
Clifford Dean Plaskett, a former dep-
uty police commissioner of the United
States Virgin Islands.

Madam Speaker, good police officers
dedicate their lives to those they serve,
their families, and the community
every day. I thank each of them for
their dedication and service.

———

ENERGY PRICES SPIRALING OUT
OF CONTROL

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, in
March, the Biden administration an-
nounced the release of 1 million barrels
of oil per day for our strategic petro-
leum reserve in response to energy
prices spiraling out of control.

The strategic petroleum reserve is
supposed to be for natural disasters
and emergencies, not for cleaning up
President Biden’s policy failures. What
do we have to show for this administra-
tion’s incompetence: the highest gas
prices on record and the lowest levels
of crude oil in our strategic stockpile
in 35 years.

President Biden and Washington
Democrats aren’t fooling anyone. In-
stead of working to alleviate Ameri-
cans’ pain at the pump, the Biden ad-
ministration is intentionally suffo-
cating domestic oil and gas production
in hopes to replace fossil fuels with a
socialist Green New Deal agenda.

Americans are now spending an esti-
mated $5,000 a year on gas, up from
$2,800 a year ago. That is a huge burden
for millions of American families also
paying more for just about everything
they purchase.

Madam Speaker, the last year and a
half have made clear, Americans can-
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not afford President Biden’s socialist
agenda.

UKRAINE IS KNOWN AS THE
BREADBASKET OF EUROPE

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker,
Ukraine is known as the breadbasket of
Europe. It plays a vital role in the food
supply as the seventh largest producer
of wheat and fifth largest producer of
corn in the world.

Russia has mined Ukraine’s Black
Sea ports, making it virtually impos-
sible to export grain, corn, and other
food. Approximately 30 million tons of
grain are stuck in Ukrainian ports as a
result of the Russian blockade—nearly
$15 billion of grain.

As a result, food prices have soared,
and the world is on the brink of a food
crisis that could lead to mass unrest
and instability across the globe. The
United Nations World Food Program
has warned that 400 million people may
be at risk of starvation. Russia has
used hunger as a weapon of war before.

In the 1930s, Stalin intentionally
caused a famine in Ukraine, eventually
killing 3.9 million Ukrainians in what
is now known has the Holodomor.

We must take steps to end the block-
ade and mitigate these food shortages
if we want to prevent a massive crisis.
NATO must commit to reopening the
Black Sea so Ukraine can fill its vital
role as the breadbasket of Europe.

———

REMEMBERING THE SHOOTING AT
SANTA FE HIGH SCHOOL

(Mr. WEBER of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, May 18 marks the fourth year since
the shooting at Santa Fe High School.
I remember it like it was yesterday.

The next day, I drove straight to the
school to lend support and comfort to
the families, and to try to understand
how could this have happened? Later, 1
met with 9 of the 10 families at funer-
als. Days later, I met with President
Trump and all the families. Weeks
later, we were invited to see the rooms
in the building that the horrific event
took place in. Man, it was difficult.

Rooms had been cleaned, but you
could still see the bullet holes in the
walls. It was heartbreaking. There
were very few dry eyes there. Going
forward, we must redouble our efforts
to provide safe places of education for
our children, their families, and all
Americans.

Values must be taught again. Hatred
and violence have no place in our
neighborhoods. It must not be toler-
ated, and we must all be vigilant to
recognize it and call it out loud, early,
and often.

Madam Speaker, Santa Fe citizens
are strong and resilient. We are in the
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healing process, and we will pray and
work toward that end that all Ameri-
cans never have to experience what
Santa Fe did on that day.

——————

HONORING MOTHER PEARL YOUNG

(Ms. TLAIB asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I uplift
Mother Pearl Young, 77, who was killed
by a white supremacist while grocery
shopping in her Buffalo community.

Please look at Mother Pearl, look at
the other loved ones who were mur-
dered. For 25 years, Mother Pearl ran a
pantry where she fed people in Central
Park. She loved singing, dancing, and
being with her family.

It is incredibly heartbreaking, and
honestly, just sick that Black folks in
our country can’t even grocery shop or
go to church or march against police
brutality without being targeted by
white supremacists.

White supremacy gets a pass in our
country, and I have had enough of it.
Prayers are not enough. We don’t need
new laws exactly in regard to white su-
premacy. We need the will and courage
to take on white supremacy as the
threat it is within our country. The re-
sources are there, but the courage is
lacking.

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues,
let’s do more in making sure that we
push for that courage to face, again,
this threat that we have in our country
that is incredibly deadly.

———

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF IRA
DUNSWORTH

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the
life of longtime Central High School
teacher, track coach, mentor, and pio-
neer, Ira Dunsworth.

Ira’s accomplishments include 15
State championships, he was named
Iowa State Coach of the Year four
times, and he is a member of the Iowa
Track Coaches Hall of Fame. Following
his retirement from Central, he was in-
ducted into the Iowa Track Officials
Hall of Fame.

It is fitting that the track at Dav-
enport’s Brady Street Stadium, home
of the Ira Dunsworth Invitation Meet,
be named after him. I can think of no
better man to receive such an honor to
memorialize the legacy that Ira
Dunsworth left.

Madam Speaker, I would also like to
wish a joyous congratulations to Lily
Dumas and Alana Kruse on their grad-
uation. Congratulations.

TAX BENEFITS TO HELP PAY FOR
HEALTH COVERAGE FOR RE-
TIRED POLICE OFFICERS
(Ms. SPANBERGER asked and was

given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SPANBERGER. Madam Speaker,
I stand here today to recognize retired
Virginia police officer, Wally Bunker.

For nearly 22 years, Wally served as
a police lieutenant for the Suffolk Po-
lice Department where he served in
several different roles.

Now retired from the force and living
in Culpeper, he cannot access a key tax
benefit to help pay for his health cov-
erage, an issue that is shared by thou-
sands of retired officers across the
country.

Many officers retire early due to the
high-pressure demands of the jobs,
meaning, many lose their employer-
sponsored coverage while they are still
years away from Medicare eligibility.

When Congress enacted the HELPS
Retirees Act in 2006 to allow retired of-
ficers to use tax-free payments from
their pensions to cover insurance costs,
many retirees with smaller pension
plans were excluded from this benefit.

When Wally approached our office to
explain the issue he was facing, like so
many other retired officers, we re-
sponded by introducing the bipartisan
Wally Bunker HELPS Retirees Im-
provement Act to take steps to fix this
issue.

I thank my Republican colleague,
Congressman CHABOT, for joining me to
make sure that all retired officers re-
ceive the full benefits they have earned
by putting on the badge.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join us in this push.

————
O 0915

VIOLENCE AT THE SUPREME
COURT

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, we
have seen recently that the Supreme
Court has decided to take up the Dobbs
v. Jackson case, and, indeed, a deplor-
able action came out with the leak of a
possible draft of what the decision
might be.

What has that caused since? Violence
by the left, extreme violence. Indeed,
some of that violence was led by Sen-
ate Majority Leader SCHUMER against
that Court.

What do we have going on here if we
can’t rely on our courts and our insti-
tutions to be able to make arguments
in their chambers without being
threatened with violence?

Indeed, it is a controversial subject,
but there is no consensus on Roe V.
Wade in this country. It is a 50-50 deal.

Indeed, the Court is taking up an
issue, trying to right a wrong for 50
years that should have been done by a
legislative process. Courts are not to be
legislating from the bench. That is
what happened nearly 50 years ago.

This will put the question back to
the State legislatures, or this one right
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here, where the people can be heard by
their elected officials, by their elected
Representatives in a committee proc-
ess, in a hearing process, interactions,
townhalls, and all that, and not have
five out of nine on a court decide for
them.

This is on the right track, but the vi-
olence is not as you pass by the fences
around that Court.

———

CONSUMER FUEL PRICE GOUGING
PREVENTION ACT

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to House Resolution 1124, I call
up the bill (H.R. 7688) to protect con-
sumers from price-gouging of consumer
fuels, and for other purposes, and ask
for its immediate consideration in the
House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
PORTER). Pursuant to House Resolution
1124, the amendment printed in Part B
of House Report 117-333 is adopted, and
the bill, as amended, is considered
read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 7688

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Consumer
Fuel Price Gouging Prevention Act”.

SEC. 2. UNCONSCIONABLE PRICING OF CON-
SUMER FUELS DURING EMER-
GENCIES.

(a) UNCONSCIONABLE PRICING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—It shall be unlawful for
any person to sell a consumer fuel, at whole-
sale or retail, in an area and during a period
of an energy emergency covered by a procla-
mation issued under paragraph (2) at a price
that—

(A) is unconscionably excessive; and

(B) indicates the seller is exploiting the
circumstances related to an energy emer-
gency to increase prices unreasonably.

(2) ENERGY EMERGENCY PROCLAMATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The President may issue
an energy emergency proclamation for any
area within the jurisdiction of the United
States, during which the prohibition in para-
graph (1) shall apply, that includes the geo-
graphic area covered, the consumer fuel cov-
ered, and the time period that such procla-
mation shall be in effect.

(B) DURATION.—The proclamation—

(i) may not apply for a period of more than
30 consecutive days, but may be renewed for
such consecutive periods, each not to exceed
30 days, as the President determines appro-
priate; and

(ii) may include a period of time not to ex-
ceed 1 week before a reasonably foreseeable
emergency.

(3) FACTORS CONSIDERED.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In determining whether a
person has violated paragraph (1), there shall
be taken into account, among other factors,
the aggravating factors described in subpara-
graph (B) and the mitigating factor de-
scribed in subparagraph (C).

(B) AGGRAVATING FACTORS.—The aggra-
vating factors described in this subparagraph
are the following:

(i) Whether the amount charged by such
person grossly exceeds the average price at
which the consumer fuel was offered for sale
by such person during—
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(I) the 30-day period before the date on
which the proclamation was issued; or

(ITI) another appropriate benchmark period,
as determined by the Commission.

(ii) Whether the amount charged by such
person grossly exceeds the price at which the
same or a similar consumer fuel was readily
obtainable in the same area from other sell-
ers during the energy emergency period.

(C) MITIGATING FACTOR.—The mitigating
factor described in this subparagraph is
whether the quantity of any consumer fuel
such person produced, distributed, or sold in
an area covered by the proclamation during
the 30-day period following the date on which
the proclamation was issued increased over
the quantity such person produced, distrib-
uted, or sold during the 30-day period before
the date on which the proclamation was
issued, taking into account any usual sea-
sonal demand variation.

(b) AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE.—It shall be an
affirmative defense in any civil action or ad-
ministrative action to enforce subsection (a),
with respect to the sale, at wholesale or re-
tail, of a consumer fuel by a person, that the
increase in the price of such consumer fuel
reasonably reflects additional costs that
were paid, incurred, or reasonably antici-
pated by such person, or reasonably reflects
additional risks taken by such person, to
produce, distribute, obtain, or sell such con-
sumer fuel under the circumstances.

(¢) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—This section
may not be construed to cover a transaction
on a futures market.

(d) ENFORCEMENT.—

(1) FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION.—A viola-
tion of subsection (a) shall be treated as a
violation of a rule defining an unfair or de-
ceptive act or practice prescribed under sec-
tion 18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade Commis-
sion Act (156 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)). The Federal
Trade Commission shall enforce this section
in the same manner, by the same means, and
with the same jurisdiction, powers, and du-
ties as though all applicable terms and provi-
sions of the Federal Trade Commission Act
were incorporated into and made a part of
this section. In enforcing subsection (a), the
Commission shall give priority to enforce-
ment actions concerning companies with
total United States wholesale or retail sales
of consumer fuels in excess of $500,000,000 per
year.

(2) ENFORCEMENT AT RETAIL LEVEL BY STATE
ATTORNEYS GENERAL.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—If the chief law enforce-
ment officer of a State, or an official or
agency designated by a State, has reason to
believe that any person has violated or is
violating subsection (a) involving a retail
sale, the attorney general, official, or agency
of the State, in addition to any authority it
may have to bring an action in State court
under its laws, may bring a civil action in
any appropriate United States district court
or in any other court of competent jurisdic-
tion to—

(i) enjoin further such violation by such
person;

(ii) enforce compliance with such sub-
section;

(iii) obtain civil penalties; and

(iv) obtain damages, restitution, or other
compensation on behalf of residents of the
State.

(B) NOTICE.—The State shall serve written
notice to the Commission of any civil action
under subparagraph (A) before initiating
such civil action. The notice shall include a
copy of the complaint to be filed to initiate
such civil action, except that if it is not fea-
sible for the State to provide such prior no-
tice, the State shall provide such notice im-
mediately upon instituting such civil action.

(C) AUTHORITY TO INTERVENE.—Upon re-
ceipt of the notice required by subparagraph
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(B), the Commission may intervene in such
civil action and upon intervening—

(i) be heard on all matters arising in such
civil action; and

(ii) file petitions for appeal of a decision in
such civil action.

(D) CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes of bring-
ing any civil action under subparagraph (A),
nothing in this paragraph shall prevent the
attorney general of a State from exercising
the powers conferred on the attorney general
by the laws of such State to conduct inves-
tigations or to administer oaths or affirma-
tions or to compel the attendance of wit-
nesses or the production of documentary and
other evidence.

(E) LIMITATION ON STATE ACTION WHILE FED-
ERAL ACTION IS PENDING.—If the Commission
has instituted a civil action or an adminis-
trative action for violation of subsection (a),
a State attorney general, or official or agen-
cy of a State, may not bring an action under
this paragraph during the pendency of that
action against any defendant named in the
complaint of the Commission or another
agency for any violation of this Act alleged
in the complaint.

(F) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—This para-
graph may not be construed to prohibit an
authorized State official from proceeding in
State court to enforce a civil or criminal
statute of such State.

(e) LOow INCOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE.—

(1) DEPOSIT OF FUNDS.—Amounts collected
in any penalty under subsection (d)(1) shall
be deposited in a separate fund in the Treas-
ury to be known as the Consumer Relief
Trust Fund.

(2) USE OF FUNDS.—To the extent provided
for in advance in appropriations Acts, the
amounts deposited into the fund shall be
used to provide assistance under the Low In-
come Home Energy Assistance Program de-
scribed in section 2602 of the Low-Income
Home Energy Assistance Act of 1981 (42
U.S.C. 8621) administered by the Secretary of
Health and Human Services and the Weath-
erization Assistance Program established
under part A of title IV of the Energy Con-
servation and Production Act (42 U.S.C. 6861
et seq.) administered by the Secretary of En-
ergy.

(f) EFFECT ON OTHER LAWS.—

(1) OTHER AUTHORITY OF COMMISSION.—
Nothing in this section may be construed to
limit the authority of the Commission under
the Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C.
41 et seq.) or any other provision of law.

(2) STATE LAW.—Nothing in this section
preempts any State law.

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CoMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’
means the Federal Trade Commission.

(2) CONSUMER FUEL.—The term ‘‘consumer
fuel” includes gasoline, distillate fuel oil, jet
fuel, liquid propane, aviation gasoline, com-
pressed natural gas, and biofuel (including
ethanol, biomass-based diesel, and renewable
blending components) used for transpor-
tation fuels, and home heating oil and ligquid
propane used for residential heating or resi-
dential energy generation.

(3) RETAIL.—The term ‘‘retail”, with re-
spect to the sale of a consumer fuel, includes
all sales to end users such as motorists as
well as all direct sales to other end users

such as agriculture, industry, residential,
and commercial consumers.
(4) WHOLESALE.—The term ‘‘wholesale”,

with respect to the sale of a consumer fuel,
means sale to any person for resale.
SECTION 3. AMENDMENTS TO THE PROHIBI-
TIONS ON MARKET MANIPULATION
AND FALSE INFORMATION PROVI-
SIONS OF THE ENERGY INDEPEND-
ENCE AND SECURITY ACT OF 2007.
(a) APPLICATION TO TRANSPORTATION
FUEL.—Subtitle B of title VIII of the Energy
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Independence and Security Act of 2007 (42
U.S.C. 17301 et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 811, by striking ‘‘gasoline or
petroleum distillates’ and inserting ‘‘or
transportation fuel’’;

(2) in section 812—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘gasoline or petroleum dis-
tillates” and inserting ‘‘or transportation
fuel”’; and

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ¢, gaso-
line, or petroleum distillates’ and inserting
‘‘or transportation fuel’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
section:

“SEC. 816. DEFINITION OF TRANSPORTATION
FUEL.

““In this subtitle, the term ‘transportation
fuel’ includes gasoline, distillate fuels (in-
cluding heating oil), jet fuel, aviation gaso-
line, and biofuel (including ethanol, biomass-
based diesel and distillates, and renewable
blending components).”’.

(b) PROHIBITION ON FALSE INFORMATION.—
Section 812 of the Energy Independence and
Security Act of 2007 (42 U.S.C. 17302) is
amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘‘wholesale’” and inserting
‘“‘supply of, operational actions related to,
output related to, or wholesale’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘to a Federal department
or agency’’;

(2) in paragraph (1), by adding ‘‘and’ at the
end;

(3) by striking paragraph (2) and redesig-
nating paragraph (3), as amended by sub-
section (a), as paragraph (2); and

(4) in paragraph (2), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘the person intended the false or
misleading data to affect data compiled by
the department or agency’ and inserting
‘‘the false or misleading information re-
ported by the person affected analyses or
data compiled by a Federal department or
agency or a private sector price-reporting
agency’’.

(c) ENFORCEMENT.—Section 813(a) of the
Energy Independence and Security Act of
2007 (42 U.S.C. 17303(a)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘“This subtitle” and inserting ‘‘Except as
otherwise provided in section 814, this sub-
title”.

(d) PENALTIES.—Section 814 of the Energy
Independence and Security Act of 2007 (42
U.S.C. 17304) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking
€‘$1,000,000”" and inserting ¢$2,000,000°’; and

(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘section 5
of the Federal Trade Commission Act (15
U.S.C. 45)” and inserting ‘‘section 5(m)(1)(A)
of the Federal Trade Commission Act (15
U.S.C. 45(m)(1)(A))”.

SEC. 4. TRANSPORTATION FUEL MARKET TRANS-
PARENCY.

Section 205 of the Department of Energy
Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7135) is amended
by adding at the end the following:

“‘(n) TRANSPORTATION FUEL MARKET TRANS-
PARENCY.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

‘‘(A) ENERGY COMPANY.—The term ‘energy
company’ means a person (as defined in sec-
tion 11(e) of the Energy Supply and Environ-
mental Coordination Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C.
796(e))) that—

‘(i) owns or controls commercial amounts
of crude oil or transportation fuel; or

‘“(ii) is engaged in—

‘“(I) exploration for,
crude oil;

‘“(IT) extraction of crude oil;

‘“(IITI) refining or otherwise processing
crude oil or transportation fuel;

‘“(IV) commercial storage of crude oil or
transportation fuel;

(V) transportation by any means of com-
mercial amounts of crude oil or transpor-
tation fuel; or

or development of,
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“(VI) wholesale or retail distribution of
crude oil or transportation fuel.

‘(B) TRANSPORTATION FUEL.—The term
‘transportation fuel’ means—

‘(i) gasoline;

‘“(ii) distillate fuels, including heating oil;

“(iii) jet fuel;

‘“(iv) aviation gasoline; and

‘“(v) biofuel, including ethanol, biomass-
based diesel and distillates, and renewable
blending components.

‘“(2) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this sub-
section is to collect data necessary to facili-
tate transparent and competitive transpor-
tation fuel markets, determine adherence to
relevant international sanctions, and protect
consumers.

“(3) SURVEYS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
conduct surveys of energy companies to col-
lect detailed and timely information on
United States crude oil and transportation
fuel markets.

‘(B) EXEMPTION.—The Administrator shall
exempt an energy company from partici-
pating in the surveys conducted under sub-
paragraph (A) if the energy company has a
de minimis market presence or impact, as
determined by the Administrator.

‘“(4) DATA COLLECTED.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The surveys conducted
under paragraph (3) shall collect information
on a national, regional, State, and energy
company basis.

‘(B) INFORMATION.—The surveys conducted
under paragraph (3) shall collect the fol-
lowing information with respect to crude oil
and transportation fuel, as applicable:

(i) The quantity of crude oil and transpor-
tation fuel imported and exported.

‘‘(ii) The quantity of crude oil and trans-
portation fuel refined, stored, and trans-
ported.

‘“(iii) The quantity of crude oil and trans-
portation fuel entering final retail and com-
mercial commerce.

‘“(iv) The quantity of crude oil and trans-
portation fuel purchased and sold at any up-
stream point between energy companies, in-
cluding off-exchange bilateral sales and sales
between subsidiaries of the same energy
company.

‘‘(v) Market price data for the transactions
described in clauses (i) through (iv).

‘“(vi) Submissions to relevant price report-
ing entities.

‘(vii) Any other such data, analyses, or
evaluations that the Administrator deter-
mines is necessary to achieve the purpose de-
scribed in paragraph (2).

‘(C) ORIGIN OF FUEL.—In obtaining the in-
formation described in subparagraph (B), the
Administrator shall, to the maximum extent
practicable, track and publish the country of
original production of crude oil and trans-
portation fuel that may have been resold, re-
fined, blended, stored, or otherwise been ex-
changed or sold before being imported or ex-
ported into the United States.

(D) OTHER SOURCES.—The Administrator
may, when practicable and determined reli-
able by the Administrator, obtain informa-
tion described in subparagraph (B) from pri-
vate price publishers and providers of trade
processing services.

‘“(5) MINIMIZING REPORTING BURDENS.—The
Administrator shall seek to minimize any
burdens on energy companies in reporting in-
formation to the Administrator, including
by automating data submission practices for
data collected under the surveys conducted
under paragraph (3).

“(6) PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—To the maximum extent
practicable, subject to this paragraph, the
Administrator shall consistently and
promptly make publicly available analyses
of the results of the data collected pursuant
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to this subsection in a form and manner eas-
ily adaptable for public use and machine
analysis.

‘“(B) GEOGRAPHICAL SPECIFICITY.—Analyses
published under subparagraph (A)—

‘(i) shall be geographically specific enough
to provide meaningful differentiation be-
tween fuel markets; and

‘‘(ii) shall not organize geographical data
in the form of Petroleum Administration for
Defense Districts or other geographic aggre-
gations lacking sufficient resolution to as-
certain regionally specific market trends or
disparities.

‘“(C) NONDISCLOSURE.—Any analysis pub-
lished under subparagraph (A) shall not dis-
close matters exempted from mandatory dis-
closure under section 552(b) of title 5, United
States Code.

““(7) DATA-SHARING AGREEMENTS.—

‘“(A) FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION.—Not-
withstanding subchapter III of chapter 35 of
title 44, United States Code (commonly
known as the ‘Confidential Information Pro-
tection and Statistical Efficiency Act of
2018’), not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this subsection, the Adminis-
trator shall enter into a data-sharing agree-
ment with the Federal Trade Commission
that shall allow any information collected
pursuant to this subsection to be requested
by and transferred to the Federal Trade
Commission without limitation or delay.

‘(B) OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES.—The Ad-
ministrator may enter into data-sharing
agreements with other Federal agencies that
have energy-related policy decision-making
responsibilities, including the Commodity
Futures Trading Commission, the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, and the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission.

‘(8) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Administrator to carry out this section
such sums as are necessary for each of fiscal
years 2022 through 2027.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill,
as amended, is debatable for 1 hour,
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce or their respective designees.

The gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) and the gentlewoman from
Washington (Mrs. RODGERS) each will
control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 7688, the Consumer Fuel Price
Gouging Prevention Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, today, the House is
taking action to protect consumers at
the gas pump. This legislation is nec-
essary right now because Big Oil com-
panies are ripping off the American
people.

At a time when Americans are pay-
ing record-high prices for gas, Big Oil
is taking advantage of the instability
caused by Russia’s unjust war in
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Ukraine and our ongoing economic re-
covery from the COVID-19 pandemic to
rake in record profits.

The largest four Big 0Oil companies
collectively made $27 billion in profits
during the first quarter of this year.
Some of these were record highs; oth-
ers were the highest profits in over a
decade.

One CEO was so giddy about these
profits, Madam Speaker, that he said
his company was ‘‘a cash machine.”
These companies are, indeed, cash ma-
chines.

Last month, the Energy and Com-
merce Committee held a hearing with
the leaders of the six Big 0Oil compa-
nies. During that hearing, in ques-
tioning from me, all six Big Oil CEOs
refused to scale down stock buybacks,
making it abundantly clear that their
sole interest is their profits, even when
it comes at the expense of the Amer-
ican people.

Instead of a traditional supply-and-
demand economic model, where we
would expect to see these companies
ramping up production to meet rising
demand, they are instead using their
profits to buy back their own stock to
further pad the pockets of their execu-
tives and shareholders.

Now, if o0il companies want to
produce right now, nothing is standing
in their way. The oil and gas industry
has more than 9,000 approved but un-
used drilling permits that could be
used for production today.

Instead, Big Oil companies are more
interested in funneling billions to their
shareholders and executives than ad-
dressing record-high gas prices. They
are gouging consumers, and they are
manipulating the market by delib-
erately keeping production low, which
keeps both prices and their profits
high.

Now, you don’t have to take my word
for it. Oil and gas executives them-
selves admitted as much. In a recent
survey, 60 percent of executives cited
investor pressure to maintain capital
discipline as the primary reason they
are not increasing production. Only 6
percent—and I want to stress this—
only 6 percent said government regula-
tions are impeding oil production.

Madam Speaker, the profiteering
must end, and that is why the House
must pass the Consumer Fuel Price
Gouging Prevention Act. This legisla-
tion will put an end to price gouging,
penalize market manipulators, and
bring more transparency to this secre-
tive oil and gas market. It is a monop-
oly.

I thank Madam Speaker PORTER and
Dr. SCHRIER, for their leadership on
this important legislation, the two
sponsors of this bill.

The bill grants the President the
power to declare an energy emergency
proclamation. It makes it illegal to
sell consumer fuels at an excessive and
exploitive price during an energy emer-
gency. The Federal Trade Commission
would then be empowered to go after
both wholesalers and retailers for price
gouging.
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It also empowers State attorneys
general, including in the U.S. terri-
tories and the District of Columbia, to
enforce against price gouging at the re-
tail level.

Now, this legislation bolsters FTC’s
ability to crack down on fuel market
manipulation and doubles the max-
imum penalty for manipulating whole-
sale oil markets to up to $2 million a
day for each violation.

It also includes provisions that would
improve market transparency and com-
petition, which is so important since a
large portion of the oil and gas pricing
is done in the dark. We need to shed
light on how these prices are reached
so that we can hold these companies
accountable.

Madam Speaker, let me just say, it is
time we stopped Big 0il from ripping
off the American people. Let’s help
lower gas prices at the pump by pass-
ing the Consumer Fuel Price Gouging
Prevention Act today.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR,

Washington, DC, May 18, 2022.

Hon. FRANK PALLONE,

Chairman, House Committee on Energy and
Commerce, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN PALLONE: I write con-
cerning H.R. 7688, the Consumer Fuel Price
Gouging Prevention Act. This bill was pri-
marily referred to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce, and additionally to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor. As a result
of the Committee on the Energy and Com-
merce having consulted with me concerning
this bill generally, I agree to forgo formal
consideration of the bill so the bill may pro-
ceed expeditiously to the House floor.

The Committee on Education and Labor
takes this action with our mutual under-
standing that by forgoing formal consider-
ation of H.R. 7688, we do not waive any juris-
diction over the subject matter contained in
this or similar legislation, and we will be ap-
propriately consulted and involved as the
bill or similar legislation moves forward so
we may address any remaining issues within
our Rule X jurisdiction. I also request that
you support my request to name members of
the Committee on Education and Labor to
any conference committee to consider such
provisions.

Finally, I would appreciate a response con-
firming this understanding and ask that a
copy of our exchange of letters on this mat-
ter be included in the committee report for
H.R. 7688 and in the Congressional Record
during floor consideration thereof.

Sincerely,
ROBERT C. ‘“BOBBY’’ SCOTT,
Chairman.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE,

Washington, DC, May 18, 2022.
Hon. ROBERT C. “BOBBY’’ SCOTT,
Chairman, Committee on Education and Labor,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ScOTT: Thank you for con-
sulting with the Committee on Energy and
Commerce and agreeing to be discharged
from further consideration of H.R. 7688, the
“Consumer Fuel Price Gouging Prevention
Act,” so that the bill may proceed expedi-
tiously to the House floor.
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I agree that your forgoing further action
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your com-
mittee or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this measure or similar legislation
in the future. I would support your effort to
seek appointment of an appropriate number
of conferees from your committee to any
House-Senate conference on this legislation.

I will ensure our letters on H.R. 7688 are
entered into the Congressional Record dur-
ing floor consideration of the bill. I appre-
ciate your cooperation regarding this legis-
lation and look forward to continuing to
work together as this measure moves
through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
FRANK PALLONE, Jr.,
Chairman.
Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.

Madam Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

America is in crisis. There is a dan-
gerous baby formula shortage. Infla-
tion is out of control. Gas prices sur-
passed $4 a gallon in every State for
the first time ever and are predicted to
hit $6 a gallon this summer.

Let’s come together. Let’s come to-
gether, unleash American energy, and
continue to lead on reducing carbon
emissions. We can do both.

Instead, today, the majority is pur-
suing government price controls on en-
ergy prices while continuing to shut
down American energy. This combina-
tion will only make prices and infla-
tion worse.

This scheme comes directly from the
playbook of socialist dictators. Look at
places like Soviet Russia, Venezuela,
North Korea. These are the countries
that have imposed government price
controls.

Well, actually, the United States of
America tried this in the 1970s. We
tried this approach, and the result?
Shortages, rationing, mile-long lines
for gas. It was an economic and human-
itarian crisis.

Again, the majority wants to impose
de facto government price controls.
This bill gives President Biden sweep-
ing powers to declare an energy emer-
gency. We are living right now under a
public health emergency. It is fright-
ening to me.

It would arm the FTC with tools to
impose de facto, arbitrary caps on
mom-and-pop gas stations for prices of
fuel such as gasoline, diesel, and pro-
pane. It is not going to bring down the
price of gas, and it will only cause fur-
ther shortages like we experienced in
the 1970s.

Yet, even now, President Biden is
doubling down as he continues to shut
down American energy. He placed a
moratorium on new drilling, canceled
the Keystone XL pipeline, and sup-
ported canceling leases in Alaska and
the Gulf of Mexico. This week, it is re-
ported that he is moving to ease the
energy sanctions on Venezuela.

The United States of America is the
leading producer of oil and gas. It is
cleaner and abundant.

American workers and companies are
eager to start producing more at home.
Why are we increasing energy imports
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from places like Venezuela? To offset
the disastrous results of shutting down
American energy.

Republicans have put forward solu-
tions. We have introduced the Amer-
ican Energy Independence from Russia
Act. I am co-leading this legislation
with the ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, BRUCE
WESTERMAN.

It would lower costs and protect our
national security by flipping the
switch and unleashing American en-
ergy. Just this week, unfortunately,
the Democrats blocked, for the sixth
time, the vote on this legislation.

Instead of doing what is necessary to
meet energy demands, President Biden
and congressional Democrats are dis-
tracting by this bill. The American
people are not falling for it. President
Biden’s own Secretary of Energy said:
“I am not sure anyone is saying there
is wholesale gouging.”

The FTC has investigated price
gouging in oil and gas markets on and
off for over 100 years, and they have
found higher prices are tied to supply
and demand, not widespread price
gouging.

Unlike socialist regimes, America
has done more to lift people out of pov-
erty and raise the standard of living
than any Nation in the history of the
world. We have achieved this by em-
bracing a system that values free en-
terprise and free-market principles for
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness for all.

This is the promise of America. This
is where we need to come together and
protect this.

I urge my colleagues to work to-
gether. Let’s unleash American energy
and restore prosperity and optimism
for hardworking Americans.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Washington (Ms. SCHRIER), the
chief sponsor of the bill, a member of
our committee, and a pediatrician who
has done so much for children and on
this issue as well.

Ms. SCHRIER. Madam Speaker, I
thank the chairman for yielding time.

At a time when people in my district
and across the country are feeling the
pain of high prices at the gas pump,
Congress needs to be doing all we can
to bring down costs.

Gas prices in my neighborhood were
already high at $5 a gallon. Now, for no
apparent reason, just over the past
week, prices are up another 10 percent,
at $56.50 a gallon. Meanwhile, neither
the price of a barrel of oil nor the cost
of refining have changed appreciably.
This is a problem.

What is infuriating is that this is
happening at the same time that gas
and oil companies are raking in record
profits and then putting those dollars
into stock buybacks.

We understand when demand out-
strips supply and prices increase, but
here is the thing: Russian oil made up
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only 8 percent of our portfolio, but
prices at the pump jumped more than
20 percent.

That just feels like gouging. Some
might even call it profiteering. Enough

is enough.
Gas and oil companies should be held
accountable, should be transparent

about their pricing, and should be pe-
nalized for unconscionable, excessive,
or extreme price hikes during a na-
tional emergency.

Many States already have laws on
the books that define price gouging
during a time of disaster or emergency,
yet no clear Federal law prevents price
gouging.

The Federal Trade Commission needs
more tools to crack down on price
gouging and to protect customers. This
bill will give the FTC the ability to go
after gas and oil companies and retail-
ers that, in a time of crisis, jack up
prices without justification.

My constituents deserve a fair mar-
ket, and what is happening right now
feels wrong. It feels like price gouging.
The price of a barrel of oil has fallen in
the last month, yet gas prices at the
pump are at an all-time high.

The FTC simply needs to have the
power to investigate and to crack down
if and when there truly is evidence of
real gouging.

I came to Congress to stand up for
the people in my district, and I will
continue to look for opportunities to
go to bat for them and get some relief
from the economic pressures we are all
facing right now.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, I might just highlight
the FTC already has existing powers
they have used for over 100 years. In
this legislation, ‘‘unconsciously exces-
sive” is not even defined.

I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. LATTA), a leader on
American energy.

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, I rise
in opposition to H.R. 7688.

This bill would task the FTC to act
as the arbiter for determining if price
gouging is occurring and then reset the
prices, never mind the fact that the
FTC has investigated gas prices for
decades and has never determined that
gouging is the reason for price fluctua-
tions.

Since day one, President Biden has
made every effort to undermine, avoid,
and restrict oil and gas production in
North America.
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He canceled the Keystone XL pipe-
line, which would have transported
830,000 barrels of oil in every day from
Canada to the United States. He put a
moratorium on leases for oil and gas
exploration on Federal lands, as he said
he would do during the 2020 campaign.

And he has used the SEC to impose
new climate regulations on invest-
ments, which has made it undesirable
for individuals or companies to invest
in the fossil fuel industry.

And what was the result? My con-
stituents in Ohio are currently paying
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the highest prices they have ever paid
at the pump. There is no doubt in my
mind that these prices would be even
higher if Democrats like the Governor
of Michigan had her way and the oper-
ation of the Line 5 pipeline in the
upper Midwest was shut down.

As the crisis continues, the Presi-
dent’s answer is to raid the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve. Since he an-
nounced this plan, the average price of
gas has gone from $4.22 to $4.57.

Instead of taking responsibility,
President Biden has worked with House
Democrats to again shift the blame
through this legislation. Clearly, his
administration’s anti-North American
energy agenda has failed the American
people and resulted in more money
being taken out of their pockets.

I urge my colleagues to support legis-
lation like the American Energy Inde-
pendence from Russia Act, introduced
by Republican leaders Rodgers and
Westerman which will unlock North
American energy and provide relief to
Americans.

Madam Speaker, I urge a ‘‘no’”’ vote
on this bill.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself 1 minute.

I just heard my good friend from
Ohio say that the FTC hasn’t made any
determination in the past about price
gouging in the fuel industry. But that
is the point.

In other words, as the sponsor of the
bill, Dr. Schrier, mentioned, what we
are doing with this legislation is giving
the FTC tools so they can go after
price gouging in the gas and fuel indus-
try because they don’t have those tools
right now.

So what I want to stress to my col-
leagues on the other side is that: What
is the harm in doing this? I mean, some
have said, oh—you know, I hear them
say, Well, there is no price gouging.
There is no indication from the FTC
that there is price gouging.

That is exactly what we are trying to
say, which is we need to give the FTC
the tools so they can look into it and
see where the price gouging exists. So
what is the harm in giving them that
authority?

I don’t see it. I hope my colleagues
on the other side are not for price
gouging. I don’t think they are, but if
you don’t give the FTC the tools, they
are not going to be able to do it.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, I yield 1 minute to
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
GUTHRIE), another leader on American
energy.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I
thank my friend for yielding.

The CEOs of the oil companies testi-
fied before a subcommittee of this com-
mittee that they weren’t price gouging.
They testified under oath. So we have

what we mneed—if they are price
gouging—for the administration to
prosecute. But they are not pros-

ecuting because—well, I don’t know
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why they are not prosecuting. Perhaps
they are not price gouging.

So we need to spend our energy solv-
ing the real issue. Under this adminis-
tration, we have lost our energy inde-
pendence. We are now dependent on
dictators. And if you are dependent on
dictators, you make yourself vulner-
able to their actions. And we are vul-
nerable to what has happened with
Russia and Ukraine.

Just last week, with the highest
prices of energy up till last week,
President Biden took even more land
out of possible production.

Madam Speaker, let’s work together
like we did under COVID. We all came
together under COVID for Operation
Warp Speed that produced a vaccine in
record time; had the logistics to move
it out and move forward, because we all
came together with a whole-govern-
ment/private-sector approach.

Let’s have an Operation Warp Speed
for energy prices, and let’s relieve the
prices at the pump that are damaging
the most vulnerable the most.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
continue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, I yield 1 minute to
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. JOHN-
SON), another leader on unleashing
American energy.

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Madam
Speaker, I rise to urge my colleagues
to oppose this shameful legislation,
H.R. 7688.

The majority continues to blame
ever-rising gasoline prices on every-
thing except the real source, their own
policy failures.

Americans know this all started on
January 20, 2021, with President Biden
signing multiple anti-American energy
executive orders on day one. First,
Democrats blamed COVID for the in-
creasing gas prices. Americans didn’t
buy it.

Then, following Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, Democrats tried spinning it
as Putin’s price hike. That flopped,
too. Today, it is price gouging.

But they can’t even get their fake
story straight because President
Biden’s Energy Secretary told the
House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee that “I’'m not sure anyone is
saying there is wholesale gouging.”’

Here is the bottom line. Instead of
building pipelines, expediting permits,
and flipping the switch on for Amer-
ican energy production, Democrats are
content to play the blame game rather
than helping the American people deal
with skyrocketing inflation. They
would rather try to win a political ar-
gument than solve this problem, and
that is shameful.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself 1 minute.

I seem to be contradicter of the Ohio
Members this morning for some reason.
But I just wanted to say, look, this is
what we are hearing from the Repub-
licans. They are saying the problem
here is government regulation.
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We had a hearing in the Energy and
Commerce Committee. We had the six
oil company executives, and they did
not say that the problem was permits.
They did not say the problem was gov-
ernment regulation. If anything, what
most of them said was the reason they
are not increasing production is be-
cause they are afraid that if they do,
the price is going to go down, and they
are going to lose their shirt.

This decision not to increase produc-
tion has nothing to do with govern-
ment regulation. It has to do with the
fact that they know if they increase
production, the price is going to go
down, and they are not going to make
as much money.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BUCSHON),
who is also another leader on
unleashing American energy.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, my con-
stituents are paying record-high gas
prices. Today, in Evansville, Indiana,
regular unleaded gas is around $4 a gal-
lon, which is actually low compared to
some parts of the country, while diesel
has climbed to nearly $5 a gallon or
over.

On average, gas prices in Indiana are
over 43 percent higher than they were
this time last year. Yet, today, my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
are calling on their usual game plan for
who to blame when gas prices get too
high, price gouging.

Let’s be clear: this isn’t remotely
close to the culprit of why Hoosiers
can’t afford to fill up their cars. It has
been the numerous hostile policies of
the Biden administration toward
American energy producers that has
made difficult supply chain shortages,

and the international disruption
caused by the war in Ukraine dramati-
cally worse and made energy

unaffordable at the pump.

Instead of looking at how we can re-
verse course on these policies, my
friends across the aisle revert back to
calling on the FTC to investigate price
gouging at the pump, attempting to
get the government even more involved
in this self-inflicted crisis.

The Biden administration is playing
right into the hands of Russia and
China by selling off parts of our stra-
tegic fuel reserve, pursuing restrictive
energy policies, and attempting to ne-
gotiate with corrupt dictators, most
recently in Venezuela, for oil, rather
than producing American energy and
getting our country back to the pre-
Biden administration era of energy
dominance, not only independence, but
energy dominance, where we were net
exporters of energy to our friends.

Now is the time to flip the switch
and return to energy independence and
dominance by unleashing American en-
ergy. I urge my colleagues to oppose
H.R. 7688, what I will call the socialist
energy price fixing act.
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. PORTER), who is one of the
key sponsors of this legislation.

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, families
across the country are struggling to
keep up with rising gas prices. In Or-
ange County, California, the price of
gas is nearly $6 a gallon, and the price
has gone up $2 a gallon in just 1 year.

As a single working mom, I see the
difference every time I fill up the tank
for my minivan. I know that higher gas
prices are painful for everyone in our
country, and especially burdensome for
families with limited transportation
options and tight budgets.

These higher gas prices are also push-
ing up the costs for small businesses
and grocery stores, contributing to the
higher prices that families are paying
for everything from food to furniture.

Orange County families need Con-
gress to hold oil companies account-
able when they use their market power
to unfairly raise prices. These corpora-
tions are making record profits, the
highest that they have been in over 7
years, even as Americans are strug-
gling.

They plan to use these profits to buy
back over $35 billion in stock, rather
than investing in production to in-
crease supply, transitioning to green
energy, or bringing down the price at
the pump.

The o0il and gas industry currently
has more than 9,000 permits to drill for
oil on Federal land, but they are delib-
erately Kkeeping production low to
please their investors and increase
their short-term profits. Even when the
price of crude oil falls, oil and gas com-
panies have refused to pass those sav-
ings on to consumers.

Let me be clear: price gouging is
anti-capitalist. It exploits a lack of
competition, which is a hallmark of
capitalism. It is an effort to juice cor-
porate profits at the expense of cus-
tomers. Energy markets are reeling be-
cause of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
Big o0il companies, however, are using
this temporary chaos to cover up their
abuse.

Congress cannot just allow this prof-
iteering to continue. Two weeks ago,
Representative SCHRIER and I intro-
duced the Consumer Fuel Price
Gouging Act to give our Federal Trade
Commission the authority to crack
down on oil and gas companies that in-
crease prices unfairly.

Current antitrust law prohibits price
fixing, but there is nothing in the law
to stop price gouging by individual
companies. This bill would close that
loophole, and I urge my colleagues to
pass this bill.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, unfortunately, this proposal
would do nothing to bring down the
price of gas. Democrats—President
Obama, President Biden—for years
have said high gas prices are necessary
for them to accomplish their political
goals of promoting green energy and
shutting down clean American energy.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. SCA-
LISE), our whip, a mighty leader on
American energy.

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for yielding.

And here we are, it is another week,
and another bill to try to divert atten-
tion away from what Joe Biden himself
did to raise gas prices to the point
where families can’t even afford to
drive to work; can’t even afford to go
to the grocery store to pay 15, 20 per-
cent more for goods because of Biden’s
inflation.

But let’s start from the beginning.

Let me read you a quote from can-
didate Joe Biden. ‘. . . no more drill-
ing on Federal lands. No more drilling,
including offshore. No ability for the
oil industry to continue to drill. Pe-

riod.” That was Joe Biden the can-
didate.
Unfortunately, day one, he started

doing just that, an assault on Amer-
ican energy. And what has been the re-
sult? Dramatically higher gas prices
starting day one when he canceled the
Keystone pipeline.

It wasn’t just that pipeline. He can-
celed any new pipelines to move oil in
America. He is not against all pipe-
lines. He greenlighted Russia’s pipe-
line, let them sell their oil to Europe,
canceled ours.

What else did he do? Well, let’s just
hit a few of the points that are, by the
way, not included in this bill.

S0, no new leases on Federal lands.
In fact, just last week, amidst high gas
prices, Biden shut down the Gulf of
Mexico and Alaska, some of the richest
reserves in the United States, making
us more addicted to foreign oil.

In fact, if anybody is going to be sued
for gouging, it should be the gouger in
chief, Joe Biden, who has created this
problem. But this bill doesn’t allow
him to be sued.

You can sue other people in this bill.
You could sue your local gas station if
you don’t like the high price of gas, but
you can’t sue the person who actually
did these things that have increased
the price of gasoline, Joe Biden.
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Let’s actually open up America
again. Stop relying on foreign coun-
tries for our energy when we can make
it here cleaner, better than anyone in
the world, and lower gas prices and ad-
dress this problem. This bill doesn’t do
it. We ought to bring up the bills that
actually fix the problem.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Florida (Ms. CASTOR), who is not
only on our committee, but chairs the
Select Committee on the Climate Cri-
sis.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam
Speaker, I thank my colleagues Rep-
resentative SCHRIER and Representa-
tive PORTER for bringing the Consumer
Fuel Price Gouging Act to the floor. It
is necessary.

Gas prices are exorbitant because
Vladimir Putin invaded UkKkraine and
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also because greedy fossil fuel compa-
nies are price gouging the American
people.

Oil and gas companies are inten-
tionally keeping the price of gas high
because they are able to take those ex-
orbitant profits and pad their bottom
line, they are able to buy back their
own stock, and they are able to provide
bonuses to their CEOs.

Meanwhile, they are sitting on 9,000
unused permits, right now. So don’t
buy the line that there is something
that must be done to provide dirtier
shortcuts to drilling right now. No, it
is about what is happening with these
companies.

In Florida, families are paying more
than $4.50 per gallon. Meanwhile,
ExxonMobil made $23 billion in the
first quarter, Shell over $19 billion,
Chevron over $15 billion, and BP over
$13 billion.

But did the oil and gas CEOs provide
relief to consumers? No, they put it in
their pockets. They are enriching
themselves.

That is why we have got to pass this
bill because it needs to stop. It is why
I offered an amendment with Rep-
resentative DEMINGS to target price-
gouging practices rooted in corporate
greed and ensure the American people
are not subjected to such price gouging
during times of national or inter-
national crisis or emergencies.

While we fight to lower energy costs
and go after price gouging by the oil
and gas corporations and their CEOs,
we also need to speed up clean, cheap-
er, renewable energy so that petro-des-
pots like Putin and greedy oil compa-
nies do not control our lives and con-
tinue to raid our pocketbooks. I urge
my colleagues to vote yes.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, I yield 1%2 minutes to
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. CAR-
TER), a leader on unleashing American
energy.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to oppose H.R.
7688, Washington Democrats’ socialist
energy price-fixing act.

Citing the lowest level of gasoline
production since 2019, J.P. Morgan is
predicting that gas will reach a record
$6.20 a gallon by the end of the sum-
mer.

We are already seeing the high stick-
er price for gasoline ever, and we
haven’t even scratched the surface of
what this administration is capable of.

Pain at the pump isn’t a cause of the
Biden administration’s policies; it is
the intended effect. They have admit-
ted it themselves. The higher gas
prices climb, the more affordable elec-
tric vehicles and their Green New Deal
policies become.

Rather than incentivizing innovation
and helping America unleash its energy
potential, this administration is strip-
ping away the working class’ pur-
chasing power to strong-arm their
rush-to-green agenda.

If you have seen President Biden’s
approval ratings, you know that plan is
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backfiring, which is why House Demo-
crats are anxiously attempting to de-
flect blame on oil companies, casting
them as price makers instead of what
they really are, price takers.

This is not the first time government
price controls on oil and gas have been
tried. It was the 1970s, and it led to de-
creased production, massive shortages
and rationing, and mile-long lines at
the gas pump. Washington Democrats
want tomorrow’s gas stations to resem-
ble today’s empty baby formula
shelves.

Socialism is not the answer, it is the
enemy. Look no further than Ven-
ezuela and Russia for proof. We must
flip the switch. I encourage everyone to
vote against this bill.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
California (Mr. LEVIN).

Mr. LEVIN of California. Madam
Speaker, I rise today in support of the
Consumer Fuel Price Gouging Preven-
tion Act, particularly several provi-
sions from the bill I introduced.

Americans across the country are
feeling the pain of high prices at the
pump, and much of that is the result of
what I call the three Ps: pandemic,
Putin, and price gouging.

First, our economy has recovered
from the pandemic faster than anyone
expected, and the fuel supply has not
kept up with demand; second, Putin’s
unjustified war in Ukraine has thrown
global o0il markets into turmoil con-
tributing to higher prices here at
home; and third, big oil is taking ad-
vantage of the situation to jack up
prices at the pump and rake in record-
breaking profits.

While that has helped CEOs and
shareholders line their own pockets
with record profits, it has done an in-
credible disservice to everyday Ameri-
cans who are paying for it at the pump.

My provisions of the bill we are con-
sidering today strengthen the Federal
Trade Commission’s authority to ad-
dress inflating prices for consumers
and doubles the maximum penalty for
any bad actors to $2 million per day for
each violation.

Big oil companies should be on notice
that they will be held accountable for
taking advantage of the American peo-
ple.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. DUNCAN), a leader on unleashing
American energy.

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, these
stickers here of Joe Biden keep pop-
ping up on gas pumps all across the Na-
tion. Let me be clear: Joe Biden abso-
lutely did that. He raised gas prices.

On the campaign trail, he told the
American people he was going to kill
the fossil fuel industries, and he is try-
ing to do that. From day one, he can-
celed Keystone XL pipeline to provide
oil to our refineries; emboldened Vladi-
mir Putin by greenlighting the Nord
Stream 2 project; suspended oil and gas
leasing on Federal lands; delayed per-
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mits for energy infrastructure and
pipelines; drained the strategic petro-
leum reserve; revoked permits for crit-
ical mineral projects; and canceled oil
leases in Alaska and the Gulf of Mex-
ico.

Democrats can try to play the blame
game, because your policies are not
working, and you have tried to play
the blame game. First, you blamed it
on COVID-19. Then you blamed it on
Vladimir Putin and the war in
Ukraine. Now it is price gouging.

Nothing could be further from the
truth because this is simple economics:
supply and demand. When we came out
of the pandemic, global demand was
going up. But Joe Biden lessened the
supply available to our refineries to
meet Americans’ needs. Supply and de-
mand. If demand goes up, supply has
got to go up to meet it. If supply goes
down, prices go up because it is a com-
modity and it is more valuable with a
less supply. Supply and demand.

In fact, I believe every Democrat
should go back not to college-level
classes but go take high school-level
economic classes. In fact, the whole
Biden administration ought to go back
to high school Economics 101.

Supply and demand. It is a com-
modity. If we raise supply to meet de-
mand, prices go down. We can do that
by unleashing American energy domi-
nance.

Look where gas prices were before
Joe Biden took office. It was because of
an America-first energy policy, not an
America-last energy policy that we see
coming out of this administration.

We can solve this, but not by reduc-
ing Americans’ ability to produce the
natural resources that we have been
blessed with in this country. Unfortu-
nately, we have been cursed by liberal
politicians who want to and are caus-
ing Americans to pay more at the
pump.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
PORTER). Members are reminded to di-
rect their remarks to the Chair.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2% minutes to the gentleman
from Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE), who
is a subcommittee chair on the Judici-
ary Committee and has done a great
job bringing out how so many large
corporations are involved in monopo-
lies and antitrust and market manipu-
lation, which is exactly what is going
on here.

Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for his time and
kind words.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in
strong support of the Consumer Price
Gouging Protection Act.

On the mind of every single Amer-
ican today are soaring gas prices that
are happening all across this country.
Just this week, prices hit $4 or more in
every State, draining the wallets of ev-
eryday Americans.

Gas companies would like us to think
that these prices are rising solely be-
cause of inflation and supply chain
issues. But if these prices were solely
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based on inflation or supply chain
issues, these companies wouldn’t be
seeing the record profits they have
seen in recent months.

The real issues are greed, manipula-
tion, and market concentration. They
are trying to take advantage of the
pandemic as an opportunity to raise
prices just because they can, and con-
sumers are paying for it.

Exxon reported in the first quarter of
2022 its net profit more than doubled to
$56.5 Dbillion compared to last year.
Chevron has reported its highest quar-
terly profit in nearly a decade, just to
name a few examples. These profits are
a direct expense to American families,
many of whom are struggling just to
make ends meet.

This desperately needed legislation
will help lower gas prices to a fair level
by cracking down on price gouging and
penalizing market manipulators.

This legislation will directly prohibit
exploitative, unconscionable, excessive
prices at the pump which we have seen
for months all across this country.

Rather than trying to blame people
and take advantage of this moment, we
should be working together to lower
prices for consumers. Instead of mak-
ing speeches about how this is Joe
Biden’s fault, look at the market con-
centration, look at the gouging, and do
something to help your constituents by
lowering gas prices.

I know it might not be as politically
advantageous, but let’s do the right
thing and provide real relief to working
families who are struggling with these
outrageous prices that are a direct re-
sult of market share, manipulation,
and gouging. We can do something
about it. This bill does so. I am proud
to be a cosponsor. I urge everyone who
cares about the high price of gas to
stop playing the blame game and do
something to help your constituents.
This bill will do it.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentlewoman from Arizona (Mrs.
LESKO), a leader on unleashing Amer-
ican clean energy that is abundant.

Mrs. LESKO. Madam Speaker, wow,
quite the speech we heard from our col-
leagues.

Democrats have shifted the blame of
surging gas prices so many times they
can’t even keep track of who is to
blame or what is to blame.

First they blamed it on COVID. Then
they blamed it on Putin. Remember,
they called it the Putin gas hike. Now
they are blaming it on mom-and-pop
gas stations who often are just strug-
gling to get by.

The problem is that even Biden’s own
Secretary of Energy said: “I am not
sure anyone is saying there is whole-
sale gouging.”” Oh, Madam Speaker,
yes, that is exactly what your Demo-
crat colleagues are now claiming.

But Americans are smart. They know
the truth. This is the Biden gas price
hike. Let’s look at this chart. In the
chart right here, gas prices started ris-
ing as soon as Biden took office. It just
keeps going up and up and up and up.
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It is very clear: President Biden’s
war on American energy and his rad-
ical rush-to-green agenda are the rea-
son that Americans are paying more
for gas at the pump. But instead of
taking responsibility for the radical
policies and unleashing American en-
ergy, Democrats in this bill want to
use the FTC and State attorneys gen-
eral to attack small businesses and
take our Nation one step closer to so-
cialism.

Thankfully, Republicans have the an-
swer. It is time to flip the switch on
American energy and reverse the dam-
age Biden and the Democrats have
done. Let’s pass the American Energy
Independence from Russia Act, which
Democrats have blocked five times.
That is the bill that will lower gas
prices at the pump.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
PENCE), a leader on unleashing Amer-
ican cleaner and abundant energy.

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in opposition to H.R. 7688 be-
cause all I hear about back home is in-
flation. I hear about inflation, infla-
tion, inflation, and it is not just gas
prices.

Everyone knows back in the Indiana
Sixth District that it is not the Putin
price hike, and it is not price gouging;
it is out-of-control Federal spending
and out-of-touch liberal policies.

America, pay attention right now.
First, it is going to be the oil compa-
nies, then it is going to be the medical
industry, then it is going to be the
meat producers, then it is going to be
the farmers.

The Democrats are coming for you.
They want to take the money out of
your pocket through price-gouging
bills instead of fighting and doing the
right thing to fight inflation.

Let’s be clear: Their policies are
wrong.
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I know a handful of my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle know this is
wrong, and I know they are going to
vote against this bill.

We must reject this abuse of law-
making authority and, instead, look to
deregulation for the answers. I urge
you to vote ‘‘no.”

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Michigan (Ms. TLAIB).

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to tell the truth, the truth that
most Americans already know: Cor-
porate greed is at the core of high costs
of gas. It is out of control, and our resi-
dents deserve us to do something about
it.

In 2021, ExxonMobil profits jumped
more than 60 percent over prepandemic
levels to a disgusting $23 billion. The
seven largest so-called supermajors
have all seen massive profits and are
on track for a record of $38 billion in
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stock buybacks and $50 billion in
shareholder dividends this year—stock
buybacks while our communities are
suffering.

Our residents are so fed up with cor-
porate greed, and Big Oil execs are
truly lucky that all we are demanding
right now is fair prices.

The Consumer Fuel Price Gouging
Prevention Act is important because it
empowers our government with the
tools that are needed to crack down on
these outrageous behaviors, to recog-
nize what this is all about—price
gouging.

Let’s put people first before the cor-
porations. They are struggling. I rep-
resent the third poorest congressional
district in the country. This is dis-
gusting, what we are doing to the
American people. It is our job and re-
sponsibility to put them first.

I thank my colleagues, Dr. SCHRIER,
Congresswoman PORTER, and Chairman
PALLONE, for their leadership and cour-
age to take this on. It is important,
and it is the right time right now to
again hold them accountable.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, how much time is re-
maining on each side of the debate?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Washington has 103
minutes. The gentleman from New Jer-
sey has 12 minutes.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
JOYCE), a region that is anxious to un-
leash clean, abundant American en-
ergy.

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, as we stand here today, the
average price of gasoline in my home-
town, Altoona, Pennsylvania, has
reached $4.79 per gallon. Now, when I
left to come back to Washington after
voting in the Pennsylvania primary on
Tuesday, it was 20 cents a gallon
cheaper. I applaud my colleagues for fi-
nally recognizing that gas prices are
definitely a problem.

The major price increase didn’t occur
in a vacuum. On day one of his Presi-
dency, Joe Biden canceled the Key-
stone XL pipeline, singlehandedly de-
stroying thousands of good-paying
American jobs and crippling our energy
industry.

Just last week, President Biden dou-
bled down on his mission to crush
American energy producers by can-
celing three key oil and natural gas
leases. Attempting to reverse the ef-
fects of this disastrous policy by pun-
ishing energy companies is a dangerous
proposal that would not solve the crisis
that is at hand.

Instead of creating price controls
that would lead to less production and
massive gas shortages, we need to rely
on the energy that lies beneath the feet
of my constituents in Pennsylvania.
Turn energy production back on here
in America.

We should unleash our energy pro-
ducers to provide the resources that we
need and turn away from socialist
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crackdowns that continue to hurt
Americans more as time goes on.

Price controls only lead to inflation,
and with the worst inflation in 40 years
right now happening, Americans can-
not afford price hike legislation.

Madam Speaker, I oppose this bill,
and I urge my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to vote ‘“no.”

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
continue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to
the gentleman from North Dakota (Mr.
ARMSTRONG), a region with clean, abun-
dant American energy, and he is defi-
nitely a leader for American energy.

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Madam Speaker,
ever since this administration has
taken office, I have always been con-
fused as to whether their policies to-
ward domestic energy production are
thinly veiled political messaging
points or if they really, truly didn’t un-
derstand markets.

For the last 2 years, I have gone back
and forth as to which one of those
things is actually true. At least today,
when we are here, we can be back to
the point where we are talking about
thinly veiled messaging bills, where we
get back to the normal operation of
how we do majority-minority politics
in the House.

The Biden administration spent their
entire administration—and this is after
being on the campaign that the Presi-
dent, while a candidate, said they will
use a whole-of-government approach to
shut down the oil and gas industry.

January 20, 2021: President Biden
killed the Keystone X1, pipeline.

February 26, 2021: President Biden
and the administration inflated the so-
cial cost of carbon to justify onerous
regulations of fossil fuels.

June 1, 2021: President Biden pro-
posed a budget that would increase
taxes on energy producers by over $35
billion a year.

August 11, 2021: President Biden
asked foreign operators at OPEC+, not
domestic producers, to increase supply
to address rising gas prices.

October 29, 2021: President Biden and
congressional Democrats proposed a
methane tax on all domestic oil and
gas production.

November 17, 2021: President Biden
tried to redirect the blame for rising
gas prices by requesting the FTC to in-
vestigate o0il and gas companies on
trumped-up accusations of illegal ac-

tivity.
February 17, 2022: President Biden’s
FERC Chairman pushed through

changes making it next to impossible
to put midstream infrastructure or up-
grade existing pipeline infrastructure.

March 21, 2022: The SEC, in an at-
tempt to morph into the securities and
environmental commission, issued a
proposal that would target carbon en-
ergy companies and empower activist
shareholders.

March 28, 2022: President Biden, in
the middle of an energy crisis, once
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again proposed a tax increase on do-
mestic oil and gas producers, totaling
nearly $45 billion.

March 30, 2022: The FDIC Chairman
proclaimed that the carbon-emitting
sources of energy present risks to the
safety of the financial sector.

This is starting with asking OPEC
and doing two releases of the SPR.
None of these things have worked to
bring down oil and gas prices because
they simply don’t. The last time a re-
finery to produce gasoline came online
in the United States with any true
downstream capacity was in 1976, the
year I was born, 45 years ago.

The irony of this situation is that
House Democrats and the Biden admin-
istration are not even on the same
page. It is just a coincidence that a few
months ago President Biden asked the
FTC, an entity that is supposed to be
an independent commission, to inves-
tigate gasoline prices.

Three weeks ago, the House Energy
and Commerce Committee held a hear-
ing where nearly every Democrat ac-
cused companies of price gouging or,
even worse, war profiteering. They
seem to have forgotten the fact that
two of the accused companies have ab-
solutely zero refining capacity and still
were accused of this.

A week later, I asked Secretary
Granholm whether she agrees with the
false accusation that oil and gas com-
panies are price gouging. In our hear-
ing, Secretary Granholm stated: ‘I am
not sure anyone is saying there is
wholesale gouging.” Yet, here we are
today on a bill in the House saying
this.

Listen, there is no secret why this
happens. You cannot ask oil and gas
companies, particularly onshore com-
panies, to increase production when
the infrastructure doesn’t exist to get
that product to market.

You have the Duke pipeline, and you
have the Dominion pipeline, both in
Virginia; you had the Williams pipeline
moving into New York; you had the
Enbridge line in Minnesota; you have
the Enbridge line under Lake Michi-
gan; you had the Dakota Access Pipe-
line in North Dakota; and let us not
forget the Keystone XL, which hap-
pened on the first day in office.

There is a truck driver shortage;
there is a worker shortage; and rail is
full of coal because coal companies
drafted down all of their excess capac-
ity because nobody wanted to use it,
and now it turns out it is cheaper than
natural gas.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Just one quick
question. Here is the worst part about
all of this. We can do this. We can do
the back-and-forth, but the simple fact
of the matter is this bill will do noth-
ing to bring down gas prices.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Not one cent.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

The

The
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I just need to dispel what my col-
leagues on the Republican side are say-
ing about government regulation.

When we had a hearing which led to
this legislation in the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, in the Oversight and
Investigations Subcommittee, it was
clear that the issue was not govern-
ment regulation; it was not lack of
pipelines; it was not an inability to ex-
port LNG; it was not permits. And we
have a survey beyond that, beyond the
hearing where the oil companies are
saying that only 6 percent indicated
that government regulation had any-
thing to do with what was going on
with these gas prices.

It is about the market. It is about
supply and demand. The GOP has men-
tioned supply and demand consistently
here today, but the problem is that the
oil companies don’t want to increase
production. They don’t want to in-
crease the supply. A couple of them
were honest at the hearing and said:
Yeah, we are not increasing production
because we are afraid that if we do, the
price is going to go down, and we are
going to go bankrupt, or we are going
to lose money.

So, yes, it is a supply-and-demand
situation. We as Democrats are saying,
yes, increase production. That is what
President Biden has said, increase pro-
duction, and he is trying to get them
to increase production. In fact, the pro-
duction levels today are significantly
less than they were before the COVID
pandemic began.

What is happening here is the market
is not working because of the market
manipulation by the oil companies be-
cause they want to keep the prices
high so that they make more profit.

Now, all I am asking my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle to do is
vote for a bill that addresses price
gouging. I haven’t heard any of them
say they support price gouging. I mean,
I hope they don’t. But they say: Oh,
that is not the issue.

Well, even if it weren’t the issue, or
even if you don’t think it is the issue,
what is the harm of giving the FTC the
authority to go after oil companies if
they are price gouging? What is the
harm in giving them the tools to do
that because we believe, and many peo-
ple believe, that this is, in fact, going
on? Why not give them the tools?

Look at what this bill says. It is very
simple. It says that when prices are
‘“‘unconscionably excessive’” or ‘‘the
seller is exploiting the circumstances
related to an energy emergency to in-
crease prices unreasonably,” why not
give the FTC the tools to go after
someone who is charging too much and
is unconscionably excessive or exploit-
ing the circumstances related to the
energy emergency to increase prices
unreasonably?

Why not give the FTC the tools to go
after that? Even if you don’t think it is
happening, let’s let them look into it.

This is what the factors are that they
are supposed to look at in determining
whether this price gouging takes place:
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whether the amount charged by the
company, retail or wholesale, ‘‘grossly
exceeds the average price at which the
consumer fuel was offered for sale by
such person during the 30-day period
before the date on which the proclama-
tion was issued’; whether the amount
charged by the retailer or wholesaler
“‘grossly exceeds the price at which the
same or a similar consumer fuel was
readily obtainable in the same area
from other sellers during the energy
emergency period.”

This is common sense. We are not
giving the FTC the authority to set the
price, which is what some of my col-
leagues said. They are not setting the
price. They are simply looking into
whether, in a given region, the whole-
salers or the retailers are gouging. If
they are, then go after them. If they
are not, that is fine. That is okay.

But what is the reason not to vote for
this legislation? There is no reason. If
gouging is taking place, let’s look at it.
We believe strongly that it is taking
place. Let us let the FTC have the op-
portunity to look at it.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, the fact of the mat-
ter is, the FTC already has existing
power to investigate, and in fact, this
legislation would essentially allow the
FTC leadership to pick whatever point
in time they find appealing to find a
price at the pump. This is a distrac-
tion.

It does nothing—nothing—to actu-
ally bring down the price of gas that
J.P. Morgan says is expected to hit
$6.20 this summer.

When the American producers were
in front of our committee, they in fact
did say over and over that regulations
are making it difficult. They said: ‘“We
have outstanding permits that, if ap-
proved, would enable us to bring even
more production” on very soon.

Madam Speaker, I yield the remain-
der of my time to the gentleman from
Arkansas (Mr. WESTERMAN). He and I
are leading on the American Energy
Independence from Russia Act.
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Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
I thank the gentlewoman for yielding.

Madam Speaker, if you don’t know
where you are going, you will end up
someplace else.

Even though he had a strange way of
expressing it, even Yogi Berra under-
stood the importance of planning.

Abraham Lincoln got it, he said that
if you gave him 6 hours to chop down a
tree, he will spend the first hour sharp-
ening the ax.

My colleagues across the aisle don’t
seem to understand this, but we should
all get it.

The current 5-year Outer Continental
Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Plan is set to
expire on June 30, and we have no plan
going forward. Energy security and
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independence doesn’t just happen by
chance. It takes careful planning and
thorough execution.

In my freshman introductory class to
engineering, they taught us the prob-
lem-solving method: Define the prob-
lem, come up with a plan, and execute
the plan. It is pretty simple.

Yet, President Biden and his admin-
istration has run roughshod over
American energy resource develop-
ment. They have been hamstringing
energy production at every turn. As it
has been said on this floor many times,
on day one, President Biden halted and
shut down the Keystone XIL. pipeline.
Week one, President Biden halted all
on- and offshore oil and gas leases.

Just last week, with everything
going on, President Biden canceled the
two remaining court-ordered offshore
lease sales in the current 5-year plan.

I think what we have seen as a result
of this administration’s tactics is
something that Yogi Berra would de-
scribe as inflation, like it is 1970s Dem-
ocrat deja vu all over again. Now Con-
gressional Democrats are trying to
prop up these tired, failed policies by
targeting oil and gas industries for al-
leged price gouging.

Madam Speaker, that is not a plan. It
is an agenda. Ben Franklin said it. He
said, If you fail to prepare, you are pre-
paring to fail. The Democrats and the
administration are planning energy
failure.

The hypocrisy is astounding. Time
and time again, Democrats will penal-
ize, restrict, cut off, tax, and burden
American energy industries and yet,
somehow they are still shocked when
the price of gas rises.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues across the aisle to abandon
their radical energy agenda, and for
once, work with us on an actual energy
plan.

John F. Kennedy said, ‘“The time to
repair the roof is when the Sun is shin-
ing.”

Madam Speaker, the storm clouds
are gathering and there is a big hole in
the roof. Fortunately, some of my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
are finally seeing reason.

Just two weeks ago, several Demo-
crat Members representing Texas dis-
tricts sent a letter to President Biden
pleading with him to purchase a new 5-
year plan to allow offshore energy pro-
duction to continue. That is exactly
what today’s MTR would accomplish.
America is already producing energy
safer, cleaner, and cheaper than any-
where else in the world. Why on earth
would Congressional Democrats want
that to continue?

Madam Speaker, if we adopt this mo-
tion to recommit, Republicans will in-
struct the Committee on Energy and
Commerce to consider my amendment,
which would require the Secretary of
the Interior to publish a 5-year Outer
Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing
Plan for 2022 through 2027, as the law
already requires.

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent to insert the text of the
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amendment into the RECORD imme-
diately prior to the vote on the motion
to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, may I inquire how
much time is remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman has 15 seconds remaining.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, I will just remind the
body that this legislation will not
bring down the price of gas that is
headed to $6.20 this summer.

Let’s work together. We can unleash
American energy. It is clean. It is
abundant. We can do both. We can lead
in unleashing American energy while
continuing to bring down carbon emis-
sions. It is not an either-or. Let’s work
together. Let’s get it done. Let’s reject
this bill.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, may
I inquire how much time is remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 7% minutes remaining.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume to close.

Madam Speaker, let me just say to
the ranking member and the Members
on the Republican side of the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, you
know I respect you a great deal, but I
simply do not agree that the FTC al-
ready has the power to go after price
gouging in the oil industry.

What we are doing with this legisla-
tion is giving them that power, making
it clear that the President can declare
an emergency for a period of time when
he believes that there is an energy cri-
sis, which I don’t think there is any
question that there is. He can give the
FTC the authority by declaring that
emergency to go after price gouging.

I believe very strongly that is what
we are seeing. I think it is proven by
the fact that the oil companies admit
that they are not necessarily inter-
ested in increasing production.

Again, my response to my colleagues
on the other side, is whether or not you
think this is going to be effective or
not, what is the harm in giving the
FTC this additional authority so they
can look and investigate and determine
whether price gouging has existed? I
don’t think they have those tools now
without this legislation.

What we are doing is trying to give
whatever tools are possible to the Fed-
eral Government, to Federal agencies
to try to do what we can to bring down
prices. That is why I would urge their
support for this legislation.

Madam Speaker, I listened to what
the gentleman from Arkansas said. He
said that he wants to be a problem-
solver. Well, the problem here is that
the oil companies are causing the prob-
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lem. They are not solving the problem;
they are causing the problem. If we
want to be problem-solvers, we have to
step in and take some action to pre-
vent the continued gouging and raising
of prices and the huge profits that they
are making at the expense of the Amer-
ican people.

Madam Speaker, the bottom line is
that the oil companies can increase
production now. There are all kinds of
leases that they now have. They can
increase production with existing
leases that they already have. Where
they are already producing oil, they
can produce more. There are at least
9,000 other leases out there that they
haven’t used at all.

Madam Speaker, the other side can
talk about the pipelines and permits
and all these other government regula-
tions that they claim are preventing
the oil companies from increased pro-
duction, but that is not the case. The
oil companies are not saying that.

In fact, when we had the hearing,
they said exactly the opposite. They
said that they are afraid that if they
increase production that they are
going to lose money because the price
will go down. Many of them said ex-
actly that.

I think that is the problem that we
face here, is that they want to keep the
price high so they can continue making
these record profits like we have never
seen before.

Madam Speaker, I am simply asking
Members on both sides of the aisle, if
you care about these rising gas prices,
if you don’t think that the companies
should be able to gouge the American
people, for either of those reasons, you
should be voting for this bill.

Madam Speaker, I think this is a
very important piece of legislation
that will give the Federal Government
the tools to try to bring prices down.
There is absolutely no reason why we
shouldn’t have Members on both sides
of the aisle supporting this because it
is a good bill that will make a dif-
ference.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

BEach further amendment printed in
part C of House Report 117-333 shall be
considered only in the order printed in
the report, may be offered only by a
Member designated in the report, shall
be considered as read, shall be debat-
able for the time specified in the report
equally divided and controlled by the
proponent and an opponent, may be
withdrawn by the proponent at any
time before the question is put there-
on, shall not be subject to amendment,
and shall not be subject to a demand
for division of the question.

AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MRS. DEMINGS.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is now
in order to consider amendment No. 1
printed in part C of House Report 117-
333.

Mrs. DEMINGS. Madam Speaker, 1
have an amendment at the desk.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

At the end of the bill, add the following:

SEC. 3. FTC INVESTIGATION AND REPORT ON
GASOLINE PRICES.

(a) INVESTIGATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Trade Com-
mission shall conduct an investigation to de-
termine if the price of gasoline is being ma-
nipulated by reducing refinery capacity or
by any other form of market manipulation
or artificially increased by price gouging
practices.

(2) CONSIDERATION.—In conducting the in-
vestigation under paragraph (1), the Federal
Trade Commission may consider the impact
of mergers and acquisitions in the oil and
gas industry, including mergers and acquisi-
tions involving producers, refiners, trans-
porters, and gas stations.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 270 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Federal Trade Commission shall submit to
Congress a report on the investigation con-
ducted under subsection (a), including a
long-term strategy for the Commission and
Congress to address manipulation of oil and
gas markets during times of national or
international crisis or emergency.

(c) EXEMPTION FROM PAPERWORK REDUC-
TION AcT.—Chapter 35 of title 44, United
States Code, shall not apply to the collection
of information under subsection (a).

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Federal Trade Commission to carry out this
section $1,000,000 for fiscal year 2023.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1124, the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Mrs. DEMINGS)
and a Member opposed each will con-
trol 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida.

Mrs. DEMINGS. Madam Speaker,
thank you for this opportunity to offer
this amendment.

We all know on both sides of the aisle
that families across America, and cer-
tainly in my home State of Florida, are
working hard to make ends meet. But
at the same time, we also see the big-
gest oil and gas companies racking up
record profits.

As a matter of fact, according to
Business Insider, five companies’ first-
quarter profits alone are equivalent to
almost 28 percent of what America
spent to fill up their gas tanks in the
same time period.

Now, just think about that. Now,
don’t get me wrong, in America, people
in business should have the oppor-
tunity to make a profit. But we must
also make sure that corporations, espe-
cially during times of emergency and
times of crisis, are not taking advan-
tage of working families. And if they
are, they must be held accountable.

Madam Speaker, this amendment
would require the Federal Trade Com-
mission to study past activity, to see
whether market manipulation, anti-
competitive conduct, unfair and decep-
tive practices, and just plain, old price
gouging have contributed in the past to
high gas prices, especially when the
American people are hurting.

Madam Speaker, I would expect my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
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to support this amendment because
this study would certainly reveal the
truth, the facts. Good actors would
have nothing to worry about because
their actions would clear them, but it
would also pave the way for much-
needed accountability. Bad actors
would be held accountable.

Madam Speaker, I am trying to fig-
ure out who exactly are my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle defend-
ing? Who are they protecting? Who are
they fighting for? It should be the
American people.

As Members of Congress, we must
provide the oversight necessary to pro-
tect consumers. That is our job, not to
protect corporations, especially during
challenging times. Let’s protect the
American consumer during good and
challenging times. Let’s take a look at
the behavior that they have already
engaged in to pave the way for nec-
essary action moving forward.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this amendment on
behalf of American families that are
struggling.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, I claim the time in
opposition to the amendment.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mrs. DEMINGS. Madam Speaker, 1
am prepared to close.

Madam Speaker, this is a critical
moment for our Nation. It is certainly
not a time to play politics. This is not
a moment about the next election. This
is a moment for us to do our jobs today
and protect the people who voted for us
and sent us to Congress in the first
place. I don’t know how my colleagues
do it on the other side of the aisle, but
corporations are not people.

Madam Speaker, I hear from con-
stituents in my district every day
about the unbelievable prices that they
have to pay, certainly, at the gas
pumps.
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Now, I repeat, I am not sure exactly,
Madam Speaker, who my colleagues
are fighting so hard to defend, who
they are fighting or what, what they
are fighting so hard to defend and to
protect.

Right now as we are having this de-
bate on the floor, there are constitu-
ents for all of us all over this country
who are struggling, worried about how
to pay their bills, how to fill up their
gas tanks so they can go to work, they
can go to the pharmacies to get much-
needed medication, they can take their
children to school.

Who are we here to protect and fight
for? Well, I would remind my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
that our primary responsibility is to
the American people.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
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support this amendment. Let’s look at
past behavior to determine future be-
havior.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

The FTC already has significant au-
thority. Its specific investigative pow-
ers are defined in sections 6, 9, and 20 of
the FTC Act, 15 U.S.C. sections 46, 49,
and 57b-1. In addition, the premerger
notification provisions in section 7TA of
the Clayton Act prohibit consumma-
tion of covered acquisitions until the
parties provide the FTC with the re-
quested information.

The FTC has investigated price
gouging, gas price gouging before, and
has not found widespread price
gouging.

This amendment will distort the
market further and discourage domes-
tic production of energy and prevent
the creation of new American jobs. The
underlying legislation in this amend-
ment is a distraction.

Unfortunately, this bill never had a
hearing in the Energy and Commerce
Committee. The Speaker abused her
power and ignored the work of the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee mem-
bers.

Let’s work together. We can unleash
American energy in Pennsylvania,
North Dakota, and Texas rather than
asking Venezuela, Iran, and OPEC to
produce more.

I wish the Democrats would have
made in order the amendment that
BRUCE WESTERMAN—the ranking Re-
publican on the Natural Resources
Committee—and I have introduced to
unleash American energy, the Amer-
ican Energy Independence from Russia
Act. It would restart the leasing on
Federal lands and waters. It would re-
instate pipelines in America. It would
eliminate regulatory barriers to U.S.
LNG exports. It would protect critical
mineral developments in the United
States.

I yield such time as he may consume
to the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
PFLUGER), a leader on unleashing
American energy in Texas and beyond.

Mr. PFLUGER. Madam Speaker, I
rise today in strong opposition of H.R.
7688, the Democrats’ attempt to redi-
rect blame for the consequences of
their poor energy policies.

It is really kind of hard to believe
that we are actually having a discus-
sion about capitalism here. That is at
the essence of this discussion. We have
a chart on the other side of the aisle
that describes the profits that are
being made by corporations, and I also
heard something that is interesting,
that corporations are not people. Well,
try telling that to the 10 million people
who work in this industry that they
are not people, that their actions don’t
employ people. I think that is a very
misguided statement.

But accusing the oil and gas pro-
ducers who operate in a global market
of price gouging, let me ask a question:
Does anybody remember what hap-
pened on April 20 of 2020, and was there
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a hearing held in this House of Rep-
resentatives before I was elected on
April 20, when prices went negative 38?
Was there a price gouging hearing on
capitalism, on premarket principles
when prices went to negative 38, and
hundreds of thousands of Americans
lost their job due to market forces?
Was there a hearing on that day, and
now we are putting up a slide that
talks about profits?

Are we anticapitalists here? Is that
what the message is to those 10 million
people in this industry, that they are
not allowed to make a profit? No, that
is not the question that the 2 million
Texans that participate in this indus-
try would ask.

What they would ask, along with
former Obama adviser Jason Furman,
the chairman of the Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers, who has clearly said
that there is not price gouging. That is
coming from President Obama’s lead
adviser. I am not sure what else we
need on the other side of the aisle to
put this in a bin and discard it.

Madam Speaker, the solution to high
energy prices is getting rid of the over-
bearing regulatory environment that is
absolutely preventing pipelines like
the Mountain Valley Pipeline from de-
livering energy to places like New
York where gas prices are now exceed-
ing $5, maybe $6.

Instead of promoting more produc-
tion at home, in my home in Texas like
the Permian Basin, this White House is
canceling lease sales, and they are
talking about, well, we have 9,000
leases. You know what we need? 90,000
leases, not 9,000. Anybody who knows
anything about this industry under-
stands that 9,000 leases don’t get the
job done. It is 90,000 leases that are
needed to reduce the cost to help the
American consumer to get back to
what we had in 2016 to 2020, which was
American energy dominance. That is
the real problem here.

The American public is not buying
this argument. The American public is
not buying it. Let’s set a real national
energy strategy for our country to se-
cure energy independence once and for
all instead of pandering to countries
like Venezuela and Iran.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1124, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the
amendment offered by the gentle-
woman from Florida (Mrs. DEMINGS).

The question is on the amendment
offered by the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Mrs. DEMINGS).

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, on that I demand the
yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this question are
postponed.
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AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MR. PAPPAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is now
in order to consider amendment No. 2
printed in part C of House Report 117-
333.

Mr. PAPPAS. Madam Speaker, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Add at the end of the bill the following:
SEC. 3. TRANSPORTATION FUEL MONITORING

AND ENFORCEMENT WITHIN THE
FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF THE TRANSPORTATION
FUEL MONITORING AND ENFORCEMENT UNIT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall es-
tablish within the Commission the Transpor-
tation Fuel Monitoring and Enforcement
Unit (in this section referred to as the
“Unit”).

(2) DUTIES OF THE UNIT.—

(A) PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY.—The primary
responsibility of the Unit shall be to assist
the Commission in protecting the public in-
terest by continuously and comprehensively
collecting, monitoring, and analyzing crude
oil and transportation fuel market data in
order to—

(i) support transparent and competitive
market practices;

(ii) identify any market manipulation, re-
porting of false information, use of market
power to disadvantage consumers, or other
unfair method of competition; and

(iii) facilitate enforcement of penalties
against persons in violation of relevant stat-
utory prohibitions.

(B) SPECIFIC DUTIES.—In order to carry out
the responsibility under subparagraph (A),
the Unit shall assist the Commission in car-
rying out the following duties:

(i) Receiving, compiling, and analyzing rel-
evant buying and selling activity in order to
identify and investigate anomalous market
trends and suspicious behavior.

(ii) Determining whether excessive con-
centration or exclusive control of energy-re-
lated infrastructure may allow or result in
anti-competitive behaviors.

(iii) Gathering evidence of wrongdoing
against any person in violation of the statu-
tory prohibitions on market manipulation
and false information established in, and
consistent with, subtitle B of title VIII of
the Energy Independence and Security Act of
2007 or any other applicable provisions of the
Federal Trade Commission Act (156 U.S.C. 45
et. seq.).

(iv) Obtaining a data-sharing agreement
with the Energy Information Administration
that includes the data collected in accord-
ance with section 205(n) of the Department of
Energy Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7135).

(v) Obtaining data-sharing agreements
with the Commodities Futures Trading Com-
mission, the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, and as necessary and prac-
ticable, State energy offices or commissions,
and relevant public and private data sources
that will allow the Commission to receive
and archive information on—

(I) crude oil and transportation fuel buying
and selling activity;

(IT) individual physical and financial mar-
ket positions of market participants regard-
ing crude oil and transportation fuel;

(III) refinery output, capacity, and inven-
tory levels of crude oil and transportation
fuel;

(IV) imports and exports of crude oil and
transportation fuel within regions and at
levels that could impact prices faced by con-
sumers;

(V) public announcements by energy com-
panies of planned pricing or output decisions
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regarding crude oil and transportation fuel;
and

(VI) other relevant market information
that will facilitate the gathering of evidence
described in clause (iii), including sufficient
market information necessary to monitor for
cross-market manipulations that may in-
clude multiple financial and physical market
positions.

(vi) Any other information determined ap-
propriate by the Commission to carry out
the responsibility under subparagraph (A).

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COMMISSION.—Other than in subsection
(a)(2)(B)(v), the term ‘‘Commission”” means
the Federal Trade Commission.

(2) TRANSPORTATION FUEL.—The term
“‘transportation fuel” includes gasoline, dis-
tillate fuels (including heating oil), jet fuel,
aviation gasoline, and biofuel (including eth-
anol, biomass-based diesel and distillates,
and renewable blending components).

(c) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Commission shall promulgate regulations to
carry out this section.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Commission such sums as may be necessary
for each of fiscal years 2022 through 2027 to
carry out this section.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1124, the gen-
tleman from New Hampshire (Mr.
PAPPAS) and a Member opposed each
will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Hampshire.

Mr. PAPPAS. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise to offer an amendment to pre-
vent price gouging and to lower fuel
prices at the pump.

Families across my home State of
New Hampshire are seeing gas prices
rise higher and higher to an average of
more than $4.62 a gallon today.

Yet, while they confront tighter and
tighter budgets, o0il companies con-
tinue to rake in record profits and pay
out huge dividends to stockholders.

One o0il CEO has observed that his
company is ‘‘a cash machine.” His
peers would agree. Four of the largest
Big 0Oil companies collectively made
$27 billion in profits during the first
quarter alone this year.

During testimony before the Energy
and Commerce Committee last month,
six Big Oil CEOs refused to scale back
stock buybacks and help lower prices
at the pump.

These companies would Kkeep over-
charging consumers, our families, and
our small businesses, in order to keep
generating higher and higher profits.

Despite the fact that the price of
crude oil fell over the past month, the
price consumers pay at the pump has
continued to escalate. Markets are sup-
posed to be responsive to supply and
demand, but in the face of renewed de-
mand as we have gotten people vac-
cinated and reopened our businesses
and gotten America back on track, Big
0il would rather keep prices and prof-
its high than to increase supply for
families in my State.

The amendment that I am offering
today will enact legislation that I
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helped introduce along with Congress-
man MIKE LEVIN, the Transportation
Fuel Market Transparency Act. It will
establish a new unit at the Federal
Trade Commission devoted to pro-
tecting the public interest by moni-
toring fuel markets to facilitate trans-
parent and competitive market prac-
tices, target fuel market manipulation,
and enable the FTC to hold bad actors
accountable.

The FTC should be able to go after
o0il companies if they willfully inflate
the price of gasoline or manipulate the
market. We must use every resource
and every tool possible to address high
costs for consumers.

It is unacceptable that while Ameri-
cans struggle and sacrifice, oil and gas
companies are maximizing profits. And
they are doing it at a time that we are
recovering from a global pandemic, and
we are seeing a Russian invasion of
Ukraine.

Nothing is standing in the way of oil
companies expanding production. The
problem isn’t government regulation;
the problem is Big Oil keeping supply
artificially low and prices artificially
high. Americans have had enough.

We have to do all we can to give our
constituents the relief that they de-
serve. I urge my colleagues to support
this commonsense amendment, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, I claim the time in
opposition to the amendment.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Washington is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. PAPPAS. Madam Speaker, I urge
adoption of this amendment and under-
lying legislation.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, this amendment fur-
ther weaponizes the FTC to go after
any businesses involved in the energy
supply chain, even those businesses
that have no control over the price of
gasoline and other energy commod-
ities.

This amendment is unnecessary. The
FTC already has significant powers to
investigate true price gouging via its
authority guarding against ‘‘unfair and
deceptive acts and practices.”

Today’s historically high gas prices
are not a price-gouging issue. This is a
clear issue of the anti-American energy
policies of the Biden administration
and those that are compromising en-
ergy security in the United States and
subjecting American families to pain
at the pump.

We need to flip the switch on Amer-
ican oil and gas production. The Amer-
ican Energy Independence From Russia
Act that Congressman BRUCE
WESTERMAN—the ranking Republican
on the Natural Resources Committee—
and myself have introduced has been
rejected five times already.
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This legislation would restart oil and
gas leasing on Federal lands and
waters; reinstate the Keystone XL
pipeline; increase LNG exports by re-
moving regulatory barriers and protect
critical mineral development in the
United States.

This is the way that we unleash
American energy. This is the way that
America becomes energy independent
once again. This is the way that Amer-
ica continues to lead in clean, abun-
dant American energy.

Madam Speaker, I yield such time as
he may consume to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. PFLUGER).

Mr. PFLUGER. Madam Speaker, I
thank the ranking member for her
leadership on this issue.

Let’s talk about keeping prices arti-
ficially low. Keeping prices artificially
low is the policy of the Biden adminis-
tration to attack the oil and gas indus-
try to keep supply low. That is the pol-
icy of the administration.

The all-out assault that started on
January 20 of 2021 by canceling the
Keystone Pipeline while greenlighting
the Nord Stream pipeline has further
weakened the United States and our al-
lies and partners.

When  President Zelenskyy was
asked—and I personally asked him this
question about what Nord Stream
meant to him—he said that without
Nord Stream that Russia would not
have the impetus or the leverage to in-
vade Ukraine. That was 18 to 20 days
prior to the invasion.

So I ask my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle if their next amend-
ment is to prevent American compa-
nies from making a profit? Maybe that
is the next amendment that we are
going to see because the American pub-
lic is not buying this.

Biden’s failed policies on energy have
weakened the United States to such a
degree that it has now been reported
widely and today that we are going to
enter one of the most horrific energy
crises that we face in the United States
and beyond. Europe is already going
through this. Their failed policies 20
yvears ago led to their point of paying
$25 for an MCF of gas. That is five
times greater than what we pay here in
the U.S.

To respond to my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle, President
Biden’s own energy expert has said
that the worldwide capacity to in-
crease production is less than 2 per-
cent. That is worldwide. And right here
in the United States when you look at
the ESG issues and the assault on cap-
ital and access to capital, we do need
an investigation, and the investigation
needs to look into that assault. It
needs to look into the picking of favor-
ites that this administration has used
and the weaponization of every tool
possible.
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American energy security is national
security. It is time to put Midland over
Moscow—not the opposite way.
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Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, bottom line, this
amendment and the underlying bill
will do nothing to bring down the price
of gas. Unfortunately, Americans are
experiencing it every single time that
they go to the pump.

Madam Speaker, I urge—I urge the
majority to change the direction, let’s
unleash American energy. We can
produce more in the United States of
America. We can bring down the price
of gas. We can provide relief to hard-
working Americans that every time
when they go to the gas pump right
now they are seeing a new record. It is
$80 to fill up. In fact, they don’t even
fill up anymore because they cannot af-
ford it.

American energy independence is
critical to our economy and it is crit-
ical to our national security. We need
to take heed of what is happening in
Europe and Putin’s aggression in
Ukraine. American energy and Amer-
ican energy independence is critical to
our future.

Democrats have long said high gas
prices are part of their agenda. Presi-
dent Biden and the Democrats have
said: We need high gas prices in order
to accomplish this new energy agenda
that we see imposed upon us right now
that is causing the high gas prices.

Madam Speaker, reject the amend-
ment and reject the underlying bill,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1124, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from New Hampshire (Mr. PAPPAS).

The question is on the amendment
offered by the gentleman from New
Hampshire (Mr. PAPPAS).

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, on that I demand the
yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this question are
postponed.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. Votes will be taken
in the following order:

Amendment No. 1;

Amendment No. 2;

Motion to recommit, if offered; and

Passage of the bill, if ordered.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.
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AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MRS. DEMINGS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on
amendment No. 1, printed in part C of
House Report 117-333, on which further
proceedings were postponed and on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk will redesignate the
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
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ment.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on the amendment offered
by the gentlewoman from Florida (Mrs.

DEMINGS).

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 217, nays

205, not voting 6, as follows:

[Roll No. 229]

YEAS—217

Adams Gallego Nadler
Aguilar Garamendi Napolitano
Allred Garcia (IL) Neal
Auchincloss Garcia (TX) Neguse
Axne Golden Newman
Barragan Gomez Noreross
Bass Gonzalez, O’Halleran
Beatty Vicente Ocasio-Cortez
Bera Gottheimer Omar
Beyer Green, Al (TX) Pallone
Bishop (GA) Grijalva Panetta
Blumenauer Harder (CA) Pappas
Blunt Rochester  Hayes Pascrell
Bonamici Higgins (NY) Payne
Bourdeaux Himes Perlmutter
Bowman Horsford Peters
Boyle, Brendan Houlahan Phillips

F. Hoyer Pingree
Brown (MD) Huffman Pocan
Brown (OH) Jackson Lee Porter
Brownley Jacobs (CA) Pressley
Bush Jayapal Price (NC)
Bustos Jeffries Quigley
Butterfield Johnson (GA) Raskin
Carbajal Johnson (TX) Ross
Cardenas Jones Roybal-Allard
Carson Kahele Ruiz
Carter (LA) Kaptur Ruppersberger
Cartwright Keating Rush
Case Kelly (IL) Ryan
Casten Khanna Sanchez
Castor (FL) Kildee Sarbanes
Castro (TX) Kilmer Scanlon
Cherfilus- Kim (NJ) Schakowsky

McCormick Kind Schiff
Chu Kirkpatrick Schneider
Cicilline Krishnamoorthi  Schrader
Clark (MA) Kuster Schrier
Clarke (NY) Lamb Scott (VA)
Cleaver Langevin Scott, David
Clyburn Larsen (WA) Sewell
Cohen Larson (CT) Sherman
Connolly Lawrence Sherrill
Cooper Lawson (FL) Sires
Correa Lee (CA) Slotkin
Costa Lee (NV) Smith (WA)
Courtney Leger Fernandez Soto
Craig Levin (CA) Spanberger
Crist Levin (MI) Speier
Crow Lieu Stansbury
Cuellar Lofgren Stanton
Davids (KS) Lowenthal Stevens
Davis, Danny K. Luria Strickland
Dean Lynch Suozzi
DeFazio Malinowski Swalwell
DeGette Maloney, Takano
DeLauro Carolyn B. Thompson (CA)
DelBene Maloney, Sean Thompson (MS)
Delgado Manning Titus
Demings Matsui Tlaib
DeSaulnier McBath Tonko
Deutch McCollum Torres (CA)
Dingell McEachin Torres (NY)
Doggett McGovern Trahan
Doyle, Michael McNerney Trone

F. Meeks Underwood
Escobar Meng Vargas
Eshoo Mfume Veasey
Espaillat Moore (WI) Velazquez
Evans Morelle Wasserman
Foster Moulton Schultz
Frankel, Lois Mrvan Waters

The

Watson Coleman  Wild Yarmuth
Welch Williams (GA)
Wexton Wilson (FL)
NAYS—205
Aderholt Gohmert Miller-Meeks
Allen Gonzales, Tony Moolenaar
Amodei Gonzalez (OH) Mooney
Armstrong Good (VA) Moore (AL)
Babin Gooden (TX) Moore (UT)
Bacon Gosar Mullin
Baird Granger Murphy (FL)
Balderson Graves (LA) Murphy (NC)
Banks Graves (MO) Nehls
Barr Green (TN) Newhouse
Bentz Greene (GA) Norman
Bergman Griffith Obernolte
Bice (OK) Grothman Owens
Biggs Guest Palazzo
Bilirakis Guthrie Palmer
Bishop (NC) Harris Pence
Boebert Harshbarger Perry
Bost Hartzler Pfluger
Brady Hern Posey
Brooks Herrell Reschenthaler
Buchanan ngrera Beutler  pjce (NY)
Buck H}oe .(GA) Rice (SO)
gﬁgzhon g;lglgms (LA) Rodgers (WA)
" Rogers (AL)

Burchett Hmspn Rogers (KY)
Burgess Hollingsworth Rose
Calvert Hugson Rosendale
Cammack Huizenga Rouzer
Carey Issa Roy
Carl Jackson Salazar
Carter (GA) Jacobs (NY) Scalise
Carter (TX) Johnson (LA) Schweikert
Cawthorn Johnson (OH) Scott, Austin
Chabot Johnson (SD) SessiL;ns
Cheney Jordan Simpson
Cline Joyce (OH) Smith (MO)
Cloud Joyce (PA) Smith (NE)
Clyde Katko .
Cole Keller Smith (N.J)
Comer Kelly (MS) Smucker
Crawford Kelly (PA) Spartz
Crenshaw Kim (CA) Stauber
Curtis Kustoff Steel
Davidson LaHood Stefanilk
Davis, Rodney ~ LaMalfa Steil
DesJarlais Lamborn Steube
Diaz-Balart Latta Stewart
Duncan LaTurner Taylor
Dunn Lesko Tenney
Ellzey Letlow Thompson (PA)
Emmer Long Tiffany
Estes Loudermilk Timmons
Fallon Lucas Turner
Feenstra Luetkemeyer Upton
Ferguson Mace Valadao
Fischbach Malliotakis Van Drew
Fitzgerald Mann Van Duyne
Fitzpatrick Massie Wagner
Fleischmann Mast Walberg
Fletcher McCarthy Walorski
Franklin, C. McCaul Waltz

Scott McClain Weber (TX)
Fulcher McClintock Webster (FL)
Gaetz McHenry Wenstrup
Gallagher McKinley Westerman
Garbarino Meijer Wilson (SC)
Garcia (CA) Meuser Wittman
Gibbs Miller (IL) Womack
Gimenez Miller (WV) Zeldin

NOT VOTING—6
Arrington Foxx Rutherford
Donalds Kinzinger Williams (TX)
0 1132
Messrs. ROGERS of Alabama, DA-

VIDSON, WALTZ, GONZALEZ of Ohio,
and Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS changed
their vote from ‘‘yea’” to ‘‘nay.”

So the amendment was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE

RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS

Allred (Takano) Bowman (Garcia Castro (TX)

Bass (Takano) (TX)) (Garcia (TX))
Bilirakis Brooks (Moore Cawthorn (Moore
(Fleischmann) (AL)) (AL))
Bourdeaux Brownley (Clark  Cherfilus-
(Blunt (MA)) McCormick
Rochester) Cardenas (Soto) (Soto)

Chu (Takano) Jayapal Pascrell
Cleaver (Blunt (Takano) (Pallone)
Rochester) Johnson (TX) Payne (Pallone)
Cohen (Beyer) (Jeffries) Price (NC)
Correa Katko (Moore (Manning)
(Napolitano) (UT)) Ruiz (Takano)
Crist Keating Ryan (Beyer)
(Wasserman (Cicilline) Schakowsky
Schultz) Kirkpatrick (Takano)
Cuellar (Garcia (Pallone) Schrader (Blunt
(TX)) Kuster (Clark Rochester)
Curtis (Moore (MA)) Scott, David
Um) (Jeffries)
Delgado (Neguse) Eamb (Pallone) o well (Cicilline)
: angevin N
DeSaulnier Sires (Pallone)
(Lynch)
(Beyer) Lee (NV) Spartz (Banks)
DesJarlais N Speier (Scanlon)
(Fleischmann) ( eguse) Stauber
Escobar McEachin (Bergman)
(Khanna) (Beyer) Suozzi (Beyer)

McHenry (Banks)

Eshoo (Beyer) o
Meijer (Moore

Espaillat (Garcia

Taylor (Jackson)
Torres (NY)

L)) ) (Cicilline)
Fallon (Jackson) Meng (Khanna) Trahan (Beyer)
Frankel, Lois Moulton Vargas (Takano)

(Clark (MA)) (Neguse) Walorski
Gimenez Nehls (Carl) (Bucshon)

(Salazar) O’Halleran Wilson (FL)
Gosar (Gohmert) (Stanton) (Neguse)
Jackson Lee Palazzo Wilson (SC)

(Cicilline) (Fleischmann) (Timmons)

AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MR. PAPPAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
McCoLLUM). Pursuant to clause 8 of
rule XX, the unfinished business is the
question on amendment No. 2, printed
in part C of House Report 117-333, on
which further proceedings were post-
poned and on which the yeas and nays
were ordered.

The Clerk will
amendment.

redesignate the

The Clerk redesignated the amend-

ment.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.

The

question is on the amendment offered
by the gentleman from New Hampshire

(Mr. PAPPAS).

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 214, nays
207, not voting 7, as follows:

Adams
Aguilar
Allred
Auchincloss
Axne
Barragan
Bass
Beatty
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Bourdeaux
Bowman
Boyle, Brendan
F.
Brown (MD)
Brown (OH)
Brownley
Bush
Bustos
Butterfield
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carson
Carter (LA)
Cartwright
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick

[Roll No. 230]
YEAS—214

Chu
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Cooper
Correa
Courtney
Craig
Crist
Crow
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Davis, Danny K.
Dean
DeFazio
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Delgado
Demings
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F.

Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Evans
Fletcher

Foster
Frankel, Lois
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Golden
Gomez
Gonzalez,
Vicente
Green, Al (TX)
Grijalva
Harder (CA)
Hayes
Higgins (NY)
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer
Huffman
Jackson Lee
Jacobs (CA)
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (TX)
Jones
Kahele
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Khanna
Kildee
Kilmer
Kim (NJ)
Kind
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Kirkpatrick
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Lamb
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee (CA)
Lee (NV)
Leger Fernandez
Levin (CA)
Levin (MI)
Lieu
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Luria
Lynch
Malinowski
Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Maloney, Sean
Manning
Matsui
McBath
McCollum
McEachin
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Mfume
Moore (WI)
Morelle
Moulton
Mrvan
Nadler
Napolitano

Aderholt
Allen
Amodei
Armstrong
Babin
Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Banks
Barr
Bentz
Bergman
Bice (OK)
Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (NC)
Boebert
Bost
Brady
Brooks
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Budd
Burchett
Burgess
Calvert
Cammack
Carey

Carl
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Cawthorn
Chabot
Cheney
Cline
Cloud
Clyde

Cole
Comer
Costa
Crawford
Crenshaw
Curtis
Davidson
Davis, Rodney
DesdJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Duncan
Dunn
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes
Fallon
Feenstra
Ferguson
Fischbach

Neal

Neguse
Newman
Norcross
O’Halleran
Ocasio-Cortez
Omar
Pallone
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Payne
Perlmutter
Peters
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Porter
Pressley
Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin

Ross
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush

Ryan
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Schrier
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Sewell

NAYS—207

Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Franklin, C.
Scott
Fulcher
Gaetz
Gallagher
Garbarino
Garcia (CA)
Gibbs
Gimenez
Gohmert
Gongzales, Tony
Gonzalez (OH)
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Gottheimer
Granger
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Harris
Harshbarger
Hartzler
Hern
Herrell
Herrera Beutler
Hice (GA)
Higgins (LA)
Hill
Himes
Hinson
Hollingsworth
Hudson
Huizenga
Jackson
Jacobs (NY)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Katko
Keller
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kim (CA)
Kustoff
LaHood
LaMalfa
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Sherman
Sherrill
Sires
Slotkin
Smith (WA)
Soto
Speier
Stansbury
Stanton
Stevens
Strickland
Suozzi
Swalwell
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tlaib
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Trone
Underwood
Vargas
Veasey
Velazquez
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Welch
Wexton
Wild
Williams (GA)
Wilson (FL)
Yarmuth

Lamborn
Latta
LaTurner
Lesko
Letlow

Long
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Mace
Malliotakis
Mann
Massie

Mast
McCarthy
McCaul
McClain
McClintock
McHenry
McKinley
Meijer
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Mullin
Murphy (FL)
Murphy (NC)
Nehls
Newhouse
Obernolte
Owens
Palazzo
Palmer
Pence

Perry
Pfluger
Posey
Reschenthaler
Rice (NY)
Rice (SC)
Rodgers (WA)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rosendale
Rouzer

Roy

Salazar
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sessions
Simpson

Smith (MO) Taylor Walorski
Smith (NE) Tenney Waltz
Smith (NJ) Thompson (PA) Weber (TX)
Smucker Tiffany Webster (FL)
Spanberger Timmons Wenstrup
Spartz Turner Westerman
Stauber Upton Wilson (SC)
Steel Valadao ;
Stefanik Van Drew Wittman
X Womack
Steil Van Duyne Zeldin
Steube Wagner
Stewart Walberg
NOT VOTING—T7
Arrington Kinzinger Williams (TX)
Foxx Norman
Issa Rutherford
0 1143

So the amendment was agreed to.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE
RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS

Allred (Takano) DesJarlais Moulton
Bass (Takano) (Fleischmann) (Neguse)
Bilirakis Escobar Nehls (Carl)
(Fleischmann) (Khanna) O’Halleran
Bourdeaux Eshoo (Beyer) (Stanton)
(Blunt Espaillat (Garcia Palazzo
Rochester) (IL)) (Fleischmann)
Bowman (Garcia Fallon (Jackson) Pascrell
(TX)) Frankel, Lois (Pallone)
Brooks (Moore (Clark (MA)) Payne (Pallone)
(AL)) Gimenez Price (NC)
Brownley (Clark (Salazar) (Manning)
(MA)) Gosar (Gohmert) Ruiz (Takano)

Jackson Lee Ryan (Beyer)

Cardenas (Soto)

N (Cicilline) Schakowsky
Ca(sé;;gcgé')rx» Jayapal (Takano)
Cawthorn (Moore (Takano) Schrader (Blunt

(AL)) Johnson (TX) Rochester)
" (Jeffries) Scott, David
Cherfilus- . Katko (Moore (Jeffries)
McCormick (UT)) Sewell (Cicilline)
(Soto) Keating Sires (Pallone)
Chu (Takano) (Cicilline) Spartz (Banks)
Cleaver (Blunt Kirkpatrick Speier (Scanlon)
Rochester) (Pallone) Stauber
Cohen (Beyer) Kuster (Clark (Bergman)
Correa (MA)) Suozzi (Beyer)
(Napolitano) Lamb (Pallone)  Taylor (Jackson)
Crist Langevin Torres (NY)
(Wasserman (Lynch) (Cicilline)
Schultz) Lee (NV) Trahan (Beyer)
Cuellar (Garcia (Neguse) Vargas (Takano)
(TX)) McEachin Walorski
Curtis (Moore (Beyer) (Bucshon)
(UT) McHenry (Banks) Wilson (FL)
Delgado (Neguse) Meijer (Moore (Neguse)
DeSaulnier (Um)) Wilson (SC)
(Beyer) Meng (Khanna) (Timmons)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The pre-
vious question is ordered on the bill, as
amended.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
I have a motion to recommit at the
desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. Westerman of Arkansas moves to re-
commit the bill H.R. 7688 to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

The material previously referred to
by Mr. WESTERMAN is as follows:

At the end, add the following:

SEC. 3. PUBLISHING A FIVE-YEAR PLAN FOR OFF-
SHORE OIL AND GAS LEASING.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘‘Planning for American Energy
Independence Act’.
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(b) OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF LEASING
PROGRAM.—Section 18(e) of the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1344(e)) is
amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—’ before
“The Secretary shall review’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

*(2) FIVE-YEAR PROGRAM FOR 2022 THROUGH
2027.—The Secretary shall issue the five-year
oil and gas leasing program for 2022 through
2027.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 2(b) of rule XIX, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the motion
to recommit.

The question is on the motion to re-
commit.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. Mem-
bers will record their votes by elec-
tronic device.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 201, nays
220, not voting 7, as follows:

[Roll No. 231]

YEAS—201
Aderholt Fitzgerald Lamborn
Allen Fitzpatrick Latta
Amodei Fleischmann LaTurner
Armstrong Franklin, C. Lesko
Babin Scott Letlow
Bacon Fulcher Long
Baird Gaetz Loudermilk
Balderson Gallagher Lucas
Banks Garbarino Luetkemeyer
Barr Garcia (CA) Malliotakis
Bentz Gibbs Mann
Bergman Gimenez Massie
Bice (OK) Gohmert Mast
Biggs Gonzales, Tony McCarthy
Bilirakis Gonzalez (OH) McCaul
Bishop (NC) Good (VA) McClain
Boebert Gooden (TX) McClintock
Bost Gosar McHenry
Brady Granger McKinley
Brooks Graves (LA) Meijer
Buchanan Graves (MO) Meuser
Buck Green (TN) Miller (IL)
Bucshon Greene (GA) Miller (WV)
Budd Griffith Miller-Meeks
Burchett Grothman Moolenaar
Burgess Guest Mooney
Calvert Guthrie Moore (AL)
Cammack Harris Moore (UT)
Carey Harshbarger Mullin
Carl Hartzler Murphy (NC)
Carter (GA) Hern Nehls
Carter (TX) Herrell Newhouse
Cawthorn Herrera Beutler =~ Norman
Chabot Hice (GA) Obernolte
Cheney Higgins (LA) Owens
Cline Hill Palazzo
Cloud Hinson Palmer
Clyde Hollingsworth Pence
Cole Hudson Perry
Comer Huizenga Pfluger
Crawford Issa Posey
Crenshaw Jackson Reschenthaler
Curtis Jacobs (NY) Rice (SC)
Davidson Johnson (LA) Rodgers (WA)
Davis, Rodney Johnson (OH) Rogers (AL)
DesdJarlais Johnson (SD) Rogers (KY)
Diaz-Balart Jordan Rose
Donalds Joyce (OH) Rosendale
Duncan Joyce (PA) Rouzer
Dunn Katko Roy
Ellzey Keller Salazar
Emmer Kelly (MS) Scalise
Estes Kelly (PA) Schweikert
Fallon Kim (CA) Scott, Austin
Feenstra Kustoff Sessions
Ferguson LaHood Simpson
Fischbach LaMalfa Smith (MO)
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Smith (NE)
Smucker
Spartz
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Stewart
Taylor
Tenney

Adams
Aguilar
Allred
Auchincloss
Axne
Barragan
Bass
Beatty
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Bourdeaux
Bowman
Boyle, Brendan
F.
Brown (MD)
Brown (OH)
Brownley
Bush
Bustos
Butterfield
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carson
Carter (LA)
Cartwright
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Cooper
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crist
Crow
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Dayvis, Danny K.
Dean
DeFazio
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Delgado
Demings
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F.

Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Evans
Fletcher
Foster
Frankel, Lois
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcia (IL)

Arrington
Foxx
Kinzinger

Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Wagner
Walberg
Walorski

NAYS—220

Garcia (TX)
Golden
Gomez
Gonzalez,
Vicente
Gottheimer
Green, Al (TX)
Grijalva
Harder (CA)
Hayes
Higgins (NY)
Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer
Huffman
Jackson Lee
Jacobs (CA)
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (TX)
Jones
Kahele
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Khanna
Kildee
Kilmer
Kim (NJ)
Kind
Kirkpatrick
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Lamb
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee (CA)
Lee (NV)
Leger Fernandez
Levin (CA)
Levin (MI)
Lieu
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Luria
Lynch
Mace
Malinowski
Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Maloney, Sean
Manning
Matsui
McBath
McCollum
McEachin
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Mfume
Moore (WI)
Morelle
Moulton
Mrvan
Murphy (FL)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Newman

NOT VOTING—T7

Rutherford
Smith (NJ)
Speier
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Waltz

Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Zeldin

Norcross
O’Halleran
Ocasio-Cortez
Omar
Pallone
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Payne
Perlmutter
Peters
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Porter
Pressley
Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin
Rice (NY)
Ross
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Schrier
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Sires
Slotkin
Smith (WA)
Soto
Spanberger
Stansbury
Stanton
Stevens
Strickland
Suozzi
Swalwell
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tlaib
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Trone
Underwood
Vargas
Veasey
Velazquez
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Welch
Wexton
wild
Williams (GA)
Wilson (FL)
Yarmuth

Williams (TX)

So the motion to recommit was re-

jected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE
RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS

Allred (Takano)
Bass (Takano)
Bilirakis
(Fleischmann)
Bourdeaux
(Blunt
Rochester)
Bowman (Garcia
(TX))
Brooks (Moore
(AL))
Brownley (Clark
(MA))
Cardenas (Soto)
Castro (TX)
(Garcia (TX))
Cawthorn (Moore
(AL))
Cherfilus-
McCormick
(Soto)
Chu (Takano)
Cleaver (Blunt
Rochester)
Cohen (Beyer)
Correa
(Napolitano)
Crist
(Wasserman
Schultz)
Cuellar (Garcia
(TX))
Curtis (Moore
(Um)
Delgado (Neguse)
DeSaulnier
(Beyer)

The SPEAKER pro tempore.

DesJarlais
(Fleischmann)
Escobar
(Khanna)
Eshoo (Beyer)
Espaillat (Garcia
(L))
Fallon (Jackson)
Frankel, Lois
(Clark (MA))
Gimenez
(Salazar)
Gosar (Gohmert)
Jackson Lee
(Cicilline)
Jayapal
(Takano)
Johnson (TX)
(Jeffries)
Katko (Moore
Um)
Keating
(Cicilline)
Kirkpatrick
(Pallone)
Kuster (Clark
(MA))
Lamb (Pallone)
Langevin
(Lynch)
Lee (NV)
(Neguse)
McEachin
(Beyer)
McHenry (Banks)
Meijer (Moore
Um)
Meng (Khanna)

Moulton
(Neguse)
Nehls (Carl)
O’Halleran
(Stanton)
Palazzo
(Fleischmann)
Pascrell
(Pallone)
Payne (Pallone)
Price (NC)
(Manning)
Ruiz (Takano)
Ryan (Beyer)
Schakowsky
(Takano)
Schrader (Blunt
Rochester)
Scott, David
(Jeffries)
Sewell (Cicilline)
Sires (Pallone)
Spartz (Banks)
Stauber
(Bergman)
Suozzi (Beyer)
Taylor (Jackson)
Torres (NY)
(Cicilline)
Trahan (Beyer)
Vargas (Takano)
Walorski
(Bucshon)
Wilson (FL)
(Neguse)
Wilson (S0)
(Timmons)

The

question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mrs.

RODGERS of

Washington.

Madam Speaker, on that I demand the
yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 217, nays
207, not voting 5, as follows:

Adams
Aguilar
Allred
Auchincloss
Axne
Barragan
Bass
Beatty
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Bourdeaux
Bowman
Boyle, Brendan
F.
Brown (MD)
Brown (OH)
Brownley
Bush
Bustos
Butterfield
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carson
Carter (LA)
Cartwright
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)

[Roll No. 232]
YEAS—217

Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Cooper
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crist
Crow
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Dayvis, Danny K.
Dean
DeFazio
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Delgado
Demings
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett

Doyle, Michael
F.
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Evans
Foster
Frankel, Lois
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gomez
Gonzalez,
Vicente
Gottheimer
Green, Al (TX)
Grijalva
Harder (CA)
Hayes
Higgins (NY)
Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer
Huffman
Jackson Lee
Jacobs (CA)
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (TX)

Jones
Kahele
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Khanna
Kildee
Kilmer
Kim (NJ)
Kind
Kirkpatrick
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Lamb
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee (CA)
Lee (NV)
Leger Fernandez
Levin (CA)
Levin (MI)
Lieu
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Luria
Lynch
Malinowski
Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Maloney, Sean
Manning
Matsui
McBath
McCollum
McEachin
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Mfume

Aderholt
Allen
Amodei
Armstrong
Babin
Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Banks
Barr
Bentz
Bergman
Bice (OK)
Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (NC)
Boebert
Bost
Brady
Brooks
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Budd
Burchett
Burgess
Calvert
Cammack
Carey

Carl
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Cawthorn
Chabot
Cheney
Cline
Cloud
Clyde

Cole
Comer
Crawford
Crenshaw
Curtis
Davidson
Davis, Rodney
DesdJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Duncan
Dunn
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes
Fallon
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Moore (WI)
Morelle
Moulton
Mrvan
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Newman
Norcross
O’Halleran
Ocasio-Cortez
Omar
Pallone
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peters
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Porter
Pressley
Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin
Ross
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush

Ryan
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Schrier

NAYS—207

Feenstra
Ferguson
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Franklin, C.
Scott
Fulcher
Gaetz
Gallagher
Garbarino
Garcia (CA)
Gibbs
Gimenez
Gohmert
Golden
Gongzales, Tony
Gongzalez (OH)
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Granger
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Harris
Harshbarger
Hartzler
Hern
Herrell
Herrera Beutler
Hice (GA)
Higgins (LA)
Hill
Hinson
Hollingsworth
Hudson
Huizenga
Issa
Jackson
Jacobs (NY)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)

Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Sires
Slotkin
Smith (WA)
Soto
Spanberger
Speier
Stansbury
Stanton
Stevens
Strickland
Suozzi
Swalwell
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tlaib
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Trone
Underwood
Vargas
Veasey
Velazquez
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Welch
Wexton
Wild
Williams (GA)
Wilson (FL)
Yarmuth

Katko
Keller
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kim (CA)
Kinzinger
Kustoff
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Latta
LaTurner
Lesko
Letlow
Long
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Mace
Malliotakis
Mann
Massie
Mast
McCarthy
McCaul
McClain
McClintock
McHenry
McKinley
Meijer
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Mullin
Murphy (FL)
Murphy (NC)
Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Obernolte
Owens
Palazzo
Palmer
Pence
Perry
Pfluger
Posey
Reschenthaler
Rice (NY)
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Rice (SC) Smucker Van Drew
Rodgers (WA) Spartz Van Duyne
Rogers (KY) Stauber Wagner
Rose Steel Walberg
Rosendale Stefanik Walorski
Rouzer Steil Waltz
Roy Steube Weber (TX)
Salazar Stewart Webster (FL)
gcahsg Taylor Wenstrup

chweikert Tenney Westerman
Scott, Austin Thompson (PA) .
Sessions Tiffany W%lson (80)
Simpson Timmons Wittman
Smith (MO) Turner Womack
Smith (NE) Upton Zeldin
Smith (NJ) Valadao

NOT VOTING—5
Arrington Rogers (AL) Williams (TX)
Foxx Rutherford
0 1215

So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE
RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS

Allred (Takano)  HEscobar Moulton
Bass (Takano) (Khanna) (Neguse)
Bilirakis Eshoo (Beyer) Nehls (Carl)
(Fleischmann)  Espaillat (Garcia O’Halleran
Bourdeaux (IL)) (Stanton)
(Blunt Fallon (Jackson) Palazzo
Rochester) Frankel, Lois (Fleischmann)
Bowman (Garcia (Clark (MA)) Pascrell
(TX)) Gimenez (Pallone)
Brooks (Moore (Salazar) Payne (Pallone)
Br((?v?n);ey (Clark Gosar (Gohmert) Price (NC)
Jackson Lee (Manning)
(MA) (Cicilline) Ruiz (Takano)
(Garcia (TX)) (Takano) Schakowsky
Cawthorn (Moore Johnson. (TX) (Takano)
(AL)) (Jeffries) Schrader (Blunt
Cherfilus- Katko (Moore Rochester)
McCormick (Um) Scott, Dav1d
(Sot0) Keating (Jeffrles)' )
Chu (Takano) (Cicilline) Sewell (Cicilline)
Cleaver (Blunt Kinzinger Sires (Pallone)
Rochester) (Fitzpatrick) Spartz (Banks)
Cohen (Beyer) Kirkpatrick Speier (Scanlon)
Correa (Pallone) Stauber
(Napolitano) Kuster (Clark (Bergman)
Crist (MA)) Suozzi (Beyer)
(Wasserman Lamb (Pallone) Taylor (Jackson)
Schultz) Langevin Torres (NY)
Cuellar (Garcia (Lynch) (Cicilline)
(TX)) Lee (NV) Trahan (Beyer)
Curtis (Moore (Neguse) Vargas (Takano)
(UT) McEachin Walorski
Delgado (Neguse) (Beyer) (Bucshon)
DeSaulnier McHenry (Banks) Wilson (FL)
(Beyer) Meijer (Moore (Neguse)
DesdJarlais aT)) Wilson (SC)
(Fleischmann) Meng (Khanna) (Timmons)

———

ACKNOWLEDGING THE DEDICATED
SERVICE OF WALLACE SIMPSON

(Mr. RUPPERSBERGER asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam
Speaker, I rise to acknowledge the
dedicated service of Wallace Simpson,
who is retiring after more than three
decades of providing Chamber security
for the House Sergeant at Arms. Today
is his last day.

Wallace has commuted to Capitol
Hill every day from our shared home-
town of Baltimore. I can tell you the
commute back and forth can be gruel-
ing—demoralizing even—and the fact
that Wallace has stuck with it for more
than 30 years is a testament to his
commitment to the job.
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Over the years, Wallace and I have
bonded over our shared passion for all
things Baltimore, especially the Balti-
more Ravens.

Wallace graduated from Edmondson
High School and Coppin State College,
both in Baltimore, before landing a job
at Westinghouse Defense where he
worked on fighter jets. He loves to eat
crabs, too, in Baltimore and wherever
there are crabs.

Wallace was hired by the U.S. House
of Representatives in 1991 and has pro-
vided Chamber security since 1995. Wal-
lace stood sentry through September
11, earthquakes, inaugurations, joint
sessions of Congress, State of the
Union Addresses, and everything in be-
tween.

Wallace is happily married to his
wife of 28 years, Marchelle, with whom
he shares 5 children, 10 grandchildren,
and 3 great-grandchildren.

When he is not protecting us here on
the House floor, Wallace enjoys paint-
ing portraits and landscapes, drawing
on his degree in graphic arts. I hope
Wallace finds more time to enjoy this
passion and cheering on the Ravens
with a crab cake and a Natty Boh in
the coming months and years.

Wallace, on behalf of the entire U.S.
House of Representatives, I thank you
for keeping us safe all these years. It is
with great pride that I congratulate
you on your well-deserved retirement,
and wish you continued happiness in
your next chapter.

IN CELEBRATION OF BLUEBONNET
YOUTH RANCH

(Mr. CLOUD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLOUD. Madam Speaker, today I
rise in celebration of the Bluebonnet
Youth Ranch’s 50 years of lending a
helping hand to the vulnerable children
and families in south Texas.

In 1968, a group of Yoakum business-
men pooled their funds together to pro-
vide a home to five children facing sep-
aration from their widowed mother
who was scheduled to go to rehabilita-
tion treatment. Word quickly spread
around town, and a generous patron
came forth and donated 50 acres of land
to serve as the location for the soon-to-
be Bluebonnet Youth Ranch.

A few years later in 1972, the Blue-
bonnet Youth Ranch officially opened
its doors as a nonprofit provider of res-
idential care for dependent, abused and
neglected children. Since then, the
ranch has served as a home for an esti-
mated 600 children from 68 different
Texas towns.

I am thankful for the work of this or-
ganization and how it embodies the
Texas spirit and Christ’s command to
love our neighbor. I look forward to
seeing them continue to provide much-
needed care for families across the
great State of Texas.
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CELEBRATING THE BEGINNING OF
AN INFRASTRUCTURE DECADE

(Ms. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. BROWN of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, 6 months ago, President Biden
signed the historic bipartisan infra-
structure bill into law.

We used to celebrate infrastructure
week, but now we are celebrating the
beginning of an infrastructure decade.
Six months into implementation, the
bipartisan infrastructure law is already
making a major impact in Ohio and in
States across the country.

To date, Ohio has received nearly $3
billion to repair roads and bridges, up-
grade ports and railways, and ensure
clean drinking water and internet ac-
cess. These projects are laying the
foundation for our next decade of
growth.

To capitalize on these investments in
our infrastructure, Congress is final-
izing the COMPETES Act. The bill’s in-
vestments in research, innovation, and
manufacturing will boost our supply
chains and lower costs for Americans.

Together with the infrastructure law,
the cost-cutting COMPETES Act will
ensure more goods are made in Amer-
ica and get them to market faster.

————
RECOGNIZING MEMORIAL DAY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise to recognize our
most solemn holiday occurring at the
end of this month, Memorial Day.

We are very proud that the tradition
of Memorial Day originated in a Penn-
sylvania community, dating back to
1864 in Boalsburg, Pennsylvania—the
birthplace of Memorial Day—when
three ladies decorated the graves of
fallen Civil War soldiers.

From that simple beginning act of
love and remembrance came the ob-
servance of Memorial Day.

Now, every year on the last Monday
of May, the people across this Nation
gather in town squares, at memorials,
and in the cemeteries of our fallen he-
roes to pay tribute to those that gave
all.

Our Nation’s greatness was earned by
the sacrifices of few so that freedom
and liberty would come to all.

This Memorial Day, we remember the
sacrifices made by our men and women
in uniform.

Madam Speaker, let us always re-
member our freedom isn’t free. May
God bless our servicemembers, their

families, and the United States of
America.
——
CONGRATULATING WALLACE
SIMPSON

(Mr. SARBANES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SARBANES. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today as a fellow Baltimorean to
congratulate, as you have already
heard, Wallace Simpson on his out-
standing service to this House, to this
Chamber.

Today is Wallace’s last day after
more than 30 years of dedicated com-
mitment to serving this place, to serv-
ing our democracy, to serving our
country, and I thank him from the bot-
tom of my heart for that outstanding
service within the office of the Ser-
geant at Arms.

Everyone has a part to play in mak-
ing our country work, our democracy
strong, and Wallace has played a vital
part in that effort. The security of this
Chamber is something that in the past
we may have taken for granted. We
certainly don’t do that anymore, and
we thank him for keeping us safe.

We know today and in the future
Wallace will continue to contribute.
We know that his family is extremely
proud of him; his community is proud
of him; Baltimore is proud of him; and
our Nation is proud of him. And all of
us here today are proud of his service.

Wallace, congratulations on an out-
standing career.

——————

BABY FORMULA SHORTAGE

(Mr. ROSE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROSE. Madam Speaker, today 1
rise in support of middle Tennessee
mothers and fathers worried about
finding baby formula to feed their chil-
dren. My heart especially goes out to
those looking for specialty formulas.
My own 13-month-old son, Sam, uses a
formula for sensitive stomachs. My
wife and I struggled for some time to
find a formula that worked for him.

There is no excuse that in the United
States of America, the world’s most
productive bastion of capitalism that
parents cannot find enough baby for-
mula to feed their newborns and are
forced to rely on formula imported
from foreign countries.

Unbelievably, this very serious prob-
lem, like so many others currently
plaguing our country, is what you get
when you have a President of the
United States who is constantly asleep
at the wheel.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

———

CONGRATULATING WALLACE
SIMPSON ON HIS RETIREMENT

(Mr. MFUME asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MFUME. Madam Speaker, I am
happy to be joined here at the well
with both of my colleagues who have
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previously spoken, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER
and Mr. SARBANES, in paying our col-
lective thanks to Wallace A. Simpson
who stands behind us, protecting us,
standing near the door as he has done
sO0 many times.

Wallace has served this House—both
Democrats and Republicans—for 33
years, oftentimes putting his family
and other things that are very impor-
tant behind the fact that coming to
work here today was always more im-
portant to him.

Wallace has, through his work, con-
tinued to ©protect this institution
through many Speakers and many
Members and many Presidents.

We are happy and honored, all of us
who represent the greater Baltimore
area, to again say congratulations, but
most of all, to say thanks for his 33
years, 20 of which he served with his
brother, Joe Simpson, in the same ca-
pacity protecting this House.

Aside from the fact that he is a dedi-
cated Ravens and Orioles fan, as he
should be, he is also a great fan and be-
liever in democracy. That is the one
thing that has united all of us around
this Chamber year after year after
year.

Wallace’s son, Allan, has applied now
to serve this institution, and we are
hoping that he comes in and gives us 33
additional years.

On behalf of all of us, Wallace, thank
you for a job well done in service to
your country. We honor you, we salute
you, and most of all, we say thank you.

——
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CONGRATULATING CHANCE
MCcKINNIE

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
Chance McKinnie for being named a
Gates Millennium Scholar.

Chance is a senior at Woodville
Tompkins Technical and Career High
School in Savannah, Georgia. Out of
37,000 students who applied for the
Gates Millennium Scholars program,
only 300 were accepted. Chance was one
of those 300.

The Gates Millennium Scholars pro-
gram was established in 1999 to provide
outstanding African American, Amer-
ican Indian/Alaska Native, Asia Pacific
Islander American, and Hispanic Amer-
ican students with an opportunity to

complete an undergraduate college
education in any discipline they
choose.

Because of Chance’s academic accom-
plishments, the Gates Scholars pro-
gram will support his learning endeav-
ors by covering the unmet cost of his
college education.

They will also provide renewable
awards for satisfactory academic
progress and provide Chance with funds
for graduate school.
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Congratulations, Chance. I, and all of
Georgia’s First Congressional District,
look forward to seeing where the future
takes for you.

——
KEEPING ALL COMMUNITIES SAFE

(Mr. PHILLIPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PHILLIPS. Madam Speaker,
keeping our communities safe—and I
mean all of our communities safe—is a
fundamental responsibility of govern-
ment.

From our largest cities to our most
remote towns, law enforcement agen-
cies are struggling to recruit the next
generation of principled police officers.
In meeting with chiefs and ride-alongs
with officers all across my district, I
hear the same thing over and over: the
pipeline of qualified candidates is sim-
ply drying up.

That is why today I am introducing
the bipartisan Pathways to Policing
Act to support police recruitment, re-
tention, and training efforts. Inspired
by a Minnesota program of the same
name, my bill is already endorsed by
the Minnesota’s Chiefs of Police Asso-
ciation, Fraternal Order of Police, and
Police and Peace Officers Association.

We must provide new tools and sup-
port for law enforcement agencies to
attract and retain the best and bright-
est Americans to serve and protect the
communities in which they live. Only
then can we hope to ensure the safety
and security of all Americans, no mat-
ter the color of their skin or the color
of their politics.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARIE
FIKES CARASTRO

(Mr. PALMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PALMER. Madam Speaker, I rise
to honor the life of Marie Fikes
Carastro, who was born in Tuscaloosa,
Alabama, on March 28, 1929. She at-
tended Tuscaloosa High School and
later enrolled at the University of Ala-
bama.

While at the university, Marie played
in three ‘“Honey Bowls,”” a charity
game held at Denny Stadium between
female students from 1946 to 1948, with
lowerclassmen playing for team Bum-
ble Bees and the upperclassmen playing
for team Hummingbirds.

In 1948, Marie played the position of
quarterback. Now at the age of 93, she
has the distinction of being the oldest
living former quarterback of a Univer-
sity of Alabama football team.

Marie graduated from the university
in 1950 with a degree an institutional
management. After graduation she
went on to earn a master’s degree and
her private pilot license. Her love of
aviation was influenced by her brother
James Talmadge Fikes, a radio oper-
ator on a B-24 bomber during World
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War II, who paid the ultimate sacrifice
for our country over Romania in 1944.

Marie met her husband, the late Air
Force Lieutenant Colonel Lawrence
Carastro, while working with the Ala-
bama Civil Air Patrol. She is the moth-
er of two children and spent her career
as a practicing nutritionist. She had
over 50 years of flying experience and
was recognized in 2015 with the Wright
Brothers Master Pilot Award.

Marie has lived a life of great distinc-
tion, and I celebrate her many note-
worthy accomplishments.

———

HELPING MILITARY COMMUNITIES
GET THE HELP THEY NEED

(Ms. PORTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PORTER. Madam Speaker, we
have a responsibility to care for our
troops and their families. That is why
I have been a champion for the Gov-
ernor’s Challenge to prevent suicide
among servicemembers, veterans, and
their families.

The military community is not mon-
olithic, and that is why this program is
so important. It provides assistance
and training to State healthcare agen-
cies—tailored to meet their specific
needs and demographics—so that mili-
tary communities can get the help
they need.

Last year, I worked across the aisle
to boost funding for this program, and
soon the House will vote on a package
including my bill to expand the Gov-
ernor’s Challenge and make it even
more versatile.

California has more veterans than
any other State and is a leader in
many ways, but we still need to take
the Governor’s Challenge.

Mr. Speaker, I urge Governor
Newsom to do so.
————

STAND FOR LIFE

(Mr. CLINE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in defense of life. Since the Supreme
Court’s 1973 ruling in Roe v. Wade,
more than 63 million American babies
have had their lives cut short. That is
simply unacceptable. I stand here
today for the sake of women, for the
sake of children, and for the sake of
the moral integrity of our Nation.

They say follow the science, which
tells us that pre-born humans are, in
fact, humans. Unfortunately, the pro-
abortion left has decided that human
does not automatically grant the right
to life, and that humans should only be
accorded this right under certain cir-
cumstances. That mindset is a trav-
esty, and legal abortion will go down in
history as a great stain on the United
States.

Thankfully, it appears as though the
Supreme Court may be poised to right
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this tragic error and overturn Roe v.
Wade.

God willing, come this summer,
State legislatures across the Nation
will truly be able to defend the unborn
without the constraint of Roe. Here in
Washington, I will continue to be a
voice for the voiceless and stand for
life as we fight to protect the unborn.

————
AMERICA’S INFLATION

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, as
we break for a couple weeks here—or at
least we go back home to do our work
for a couple weeks—I want the Amer-
ican public to be aware that the huge
inflation we have, which is making
food more expensive, gas more expen-
sive, and especially putting housing—
which is part of the American dream—
out of the reach of our young people.
This inflation didn’t just appear from
nowhere, it appeared because of over-
spending government programs.

We started off this session with the
American Rescue Plan, which sounds
good, but it was I think probably one of
the most fiscally irresponsible pack-
ages I have ever seen. We still have a
President hoping he can pass the Build
Back Better plan, which would make
things even worse.

Madam Speaker, I remind the Amer-
ican public that when we overspend,
dollars have to be printed by the Fed-
eral Reserve. Those dollars get distrib-
uted throughout the economy, and we
have a situation in which the money
supply goes through the roof. That is
where the spending comes from.

Madam Speaker, I beg Americans to
not ask Congress for articles that we
cannot afford because Congress will not
say no. Far too much of my time is
spent here holding meetings with group
after group after group, sometimes rep-
resenting very wealthy people, who
want more government money.

Please, America, stand up to the poli-
ticians. Stop asking for more money.
Stand up to President Biden and don’t
let him appropriate anymore.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
REPUBLICAN LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
PORTER) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Honor-
able KEVIN MCCARTHY, Republican
Leader:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 18, 2022.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to Sec-
tion 1091(b)(1)(E)-(F) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for FY2022, I am pleased
to appoint the following member to the Na-
tional Security Commission on Emerging
Biotechnology:

Dr. Angela M. Belcher, Lexington, Massa-
chusetts
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Thank you for your attention to this mat-
ter.
Sincerely,
KEVIN MCCARTHY,
Republican Leader.

———

ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, at
this time I yield to the gentleman from
New York (Mr. JACOBS).

Mr. JACOBS of New York. Madam
Speaker, I rise to address the House.

Kathrine ‘‘Kat’’ Massey, age 72; Pearl
Young, age 77; Roberta Drury, age 32;
Ruth Whitfield, age 86; Geraldine
Talley, age 62; Celestine Chaney, age
65; Aaron Salter, age 55; Heyward Pat-
terson, age 67; Andre Mackneil, age 53;
Margus Morrison, age 55.

Madam Speaker, these are the names
and the ages of the 10 people who were
brutality and senselessly murdered in
my hometown of Buffalo, New York,
last Saturday.

I rise to say their names in these hal-
lowed Chambers. I stand here in sorrow
for their deaths and for the suffering
that their families and friends are en-
during right now. I have thought of lit-
tle else since this carnage occurred on
a beautiful Saturday afternoon in Buf-
falo.

The murderer, who I will not give the
satisfaction of saying his name, tar-
geted this grocery store and this neigh-
borhood because it was heavily popu-
lated with African Americans. As our
sheriff stated at the crime scene, this
was a racially motivated act, and this
was a hate crime.

I do not have the honor of rep-
resenting this community in Congress,
but I have represented it previously. I
served for many years on the Buffalo
School Board and frequented this area
as there were many schools in prox-
imity. Through my services on the Buf-
falo School Board I came to know
Kathrine ‘““Kat” Massey, one of those
victims. Kat was a tireless advocate for
Buffalo’s children, and her impact to
her community will be felt for genera-
tions.

I grew up in Buffalo. Buffalo is a
great place for many reasons: its stun-
ning architecture, its location on the
shores of Lake Erie and the Niagara
River, and its beautiful neighborhoods.
What makes our community so very
special are its people. They are kind,
warm, and fun. There is always a pri-
ority on family, friends, and commu-
nity. That, in my mind, is what makes
it the spectacularly special place it is.

These 10 represented some of the best
of Buffalo, and we mourn their tragic
loss. May God’s grace be with these 10
who perished, and their grieving loved
ones.

Madam Speaker, I will conclude by
saying this: Our city is right now in
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the national spotlight due to this vile
and horrific act. Predictably and inevi-
tably, the national attention will fade,
and it will be our community’s task to
heal. It is my great hope that we come
together in this healing progress, we
unify, and we do not succumb to divi-
sion and polarization.

In honor of those lost—in our heal-
ing—it is my great hope that we would
become a stronger, more unified, and a
more loving community.

Madam Speaker, I conclude by
quoting a sign that someone put up on
their front lawn in my community: ‘I
love you. You are probably thinking,
you don’t even know me. But if people
can hate for no reason, I can love.”
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Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, I
appreciate my friend from New York’s
well-considered comments.

At this time, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. HILL), my
longtime friend, for such time as he
may consume.

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I thank
my good friend from Texas for a few
minutes this afternoon on the House
floor, and I thank him for his long
service to this House and to the people
of Texas.

LOUIE GOHMERT has set the standard
for constituent service, and the people
of east Texas are grateful for his many
years of service in the months to come.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to the resounding response and
intense unity that all of us as Ameri-
cans have witnessed by the NATO alli-
ance since the barbaric invasion of
Ukraine on February 24.

The history of civilization tells us
that freedom and the peace and sta-
bility necessary for free people to pur-
sue their interests, their pursuit of
happiness, is not the natural state.
Rather, man’s fallen nature gives rise
to tyranny, domination, and violence.

The United States and our European
friends, who value their freedom and
their prosperity, suffered two of the
deadliest and most destructive wars,
which threatened the blessings of free-
dom and prosperity on the continent of
Europe. In the wake of these world
wars, and in the face of the communist
menace threatening elected govern-
ments, the United States and European
countries realized that a free people
must stand together to deter and, if
necessary, defend the encroaching
forces intent on squashing freedom and
spreading communism and
authoritarianism.

Smartly, the United States policy in-
sisted that she would only provide
military support to Europe if Europe
did its own work and was united in
that effort.

This principle gave rise to the first
fundamental concept of collective de-
fense, which is the backbone of our
transatlantic NATO alliance. As we all
know, an attack on one NATO member
is treated as an attack on all.

After the September 11 terror at-
tacks on the United States, NATO in-
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voked the Article 5 collective defense
for the first time and agreed on a pack-
age of strong defensive measures to
come to our aid in the war on ter-
rorism and the attack on our home-
land.

It was, indeed, an example of the
power of standing together. But as I
have consistently warned since my
time in the people’s House, the pillar of
collective defense had, over time, been
weakened by lagging investment and
commitment by many member states.
Collective defense does not work unless
each member is fully invested in and
committed to protecting the whole.

In 2014, only three countries met
their commitment to spend not less
than 2 percent of their gross domestic
product on defense. Now, think about
that, in the decades since the end of
the Second World War, only three
countries. This is after decades of
President after President after Presi-
dent urging that full commitment,
starting with the frustration of Presi-
dent Kennedy.

In contrast, this year, we have wit-
nessed NATO member states joined in
solidarity on Russian sanctions. We
have seen increases in defense spending
from member nations, most notably
Germany. The largest economy in Eu-
rope, the most prosperous country in
Europe, the largest current account
surplus in Europe, the largest budget
surplus in Europe is now committed to
its full obligation to the NATO part-
nership.

NATO is also doubling the number of
battle groups deployed to Eastern and
Central Europe. The United States has
increased its commitment of troops de-
ployed to Europe by 25 percent.

We are witnessing a historic display
of 30 member countries galvanized in
the face of Putin’s tyranny and barba-
rism. It is now attracting other Euro-
pean countries that see the value and
realize the need to protect their way of
life from the rising threat of Russia.

This week, Finland and Sweden an-
nounced their desire to join NATO.
This would be a strategic success for
the alliance. Both Finland and Sweden
are free, democratic countries with siz-
able and well-regarded military forces.

In February, Germany Chancellor
Olaf Scholz used the term
‘“‘zeitenwende,” or turning point. He is
turning away from the decisions made
by his predecessor, Angela Merkel, who
somehow thought we were going to
achieve peace with Russia through
commerce. We see how that worked
out. So a turning point is a key ele-
ment, and I agree that we are abso-
lutely at a turning point.

As antidemocratic forces aspire to
great power conflict, a free Europe has
thankfully turned toward the proven
collective defense of NATO. NATO
members and, therefore, the alliance
itself are living up to its promised
ideals. NATO is as strong as it has ever
been in the past 73 years.

Putin must realize the catastrophic
consequences that he will subject the
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Russian people to if he dares to go to-
ward a NATO member.

In addition to military leadership,
the United States must use its global
capabilities and amazing energy re-
sources in this great country in sup-
port of its European allies. President
Biden must end his failed energy policy
and take every action to return to the
13% million barrels of production we
had prior to the pandemic and our stra-
tegic value in this great country for
every household, every business, every
ally of energy independence.

This will lower prices for our fami-
lies. This will strengthen our allies as
they move toward independence from
Russian oil and gas. Europe is now
moving, after so many years of debate,
toward an all-of-the-above energy
strategy, including expanding nuclear
energy.

I am encouraged by the European re-
sponse to the crisis and brutality of
Putin. This unity and commitment to
mutual defense are necessary to deter
and defend Europe, as well as the
homeland, so I commend our allies for
their being on the same page in an in-
spiring way.

Now, Madam Speaker, we have more
to do on economic sanctions to target
and focus additional economic pain on
Russia, Belarus, and anyone, any coun-
try, that is economically benefiting
these perpetrators of the atrocity in
Ukraine.

Taken together, our transatlantic
partnership will send a message to all
tyrants, not only czar Putin but all ty-
rants in any corner of the world: If you
attack a sovereign country, if you in-
vade a sovereign country using mili-
tary force, you will pay a military
cost. You will lose. You will pay a dip-
lomatic cost. You will be kicked out of
every organization in the world. Your
diplomats will be isolated. You will pay
an economic cost for the mistakes of
your leaders.

Madam Speaker, there is much more
work to be done. I am proud of that
transatlantic response. Beating Putin
here is a blow for freedom, and the only
thing a bully understands is the full
force of military, diplomatic, and eco-
nomic might.

I thank my friend from Texas for the
time.

Mr. GOHMERT. Thank you,
great words, great observations.

This is a difficult time, but it is also
a time to show our resilience and do so
as one with those who believe in having
representative government.

At this time, I yield such time as he
may consume to my friend from Ten-
nessee (Mr. FLEISCHMANN). It is an
honor having known him for so many
years and having become such good
friends.

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. I thank the dis-
tinguished gentleman from Texas (Mr.
GOHMERT), my friend, for yielding. My
sentiments exactly right back to you,
sir.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
the life and legacy of my friend, Phil

and
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Smartt. Philander Knox Smartt, Jr.,
dedicated his life to public service in
our Chattanooga area community.

During his distinguished life, he was
a founding member of the Pachyderm
Club; an active member of the Chat-
tanooga Rotary Club; served on the
Hamilton County School Board, includ-
ing a key role as chairman; and served
with many other community and civic
organizations. He was also a successful
businessperson and a giving business-
person.

Phil loved our great Nation and was
active in our Nation’s body politic. As
a matter of fact, he was one of Ten-
nessee’s first supporters of our late,
great President Ronald Reagan. Phil
actively supported individuals for of-
fice who stood for religious freedom
and who supported our great United
States Constitution.

Phil passed away last week after a
lengthy illness. I was greatly saddened,
and I still am.

Most importantly, Phil dedicated his
life always to sharing the Gospel of
Jesus Christ in our State, nationally,
and around the world. I especially ap-
preciated the fact that he would invite
me to stake meetings and his always
welcoming presence when I would show
up and visit at his church.

Our State and our community have
lost a great man and public servant.
We will miss him, and I am proud to
honor his life and legacy today in this
great United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

Phil was not only a fine man, but he
was a good friend and a great Amer-
ican. I am thankful to have known
him.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, may 1
inquire how much time I have remain-
ing.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GREEN of Texas). The gentleman has
43%% minutes remaining.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

To follow up on comments by my
friend from Arkansas (Mr. HILL), how
fortunate the United States was, has
been, to have had Donald Trump as
President when NATO was languishing,
when there was no resolve that we
could discern that would allow NATO
to stand up to evil actions that were in
the future to be taken by the leader
there, Mr. Putin.

Our allies in Europe did not seem to
appreciate the American President,
President Trump, questioning them
about utilizing and becoming so de-
pendent on Russian o0il and pointing
out that, gee, we are spending Amer-
ican money to put troops in Europe
and keep so many there to protect you
when you are paying money to Russia
and growing dependent on them so
they can blackmail you for the future
and extort concessions from you. By
the way, you, as a part of NATO, are
expected to spend 2 percent on your
own defense. You haven’t been doing
that, and you are going to start doing
that.
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Thank goodness President Trump
took those actions. It didn’t make him
popular with leaders in Europe, but
right now, even those who didn’t care
for Mr. Trump, President Trump, they
can surely see the value of the stands
he took and the goading that he pro-
vided to get them to help prepare to
stand up for their own defense. Other-
wise, they would have been in a posi-
tion to start falling like dominoes.

But because they started spending
more of their money on defense and
started trying to take actions that
would not make them so reliant on
Russian oil, they are in a better posi-
tion than they would have been had we
not had a President named Trump to
stand up for what was right, to stand
up for a republican form of govern-
ment.
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And that is not Republican Party. It
is an elected representative form of
government. We call it a democracy.
Many people do. It is really more of a
democratic republic.

We had the leader from the Hellenic
Republic, Greece, gave a terrific speech
here. And as I mentioned to him, I was
glad he mentioned Pericles because
Pericles doesn’t get enough credit for
the inspiration that he provided, the
logic that he provided to so many of
our Founders who wrote and spoke
about his brilliance.

That is something we are not getting
a lot of in our schools. As education
has now taken so much of its direction
from the Federal Government and the
Department of Education, we have
schools that have increasingly been
eliminating lessons in government and
lessons in what it takes to sustain a re-
public.

That is why Ben Franklin said, It’s a
republic, madam, if you can keep it,
because he knew—he was so well read—
he knew traditionally, you can’t keep
this phenomenal form of self-govern-
ment that we made all the better, as
the Prime Minister pointed out, he
made it even better.

We have been so blessed here in
America. People take it for granted.
And they do not understand that you
can’t sustain this self-governance if
you are not teaching people what it
takes to sustain it.

Now, we heard the majority leader—
we know he would not knowingly, in-
tentionally misrepresent the facts, but
apparently, not aware of the true facts,
that we don’t have a majority that sup-
ports a replacement theory. We do not
have a majority that fears minorities
becoming the majority.

No, in fact, the majority of Repub-
licans, the huge majority, have no fear
of minorities becoming a majority. Our
concern about the mass influx of people
that have never been educated to what
it takes to have a self-governing coun-
try, is that you lose it.

Now, I have pointed out for years,
people say, oh, you must hate His-
panics because you want a secure
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southern border. It is exactly the oppo-
site.

I look at the Hispanic culture and I
see three basic—and I know it is usu-
ally not good to generalize, but I see,
generally speaking, three commonal-
ities. Most Hispanics have a faith in
God; they have a devotion to their fam-
ily; and they have a hard work ethic.
Those are the three things that made
America the greatest Nation in the his-
tory of the world.

And it was so wonderful to hear the
Prime Minister from Greece pointing
these things out about how America—
clearly, they know around the world,
they know, you took it, and you ex-
panded the freedom, expanded it, made
it better than it ever was in ancient
Greece, where democracy began.

Years ago, there were, I think, four
or five Members of Congress, we had
stopped, we had made a trip to the
Philippines. We went to see our Amer-
ican troops that were training Filipino
troops to fight against radical Islam
that existed and had created so much
chaos in some parts of the Philippine
islands.

But we stopped on the way back to
refuel at the Maldives islands, and we
were having lunch with some of their
leaders. And I was talking to one of
them.

They are such gorgeous islands, beau-
tiful white beaches, water crystal
clear, just beautiful.

But he was telling me, you know, we
are a new democracy. And he said,
there are always rumors about a mili-
tary coup taking power. And then he
paused, and he said, we never had a
George Washington to set the proper
example, so we are always worried
about military coups. Well, they have
had problems there.

But here I was on the other side of
the world, a little, bitty island, and
this leader knew more about our Amer-
ican history than so many, maybe even
a majority of American students, know
now about what a huge thing it was.

It is depicted in one of the eight big
paintings in our rotunda, of George
Washington with a piece of paper in his
hand. That was his resignation. He cop-
ied 13 that he sent to each Governor,
and this one was the original that he
presented to the Continental Congress
there in 1783.

He had won the Revolution as the
head of the military. He could have
been like Napoleon and been an em-
peror. He could have been a czar, dic-
tator, whatever, king. In fact, some
wanted him to become, in essence, a
king.

And there he was. Congress had even
given him authority to make all kinds
of contracts and pay whatever he need-
ed to pay to win the Revolution.

And here he was, with all that power,
could have been, in essence—here is all
the power back. I am going home. In-
credible. That was historic. And so
many don’t know.

But leaders, like the Prime Minister
here this week, he knew. The Maldives,
those little, bitty islands, they knew.
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But when we have an administration
like the current one that, basically, de-
spite saying they have secured the bor-
der, the border is not secure. People
are flooding in.

And we don’t fear having minorities
be the majority. What some of us are
concerned about is people flooding in,
out of control, that have not been edu-
cated in what it takes to sustain a re-
public; because I have heard this from
other leaders in what we consider free
countries around the world, and they
are getting scared.

They see what is happening in Amer-
ica. They say, don’t you understand,
when you lose your freedom in Amer-
ica, there will be no more freedom in
the world.

This week, Ronald Reagan has been
quoted a number of times, and the
Prime Minister mentioned as well, that
freedom is never more than one genera-
tion away from extinction.

But for America to lose our freedom,
which is what is in the process of hap-
pening when you take more and more
right of the American people and give
it to the Federal Government, and you
give more and more right to the De-
partment of Justice and Intelligence to
spy on the American people, and you
have an Attorney General who seizes
more and more power, and says we are
going to start spying on people that
raise questions at school board meet-
ings, you are jeopardizing self-govern-
ment.

And to even think about creating a
disinformation board that truly was—
oh, it has been put on pause—a min-
istry of truth? The government gets to
tell you what you can believe and not
believe? Might as well just start call-
ing us the Soviet Union. Good grief.

I can’t believe how close we have
come to what George Orwell, using his
pen name, described in 1984. As I have
said before, it is appearing that the
main thing he got wrong was the year.
It wasn’t 1984, it is now.

But people have got to wake up. And
for those—and I have heard it around,
everywhere I go, including the airport
here, the airport in Texas, you have
got to do something about the price of
gasoline, the price of diesel. It is mak-
ing everything go up. I don’t have
money to fill my tanks.

Well, who caused that? The Biden ad-
ministration. Who caused the shortage
of formula? The Biden administration.

And we already got a question from a
TV station back in Tyler, Channel 19,
they always try to pick things apart.

Well, I didn’t vote for this new bill
that is supposed to fix baby formula.
Well, I can tell you, giving millions of
dollars to the FDA or the Biden admin-
istration is not going to produce one
drop of baby formula. And, in fact, if
they were going to be the ones to fix
things, they would never have allowed
us to get to this point.

But what happened? Without any re-
gard for what would happen, they went
after the Abbott facility, and it turns
out, none of the formula was found to
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have been contaminated. Yet, they cre-
ated this shortage.

And now, this administration thinks
the solution is more government, more
money to the government. If we could
just get more money, more people em-
ployed in the government, we can fix
anything. No, that is why we have a
shortage, because government is not
the answer. Government is not the an-
swer to getting cheaper gasoline prices
and diesel prices and stopping infla-
tion.

Government, right now, is creating,
has been creating inflation. It is time
to allow the incredible economy that
wants to grow and wants to be a pie
that is not a zero pie, where everybody
just gets smaller shares. No, it grows.
We get a bigger pie.

And nobody explains the economy
and what can help fix things in this
body better than my friend from Ari-
zona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT).

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

HEALTHCARE FOR THE 21ST
CENTURY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT) is recognized
for the remainder of the hour as the
designee of the minority leader.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker,
may I inquire as to the time remain-
ing.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Arizona has 27 minutes re-
maining.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, 1
try to come behind the mike at least
every week when we are here, and the
last few times I have been rather
cranky. I am intensely frustrated with
the policies of the majority.

The majority, the Democrats, the
left, have controlled this place now for
what, 15 months. Poor people are poor-
er. Working poor are poorer. The mid-
dle class is poorer. And there is just
this frustration for people like myself;
we have got to stop it. Stop hurting
people.

And a couple of the responses to the
YouTube video that went out on one of
the previous floor speeches was, okay,
just give us something optimistic. So
let’s try to do something optimistic
today.

But understand, this optimism re-
quires this body to think differently,
particularly my brothers and sisters in
the majority. On occasion, you are
going to have to back away from who
writes checks, you know, and start to
think about what the future would
look like if we would just even fixate,
focus, consider, listen to, some of these
ideas.

O 1315
This is the first one. I have been to
the floor multiple times on this. I am

not going to even start with the debt
chart, which used to be a tradition. But
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I would often stand here with this
chart and say: Hey, you do realize in
the next 29 years, we are functionally
heading to—what is it—$112 trillion or
$115 trillion of borrowed money in to-
day’s dollars.

The thing we are terrified to tell the
American people is that 75 percent of
that is functionally Medicare and the
other 25 percent is the shortfall in So-
cial Security. It is demographics. But
when you break it apart, that $80 tril-
lion-plus of borrowing, that is in to-
day’s dollars, that is the shortfall in
Medicare. Thirty-one percent of that is
just diabetes. Thirty-three percent of
all healthcare spending in the United
States is diabetes.

If you want to lower the cost of
healthcare, if you want to make
healthcare more available and acces-
sible, you have got to stop doing what
this place has been doing for a couple
decades now where we play the game
on who pays and who gets subsidized.
Obamacare, the ACA, was about who
gets subsidized and who has to pay. The
Republican alternative had some of the
same sin, and heaven knows, Medicare
for all is purely a financing scam. It
isn’t about what we pay.

So let’s actually do some things that
are hopeful.

We have been tracking the theory be-
hind this for a couple years now. It is
functionally replacing insulin-pro-
ducing cells. I did a whole presentation
on how they take stem cells and con-
vert them and tap them with a CRISPR
so your body doesn’t want to reject
them. But the fact of the matter is, we
have now had a couple people who have
been cured of type 1 diabetes.

Now, it is a proof-of-concept study.
They have begun phase 1. Right now,
the FDA has them on a pause as they
are working out dosing. But the fact of
the matter is, we are that close, con-
ceptually, to a cure for type 1. And the
fact of the matter is, the premise
works for type 2, but you have got to
deal with some of the ancillaries,
which are really uncomfortable con-
versations.

I represent, we believe, the popu-
lation with the second-highest diabetic
population in the world, one of my
Tribal communities. Mr. Speaker, and
many of the others here, we may have
urban populations that have diabetic
populations, like our rural poor.

The fact of the matter is, wouldn’t it
be amazing if Republicans and Demo-
crats in this place were fixating on this
concept of, we are going to fixate on
curing the misery; we are not going to
go out and build a bunch more clinics
and say we care, so live with your mis-
ery. The concept that there is a chance
that if we put our resources in the
right place, just like Operation Warp
Speed did—remember how many people
here said you can’t do that in a year,
but they did it. Then we could actually
have the more difficult debate here
about if this is a cure for type 1, how do
you move into type 2, what do you do
for lifestyle, health, and what we eat.
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There is some data out there we have
been working on that shows one of the
key contributors to income inequality
in our society is the fact that family
members are suffering. They are hav-
ing their toes cut off. It is health. So
we hear speech after speech after
speech after speech here about income
inequality, the poor, the poor, but how
about embracing technology and tak-
ing a run at it. Yes, there is a chance
it doesn’t work, but we are talking tril-
lions and trillions of spending in our
near future just on diabetes. Isn’t it
worth investing and ending the misery?

There is hope that that is actually
something that would be honorable and
noble and compassionate and moral.
But it doesn’t fit the playbook here be-
cause that isn’t the people showing up
here writing you a check.

A point of reference we have got to
get through our heads: Five percent of
our brothers and sisters who have
chronic conditions, often multiple
chronic conditions, are the majority of
healthcare spending. So if 5 percent is
functionally 50 percent of all the spend-
ing, what happens if you help cure
some of those chronic conditions? If
you want to have an impact on the cost
of healthcare, stop thinking of it as a
financing problem; think of it as a
cures issue.

I will argue, this is optimistic. It is
hopeful. We are in a time of technology
miracles. When is the last time you
had anyone, particularly from the ma-
jority, talk about something that was
optimistic, that could make the poor
less poor, make society healthier, pro-
vide an opportunity that didn’t also re-
quire government running our lives? In
many ways, this does just the opposite.
It sets us free.

This isn’t pie in the sky. Some of this
is happening around us. I mean, this
week—I should have brought the pic-
ture—but the FDA approved a home
COVID test that does more than
COVID. It actually also detects flu and
RSV. It is a home test, and it has been
approved. So this isn’t utopian; it ex-
ists.

The other thing that becomes a more
difficult conversation is: If we care
about people and we care about free-
dom and we care about crashing the
price of healthcare, why not legalize
technology?

So I just sort of show this as—in
some ways this is as much about the
picture to get the concept. Let me tell
the story first. A few years ago, I was
reading some of the crazy blogs and re-
search stuff. I sit on an airplane 10
hours a week. There is a story about
this material science professor who has
built this thing that you blow into and
pretty instantly it tells you if you have
a virus, it can figure out sort of the
category of the virus, and then turns
around and can ping off your medical
records on your phone. Theoretically,
it could actually order your antivirals.

The newer generations are doing
much more than just the category of
virus. They are picking up bacteria.
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There is even one out there that the re-
searchers say can pick up a number of
dead cancer proteins, because when a
cancer cell dies, it throws off that dead
DNA strip. It is functionally a flu
kazoo. I thought you would like that
name.

What is the problem with that tech-
nology? In this place, it is illegal. You
would have an algorithm writing a pre-
scription. You would have a phar-
macist filling prescription. The Social
Security Act says you will see a doc-
tor, not an algorithm, not something
you can have in your home medicine
cabinet that you can blow into.

But do we actually care about people,
or do we care about the people lining
up at our offices who want to slow
down the technology? Think of the lob-
bying that goes on in this place to stop
telehealth.

The fact of the matter is, I have done
telehealth here for a dozen years. The
number of times my office was full of
people saying we really like the tech-
nology, but we need to slow it down; we
don’t think you have enough cost con-
trols. They will do anything because it
changes the economics of delivering
healthcare.

The pandemic hit, and to the major-
ity’s credit, a piece of legislation I had
worked on for years, they grabbed that
language and plugged it in. That is our
telehealth expansion we have today.

You do realize, it goes away. The ex-
pansion on telehealth goes away when
the pandemic is declared over. There
are people lobbying on Capitol Hill to
make sure that happens.

So we talk about how much we care,
but the fact of the matter is, opportu-
nities, technologies, the ability to use
this to stay healthy, if it is not making
certain people money, they are here on
this campus trying to lobby against it.

You start to realize, this isn’t uto-
pian. The technology exists. When you
have a breath biopsy that you can blow
into that instantly can tell you if you
have COVID, why doesn’t this place
look forward? Because so much of the
policy we debate here, it is as if we are
talking about the 1990s.

The fact of the matter is, there is in-
vestment coming in. This is another
breath biopsy and the things you can
wear that someone like myself—I have
hypertension. You wear the thing on
your wrist, and it helps you manage it.

Mr. Speaker, one of the simplest
things—and it is not even thought ex-
periment—16 percent of all of U.S.
healthcare spending is functionally re-
lated to people not taking their medi-
cines. So if you have hypertension, do
you take your hypertension medicine.
If you have high cholesterol, do you
take your statins, the things that keep
you from having a stroke.

A pill bottle lid that just beeps at
you when you forgot to take your med-
icine in the morning or the things that
drops the pills for grandma to stay
healthy, the model says it is $550 bil-
lion. So 16 percent of healthcare spend-
ing, $650 billion a year. So more than
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half a trillion dollars a year if you just
use something as simple as a pill bottle
lid that reminded you to take your
medicines.

I know that is a little utopian, and it
wouldn’t be the completion adoption.
But it is the concept. There are solu-
tions around here that exist. We are
just incapable of discussing them be-
cause they don’t fit sort of the blinded,
narrow vision, because we had our
talking points from our political cam-
paigns a decade ago and we haven’t
read a damn article since then.

So my fixation on telehealth is how
about people in areas like my Navajo
Nation that doesn’t have WiFi. Well,
the fact of the matter is, you are see-
ing it in Ukraine right now, aren’t you?
When you have satellite broadband
that is available to functionally every-
place in North America right now,
wouldn’t it be cheaper, more efficient,
and actually forward-looking to say
maybe the solution for the family that
is in the middle of rural America, give
them the plate-shaped satellite dish
and, boom, they have WiFi, they have
broadband? It makes them available to
use telehealth. Wouldn’t that be some-
thing.

Instead, are we going to subsidize bil-
lions and billions and billions of dollars
to run a strip of fiber out there, which
we have been doing for decades. It is
time we actually sort of entered this
century.

Then there are other things that just
drive me nuts. How much discussion
have you had from the White House,
from the Democrat leadership here,
about supply chains; much of inflation
isn’t their fault; it is not their spend-
ing; it is not their regulatory process;
it is not the changing capital stack; re-
stricting access to hydrocarbons. It is
not their fault; it is not their policies;
it is shipping.

But then they do brilliant things like
this, where they actually have—in
their Build Back Better legislation,
they slipped a sentence in there saying
you don’t get to automate the ports. So
think about how insane this is.

The giveaway to the longshoreman
union was so important to the Demo-
crats that they will give speeches
about how we need to fix the supply
chain, we need to get the goods mov-
ing, but we are going to make sure that
you can’t do it through automation. It
is in their legislation.

Do we have a vision of what the fu-
ture can be where it is more produc-
tive, more prosperous, more hopeful,
more opportunity for everyone, or does
our majority here of Democrats con-
tinue to slip little things like this in
that basically calcify the misery that
is in our communities right now?

Why this slide is important is that if
we are forward-looking—I just came
across this, and it is the thought exper-
iment. So a couple of SpaceX engineers
have a company, and they are working,
apparently, with the rail community—
and I know this picture isn’t great. It
is little autonomous electric platforms.
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You would pull a container off and put
it right on the platform, and that con-
tainer drives to where it is supposed to
go. It is a little spur crossing. It is
going to Arizona storage if it is leaving
the Port of Long Beach through the
port of the Alameda corridor that is all
backed up, for those of us who lean a
little more toward the west. But it is a
technology solution.

Instead of this place holding hearings
and saying, What the regulatory bar-
riers are? What the labor regulatory
barriers? There is an optimistic solu-
tion. This place will run away from it,
because one of the union groups doesn’t
like it. It becomes about power and
money; not what is actually good for
the American people. But there are so-
lutions like this of autonomous rail-
cars.
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This one has been out for a few years,
and they are working on it. It is actu-
ally making amazing progress. You are
hearing the discussions right now of
food insecurity around the world. I be-
lieve it is mostly University of Illinois
that has been doing this amazing work
on how to get plant productivity dra-
matically better.

I have done whole presentations here
on the floor about C4 plants, C3 plants,
and how you tweak them. Remember,
God made the plants so sometimes
they grab an oxygen molecule. They
really wanted the carbon molecule.

I apologize for the folks trying to
take this down. Wave at me if I am
talking too fast. I have had a lot of cof-
fee, which is a typical day.

The optimism of what would this
mean to feeding the world? What would
this mean to inflation? What would
this mean just for the morality of
there being the efficiency—if you need
less fuel, water, fertilizer, if the tech-
nology is real. In the early reports, it
is pretty darn impressive.

We are holding hearings on this,
right? We are having discussions of
how this would be amazing to help the
world grow more food and protect the
environment? Of course not. Because
there is no one showing up with a
check to talk about this.

The next one I am going to show you
is just my fixation. You do realize in
the last decade, the United States has
removed so much baseload nuclear
power that its functioning equals every
bit of renewable that has hit the grid.

On one hand, here we have this opti-
mism. Think about all the photovoltaic
and wind. Isn’t this exciting? Oh, by
the way, we removed so much baseload
nuclear power, we haven’t gone any-
where.

I know there is a huge cadre of my
colleagues here that despise nuclear
power. You have a Nobel Prize physi-
cist saying, hey, we think there is ac-
tually a way you could use a high-pulse
laser to break nuclear materials down.
You have other people reporting that,
saying we need to be taking the spent
nuclear and refining it because our nu-
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clear stocks have crashed. There is a
long history to that, post-Cold War,
lots of weapons grade. We have been
knocking it down to use in other uses,
and now that stockpile is running out.

But why wouldn’t you invite this
physicist here to Capitol Hill and say:
What would it take investment-wise,
timewise, to have a way to break down
nuclear waste? Remember, he is the
guy with the Nobel Prize; this place
isn’t. This is optimism. This is hope.

Then you have other things. I re-
member talking about this technology
as a kid of how you could build bat-
teries. We used to refer to them as a
rust battery. It is a closed loop. They
are very heavy. They only work in util-
ity grade. You couldn’t have them in
your car. But they don’t use rare
earths. Why aren’t these people here on
Capitol Hill talking to us about how we
could fix our power storage situation,
particularly for those of us in the West
where, during the afternoon, we have
all this photovoltaic coming in, but
then the Sun goes down, and we are
still running our air-conditioning, and
we have this crash?

There is hope. There are opportuni-
ties. Do all these work? I don’t know.
But that is what this body is supposed
to be about: What does the future look
like? Instead, we are litigating ideas
that are 20 years out of date.

This one is out there right now, I
guess near Houston, where they have a
gas-fired power plant. I believe it is
called the Allam-Fetvedt Cycle, and it
has no smokestacks. They basically
use the throw-off to spin.

So you burn, you spin. Instead of
boiling water and having the steam
spin it, it is the burn that spins the
turbines, and then they capture all the
CO, and save it and use it for other
sources. There is no smokestack.

This is up and running today. Yes, it
has had some engineering problems,
but the concept, why don’t we talk
about this? If you say you care about
greenhouse gases, and we care about
the fact that much of America may
have brownouts, blackouts, powerwise
in the United States this year, there is
a way the technology is the solution.

This last one I am going to do just
because it is the quintessential that
sometimes there is a solution, but no
one has figured out really how to make
a bunch of money on it, so no one here
is ever going to talk about it.

A number of my brothers and sisters
on the left despise natural gas. I am
fascinated with it because you do real-
ize a couple of years ago the expansion
of fracking and natural gas got us
within a couple hairs of actually the
Paris accords without us even being
part of the Paris accord agreement,
and it was because of natural gas.

My brothers and sisters on the left
who despise natural gas give the excuse
of: Well, there is methane. There is
methane leakage, and methane is like
nine to one in global warming counts
even though its half-life is disputed a
bit.
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If we had a way to deal with the
methane bleed, would my Democratic
colleagues let us let Wall Street, let
pension plans, everyone else finally go
back to investing in natural gas?

Well, there is some research out
there that said: Hey, did you know that
if you can take kitty litter, clay, I
think they tag it with some copper
oxide, it becomes a methane sponge,
and it is really, really cheap? It is,
functionally, clay.

Why wouldn’t we have a hearing
about this and have a discussion say-
ing: You are saying we could go back
to extracting lots of natural gas? Be-
cause the price is off the charts. Why
this is so important is do not let some-
one lie to you and say: Well, the reason
your gas prices, the reason the natural
gas prices, are so high is Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine.

The futures market last September,
October was telling us that fuel prices
were about to go off the charts. It had
already begun. It was substantially be-
cause of the cancelation of the pipe-
lines, the permits, and the capital
stack, the threat that the Securities
and Exchange Commission was going
to require all sorts of disclosures. The
fact of the matter is, this majority be-
came very hostile to hydrocarbons. It
was already coming. The Russian inva-
sion just made some of these prices
that you are going to suffer through
this summer happen earlier.

Part of the excuse is, well, natural
gas, yes, it is half the environmental
load of maybe coal. But they still hate
it because of that methane.

How about if I came to you and said:
It doesn’t cure all the problems, but it
would cure part of it? There is a solu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, my last comment, this
place has been miserable for the last 15
months. It has been dour; it has been
angry; it has been sad. Wouldn’t it be
interesting if somewhere in here our
colleagues on the left and the right
just held a few hearings and said what
does the future look like for tech-
nology disruption that is good for poor
people, that is good for the working
poor, good for the middle class? In-
stead, it is sort of this march toward
“‘screw them, let them suffer’” because
our ideology is more important than
what is really going on.

Both parties here deserve to be
judged by not our words, not our virtue
signaling, but what we actually accom-
plish. Take a look at what we did when
we had the full majority. Take a look
at the economy in 2018, 2019, first quar-
ter of 2020 because we fully intend to
judge you for what you did these 2
years.

The fact of the matter is, income in-
equality, food insecurity, the poor, the
middle class all had a hell of a lot bet-
ter economy and better life during our
years than yours.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.
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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that
the Senate has passed without amend-
ment bills of the House of the following
titles:

H.R. 3525. An Act to establish the Commis-
sion to Study the Potential Creation of a Na-
tional Museum of Asian Pacific American
History and Culture, and for other purposes.

H.R. 7691. An Act making emergency sup-
plemental appropriations for assistance for
the situation in Ukraine for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2022, and for other pur-
poses.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S. 2490. An Act to establish the Blackwell
School National Historic Site in Marfa,
Texas, and for other purposes.

———
TAKE A STAND AGAINST HATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
TLAIB). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 4, 2021, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GREEN) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes as the designee
of the majority leader.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, and still I rise. I rise today to ex-
press my sympathies and my condo-
lences to the families of the many who
have suffered from hate—more specifi-
cally, the families who have lost loved
ones to hate.

The latest example that is being dis-
cussed quite widely now is what hap-
pened in Buffalo: 13 people wounded,
the majority of them, the over-
whelming majority, African Ameri-
cans. Some were White.

But I express my sympathies and
condolences to all persons who have
family members who have suffered
from hate violence. I do so because I
understand that sympathies and condo-
lences are important. People need to
know that you care. But I also know,
Madam Speaker, that sympathies and
condolences are not enough.

It is not enough now to express our
sorrow. It is important to express our
sorrows, but it is not enough. Too
many have died, and the truth is, this
impacts all segments of society.

The African-American community
had 9 people murdered on June 18, 2015,
at the Charleston, South Carolina,
church shooting.

The Asian community, 8 people mur-
dered on March 16, 2021, at the Atlanta
spa shooting.

The Jewish community, 11 people
murdered on October 27, 2018, at the
Pittsburgh Tree of Life synagogue
shooting.

The Latino community, 22 people
murdered on August 1, 2019, at the El
Paso Walmart shooting.

The Muslim community, two people
murdered on August 13, 2016, at the
New York City mosque shooting.

The LGBTQ community, 49 people
murdered on June 12, 2020, at the Pulse
nightclub shooting.
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This impacts all of our communities.
All are at risk. The truth is, this con-
tinues because too many people in this
country tolerate hate. Those who tol-
erate hate perpetuate hate.

Too many people tolerate hate. It is
time for all to speak up.

If we are going to do something
about this, we have to acknowledge
something. The person who did this in
the State of New York, Buffalo, this
person has to be prosecuted to the full-
est extent that the law allows, the full-
est extent.

But we also have to understand
something else as it relates to this per-
son and the many others who have en-
gaged in this kind of horrific activity,
self-proclaimed white supremacists,
persons who travel some great distance
so they can find persons of African an-
cestry that are suitable for assassina-
tion. It happened in Texas at the
Walmart. It happened in New York now
at Buffalo, a person travels some 200
miles.

Saying that we care is important,
but dealing with this hate is more im-
portant. We have to realize that for all
of these people who performed these
dastardly deeds that must be punished,
we must realize that they were not
born with this hate in their hearts.
This is not expressing sympathy for
them. This is understanding how it is
we find ourselves having to mourn all
of these persons who have been mur-
dered, massacred, assassinated.

If we understand that they weren’t
born this way, then we have to ask our-
selves: How did they become the das-
tards who would commit such heinous
crimes?

I have in my hand something that is
fairly succinct, something from a
movie. I have the lyrics to the song,
“You’ve Got to Be Taught.”

You’ve got to be taught to

hate and fear

You’ve got to be taught

from year to year

It’s got to be drummed

into your dear little ear.

You’ve got to be carefully taught.
You’ve got to be taught to be afraid . . .
of people whose skin is

a different shade

You’ve got to be carefully taught.
You’ve got to be taught

before it’s too late

before you are six or

seven or eight

To hate all the people

your relatives hate

You’ve got to be carefully taught.
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Each of these persons were taught—
some at home from families who stated
things in their presence that encour-
aged them to do these things.

Today, we have the problems of the
internet and social media. Today, we
have the ability for young people, with
and without their parents’ knowledge,
to receive information, disinformation,
fabrications, insidious prevarications,
to receive this kind of horrible infor-
mation online, with and without their
parents knowing.
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It appears that there is a theory now,
the great replacement theory, the fear
that immigrants are going to replace
White Europeans. It appears this young
man, this dastard in New York, the
State of New York, city of Buffalo,
that this person decided that this the-
ory was enough to motivate him to
commit these crimes.

We have to fight evil speech with our
just speech. The speech that can coun-
teract the evil messages that are being
pervaded. We have to fight it with our
speech. Everybody has a duty to stand
up and speak out.

Those who tolerate bigotry,
Islamophobia, xenophobia, sexism, rac-
ism, anti-Semitism, all of the various
invidious phobias, those who tolerate
these phobias, who tolerate people de-
ciding that they will simply murder
and massacre people, those who tol-
erate, perpetuate. And to a certain ex-
tent you become complicit.

As Dr. King put it, after some point
of time, those who tolerate hate—these
are not his exact words—it becomes be-
trayal. We have a duty to stand up and
speak out. All people of good will.

Madam Speaker, I ask today: Where
is the business community? These
things are happening in places of busi-
ness.

Where is the Chamber of Commerce?
Where are the various Chambers of
Commerce across this Nation? Why
have they not spoken out?

These things are occurring in busi-
ness places. At some point, people will
limit their engagement in business
places, if we don’t stand up and speak
out.

If people understand that there is a
risk of being harmed for going into a
food store or a service station, some
place of business, people will limit
their activities.

Someone might say, well, you can al-
ways order your food from a source and
have it delivered to you. I contend that
if you do this, or if you limit your par-
ticipation, revenue will decline in
places of business. The business com-
munity has to be concerned about its
revenue.

Look, we should all be concerned
about the lives that have been lost, but
this can impact the economy. It can
impact businesses and the extent that
they will be able to maintain the work-
force that they have. We have got to
care about all of this. What impacts
one directly can impact all indirectly.
So we have got to concern ourselves
with what is happening and how this
can impact the economy.

So if we conclude that people are
going to limit their access by going
into places, choosing not to go, well, if
this occurs, as I said, you might want
to order your products from these busi-
ness places. But here is the problem
with that. That, too, will cause the
revenue flow to be impacted in an ad-
verse way.

Here is why. It is not unusual for
someone—and I will use myself as an
example—to go into a place of business
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looking for one item, not find that one
item and still spend $50. That is be-
cause while I am there, I see other
things. But if you don’t go into that
place of business, you don’t see these
things, and that can limit revenue.

If these mass shootings continue,
there are people who won’t want to live
near certain areas. Property values can
be impacted. Schools have already had
mass shootings. People choose to send
their children to schools where they
think their children will be safe. All of
these shootings can impact schools,
places of worship, and businesses.

So the business community has a
duty to speak up. I have sent a letter
to the Chamber of Commerce in Hous-
ton, Texas. I have sent letters to other
chambers of commerce, as well. In
Houston, it is called the Greater Hous-
ton Partnership. I am beseeching and
imploring the Greater Houston Part-
nership to take a stand publicly.

And, please, don’t be afraid to say
the word white supremacy. We, for
some reason, want to allow this to just
become another shooting silo—many
people, not all—silo this shooting.
Then we will wait until there is an-
other, we will attack it and silo that
shooting.

Friends, it is the hate that we have
to prosecute. Prosecuting the criminals
is always important. They ought to be
prosecuted to the fullest extent that
the law allows, but we also have to
prosecute the hate that produces the
behavior that is taking the lives of peo-
ple across the length and breadth of
this country. If we are going to pros-
ecute the hate, we have got to have the
will to say white supremacy.

We have to have the guts to say what
it is. Our failure to say what it is
leaves things too nebulous. We don’t
want there to be any confusion about
what is happening.

I am on the Committee on Homeland
Security. We have had many hearings
where experts have made it clear to us
that white supremacy is a threat.
Quite frankly, in my opinion, it is a
form of domestic terrorism. And you
have got to have the courage to say it.
You have to say it.

Madam Speaker, I am imploring the
business community to take a stand,
hold a press event and denounce white
supremacy and all of the evil associ-
ated with it. The business community
has to take a stand.

Equally as important is this: Where
is the clergy? Where is the clergy?

Where are, more specifically, the
White evangelicals? Why is your voice
muted? Why aren’t you out front with
other members of the clergy denounc-
ing this openly, out in the public?

There ought to be an assemblage of
clergy; Black, White, Brown—whatever
colors—denouncing this. We are at a
seminal moment in time that can im-
pact the rest of our time, and it is time
for us to take a stand against hate.

So I ask the clergy, I ask you, please,
do your part; be out with the clergy
and business community. It is impor-
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tant for this type of unity to take
place. The words we say can make a
difference.

Emily Dickinson said, ‘“A word is
dead when it is said, some say. I say it
just begins to live that day.” And I
agree with this. Words can make a dif-
ference.

There are many other things that we
can do. We can pass laws here, and we
have. But we need the cooperation of
the business community, the clergy,
and all other businesses, all other com-
munities to become a part of this effort
to denounce white supremacy.

In the effort to do so, it is important
that we not allow ourselves to tolerate
the hate that is in our immediate envi-
ronment—on your job. You experience
it. You have got to speak up, speak
out. If you see it, you have got to say
it. Say that it exists.

You cannot say that there were some
very fine people among those in Char-
lottesville proclaiming Jews will not
replace us. You can’t allow that kind of
behavior to go unchecked. It doesn’t
matter where it comes from. If it
comes from the highest office in the
land, it has to be checked.

Jews will not replace us. That is a
part of the replacement theory being
articulated openly and notoriously.
Yet, we, to this date, have not done
enough to denounce it.

Jews will not replace us. We cannot
allow people, regardless of where they
are in life, what their station is in life,
to do things that will impact the lives
of others. So, yes, it doesn’t matter the
source, it doesn’t matter where you
are, you have got to be called out.

I don’t in any way conclude that this
is something that we cannot eliminate.
I believe we can. This is why I have a
piece of legislation that addresses this.
It is a piece of legislation for a depart-
ment of reconciliation. We have not
reconciled in this country. We have
not.

From 1619, August 20, when the first
Africans were brought here enslaved,
to this very second, we have not en-
gaged in reconciliation. The reconcili-
ation that we need is not going to
occur as long as we silo each of these
massacres. We have to have a formal
structure within which to have policies
and procedures and laws developed.

We need a department of reconcili-
ation for this Nation. Just as we have
a Department of Labor, a Department
of Commerce, a Department of Defense,
we need a department of reconcili-
ation. Just as we have a Secretary of
Labor, a Secretary of Defense, a Sec-
retary of Commerce, we need a sec-
retary of reconciliation, with under
secretaries.

The department has to be funded. I
suggested that it ought to be funded by
indexing it to the Defense Department,
some percentage of the budget of the
Defense Department, because the De-
fense Department will always be fund-
ed. Therefore, the department of rec-
onciliation will always be funded.

It is not going to occur overnight. It
won’t. I think that there are many
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other things that have to happen, and
this department of reconciliation can
be part and parcel to producing a cli-
mate, policies, if you will, such that
these other things can happen.

So if you have something that is very
important associated with this, then
let the department of reconciliation
work that into the system. A depart-
ment of reconciliation, the secretary of
reconciliation, would report directly to
the President of the United States, and
it would not be something that has a
defined lifespan.

We don’t conclude that the Defense
Department will sunset on a certain
date. The Department of Commerce
doesn’t sunset. The Labor Department
doesn’t sunset. The department of rec-
onciliation should not sunset, so that
it can continue its work. Presidents
might come and Presidents would go,
but the department of reconciliation,
reporting directly to the President,
will still be with us.

Madam Speaker, we have not rec-
onciled in this country. I believe that
with a department of reconciliation,
something as simple as the Richard
Russell Office Building would become
worthy of consideration. Richard Rus-
sell was a racist and a bigot, and we
have an office building named after
Richard Russell, the Russell Senate Of-
fice Building. That is a disgrace.

Madam Speaker, we have the author-
ity to change that, but we have not. It
is our duty to change what we can. No
one in this country can remove that
name, save people who hold public
trust here in Washington, D.C.
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We ought to change that. Those who
tolerate bigotry and racism and hate
perpetuate it. We are tolerating the
name ‘‘Richard Russell’’ on that build-
ing when we know what he stood for.
Within the building, we have a statue
in the rotunda devoted to Richard Rus-
sell.

How long will this go on?

There are some people who say,
“Well, it is a good message,” but they
have all kinds of reasons for not want-
ing to take action right now: wrong
messenger, good message, wrong mes-
senger; got to wait until we can get
somebody that we have influence with
to push this issue; or, you present it
too strongly, do it quietly.

Why do people of color have to be
quiet about the issues that impact
them? Why do people of color have to
find a way to get things done without
being openly hostile to the things that
are harmful to them?

We have every right to demand that
the name ‘“‘Richard Russell’” not be on
that building. I am not ashamed of the
fact that I have the courage to say
that. The department of reconciliation
could deal with it.

Well, the father of American music—
the father of American music—was a
racist. He was a racist, and we have
tolerated this. We know it. We have
looked at the lyrics, but we haven’t
changed it.
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This notion of the father of American
music existing emanates from this
House. It was in this House and in the
Senate and signed by the President
that we have a father of American
music who is a racist. That could be
changed if we had a department of rec-
onciliation.

I believe that we owe it to ourselves
and to the generations to come, to pos-
terity, if you will, to be bold enough to
change these things and to have the
courage to do so without having to
demonstrate that we are afraid to do
S0.

There are many who won’t do it. It is
regrettable, but it is the truth. We
have the power to do it, but we only
have to have the will to make the
change.

Those who tolerate bigotry, those
who tolerate hate, those who tolerate
racism perpetuate it. Unfortunately,
too many Members with the power to
make the change—not all—decline to
do so, for whatever reasons.

I would hope that things will change,
but if they don’t, I will be back again
and again and again until the change
that we seek takes place.

I believe that Gandhi was right. Be
the change you wish to see.

I am here to be that change, but I am
also reminded of what Maya Angelou
has said in her poem about being the
hope of the slave. There were people
who died praying for a day that some
African American would have the op-
portunity to stand here and be a party
to making the change, not a party to
acquiescing, but to making the change
that can make a difference in the lives
of not only Black people but all people.

I love my country. I love my country.
That is why I am here demanding the
change, and I am not afraid to say ‘‘de-
manding.” Demanding the change.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

————
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Cheryl L. Johnson, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly an en-
rolled bill of the House of the following
title, which was thereupon signed by
the Speaker:

H.R. 4426. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to ensure that the needs
of children are considered in homeland secu-
rity planning, and for other purposes.

———

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The Speaker announced her signa-
ture to enrolled bills of the Senate of
the following titles:

S. 66.—An act to require the Inter-Agency
Task Force on Harmful Algal Blooms and
Hypoxia to develop a plan for reducing, miti-
gating, and controlling harmful algal blooms
and hypoxia in South Florida, and for other
purposes.

S. 1097.—An act to establish a Federal ro-
tational cyber workforce program for the
Federal cyber workforce.

S. 1760.—An act to designate the commu-
nity-based outpatient clinic of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs planned to be built

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

in Oahu, Hawaii, as the ‘“‘Daniel Kahikina
Akaka Department of Veterans Affairs Com-
munity-Based Outpatient Clinic”’.

S. 2201.—An act to manage supply chain
risk through counterintelligence training,
and for other purposes.

S. 25614.— An act to rename the Provo Vet-
erans Center in Orem, Utah, as the ‘Col.
Gail S. Halvorsen ‘Candy Bomber’ Veterans
Center’’.

S. 2520.—An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to provide for engage-
ments with State, local, Tribal, and terri-
torial governments, and for other purposes.

S. 2687.—An act to provide the Inspector
General of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs testimonial subpoena authority, and for
other purposes.

S. 3527.—An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to transfer the name of
property of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs designated by law to other property of
the Department.

S. 4119.—An act to reauthorize the Radi-
ation Exposure Compensation Act.

———
ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned
until 9:30 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon (at 2 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, May 20, 2022, at 9:30 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-4225. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Defense Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation Supplement:
New Qualifying County Lithuania (DFARS
Case 2022-D012) [Docket DARS-2022-0006]
(RIN: 0750-AL63) received April 26, 2022, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Armed Services.

EC—4226. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Defense Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation Supplement:
Contract Closeout Authority for DoD Serv-
ices Contracts (DFARS Case 2021-D012)
[Docket DARS-2021-0017] (RIN: 0750-AL48) re-
ceived April 5, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

EC-4227. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Defense Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation Supplement:
Evaluation Factor for Employing or Subcon-
tracting with Members of the Selected Re-
serve (DFARS Case 2021-D013) [Docket
DARS-2022-0005] (RIN: 0750-AL31) received
April 5, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-4228. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Defense Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation Supplement: Re-
peal of DFARS Provision ‘“‘Payment in Local
Currency (Afghanistan)” (DFARS Case 2022-
D001) [Docket DARS-2022-0009] (RIN: 0750-
ALbB3) received May 10, 2022, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
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251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-4229. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Defense Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation Supplement: Ex-
ception to Competition for Certain Fellow-
on Production Contracts (DFARS Case 2019-
D031) [Docket DARS-2019-0051] (RIN: 0750-
AKG67) received May 10, 2022, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-4230. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Defense Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation Supplement:
Modification of Small Purchase Threshold
Exceptions (DFARS Case 2021-D010) [Docket
DARS-2021-0018] (RIN: 0750-AL29) received
May 10, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

EC-4231. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Defense Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation Supplement:
Commercial Item Determinations (DFARS
Case 2020-D033) [Docket DARS-2020-0044]
(RIN: 0750-AL119) received May 10, 2022, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Armed Services.

EC-4232. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Defense Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation Supplement:
Contract Authority for Development and
Demonstration of Prototypes (DFARS Case
2021-D025) [Docket DARS-2021-0020] (RIN:
0750-AL49) received May 10, 2022, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-4233. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Defense Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation Supplement:
Validation of Proprietary and Technical
Data (DFARS Case 2018-D069) [Docket DARS-
2019-0048] (RIN: 0750-AKT71) received May 10,
2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Armed Services.

EC-4234. A letter from the Supervisory
Workforce Analyst, OPDR, Employment and
Training Administration, Department of
Labor, transmitting the Department’s direct
final rule — Senior Community Service Em-
ployment Program Conforming Changes to
the Supporting Older Americans Act of 2020-
Updated Guidance on Priority of Service,
Durational Limits and State Plan Submis-
sions [Docket No.: ETA-2022-0002] (RIN: 1205-
AC04) received May 11, 2022, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor.

EC-4235. A letter from the Attorney, Office
of the General Counsel, Consumer Product
Safety Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule — Safety Standard for
Crib Mattresses [CPSC Docket No.: 2020-0023]
received April 5, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-4236. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, National Institutes of Health, De-
partment of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Privacy Act; Implementation [Docket No.:
NIH-2016-0002] (RIN: 0925-AA62) received
March 31, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.
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EC-4237. A letter from the Director, Regu-
lations Policy and Management Staff, De-
partment of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Medical Devices; Technical Amendments
[Docket No.: FDA-2021-N-0246] received April
5, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4238. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Zinc Stearate; Tol-
erance Exemption [EPA-HQ-OPP-2020-0531;
FRL-9608-01-OCSPP] received March 31, 2022,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4239. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval;
Maryland; Philadelphia Area Base Year In-
ventory for the 2015 Ozone National Ambient
Air Quality Standards [EPA-R03-OAR-2021-
0834; FRL-9382-02-R3] received March 31, 2022,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4240. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule —
Tetraacetylethylenediamine (TAED) and its
metabolite Diacetylethylenediamine
(DAED); Exemption from the Requirement of
a Tolerance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2021-0551; FRL-
9348-01-OCSPP] received March 31, 2022, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4241. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Bicyclopyrone;
Pesticide Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2020-0375;
FRL-9472-01-OCSPP] received March 31, 2022,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4242. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval;
Delaware; Amendments to Control of Vola-
tile Organic Compounds Mobile Equipment
Repair and Refinishing Rule Regulation
[EPA-R03-OAR-2020-0522; FRI1.-9666-02-R3] re-
ceived March 31, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-4243. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval;
South Dakota; Revisions to South Dakota
Codified Law and Administrative Rules of
South Dakota [EPA-R08-OAR-2021-0807; FRL-
9680-02-R8] received March 31, 2022, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

EC-4244. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval;
Connecticut; Negative Declaration for the
0il and Gas Industry [EPA-R01-OAR-2022-
0089; FRL-9546-02-R1] received March 31, 2022,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4245. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval;
Wisconsin; Redesignation of the Manitowoc,
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Wisconsin Area to Attainment of the 2015
Ozone Standard [EPA-R05-OAR-2020-0410;
EPA-R05-OAR-2021-0141; FRIL-9484-02-R5] re-
ceived March 31, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-4246. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Sodium Salt
Acifluorfen; Pesticide Tolerances for Emer-
gency Exemptions [EPA-HQ-OPP-2021-0604;
FRL-9657-01-OCSPP] received March 31, 2022,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4247. A letter from the Program Ana-
lyst, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau,
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — In the
Matter of Connect America Fund — Alaska
Plan [WC Docket No.: 16-271] received May
12, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4248. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Schedule of Fees for Con-
sular Services — Elimination of the “Return
Check Processing Fee’ [Public Notice: 11649]
(RIN: 1400-AF48) received March 31, 2022, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

EC-4249. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Report to Congress on Termination of
Waiver with Respect to Certain Persons
Identified on the Protection Europe’s Energy
Security Act Report; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

EC-4250. A letter from the Sanctions Regu-
lations Advisor, Office of Foreign Assets
Control, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule —
Ukraine-/Russia-Related Sanctions Regula-
tions, received May 3, 2022, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

EC-4251. A letter from the Director, Office
of Acquisition Policy, Department of De-
fense, transmitting the Department’s sum-
mary presentation of final rules — Federal
Acquisition Regulation; Federal Acquisition
Circular 2022-06; Introduction [Docket No.:
FAR-2022-0051, Sequence No. 3] received May
3, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Oversight and Reform.

EC-4252. A letter from the Chief, Regu-
latory Coordination Division, U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s temporary final rule — Asylum
Interview Interpreter Requirement Modifica-
tion Due to COVID-19 [CIS No.: 2671-20; DHS
Docket No.: USCIS-2020-0017] (RIN: 1615-
ACH9) received March 31, 2022, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

EC-4253. A letter from the Senior Regu-
latory Attorney, Enforcement Programs and
Services, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms, and Explosives, Department of Justice,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Definition of ‘‘Frame or Receiver’’ and Iden-
tification of Firearms [Docket No.: 2021R-
05F; AG Order No. 5374-2022] (RIN: 1140-A A54)
received May 3, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on the Judici-

ary.
EC-4254. A letter from the Management
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
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Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s issuance of final airworthiness cri-
teria — Airworthiness Criteria: Special Class
Airworthiness Criteria for the Matternet,
Inc. M2 Unmanned Aircraft [Docket No.:
FAA-2020-1085] received March 30, 2022, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-4255. A letter from the Division Chief,
Regulatory Development, Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration, Department
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Implementation of
Household Goods Working Group Rec-
ommendations [Docket No.: FMCSA-2020-
0205] (RIN: 2126-AC35) received April 29, 2022,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-4256. A letter from the Regulations
Writer — Federal Register Liaison, Office of
Regulations and Reports Clearance, Social
Security Administration, transmitting the
Administration’s final rule — Anti-Fraud
System [Docket No.: SSA-2018- 0012] (RIN:
0960-AI31) received May 3, 2022, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mrs. NAPOLITANO (for herself, Ms.
SANCHEZ, Ms. BARRAGAN, Ms. ESHOO,
Mr. MCNERNEY, Ms. BASS, Mr.
OBERNOLTE, Mr. CORREA, Mr. GOMEZ,
Ms. MATSUI, Ms. PORTER, Ms. LEE of
California, Mr. AGUILAR, Mr. COSTA,
Mr. SWALWELL, Ms. CHU, Ms. SPEIER,
Mrs. TORRES of California, Mr. LEVIN
of California, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr.
SCHIFF, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. THOMPSON
of California, Mr. VARGAS, Mr.
GARAMENDI, Mr. LIEU, Ms. LOFGREN,
Mr. LOWENTHAL, and Ms. WATERS):

H.R. 7832. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
396 South California Avenue in West Covina,
California, as the ‘“Esteban E. Torres Post
Office Building’’; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Reform.

By Ms. SALAZAR (for herself, Mr.
GIMENEZ, Mr. DIAZ-BALART, and Miss
GONZALEZ-COLON):

H.R. 7833. A bill to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to authorize the repair of the
damaged Stiltsville structure in Biscayne
National Park, Florida, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. PALMER (for himself, Mr.
LATTA, Mr. MAST, Mr. STEUBE, Mr.
GIBBS, Mr. PFLUGER, Mr. WEBER of
Texas, Mr. SMITH of Nebraska, Mr.
ROy, Mr. CLoUD, Mr. TIFFANY, Mr.
BANKS, Mrs. HARTZLER, and Mr.
SMITH of Missouri):

H.R. 7834. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to prohibit the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services from
selecting certain activities relating to the
development of anti-racism plans as clinical
practice improvement activities under the
Medicare program; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, and in addition to the
Committee on Ways and Means, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.
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By Ms. HERRELL (for herself, Mr.
COMER, Mr. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN of
Florida, Mr. GIBBS, Mr. HIGGINS of
Louisiana, Mr. CLOUD, Mr. KELLER,
Mr. BIcGS, Mr. DONALDS, and Mr.
CLYDE):

H.R. 7835. A bill to require Executive agen-
cies to submit to Congress a study of the im-
pacts of expanded telework and remote work
by agency employees during the COVID-19
pandemic and a plan for the agency’s future
use of telework and remote work, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Reform.

By Mr. BLUMENAUER (for himself and
Mr. CASTEN):

H.R. 7836. A bill to amend the National
Flood Insurance Act of 1968 to facilitate
community action to address repetitively
flooded areas, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Financial Services.

By Mr. BROWN of Maryland (for him-
self and Mr. KELLY of Mississippi):

H.R. 7837. A bill to improve promotion
practices in the National Guard, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

By Mr. BROWN of Maryland (for him-
self and Mr. KATKO):

H.R. 7838. A Dbill to ensure that no cost re-
duction or cash refund is due under certain
transportation cost-reimbursement con-
tracts on the basis of the forgiveness of cer-
tain covered loans, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

By Mr. BUCK (for himself, Ms.
JAYAPAL, Mr. OWENS, and Mr.
CICILLINE):

H.R. 7839. A bill to prevent conflicts of in-
terest and promote competition in the sale
and purchase of digital advertising; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT (for himself, Mr.
BIsHOP of Georgia, and Ms. NORTON):

H.R. 7840. A bill to make permanent the
authority to reimburse members for spouse
relicensing costs pursuant to a permanent
change of station; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT (for himself, Mr.
BIsHOP of Georgia, Ms. NORTON, and
Mr. KEATING):

H.R. 7841. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to grant family of members of
the uniformed services temporary annual
leave during the deployment of such mem-
bers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. CASTEN (for himself and Mr.
BLUMENAUER):

H.R. 7842. A bill to amend the National
Flood Insurance Act of 1968 to expand oppor-
tunities for families living in areas of high
flood risk to access Federal assistance for
voluntary relocation, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Financial Services, and
in addition to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas (for
himself, Mr. LANGEVIN, and Mr.
BACON):

H.R. 7843. A bill to amend the Adoption and
Legal Guardianship Incentive Payment Pro-
gram to promote reunifying families, com-
munity-based care, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. JACKSON:

H.R. 7844. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to improve tax filing ef-
forts in rural areas, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Ms. KELLY of Illinois (for herself,
Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. CARDENAS, Mr.
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BUTTERFIELD, and Ms. CLARKE of New
York):

H.R. 7845. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, acting through
the Director of the National Institutes of
Health, to take certain steps to increase
clinical trial diversity, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

By Mrs. LURIA (for herself and Mr.
NEHLS):

H.R. 7846. A bill to increase, effective as of
December 1, 2022, the rates of compensation
for veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities and the rates of dependency and indem-
nity compensation for the survivors of cer-
tain disabled veterans, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. MCNERNEY:

H.R. 7847. A Dbill to increase efficiency and
conservation in public water systems, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Mr. MOORE of Utah:

H.R. 7848. A bill to promote meeting do-
mestic energy needs with domestic energy
production, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. MOULTON (for himself and Mr.
KEATING):

H.R. 7849. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a credit against
tax for the purchase of certain adaptive gear
required to prevent the entanglement of
Right Whales; to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

By Mr. O'HALLERAN (for himself and
Mr. WENSTRUP):

H.R. 7850. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to establish a program to
award grants to State, local, and Tribal gov-
ernments to purchase and distribute anti-
blood loss supplies for use in a medical emer-
gency, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. PFLUGER (for himself, Mrs.
MILLER-MEEKS, Mr. GIMENEZ, Mr.
MCKINLEY, and Mr. GUEST):

H.R. 7851. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to require institutions of
higher education to disclose certain ties to
China-affiliated organizations, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Education
and Labor.

By Mr. SCHIFF (for himself, Mr. LAN-
GEVIN, Mr. CARSON, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr.
CONNOLLY, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. JACOBS
of California, Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALO-
NEY of New York, Mr. NADLER, Ms.
NEWMAN, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, and Ms.
LEGER FERNANDEZ):

H.R. 7852. A bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide for a corporate re-
sponsibility investment option under the
Thrift Savings Plan; to the Committee on
Oversight and Reform.

By Mr. SMITH of Washington:

H.R. 7853. A bill to require the Federal
Aviation Administration to provide funding
for noise mitigation, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure.

By Mr. SOTO (for himself and Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ):

H.R. 7854. A bill to authorize the Secretary
of Homeland Security to adjust the status of
certain aliens who are nationals of Ven-
ezuela to that of aliens lawfully admitted for
permanent residence, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. STEFANIK (for herself, Mr.
LAMBORN, Mr. WITTMAN, Mr. TURNER,
Mr. FITZPATRICK, Ms. TENNEY, Mrs.
HARTZLER, Mr. PFLUGER, and Mrs.
SPARTZ):

H.R. 7855. A bill to prohibit Federal fund-
ing for institutions of higher education that
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have agreements with certain academic in-
stitutions in the People’s Republic of China
and the Russian Federation, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Education
and Labor, and in addition to the Committee
on Armed Services, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. WALBERG:

H.R. 7856. A bill to amend title VII of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 to require the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission to ap-
prove commencing, intervening in, or par-
ticipating in certain litigation, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Education
and Labor.

By Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN (for her-
self, Mr. KATKO, and Mr.
BUTTERFIELD):

H.R. 7857. A bill to amend title V of the
Public Health Service Act to reauthorize the
Minority Fellowship Program; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. WELCH:

H.R. 7858. A Dbill to establish a new Federal
body to provide reasonable oversight and
regulation of digital platforms; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Ways and
Means, and Small Business, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Ms. WILD (for
FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 7859. A bill to create a Council on
Emergency Response Protocols to ensure the
establishment of accessible, developmentally
appropriate, culturally aware, and trauma-
informed emergency response protocols in
public schools, early child care and edu-
cation settings, and institutions of higher
education, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Education and Labor.

herself and Mr.

By Ms. BASS (for herself, Mr. LAN-
GEVIN, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr. BACON,
Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. MULLIN, Ms.

BoNAMICI, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia,
Mr. Suo0zzi, Mr. TRONE, Ms. NORTON,
Mr. NADLER, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mrs.
AXNE, Ms. DEAN, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS
of Illinois, Mr. ESPAILLAT, and Mr.
MOORE of Utah):

H. Res. 1133. A resolution recognizing Na-
tional Foster Care Month as an opportunity
to raise awareness about the challenges of
children in the foster care system and en-
couraging Congress to implement policy to
improve the lives of children in, or at risk of
entering, the foster care system; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. BIGGS (for himself, Mr. GAETZ,
Mr. GOSAR, and Mr. FITZPATRICK):

H. Res. 1134. A resolution recognizing the
39th anniversary of National Missing Chil-
dren’s Day; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary, and in addition to the Committee on
Education and Labor, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. JOYCE of Ohio (for himself and
Mr. DONALDS):

H. Res. 1135. A resolution of inquiry re-
questing the President and directing the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security to transmit, re-
spectively, certain documents to the House
of Representatives relating to the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s Disinformation
Governance Board; to the Committee on
Homeland Security.

By Mrs. LESKO (for herself, Mr.
BANKS, Mrs. MILLER of Illinois, Mrs.
HARSHBARGER, Ms. TENNEY, Mrs.
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HARTZLER, Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. JACK-

SON, Mr. LAMALFA, Mrs. SPARTZ, Mr.

NORMAN, and Mr. MOORE of Alabama):

H. Res. 1136. A resolution establishing a

Women’s Bill of Rights to reaffirm legal pro-

tections afforded to women under Federal
law; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

——————

MEMORIALS

Under clause 3 of rule XII, memorials
were presented and referred as follows:

ML-172. The SPEAKER presented a memo-
rial of the Legislature of the State of Ari-
zona, relative to House Concurrent Memorial
No. 2008, Urging the United States Congress
to Allow the Participation of Romania in the
Visa Waiver Program; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

MIL-173. Also, a memorial of the House of
Representatives of the State of North Caro-
lina, relative to House Resolution No. 981,
Expressing Support for Ukraine as its People
Fight for Freedom and Urging the United
States Congress to Increase Domestic En-
ergy Production; jointly to the Committees
on Foreign Affairs and Energy and Com-
merce.

MIL-174. Also, a memorial of the Legisla-
ture of the State of Wisconsin, relative to
Senate Joint Resolution No. 90, recognizing
the importance of oil and natural gas pipe-
lines for Wisconsin and its economy; jointly
to the Committees on Energy and Com-
merce, Transportation and Infrastructure,
Natural Resources, and Foreign Affairs.

———

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mrs. NAPOLITANO:
H.R. 7832.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
clause 7 of section 8 of article I of the Con-
stitution
By Ms. SALAZAR:
H.R. 7833.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Artile I Section 8
By Mr. PALMER:
H.R. 7834.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8
By Ms. HERRELL:
H.R. 7835.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the U.S.
Constitution
[Page H3864]
By Mr. BLUMENAUER:
H.R. 7836.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Clause 3 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the
Constitution
By Mr. BROWN of Maryland:
H.R. 7837.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18
By Mr. BROWN of Maryland:
H.R. 7838.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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Necessary and Proper Clause (Art. 1, Sec. 8,
Cl. 18)

By Mr. BUCK:

H.R. 7839.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT:

H.R. 7840.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I; Section 8; Clause 1 of the Con-
stitution states The Congress shall have
Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Im-
posts and Excises, to pay the Debts and pro-
vide for the common Defence and general
Welfare of the United States . . .

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT:

H.R. 7841.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I; Section 8; Clause 1 of the Con-
stitution states The Congress shall have
Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Im-
posts and Excises, to pay the Debts and pro-
vide for the common Defence and general
Welfare of the United States . . .

By Mr. CASTEN:

H.R. 7842.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the
Constitution

By Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas:

H.R. 7843.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

By Mr. JACKSON:

H.R. 7844.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

By Ms. KELLY of Illinois:

H.R. 7845.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the
Constitution

By Mrs. LURIA:

H.R. 7846.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 of the Constitution

By Mr. MCNERNEY:

H.R. 7847.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States grants Congress the au-
thority to enact this bill.

By Mr. MOORE of Utah:

H.R. 7848.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 4 Section 3 Clause 2 and Article 1
Section 8 Clause 1

By Mr. MOULTON:

H.R. 7849.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. O'HALLERAN:

H.R. 7850.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 18, section 8 of article 1 of the Con-
stitution

By Mr. PFLUGER:

H.R. 7851.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United
Sates Constitution

By Mr. SCHIFF:

H.R. 7852.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. SMITH of Washington:

H.R. 7853.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8.

By Mr. SOTO:

H.R. 7854.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

By Ms. STEFANIK:

H.R. 7855.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. WALBERG:

H.R. 7856.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States

By Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN:

H.R. 7857.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: To make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United

States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.
By Mr. WELCH:
H.R. 7858.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: The Con-
gress shall have the Power To . . . make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United

States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.
By Ms. WILD:
H.R. 7859.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I Section VIII

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 72: Ms. CHENEY.

H.R. 161: Mr. PAYNE.

H.R. 259: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia and Mr.
VEASEY.

H.R. 288: Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas and
Mr. KUSTOFF.

H.R. 405: Mr. NADLER.

H.R. 419: Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mrs. SPARTZ,
and Mr. GOODEN of Texas.

H.R. 426: Mr. FLEISCHMANN and Mr.
TIMMONS.

H.R. 475: Mr. BOWMAN and Mr. DUNN.

H.R. 504: Mr. MOOLENAAR.

H.R. 705: Mr. JAcoBs of New York, Mrs.
MCCLAIN, Mr. BILIRAKIS, and Mr. CAREY.

. 792: Ms. DEAN.

. 909: Ms. DEAN.

. 911: Ms. DEAN.

. 1179: Mr. CLINE.

. 1282: Ms. ESCOBAR and Ms. PORTER.
. 1305: Ms. WATERS.

. 1348: Mrs. LEE of Nevada.

. 1352: Mr. HORSFORD.

. 1401: Ms. PRESSLEY.

.R. 1577: Mr. CARSON.

H.R. 1611: Mr. FLEISCHMANN and Mr. CAR-
SON.
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H.R. 1650: Mr. OWENS and Mr. ROSE.
H.R. 1745: Mr. HILL.
H.R. 1787: Mr. DONALDS.
H.R. 1800: Mr. ROGERS of Alabama,
WILD, Mr. NEGUSE, and Ms. DEAN.
.1901: Mr. CLYDE and Mr. LAMALFA.
. 2126: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.
. 2244: Ms. SLOTKIN.
. 2255: Mrs. BEATTY.
. 2256: Mr. EVANS and Mr. DOGGETT.
. 2339: Mr. BOWMAN.
. 2363: Mr. CARBAJAL.
H.R. 2376: Ms. DEAN.
H.R. 2447: Mr. RUTHERFORD and Mr.
TIMMONS.
H.R. 2759: Mr. COOPER.
H.R. 3015: Mr. CARSON and Ms. CLARKE of
New York.
H.R. 3079:
H.R. 3165:
H.R. 3312:
H.R. 3514:
H.R. 3541:
H.R. 3549:

Ms.

Mr. HILL.
Ms. DEGETTE.
Ms. WATERS.
Mr. RUSH.
Mr. GONZALEZ of Ohio.
Ms. DEAN.
H.R. 3572: Ms. BONAMICI.
H.R. 3962: Ms. PORTER.
H.R. 4193: Ms. BASS, Mr. GOODEN of Texas,
and Mr. LIEU.
H.R. 4390: Mr. QUIGLEY.
H.R. 4436: Mr. SWALWELL.
H.R. 4553: Mr. TRONE.
H.R. 4647: Mr. TRONE.
H.R. 4759: Mr. GOTTHEIMER and Ms. KELLY
of Illinois.
H.R. 4810:
H.R. 4853:
H.R. 4942:
H.R. 5041:
H.R. 5227:
H.R. 5232:
H.R. 5407:
H.R. 5536:

Mr. BERGMAN.
Mr. SARBANES.
Mr. DESAULNIER.
Mr. GOTTHEIMER.
Mr. LAWSON of Florida.
Mr. COLE.
Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK.
Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota.
H.R. 5581: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN.
H.R. 5769: Mrs. KIRKPATRICK.
H.R. 5801: Mr. EVANS and Mr. DESAULNIER.
H.R. 5984: Ms. SCHRIER, Mr. JONES, and Ms.
STANSBURY.
H.R. 6094: Mr. MOULTON and Ms. WILD.
H.R. 6100: Ms. NEWMAN, Mr. AGUILAR, and
Mr. SCHWEIKERT.
H.R. 6181: Mr. NEGUSE.
H.R. 6394: Mr. SESSIONS.
H.R. 6411: Mr. KILMER.
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H.R. 6569: Mr. CICILLINE.

H.R. 6613: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas.

H.R. 6636: Mr. BILIRAKIS.

H.R. 6661: Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Mr. KHANNA,
Mr. CALVERT, Mr. ISSA, Ms. WATERS, Ms.
MATSUI, Mr. HARDER of California, and Mr.
GOMEZ.

H.R. 6707: Mr. COSTA.

H.R. 6898: Mr. DEFAZIO, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
and Mr. ALLRED.

H.R. 6913: Mr. OWENS.

H.R. 6934: Mr. AGUILAR.

H.R. 6969: Mr. JACOBS of New York.

H.R. 7018: Ms. DEAN.

H.R. 7048: Ms. SPEIER, Mr. FITZPATRICK,
and Mr. AMODEI.

H.R. 7078: Ms. ROSS.

H.R. 7166: Mr. TRONE.

H.R. 7213: Mr. O'HALLERAN and Mr. COOPER.

H.R. 7249: Mr. KHANNA.

H.R. 7255: Ms. DEGETTE.

H.R. 7290: Ms. TITUS.

H.R. 7365: Ms. LETLOW.

H.R. 7431: Mr. KAHELE and Ms. STRICKLAND.

H.R. 7467: Mr. BROWN of Maryland.

H.R. 7477: Mr. WELCH.

H.R. 7627: Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms. TITUS, Ms.
ROSS, and Mr. GRIJALVA.

H.R. 7632: Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. MCNERNEY,
and Mr. GARCIA of Illinois.

H.R. 7641: Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas and Mr.
CURTIS.

H.R. 7677: Ms. TITUS.

H.R. 7690: Mr. ELLZEY and Mr. BABIN.

H.R. 7696: Mr. RASKIN.

H.R. 7703: Mr. CONNOLLY.

H.R. 7738: Mr. FITZPATRICK and Mr. COLE.

H.R. 7760: Mr. BUCSHON, Mr. JACKSON, Mr.
JOYCE of Pennsylvania, and Mrs. MILLER-
MEEKS.

H.R. 7765: Ms. KUSTER.

H.R. 7773: Mr. GARAMENDI and Ms. WILD.

H.R. 7775: Mr. BROWN of Maryland, Ms.
WIiILD, Mr. CONNOLLY, and Mr. HIGGINS of New
York.

H.R. 7779: Mr. BUCK.

H.R. 7830: Mrs. CAMMACK, Mr. GRIFFITH,
Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. LONG, Mr. MCKINLEY, Mr.
GUTHRIE, Ms. SALAZAR, Mr. BUCSHON, Mr.
WALBERG, Mr. LATTA, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Ms.
TENNEY, Mr. PFLUGER, Mr. WEBSTER of Flor-
ida, Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mr.
ALLEN, Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr.
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JOYCE of Ohio, Mr. BURGESS, Mr. SMITH of
Nebraska, Mr. HUDSON, Mrs. WAGNER, Mrs.
WALORSKI, and Mr. CARTER of Georgia.

H.J. Res. 53: Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. PERL-
MUTTER, and Mr. DELGADO.

H. Con. Res. 90: Mr. MALINOWSKI.

H. Res. 100: Mrs. BEATTY.

H. Res. 366: Mrs. HINSON and Ms. DEAN.

H. Res. 1068: Mr. KHANNA and Ms. LOFGREN.
H. Res. 1082: Mr. GROTHMAN.

H. Res. 1111: Mr. HUDSON, Mrs. HARTZLER,

and Mr. ELLZEY.
H. Res. 1114: Mr. ROSE.
H. Res. 1128: Ms. NORTON and Mr. PHILLIPS.
H. Res. 1129: Mr. BEYER, Ms. TITUS, and Mr.
JONES.
H. Res. 1131: Mr. MOORE of Alabama.

PETITIONS, ETC.

Under clause 3 of rule XII, petitions
and papers were laid on the clerk’s
desk and referred as follows:

PT-115. The SPEAKER presented a petition
of the House of Representatives of the
Commonweath of Puerto Rico, relative to
the first partial report on House Resolution
No. 446, requesting the approval thereof; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

PT-116. Also, a petition of GFWC California
Federation of Women’s Clubs, relative to a
resolution urging the President of the United
States, the United States Senate, and the
United States House of Representatives to
provide relief that the United States Postal
Service Needs to Stay in Business by Passing
H.R. 2382 of the 116th Congress, USPS Fair-
ness Act and Approving Funding to Ensure
Their Financial Solvency; to the Committee
on Oversight and Reform.

PT-117. Also, a petition of Legislative Re-
search Commission of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky, relative to House Concurrent Res-
olution No. 12, urging the Congress of the
United States to protect consumers and
their financial institutions from harmful and
intrusive Internal Revenue Service bank ac-
count reporting requirements; jointly to the
Committees on Financial Services and Ways
and Means.
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The Senate met at 10 a.m., on the ex-
piration of the recess, and was called to
order by the Honorable TINA SMITH, a
Senator from the State of Minnesota.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, who stretched the ho-
rizon across the ocean, You know we
have no power in ourselves. Without
You, we cannot prevail.

Remind us of the wisdom of Psalms
127:1, which states:

Unless the Lord builds a house, the work of
the builders is wasted. Unless the Lord pro-
tects a city, guarding it with sentries will do
no good.

Today, work through our lawmakers
to build an edifice for freedom that will
endure. Lord, inspire them to enact
laws that will please You. Use our Sen-
ators to produce a harvest of righteous-
ness that exalts our Nation. And, Lord,
bless Ukraine.

We pray in Your awesome Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

Senate

(Legislative day of Tuesday, May 17, 2022)

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, May 19, 2022.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable TINA SMITH, a Senator
from the State of Minnesota, to perform the
duties of the Chair.

PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Ms. SMITH thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.
————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ADDITIONAL UKRAINE SUPPLE-
MENTAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2022—Resumed

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
H.R. 7691, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 7691) making emergency sup-
plemental appropriations for assistance for
the situation in Ukraine for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2022, and for other pur-
poses.

Pending:

Schumer amendment No. 5035, to add an ef-
fective date.

Schumer amendment No. 5036 (to amend-
ment No. 5035), to modify the effective date.

Schumer motion to commit the bill to the
Committee on Appropriations, with instruc-
tions, Schumer amendment No. 5037, to add
an effective date.

Schumer amendment No. 5038 (to (the in-
structions) amendment No. 5037), to modify
the effective date.

Schumer amendment No. 5039 (to amend-
ment No. 5038), to modify the effective date.
RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

H.R. 7691

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,

today the Senate will approve more le-

thal assistance for Ukraine, and it is
going to be a big bipartisan landslide.

As a matter of moral principle, the
United States is proud to support a
sovereign democracy’s self-defense. In-
nocent Ukrainians have been subjected
to wanton cruelty. But aid for Ukraine
goes far beyond charity. The future of
America’s security and core strategic
interests will be shaped by the outcome
of this fight.

Anyone concerned about the cost of
supporting a Ukrainian victory should
consider the much larger costs should
Ukraine lose. In Europe, close allies
and trading relationships would sud-
denly be hundreds of miles closer to
the territory of an aggressive,
emboldened autocrat. Our own security
requirements on the continent would
grow substantially.

And adversaries on the other side of
the world would be tempted to follow
Russia’s lead. Communist China has al-
ready been stepping up its saber-rat-
tling toward the free people of Taiwan:
more tough talk, more airspace incur-
sions, more evidence of their utter dis-
regard for the rule of law.

Our friends in the Pacific see this
connection very clearly. As Japan’s
Prime Minister put it, “We must show
that there are consequences’’—con-
sequences—‘‘to violence by Russia.
Ukraine may be East Asia tomorrow.”

Many of us are convinced that China
is our most significant strategic chal-
lenge. Successful, long-term competi-
tion with the PRC will require having
European partners firmly on our side.
We will sorely need the trust and the
relationships that abandoning Ukraine
would exhaust. Turning our backs on
Ukraine would harm our goals in Asia,
not advance them.

So I will be a proud vote for Amer-
ica’s national interest and vote to ap-
prove this badly needed assistance
today. I encourage every Senator on
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both sides to join this bipartisan super-
majority. The most expensive and pain-
ful thing America could possibly do in
the long run would be to stop investing
in sovereignty, stability, and deter-
rence before it is too late.

NATO

Madam President, now on a related
matter, last weekend, I was honored to
meet with the leaders of Sweden and
Finland in their capitals and discuss
their pursuit of membership in NATO.
Senators COLLINS, CORNYN, BARRASSO,
and I visited Stockholm and Helsinki
just as their elected governments were
preparing to take the historic step of
applying for NATO membership.

It will be a further honor to cohost
our friends President Niinisto and
Prime Minister Andersson here in the
Capitol later today.

For 73 years, NATO’s collective
strength has preserved peace in Europe
and security for the United States and
for Canada. Even from outside NATO’s
membership roster, Sweden and Fin-
land have long been two of our most
capable and reliable partners. Each has
invested seriously in the sort of mod-
ern weapons systems that can operate
seamlessly alongside our own.

While clearly part of the West, these
countries have until now preferred a
nonaligned posture. But Putin’s ag-
gression has changed everything. It is
crystal clear which alliance supports
basic international principles like sov-
ereignty, stability, and human rights
and which wannabe empires do not.

Europe is rightly recognizing that
even if Putin is stopped in Ukraine, he
will remain dangerous. He will learn
lessons and adapt. More importantly,
President Xi will learn lessons as well.

All our allies should take a hard look
at their military requirements and in-
vest in modernization. The accession of
Sweden and Finland would be a strong
step in that direction. Finland recently
agreed to buy 64 F-35 fighter planes.
They already commit 2 percent of their
GDP to defense, and Sweden is on pace
to reach that target very soon. These
nations are setting an example which
current treaty allies would do well to
follow.

So I will be proud to continue ampli-
fying their case for accession however 1
can, beginning with the meeting the
Democratic leader and I will host later
today.

INFLATION

Madam President, now on one final
matter, today, the average price that
American families pay for regular un-
leaded set an alltime high for the 10th
day in a row—10 straight days of rec-
ordbreaking gas prices.

Getting to work, running errands,
driving to church, visiting loved ones,
hitting the highway for a modest fam-
ily vacation—all of it costs 88 percent
more at the pump today than it cost
when President Biden put his hand on
the Bible last year. And it is not even
Memorial Day yet. The unofficial sum-
mer driving season hasn’t even begun.

To be clear, this is not just Putin’s
price hike. The year 2021 saw the big-
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gest 1-year gas price increase in three
decades, and that was actually before
Russia’s escalation in Ukraine. Farm-
ers and ranchers, truckers, and small
business owners are struggling to keep
their tractors, 18-wheelers, and other
work vehicles full of diesel.

So in addition to having to fill up
their own tanks, working families are
paying for high fuel prices again at the
checkout counter. One constituent in
Johnson County in my State wrote to
my office to lament that ‘“‘rapidly in-
creasing gas prices are making it dif-
ficult for everyday people like me to
make ends meet.” He said he is facing
“‘rising costs’ but ‘‘stagnant wages.”

Another, in Ashland, described driv-
ing past a gas station on his way to
work and seeing that prices had hit
$4.25 a gallon. He said he is “fortunate
to be able to pay those prices’ but wor-
ried ‘‘others would have to start giving
up other things just to put gas in their
car.”

A third, in Brandenburg, was dis-
mayed that the Biden administration
decided to kill energy lease sales while
gas prices are raging. He noted how
“‘the timing and nature of this decision
display a disturbing disregard’ for the
situation facing American families.

Since day one, from canceling Key-
stone XL to freezing leases for new ex-
ploration, President Biden himself has
put American energy independence on
the chopping block.

But while Americans suffer, the far
left just digs in deeper. Just yesterday,
for example, Secretary Granholm said
the ‘‘volatility in prices” was just
more reason to ‘‘accelerate’ the sup-
posedly green energy transition that
Democrats have tried to force on the
country, literally, for years.

Forget that their preferred energy
sources aren’t yet reliable or cost-ef-
fective. Forget that they would just be
exchanging one Kkind of foreign depend-
ence for new kinds of foreign depend-
ence on Russian critical minerals and
Chinese supply chains for solar panels
and batteries. Democrats’ proposals
fall embarrassingly short.

I understand the House is wasting its
time to pretend inflation is all the
fault of evil corporate profiteers—evil
corporate profiteers. I guess the profit
motive hadn’t been invented yet in 2019
when Republicans had unemployment
low and inflation low at the very same
time.

The liberal economist, Larry Sum-
mers, calls the House Democrats’ bill—
listen to this—‘‘dangerous nonsense.’”’
“Dangerous nonsense.”” Bill Clinton’s
Secretary of the Treasury.

Jason Furman, another senior Obama
adviser, has said the far-left claims
about so-called ‘‘greed-flation’ are, in
fact, ‘‘unequivocally wrong and con-
fused.” Both Summers and Furman
were part of the Obama administra-
tion.

The Biden administration has also
drained our Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve to its lowest levels since 1987 in a
frantic effort to lower prices. Predict-
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ably, this gimmick failed, and now we
are much less prepared for a possible
future crisis.

You will recall that Senate Demo-
crats gleefully blocked Republicans
from refilling the Strategic Reserve to
the top back in 2020 when oil was at
rock-bottom prices. We tried to do
that. These guys blocked it. We could
have filled the Reserve to the top when
crude was on a clearance sale, but
Democrats blocked it and bragged
about blocking it.

Washington Democrats keep finding
new ways to fundamentally misunder-
stand America’s energy needs.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

TRIBUTE TO BRAD MIDDLETON

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, it
was over a half century ago that Sen-
ator Robert Kennedy delivered one of
the most important speeches of his life.
It wasn’t in the Capitol. It wasn’t even
in the United States. It was in South
Africa during the darkest days of
apartheid.

Senator Kennedy traveled to the Uni-
versity of Cape Town for the school’s
Day of Affirmation, a day to celebrate
liberty and inclusivity. He told the stu-
dents at that school that they had the
power to change the world. He said:

Each time a man stands up for an ideal, or
acts improve the lot for others, or strikes
out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny
ripple of hope, and crossing each other from
a million different centers of energy and dar-
ing those ripples build a current which can
sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression
and resistance.

For the past 15 years, I have had as a
member of my staff a man who knows
a great deal about ripples of hope. His
name is Brad Middleton. This week, he
is moving on, leaving my office, sadly.

Over the years, Brad has worn many
hats. For the last few years, he has
been my top adviser on education. In
that role, he has been my invaluable
right hand in efforts to hold predatory
for-profit colleges accountable.

He has done a phenomenal amount of
work in making college affordable for
millions of students, recently with the
Affordable College Textbook Act. Soon,
he is going to be taking his talents to
President Biden’s Department of Edu-
cation, where he will continue his ad-
vocacy for students and their families.
He will be a Senior Advisor for Strat-
egy for the Department to investigate
bad actors that cheat students, their
families, and the taxpayers. It is quite
the accomplishment for a rock star
from Rock Falls, but I know Brad is
going to handle it well.

He joined my office in 2006, a fresh-
faced intern in Springfield. In the years
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since, he has gone from answering the
phones in our front office to counseling
me on a wide range of serious policy
questions. Before becoming my point
person on education, he worked on my
foreign policy team, and he helped pass
the International Protecting Girls by
Preventing Child Marriage Act. And he
worked on the Judiciary team as well.

Every step of the way, Brad’s been
guided by faith, a passion for public
service, and an unshakeable devotion
to the people of my State. Brad comes
from a long line of proud Illinoisans
and public servants. His dad Jay is a
corn seed salesman like his father be-
fore him. His mom Lori was a State
court reporter who retired last August
after 40 years of service to Lee County.
Lori’s commitment to public service
made a mark on Brad. From the mo-
ment he could walk and talk, Brad ex-
pressed a desire to get involved and to
serve.

His journey into politics started very
young, in the first grade, when he was
elected class president. Brad took his
job very seriously, and he kept his ear
to the ground on the issues facing the
first grade in his day. While his friends
were watching cartoons, Brad was sit-
ting on the couch with his parents
watching the news on the Gulf war and
the election of President Clinton. That
was the first Middleton administration.

The second Middleton administration
was inaugurated in the halls of the fa-
mous school Knox College. As student
senate president, Brad banned plastic
trays from the dining hall, a defining
policy in his sustainability platform
even in those days.

Brad is remembered so fondly on the
Knox College campus. Several years
ago, I was invited to deliver the com-
mencement address there, and I arrived
with Brad accompanying me. When I
arrived, it was clear that they were
happy to see me; they were excited to
see Brad.

Illinois has no stronger champion
than Brad Middleton. Let me give you
one example. About 10 years ago, Brad
left Washington, at my request, to
open up our new Rock Island, IL, of-
fice, about an hour west of his home-
town Rock Falls. Brad took it upon
himself to make sure the community
that raised him had the best represen-
tation in Washington. He always took
it personally to deliver for the people
of Illinois.

For a while, it was just Brad leading
the show in the Quad Cities as a solo
act, with little more than a clipboard,
folding chair, and a determination to
get the office open and running. Now
that office is a linchpin in our efforts
to serve the people in the State and un-
tangle the redtape of government.

It is one of the many ‘‘tiny ripples of
hope” that Brad has sent forth over the
years.

Here is one more. Back when Brad
worked with my foreign policy team,
he personally led the effort to award
the Congressional Gold Medal to Dr.
Muhammad Yunus, a Bangladeshi
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economist and personal friend of mine
who pioneered the concept of micro-
lending. He was awarded the 2006 Nobel
Peace Prize and is known as the ‘‘bank-
er to the poor.”

Leading up to the vote, the walls in
Brad’s office were covered in sticky
notes, each one listing the name of a
lawmaker who had yet to voice support
for Dr. Yunus’s medal. Brad meticu-
lously reached out to staff of every one
of those lawmakers. One by one, he
won their support, and the bill passed
both Chambers of Congress. Thanks to
Brad, Dr. Yunus became the first Mus-
lim to receive the Congressional Gold
Medal.

Brad, from every Christmas tree you
have carried into my office for the hol-
iday season to every college student
you helped find financial help, you
have been an indispensable part of my
team. You created those ripples of hope
that continue to touch lives for years
to come.

I hope you get well-deserved time off
in the cabin in the Shenandoah area
with your girlfriend Claire, your broth-
er Ben, who also serves his community
as a police officer in East Peoria, your
sister-in-law Katie, and little Theodore
and Rorie, your niece and nephew.

Be sure to kick back with the appro-
priate refreshment and a plate of pip-
ing hot fish because your next mission
in public service begins immediately.

I am confident you will do well.
Thank you to all you have given me
and the people in my State.

NATO

Madam President, I had a visit yes-
terday from a group of parliamentar-
ians from Lithuania.

Lithuania has a special place in my
heart. It is where my mother was born,
and I have been fortunate enough to
visit there several times over the last
40 years. I saw Lithuania in its darkest
days as part of the Soviet Union, and I
watched their heroic struggle against
the odds to win independence from the
Soviet Union.

I have been there to see a free gov-
ernment installed again and to watch
this amazing little country grow into a
powerhouse, not just economically but
culturally and spiritually. I say that
because I believe that, time and again,
Lithuania has stepped up to the inter-
national challenge.

It was my honor to work to bring
NATO alliance status to the Baltics
and certainly to Lithuania. It has
made all the difference in the world.
When I think of Vladimir Putin’s
unprovoked attacks on Ukraine, I can’t
help but believe that the Baltics would
have fallen to Putin and his aggression
long ago if he had his way. What held
him back was not just the courage of
the people who live there but the fact
that they had many friends willing to
stand behind them—members of the EU
and certainly members of the NATO al-
liance.

Lithuania has taken their role in the
alliance so seriously. They have
pledged soldiers and military support,

S2601

time and again, when the NATO alli-
ances picked a targeted strategy. They
are always part of the answer and glad
to be.

They have dedicated 2.5 percent on
their annual budget to the military. I
believe they rank third in the NATO
ranks in percentage of budget that
they are dedicating to the defense of
the country. They may be small, but
they are mighty.

Yesterday, the group who came to
see me, led by the new Lithuania Am-
bassador, Audra Plepyte, including
Lukas Savickas, deputy chairman of
the Committee for the Future; Vydas

Gedvilas, Deputy Speaker of Par-
liament; and Mr. Zygimantas
Pavilionis, deputy chairman of the

Committee on European Affairs.

We talked about the current situa-
tion in Ukraine. They feel it person-
ally, but they also feel personally the
aggression of Vladimir Putin. Not far
from Lithuania is a part of Russia to
the west of Lithuania known as
Kaliningrad. Kaliningrad is a military
fortress established by the Russians on
the doorstep of Lithuania and Poland.
It is a source of growing concern be-
cause of the armaments which we be-
lieve were placed there as a threat to
the region.

That is why NATO has made special
plans for the Baltics to reinforce a
commitment—a commitment which in-
cludes German troops who are now
helping out in Lithuania, Canadian
troops in Latvia, and British troops in
Estonia. That sort of commitment is
one that needs to be reinforced.

I am going to ask that our govern-
ment consider strengthening that com-
mitment in the future or working on
the details now. But the Baltics are a
critical element in the region, not only
in our friendship and our alliance but
in the future.

I support the accession of Finland
and Sweden to NATO. I hope that is
agreed on at the NATO summit in Ma-
drid in just a few weeks.

I believe that will help the Baltics as
well to have that solid neighbor in Fin-
land as part of the NATO alliance. It is
interesting to note that what has hap-
pened since the invasion of Ukraine is
exactly the opposite of what Vladimir
Putin expected.

He thought Ukraine would be a push-
over. It is far from that. The courage
and bravery and resilience of those
Ukrainian people have fought back the
mighty Russian military machine time
and time again. They were no pushover
and they never will be, and the day will
come when they have their peace and
sovereignty restored from this aggres-
sion.

Secondly, I am sure Putin thought
when this was all over, his dream of re-
storing the Russian empire would mean
that they would be stronger than ever,
but daily reports tell that the sanc-
tions are taking their toll on the econ-
omy of Russia, and not just in the
short term.

I was in Moscow. I remember the
early days and the arrival of the first
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McDonald’s restaurant. It was in So-
viet times, and it was an amazing
event to think that this western cor-
poration would locate a restaurant in
Moscow in the middle of the Soviet
Union, and they did.

I can remember the dreary, dark-
gray scenes in Moscow interrupted and
punctuated by those golden arches as a
reminder that the West was going to
show to the people of Moscow what was
available under a free economic policy
in a free society.

Sadly now, the McDonald’s Corpora-
tion has made the right decision to pull
out of Russia. Hundreds of restaurants
will be closed as a result of it. It is an
indication to the people of Russia that
they have to make a choice about their
future, do they want to go down the
dark and perilous road with Vladimir
Putin, or do they want to emerge as a
21st Century free country that is in-
spired by democracy and not by
authoritarianism?

I thank my friends in Lithuania who
time and again have stood by us, and
we by them, and make sure that they
continue to, whether it is making cer-
tain that the legitimate Presidential
candidates in Belarus have safety and
refuge in their country or making cer-
tain that they speak up for human
rights in places around the world where
others fear to tread.

They have done that time and again,
and they will continue to. I am looking
forward to returning to that country
soon. I have been there many times,
and I hope to be back soon.

Just this weekend, Sweden and Fin-
land declared their intention to apply
for rapid NATO membership. Who can
blame them? At the Munich con-
ference, I spoke with Finnish President
Sauli Niinisto—what an amazing per-
son. He enjoys an 80 or 90 percent ap-
proval rating, a dream of every politi-
cian, and they are talking about
waiving the constitutional limitation
on terms in office so he can serve an-
other term.

He was an appellate lawyer, which
doesn’t sound like a very exciting lot
in life, but when he became President,
he really understood the people of Fin-
land and has led them with wisdom and
thoughtful leadership.

He has attempted to maintain a con-
structive relationship with Putin. If
you read the history of Finland, you
can understand how they managed to
stay somewhat neutral during the Cold
War when many countries couldn’t
even imagine that possibility, and, de-
spite their proximity to the Soviet
Union, they managed to pull it off.
Their relationship with Putin, though,
has been shaken, if not destroyed,
when Putin decided to invade Ukraine.
The Finnish President Niinisto said
when he spoke to Putin on the tele-
phone that he should ‘‘look in the mir-
ror’’—those were his exact words—if he
wanted to know why Finland was now
considering membership with the
NATO alliance.

A few months ago when I spoke to
former Lithuanian President Valdas
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Adamkus, about his historic efforts to
bring Lithuania into NATO in 2004, he
talked to me about the courage it took
for him and for President Vytautas
Landsbergis—who I guess was the
originator of the Sajudis movement
that made such a difference in the pur-
suit of freedom and democracy in Lith-
uania. They knew the importance, both
of them, Landsbergis and Adamkus, in
solidly building their nation in that de-
fensive alliance and never again run-
ning the risk that they would lose ev-
erything overnight to the onslaught of
Soviet and Russian aggression.

Is it any wonder that these small but
mighty Baltic States are some of the
most vocal in defending democracy in
Ukraine? They have lived it. They have
been under the shadow of Russia and
the Soviet Union for so many years and
now finally stand proudly with their
own sovereignty and their own human
rights’ record.

So I applaud Sweden and Finland’s
decision and hope we can approve their
entry into NATO with haste.

H.R. 7691

Mr. President, here in the Senate we
have another immediate need as well:
to pass this supplemental funding
package for Ukraine. It is embar-
rassing to say that we had to wait a
full calendar week in the midst of a
bloody war where innocent people are
dying and a nation has been driven and
reduced to rubble to sit here for a po-
litical purpose and wait for this week
for the approval of U.S. aid to Ukraine.
It should have happened immediately
last week. No excuses.

I applaud the House of Representa-
tives for taking quick and decisive ac-
tion. This bill shouldn’t be delayed in
the Senate any longer. It is time for us
to stand up once and for all and make
it clear we are standing by Ukraine and
the defense of democracy.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MUR-
PHY). The Senator from South Dakota.
ELLSWORTH AIR FORCE BASE

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, this Sat-
urday will be Armed Forces Day, a day
set aside to honor the members of the
U.S. military.

I first came to know the military
through my dad Harold, a fighter pilot
who flew Hellcats off of the deck of the
USS Intrepid during World War II.
From him, I learned the patriotism and
selflessness and humility that charac-
terized the ‘‘greatest generation” and
that continue to characterize our mili-
tary members today.

As a Member of Congress, I have
come to know our military through the
men and women of the South Dakota
Army and Air National Guard and
through the airmen of Ellsworth Air
Force Base.

As I have said before, I may be bi-
ased, but I am convinced that South
Dakota has the most outstanding
Guard troops in the entire Nation. As
usual, they have been busy over the
past year.

On Saturday, the National Guard
welcomed home guardsmen from a de-
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ployment in Djibouti, where our Guard
has had a heavy rotation to support op-
erations in the Horn of Africa, and hon-
ored Guard members who were headed
to deployment in Europe. Guard mem-
bers helped with the response to last
week’s severe storms in South Dakota.
They deployed to the border to rein-
force an overstretched Border Patrol.
They deployed to Guantanamo Bay.
The 114th Fighter Wing at Joe Foss
Field completed a Noble Eagle deploy-
ment across the country to hone their
alert mission. Just a few weeks ago, 30
National Guard members traveled to
Suriname, where they trained military
personnel and provided support to local
communities. And the list goes on.

South Dakota National Guard mem-
bers play an essential role in military
and humanitarian operations both here
at home and abroad, and I am tremen-
dously grateful for their service.

My acquaintance with Ellsworth Air
Force Base began during my time in
the House of Representatives, but I
really got to know the base shortly
after I became a Senator.

Just a few months into my first term
in the Senate, Ellsworth found itself
targeted for closure by the 2005 Base
Realignment and Closure Commission,
and the South Dakota congressional
delegation and State and community
leaders immediately mobilized to de-
fend the base. I am pretty sure I at-
tended every single BRAC hearing in
DC that summer, whether Ellsworth
was on the agenda or not. I just wanted
to make sure that I was there in case
the chance to advocate for Ellsworth
arose.

Many thought that South Dakota
might not have the clout to make this
stand, that we didn’t wield enough in-
fluence. We were only given about 12
percent odds of pulling through. But we
were determined that we weren’t going
to lose Ellsworth, and in August, we
succeeded in having Ellsworth removed
from the closure list.

But we didn’t stop there. We got
right to work on building up the base
so that we would never again find our-
selves in the same position. In 2007, we
saw the Air Force Financial Services
Center open at Ellsworth, and 2011 saw
the arrival of the 89th Attack Squad-
ron and its command and control sta-
tions for MQ-9 Reapers.

In 2015, a decades-long effort paid off
with the expansion of the training air-
space for the base. The Powder River
Training Complex is now the largest
training airspace in the continental
United States. It is undoubtedly partly
thanks to this airspace that Ellsworth
received the news last June that we
had officially been named Main Oper-
ating Base 1 for the future B-21 bomb-
er—‘‘Home of the Raider.”

This designation not only means that
Ellsworth will be the first base to host
the B-21 Raider but that it will also
host the formal training unit and the
first operational squadron. Once oper-
ational, the B-21 Raider will be a crit-
ical part of our Nation’s long-range
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strike capabilities and nuclear deter-
rent well into the future.

I am incredibly proud South Dakota
and Ellsworth were chosen to serve as
the first base for the B-21s. My focus
now is on ensuring that Ellsworth gets
everything it needs for that new mis-
sion so that it can continue to serve as
one of our Nation’s most essential mili-
tary assets for decades to come.

To that end, I worked to ensure that
last year’s National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act contained not only full fund-
ing for B-21 development but full fund-
ing for the first of many equipment
support facilities that will be needed
for the B-21 mission at Ellsworth, in-
cluding a low observable coating res-
toration facility, a wash rack and
maintenance hangar, an expanded
flight simulator facility, and more.
Ellsworth is well on its way to becom-
ing ‘‘Raider Country.”

There is more new construction on
the way. Currently, I am working to
secure additional funding for the low
observable coating restoration facility
as well as funding for two additional
construction projects—a weapons gen-
eration facility and a radio frequency
facility. Both will be needed to ensure
that Ellsworth is able to fully conduct
the nuclear and stealth B-21 missions.

I am also working to ensure that the
Air Force is able to invest in un-
manned systems to complement the
mission of the B-21. And I continue to
work to enhance the Powder River
Training Complex.

I intend to introduce a measure for
this year’s National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act to establish a pilot program
that would develop ‘‘dynamic air-
space,”” the more efficient scheduling
of airspace and airspace boundaries
that evolve as exercises or other flights
progress.

I believe dynamic airspace will better
enable the Pentagon to meet training
requirements for fifth-generation air-
craft like the B-21, which need larger
volumes of airspace to accommodate
longer engagement distances. However,
dynamic airspace should benefit all
users of the National Airspace System,
from commercial planes and general
aviation to unmanned aircraft systems
and space launches.

I look forward to working with the
leaders of the Armed Services and
Commerce Committees to advance this
proposal.

I am also focused on ensuring that
Ellsworth has the resources it needs to
take care of our military families, par-
ticularly as more families move into
the area with the impending arrival of
the B-21 mission. That includes mak-
ing sure that ample housing is avail-
able and that Douglas School District
is able to support Air Force members’
children and provide sufficient class-
room space.

These are critical—critical-—quality-
of-life issues for our military men and
women, matters that heavily influence
whether they want to stay in the serv-
ice or move to the private sector,
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where many of their skills are in high
demand.

I am committed to ensuring that our
military families are able to thrive at
Ellsworth.

Finally, as always, I continue to
focus on making sure that our B-1s
have the resources they need. We still
have a ways to go before our B-1s are
fully replaced by the B-21, and I am
committed to ensuring that our B-1s
remain a responsive and lethal compo-
nent of Global Strike Command until
their mission is over.

On Armed Forces Day and every day,
I am more grateful than I can say for
our Ellsworth airmen, our South Da-
kota Army and Air National Guard,
and all the men and women of the U.S.
military. It is because of them that we
live in peace and safety, and the free-
dom we enjoy is secured by their sac-
rifice.

May God bless all our military men
and women and keep them safe as they
stand on watch for us.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BOOKER). The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

H.R. 7691

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, in just a
few moments, the Senate is going to
pass H.R. 7691. It is an emergency sup-
plemental to provide funding to
Ukraine and to stem the global hunger
crisis exacerbated by Vladimir Putin’s
unprovoked war.

It is something, of course, that has
been followed very closely in the Sen-
ate Appropriations Committee, and I
am strongly in favor of this bill as
chair of that committee. It is a shame
that, because of the actions of one Sen-
ator, we could not pass this urgently
needed bill, which is going to receive
overwhelming bipartisan support, last
week. To confront Vladimir Putin on
the global stage, we have to stand
united.

Later tonight, I am going to be lead-
ing a delegation to Brussels. Tomor-
row, we will receive an update from
NATO Secretary General Stoltenberg
on Ukraine and why the new resources
provided in this bill are urgently need-
ed. It will be a bipartisan delegation I
am leading, and I am going to be proud
to tell the NATO Secretary General
that we came together in the U.S. Sen-
ate and the House to pass this appro-
priation.

The bill provides $40.1 billion in crit-
ical military and humanitarian assist-
ance for UKkraine to help defend
Ukraine’s sovereignty and democracy
abroad and address the rising global
hunger crisis. This includes $8.5 billion
in additional Presidential drawdown
authority for critical weapons trans-
fers, $8.5 billion for the Economic Sup-
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port Fund to respond to emerging
needs in Ukraine, and over $5 billion
for global food aid, for which the dis-
tinguished Presiding Officer has argued
for some time.

As chair of the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee and, proudly, as
President pro tempore of this body, I
strongly support its passage.

With that said, it is frustrating once
again that we have failed to provide
the needed funding to address the ongo-
ing COVID pandemic. Public health ex-
perts warn us every day that the virus
is not done with us; a new wave of
cases is expected to crash over our
country in the fall. For months, the ad-
ministration has warned that we do not
have the necessary vaccines, thera-
peutics, tests, and other resources to
stay ahead of this virus.

Today, countries around the world
are already placing orders for the next
generation of vaccines, and they are
going to be better suited to the
variants we face now but also to the
variants we will face in the future. The
United States is not one of those coun-
tries, and without the necessary re-
sources, we are going to fall farther
back in line, and more Americans will
die needlessly. We will also run out of
needed funds for testing and thera-
peutics before the next wave.

After more than 2 years and 1 million
American lives lost to this disease,
time and again, we have been caught
flatfooted because we have refused to
prepare for the worst. As chairman of
the Senate Appropriations Committee,
I will continue to fight for these ur-
gently needed resources in the coming
weeks, and I hope both Republicans
and Democrats will join me on that.

It is for the good of the American
people, the people we represent. If you
get COVID and are hospitalized or get
one of the variants and face possible
death, nobody cares whether you are a
Republican or a Democrat; you are an
American, and we should be doing what
we can to protect you.

The people of Ukraine and the mil-
lions facing acute food insecurity re-
quire the funds in this bill today. I
strongly urge the Senate to pass it
without further delay.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The majority leader is recognized.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the vote be delayed
for a little bit—10 minutes—so I can
give my opening remarks and so the
Senator from Hawaii and I can do a
quick UC.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
an objection?
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Without objection, it is so ordered.
H.R. 7691

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, today,
the U.S. Senate will keep its promise
to stand with the people of Ukraine. In
a few moments, we will begin voting to
finally pass $40 billion in military, eco-
nomic, and humanitarian aid that
President Biden has called on Congress
to approve. This is a large package, and
it will meet the large needs of the
Ukrainian people as they fight for their
survival.

As President Zelenskyy has said, the
Ukrainians are caught up in a fight for
democracy—the very democracy we
love—itself. It is a fight we should not
and cannot turn away from.

By passing this emergency aid, the
Senate can now say to the Ukrainian
people: Help is on the way—real help,
significant help, help that could make
sure that the Ukrainians are vic-
torious.

Help is on the way in the form of
Javelins and Stingers and howitzers
and other tools that are critical for
victory on the battlefield.

Help is on the way in the form of food
and shelter and supplies for the 6 mil-
lion Ukrainians who fled to neigh-
boring nations because of the brutal,
brutal, nasty, horrible bombardment
by Putin, who I believe is a war crimi-
nal.

Help is on the way in the form of eco-
nomic aid and food aid and the assist-
ance necessary to rebuild what Putin
and Russia have sought to tear down
but never can. They can’t tear down
the hearts, the minds, and the strength
of the Ukrainian people.

Now, given how important this is, I
wish I could say this vote will be to-
tally unanimous. Every single Demo-
crat in the House voted for this emer-
gency aid package for Ukraine, and
every single Democrat in this Cham-
ber, the Senate, is ready to support the
Ukrainians as they defend their young
democracy, but unfortunately, once
again, with MAGA Republicans, who
seem to be way out of line in so many
ways, the story is different on the Re-
publican side.

While most Senators in both parties
want this package done, it is beyond
troubling to see a growing circle of
Senate Republicans proudly opposing
Ukrainian funding. Two days ago, 11
Republicans voted against merely de-
bating this legislation. It appears more
and more MAGA Republicans are on
the same ‘‘soft on Putin” playbook
that we saw used by former President
Trump. We all knew how President
Trump reacted to Putin. Sometimes it
was flattery. Sometimes it was just
fear—he was fearful—but he always
seemed to go along and bow down to
Putin. Now we have seen Putin’s bru-
tality, and we have seen how wrong
Trump was, but these 11 MAGA Repub-
licans voted against even debating.

Around the world, our enemies are
watching what we do right now. What
do you think they are going to con-
clude if they start seeing more and
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more U.S. Senators oppose aid to de-
mocracies under attack by
authoritarianism? Our adversaries
might conclude that we are divided,
that America is divided. They might
conclude that we lack purpose. The
MAGA influence on the Republican
Party is becoming all too large and all
too dominant.

We Americans—all of us, Democratic
and Republican—cannot afford to stick
our heads in the sand while Vladimir
Putin continues his vicious bellig-
erence against the Ukrainian people,
while he fires at civilian hospitals and
targets and kills children and innocent
people. But when Republicans, in a sig-
nificant number, oppose this package,
that is precisely the signal we are send-
ing to enemies abroad.

Still, I am glad that, for the most
part, this Chamber is united in sup-
porting Ukraine; and I am also glad,
Mr. President, that yesterday, on the
same day that American diplomats and
marines raised Stars and Stripes over
the American Embassy in Kyiv, this
Chamber unanimously voted Bridget
Brink as the U.S. Ambassador to
Ukraine. It is the first time we have an
ambassador to Ukraine since 2019, and
her confirmation is terrific news that
comes at a critical moment for both
our countries.

NATO

Mr. President, finally, later today,
Leader MCCONNELL and I will host a bi-
partisan meeting with the leaders of
Finland and Sweden. Their application
to NATO will soon come before this
Chamber. And just as we quickly
worked to confirm Ambassador Brink,
I hope we will be able to act swiftly
and in a bipartisan way on the resolu-
tion admitting these nations into the
ranks of the NATO alliance.

SMALL BUSINESS COVID RELIEF ACT OF 2022

Mr. President, now on another mat-
ter—restaurants—later today, the Sen-
ate is going to vote to move forward to
give America’s restaurants, local gyms,
minor league teams, and other small
businesses a much needed lifeline to
get back on their feet after 2 years of
pandemic. I thank Senators CARDIN and
WICKER for their efforts on today’s leg-
islation.

Every single component of this bill
was drafted with bipartisan input. The
benefits would help businesses in every
single State in America, particularly
those left out of earlier rounds of emer-
gency funding. We should be leaping
into action—leaping into action—to
help these places get back on their feet
in times of recovery.

Restaurants, gyms, teams, and small
venues are all in the business of pro-
viding for their communities. Today we
should be in the business of providing
for them. Some say that 2 years after
the start of COVID, our restaurants
don’t need as much help as they once
did. They think that because
lockdowns are over, because people
seem to be out and about again, it
must mean things are going great for
small businesses.
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That is dead wrong for too many of
our businesses, especially small, fam-
ily-owned places. Many can’t stay open
a full day because they are short of
labor, don’t serve lunch, close Monday
and Tuesday, don’t have people at the
bar. So they can’t get their full in-
come. And at the same time, many of
these undertook big loans when they
were closed during COVID.

Those big loans are coming due. To
have banks foreclose on these ongoing
businesses that are growing once again,
that are employing people once again
would be a huge mistake. This bill is a
lifeline to prevent that from happening
and keep jobs coming in and keep pros-
perity coming in.

So that is true for restaurants; it is
true for other businesses; and we must
pass this legislation to keep these vital
parts of America’s economy and Amer-
ica’s social and community life going.
When minor league teams close, entire
towns have fewer options for coming
together. When theaters can’t open be-
cause businesses they rely on close
down, it disintegrates the fabric of our
communities. Restaurants, gyms,
sports venues, theaters—these are
places where Americans have always
come together, and they still need our
help.

I urge all of us who have heard from
small business owners imploring us to
take action to support moving forward
on today’s bill, and, once again, I
thank my colleagues CARDIN and
WICKER for their work.

DOMESTIC TERRORISM

Mr. President, now on domestic ter-
rorism, my home State of New York, as
everyone knows, is still grieving from
the horrendous violence that took
place in Buffalo Saturday. The people 1
met in Buffalo on Tuesday are with me
almost every moment: the families, the
survivors, the community. It was the
worst shooting in Buffalo’s history.
Ten innocent people were killed, all of
them Black Americans.

What happened in Buffalo was clearly
a result of domestic terrorism—ter-
rorism fed from the madness of con-
spiracy theories like ‘“White replace-
ment theory,” which is increasingly
finding a home with MAGA Repub-
licans and cable networks like FOX
News. Yesterday, I announced that the
Senate will move forward on legisla-
tion championed by Senator DURBIN to
fight back against the rise of domestic
terrorism in America.

In the light of the shooting in Buf-
falo, in the light of the rise of racist
conspiracies like the ‘‘great replace-
ment,”” we—all of us—have an obliga-
tion to protect Americans by treating
these incidents of violence like the ter-
rorist acts they are. I hope that, given
everything that is happening across
the country right now, our Republicans
will join us to pass this bill swiftly.

Taking a stand against White su-
premacy and domestic terrorism
should be the easiest thing in the
world. When any single community is
targeted by racism, it affects every one
of us.
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So we are going to take action next
week on domestic terrorism legisla-
tion, and I hope both sides send an un-
mistakable message against the ascen-
sion of White supremacy that threat-
ens the fabric of this Nation.

BABY FORMULA

Mr. President, one final note on baby
formula, yesterday, President Biden in-
voked the Defense Production Act to
respond to the shortage of baby for-
mula that is hurting parents and care-
takers of newborns across the country.
The President is taking the issue seri-
ously. Invoking the DPA was exactly
the right response.

I cannot imagine how hard the short-
age is for families who have been im-
pacted. There is already such a burden
on a mother of a newborn child; we
can’t let this formula shortage be an-
other stressor for mothers in this coun-
try.

The Senate should likewise take ac-
tion to help our Nation’s parents. Yes-
terday, the House passed a pair of bills
to address the baby formula shortage—
including one with over 400 votes—that
will make sure that parents who rely
on the Federal nutrition programs can
continue to access baby formula in the
face of supply chain shortages. I hope
the Senate will pass both of these bills.

Here in the Senate, Senator STABE-
NOW and Senator BOOZMAN are cham-
pioning nearly identical legislation to
the bipartisan WIC bill that over-
whelmingly passed the House. I hope
the Senate can consider this bill imme-
diately and send it to the President so
we can send swift and tangible assist-
ance to working parents feeling the
brunt of this shortage.

COMMISSION TO STUDY THE POTENTIAL CRE-
ATION OF A NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN PA-
CIFIC AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE ACT
Mr. President, on one additional very

happy note, today, my colleague Sen-

ator HIRONO, in a few minutes, will ask
consent to pass important legislation
to create a congressional Commission
on the creation of the first national

Asian-American history and culture

museum right here in the Nation’s Cap-

ital.

I am elated and thrilled to support
bringing to the floor and voting for
this long-overdue step that will help
establish one of the greatest museums
dedicated solely to telling the story of
Asian Americans throughout history.
It is a story that is long overdue.

Asian Americans, from the country’s
founding, have played a giant role in
shaping our country. Much of that his-
tory is unknown. And we see the grow-
ing and vibrant Asian community,
from so many parts of the world—from
the Middle East, from South Asia, from
East Asia, from Southeast Asia, and
everywhere else—all coming to Amer-
ica and working hard and growing fam-
ilies and establishing businesses and
making America great.

With all the bigotry that we have
seen and the increase in violence now
on Asian Americans, we have to rebut
that nasty view that some people have.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

And forming a museum that will show
the greatness of this community—past,
present, and future—will be so impor-
tant because, from the beginning of our
founding, Asian Americans have played
a great role in shaping the country.

Too much of the history is unknown.
Students never even come across these
stories and lessons in school. That is
disappointing. But it is also why this
Asian-American history and culture
museum is so important. An Asian-
American history and culture museum
would celebrate the achievements with
all Americans and all the world and
exalt our wonderful, growing, strong,
beautiful Asian-American community.

I thank Senator HIRONO for her work
and yield the floor to her.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii.

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak up to 5
minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMISSION TO STUDY THE PO-
TENTIAL CREATION OF A NA-
TIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN PA-
CIFIC AMERICAN HISTORY AND
CULTURE ACT

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I thank
the majority leader for his words and
his very strong support of the Asian-
American Pacific Islander community
and his support for this bill that I am
calling forth today.

As we celebrate Asian Pacific Amer-
ican Heritage Month, we have an op-
portunity to pass meaningful legisla-
tion to establish a Commission to
study the creation of a National Mu-
seum of Asian Pacific American His-
tory and Culture.

This bill is straightforward. It estab-
lishes an eight-person Commission, ap-
pointed equally by House and Senate
majority and minority leadership. The
Commission will be composed of indi-
viduals with expertise in the research,
study, and promotion of Asian-Amer-
ican Pacific Islander history.

This Commission will submit a re-
port to Congress, at which point we
should act. Asian and Pacific Islander
American communities have made sig-
nificant contributions to American
life, but despite these undeniable con-
tributions, our communities have
largely been excluded or erased from
American history. If not invisible, API
groups are often pejoratively depicted
as foreigners, always ‘‘the other,” in-
stead of people who have lived in and
positively contributed to this country
for generations.

These narratives have fueled xeno-
phobia and racism, contributing to dec-
ades of racism, racist laws, and dis-
crimination—and, of course, most re-
cently led to the rise in attacks in
hate-related incidents against mem-
bers of our communities.

A National Museum of Asian Pacific
American History and Culture would
help combat these harmful narratives
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by sharing API history on an unprece-
dented scale, and we should consider
whether or not such a museum should
be feasible.

With this bill, we can demonstrate
our commitment to showcasing the sig-
nificant contributions of the API com-
munity to our country’s fabric. I think
it is really important for our country
to better understand how the Chinese
Exclusion Act, Executive Order No.
9066, which led to the incarceration of
120,000 Japanese Americans during
World War II and decades of racial
laws, contribute to the API experience
today.

The establishment of this kind of
museum should not be controversial,
and it has been done before with regard
to the National Museum of African
American History and Culture, the Na-
tional Museum of the American the
Latino. These museums represent
progress. They help us better under-
stand one another and our shared his-
tory as Americans.

Now we have a chance to build on
this progress by creating a Commission
to study a similar museum to highlight
the history and legacy of the API indi-
viduals and communities in this coun-
try, and, of course, this bill represents
a significant step toward an America
that celebrates and encourages the rich
diversity of our people.

With that, Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources be dis-
charged from further consideration of
H.R. 3525 and that the Senate proceed
to its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3525) to establish the Commis-
sion to Study the Potential Creation of a Na-
tional Museum of Asian Pacific American
History and Culture, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and passed
and that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3525) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———

BLACKWELL SCHOOL NATIONAL
HISTORIC SITE ACT

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 300, S. 2490.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2490) to establish the Blackwell
School National Historic Site in Marfa,
Texas, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
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had been reported from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources.

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I thank
Senator CORNYN for this bill that we
are about to agree to by unanimous
consent. It is called the Blackwell
School National Historic Site Act.

I ask unanimous consent that the
Cornyn amendment at the desk be con-
sidered and agreed to; that the bill, as
amended, be considered read a third
time and passed; and that the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 5042) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To modify the map information)

On page 4, strike lines 7 and 8 and insert
the following:

(1) MAP.—The term ‘‘map’ means the map
entitled ‘‘Blackwell School National Historic
Site Proposed Boundary’’, numbered 593/
178387, and dated February 2022.

On page b, strike lines 21 through 24.

On page 6, line 1, strike ‘‘(2)” and insert
“.

On page 6, line 4, strike ‘‘(3)” and insert
@7,

The bill (S. 2490), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed, as follows:

S. 2490

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Blackwell
School National Historic Site Act’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) the Blackwell School, located at 501
South Abbott Street, in Marfa, Presidio
County, Texas, is—

(A) associated with the period of racial seg-
regation in Marfa public schools; and

(B) the only extant property directly asso-
ciated with Hispanic education in Marfa
since the other buildings were torn down
after the Blackwell School closed in 1965;

(2) the Blackwell School is a tangible re-
minder of the period during which the doc-
trine of ‘‘separate but equal’’ dominated edu-
cation and social systems;

(3) despite being categorized as ‘‘white’” by
Texas law, Mexican Americans were regu-
larly excluded from commingling with Anglo
individuals at barbershops, restaurants, fu-
neral homes, theaters, churches, and schools;

(4) the spectrum of experiences of students
and teachers at the Blackwell School are an
important record of life in a segregated
school in the context of the history of Texas
and the United States;

(5) Mexican and Mexican American culture
and history in Marfa is tied to the Blackwell
School, which for more than 50 years served
as a leading feature of the Hispanic commu-
nity, illustrating the challenge of maintain-
ing cultural identity in a dominant Anglo so-
ciety;

(6) Hispanic influences continue to be seen
in social and religious organizations, busi-
ness and government institutions, and
shared experiences of language, food, and
music in Marfa, Texas;

(7) the historic Blackwell School building
is a physical record of—

(A) the longevity and beauty of the distinc-
tive design and craftsmanship informed by
traditional techniques and materials; and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(B) the transition from the purely
vernacular to the period of materials, design,
and workmanship made available after the
arrival of the railroad;

(8) the original historic school building and
grounds on which the Blackwell School
building stands provide an authentic setting
to commemorate and interpret the history of
the Blackwell School;

(9) the Blackwell School is closely associ-
ated with the broad patterns of local, State,
and national history in the area of school
segregation; and

(10) Mexicans and other members of the
Latin American diaspora have placed a high
value on education as a means of economic,
social, and political advancement, but His-
panics and Latinos have not always had eq-
uitable opportunities and access to quality
educational facilities in the United States.
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) MAP.—The term ‘“‘map’ means the map
entitled ‘‘Blackwell School National Historic
Site Proposed Boundary’, numbered 593/
178387, and dated February 2022.

(2) NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE.—The term
‘“National Historic Site’” means the
Blackwell School National Historic Site es-
tablished by section 4(a)(1).

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’”’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

SEC. 4. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BLACKWELL
SCHOOL NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
there is established the Blackwell School
National Historic Site in the State of Texas
as a unit of the National Park System to
preserve, protect, and interpret for the ben-
efit of present and future generations the
Blackwell School, including—

(A) the role of the Blackwell School as an
academic and cultural cornerstone in Marfa,
Texas; and

(B) the function of the Blackwell School
within a segregated system of education in
Texas and the United States from the period
of 1885 through 1965.

(2) DETERMINATION BY SECRETARY.—The Na-
tional Historic Site shall not be established
until the date on which the Secretary deter-
mines that—

(A) a written agreement has been entered
into by the Secretary with the Marfa Unified
School District providing that the Blackwell
School shall be donated to the United States
or co-managed with the Secretary for inclu-
sion in a national historic site to be man-
aged consistently with the purposes of a na-
tional historic site; and

(B) a sufficient quantity of land or an in-
terest in land within the boundaries of the
National Historic Site has been acquired to
constitute a manageable unit.

(b) MAP.—

(1) BOUNDARIES.—The boundaries of the Na-
tional Historic Site shall be the boundaries
generally depicted on the map.

(2) AVAILABILITY OF MAP.—The map shall
be on file and available for public inspection
in the appropriate offices of the National
Park Service.

(c) ACQUISITION OF AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary may only acquire any land or interest
in land located within the boundary of the
National Historic Site by—

(1) donation;

(2) purchase with donated funds; or

(3) exchange.

(d) ADMINISTRATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ad-
minister the National Historic Site in ac-
cordance with—

(A) this Act; and

(B) the laws generally applicable to units
of the National Park System.
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(2) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years
after the date on which funds are first made
available to the Secretary to prepare a gen-
eral management plan for the National His-
toric Site, the Secretary shall prepare a gen-
eral management plan for the National His-
toric Site in accordance with section 100502
of title 54, United States Code.

(B) SUBMISSION.—On completion of the gen-
eral management plan under subparagraph
(A), the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources of
the Senate and the Committee on Natural
Resources of the House of Representatives
the general management plan prepared under
that subparagraph.

(e) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall enter into cooperative agree-
ments with the Blackwell School Alliance
and other local, regional, State, academic,
and nonprofit partners for interpretive and
educational programming, technical assist-
ance, and rehabilitation relating to the Na-
tional Historic Site.

(f) WRITTEN CONSENT OF OWNER.—No pri-
vate property or non-Federal public property
shall be included within the boundaries of
the National Historic Site or managed as
part of the National Historic Site without
the written consent of the owner of the prop-
erty.

Ms. HIRONO. I yield the floor.

H.R. 7691

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
every day, brave Ukrainian soldiers are
preventing Putin from posing a bigger
threat to the region and the West by
stopping his unquenchable thirst for
power. Supporting this effort is in our
national security interests, and we can
do it without putting Americans in
harm’s way.

While we must tackle challenges at
home, we can’t ignore threats abroad.
Make no mistake: Putin is a threat.

Just as this administration’s failure
to secure the southern border has en-
couraged more illegal immigration,
failing to support Ukraine’s sov-
ereignty will only encourage further
aggression by Russia and embolden
others, like China.

I wish President Biden had done more
sooner to put Ukraine in a position to
repel the Russian invasion we all knew
was coming. I think there were some in
his administration who were advising
President Biden to be cautious in our
support to Ukraine lest we provoke
Putin into doing what President Biden
was publicly warning he was about to
do. In retrospect, that looks foolish.
That said, our support to Ukraine to
date has been and continues to be a
worthwhile investment in our security.

On the other hand, President Biden
should be as concerned about breaches
of our U.S. border as he is about
Ukraine’s border. Both are national se-
curity and humanitarian crises and
neither should be ignored. My col-
leagues and I will continue doing our
part, including by demanding a vote to
uphold title 42.

When it comes to a murdering thug
like Putin, history shows us that wait-
ing too long to act can have dev-
astating consequences. That is why we
must continue sending humanitarian
and military aid to Ukraine while also
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fortifying our military. A Ukrainian
victory will put Russia in its place and
make other countries, namely China,
think twice before taking aggressive
military actions of their own. In these
moments, it is our responsibility to
support peace and preserve a stable
world for future generations.

The bill the Senate will soon vote on
is at least as much an American na-
tional security bill as it is support for
Ukraine’s heroic fight for survival. In
fact, roughly 25 percent of the funds in
this bill are allocated to replenish U.S.
weapons stockpiles. This isn’t money
for weapons for Ukraine, but to ensure
that, even after all the military aid we
have provided to Ukraine, we have suf-
ficient stockpiles to ensure our na-
tional security in case of another con-
tingency. In fact, a combined total of
roughly 40 percent of the funds in this
bill will go to fortify our military, both
at home and in Europe. Roughly 50 per-
cent of the funds in this bill will go to
supplying specific equipment needed by
Ukraine’s military, as well as the mili-
taries of our NATO frontline allies, and
to meet the humanitarian needs of
Ukrainians suffering from Russian at-
tacks.

I have heard from hundreds of Iowans
whose hearts go out to the people of
Ukraine after seeing countless reports
of Russian brutality. Because of our
own history, Americans naturally sym-
pathize with an underdog seeking free-
dom and independence in the face of an
imperialist tyrant. But, as I have said,
this bill is not primarily about sym-
pathy for Ukraine, as natural as that
is.

This bill is about American national
security. By fighting and dying to de-
fend their land, Ukrainians are doing
us a favor. Putin is a threat. If he is
stopped in Ukraine, it will save greater
expense in American taxpayer money,
not to mention the potential spilling of
American blood. This bill is not cheap,
but compared to the size of our econ-
omy, our investment in Ukrainian vic-
tory is still smaller percentagewise
than that of several Eastern Flank
NATO allies, who know full well that
any weapons transferred to Ukraine
now are ones our own troops won’t
have to use to defend NATO territory
in the future. This is a good invest-
ment in our future security.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on Calendar
No. 368, H.R. 7691, a bill making emergency
supplemental appropriations for assistance
for the situation in Ukraine for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2022, and for other
purposes.
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Charles E. Schumer, Patrick J. Leahy,
Richard Blumenthal, Mazie K. Hirono,
Christopher Murphy, Tina Smith, Rob-
ert Menendez, Christopher A. Coons,
Michael F. Bennet, Robert P. Casey,
Jr., Benjamin L. Cardin, Elizabeth
Warren, Edward J. Markey, Tim Kaine,
Patty Murray, Jack Reed, Sheldon
Whitehouse.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on H.R. 7691, a bill
making emergency supplemental ap-
propriations for assistance for the situ-
ation in Ukraine for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2022, and for
other purposes, shall be brought to a
close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the
Senator from Nevada (Ms. ROSEN), and
the Senator from Maryland (Mr. VAN
HOLLEN) are necessarily absent.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 86,
nays 11, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 190 Leg.]

YEAS—86
Baldwin Hassan Reed
Barrasso Heinrich Risch
Bennet Hickenlooper Romney
Blumenthal Hirono Rounds
Blunt Hoeven Rubio
Booker Hyde-Smith Sanders
Burr Inhofe Sasse
Canpwell Jol}nson Schatz
Capl(}o Kaine Schumer
Cardin Kelly Scott (FL)
Carper Kgnnedy Scott (SC)
Casey King Shaheen
Cassidy Klobuchar Shelby
Collins Lankford .
Coons Leahy Smgma
Cornyn Lujan Smith
Cortez Masto Manchin Stabenow
Cotton Markey Sullivan
Cramer McConnell Tester
Cruz Menendez Thune
Daines Merkley Tillis
Duckworth Moran Toomey
Durbin Murkowski Warner
Ernst Murphy Warnock
Feinstein Murray Warren
Fischer Ossoff Whitehouse
Gillibrand Padilla Wicker
Graham Peters Wyden
Grassley Portman Young
NAYS—11
Blackburn Hagerty Marshall
Boozman Hawley Paul
Braun Lee Tuberville
Crapo Lummis
NOT VOTING—3
Brown Rosen Van Hollen
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

SCHATZ). On this vote, the yeas are 86,
the nays are 11.

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to.

Cloture having been invoked, the mo-
tions to commit and the amendments
pending thereto fall, and under the pre-
vious order the pending amendments
are withdrawn.

The clerk will read the title of the
bill for the third time.

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time.
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VOTE ON H.R. 7691
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill

having been read the third time, the

question is, Shall the bill pass?

Mr. HEINRICH. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the
Senator from Nevada (Ms. ROSEN), and
the Senator from Maryland (Mr. VAN
HOLLEN) are necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 86,
nays 11, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 191 Leg.]

YEAS—86
Baldwin Hassan Reed
Barrasso Heinrich Risch
Bennet Hickenlooper Romney
Blumenthal Hirono Rounds
Blunt Hoeven Rubio
Booker Hyde-Smith Sanders
Burr Inhofe Sasse
Cantwell Johnson Schatz
Capl@o Kaine Schumer
Cardin Kelly Scott (FL)
Carper Kgnnedy Scott (SC)
Casey King Shaheen
Cassidy Klobuchar Shelby
Collins Lankford ;
Coons Leahy Smgma
Cornyn Lujan Smith
Cortez Masto Manchin Stabenow
Cotton Markey Sullivan
Cramer McConnell Tester
Cruz Menendez Thune
Daines Merkley Tillis
Duckworth Moran Toomey
Durbin Murkowski Warner
Ernst Murphy Warnock
Feinstein Murray Warren
Fischer Ossoff Whitehouse
Gillibrand Padilla Wicker
Graham Peters Wyden
Grassley Portman Young
NAYS—11
Blackburn Hagerty Marshall
Boozman Hawley Paul
Braun Lee Tuberville
Crapo Lummis
NOT VOTING—3

Brown Rosen Van Hollen

The bill (H.R. 7691) was passed.

——

SMALL BUSINESS COVID RELIEF
ACT OF 2022—MOTION TO PRO-
CEED—Resumed

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KING). Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
the motion to proceed to S. 4008, which
the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 344, S.
4008, a bill to provide COVID relief for res-
taurants, gyms, minor league sports teams,
border businesses, live venue service pro-
viders, exclave businesses, and Providers of
transportation services.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Indiana.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 4046

Mr. BRAUN. Mr. President, I rise
here today to talk about the IRS. It is
not going to take long because it is so
easy to understand.
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The IRS has a bad track record. They
often fail to be good stewards of tax-
payer money and protect highly sen-
sitive information. Yet the President
and congressional Democrats want to
throw another $80 billion into the IRS
with no real return on investment, the
way I can see it.

They have a history of weaponizing
against conservative organizations and
for hassling hard-working taxpayers
and small business owners with audits.
If you look at it statistically, they are
hitting small businesses by number a
lot harder than some of the fat-cat tax
cheats. It is unacceptable to treat
American taxpayers in this way.

The IRS does not need more power; it
needs to—we need to be assured that it
is going to do a better job at what it is
supposed to do. Solution? Last month,
I introduced a bill with a number of
IRS reforms to hold the Agency ac-
countable and protect taxpayers. The
Simplify, Don’t Amplify the IRS Act
would stop the Biden administration
from growing the power of the IRS.
The bill would stop attempts to target
Americans and small businesses by
snooping into their bank accounts,
credit union accounts, Venmo, PayPal,
and Cash App. It would repeal the
Democratic ban on cutting State taxes.
It would hold IRS employees account-
able when they release private tax-
payer information and ensure that the
IRS spends time not doing its union ac-
tivity when it should be helping Ameri-
cans when they have an issue, espe-
cially during tax filing season.

The taxpayer deserves the best pos-
sible service we can provide. We can de-
bate how much money the IRS needs.
It needs to do its job right first before
we give it more money. The solution is
the Don’t Amplify the IRS Act.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Finance Committee be
discharged from further consideration
of S. 4046 and that the Senate proceed
to its immediate consideration. I fur-
ther ask that the bill be considered
read a third time and passed and that
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. WYDEN. Reserving the right to
object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, it is not
an atomic secret around here that I
very much enjoy working with our col-
league from Indiana. We talk often
about issues like healthcare and eco-
nomic priorities. I will just say that I
wish we agreed on this one as well.

Colleagues, the net effect of this pro-
posal is to hobble the IRS and let the
wealthiest in America get out of pay-
ing what they owe. And there is a lot
to discuss here. Like Senator BRAUN, I
am going to keep this short.

First, I think it is important to get
at this back-and-forth between the po-
litical parties. I see the Presiding Offi-
cer in the chair, and he, too, has been
interested in tax reform.
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Look, I would be the first to say that
the tax system in many respects is just
broken, just a mess. The debate with
respect to the role of the parties needs
to start with what happened in 2017.

In 2017, we had the President’s tax re-
form proposal, President Trump’s pro-
posal, comprehensive proposal, all
kinds of changes. If Senate Republicans
had wanted to fix the IRS and do what
our colleague from Indiana is talking
about and simplify the system, they
could have done that in the 2017 tax
law. It was a big opportunity with ev-
erything in front of us.

I and others had worked on a bipar-
tisan bill. Our former colleague Sen-
ator Gregg, our former colleague Sen-
ator Coats—he and I—the two of
them—we had bipartisan bills. Part of
it was simplifying the system, and Re-
publicans in 2017 passed on that. They
made the Tax Code even more com-
plicated. That point No. 1.

Point No. 2 is the Agency is strug-
gling with basic services because, year
after year, there have been Republican
budget cuts that have decimated the
ability of the Agency to meet people’s
needs. Now Republicans are the guy in
the hot dog suit, swearing up and down
that they are trying to find the guy
who did this.

I am just going to talk for a moment
about how this happened because when
the IRS struggles to enforce tax laws,
wealthy tax cheats are able to skip out
on paying what they owe, and they
want to keep it that way.

That was not always the case. Ronald
Reagan—nobody’s idea of somebody
who worshipped Big Government—in-
creased the number of employees at the
IRS over his 8 years in office. There
used to be bipartisan agreement on
these Kkinds of big issues, just like I
pursued with Senator Gregg, a former
colleague, and Senator Coats. There
used to be bipartisan agreement that
the IRS was able to do its job if there
was basic tax fairness, making sure
that everybody paid their fair share. So
much for those days. Now what we
have are wall-to-wall attacks from our
colleagues on the other side and budget
cuts that hurt middle-class taxpayers
and boost wealthy tax cheats.

I will close with just a couple of spe-
cifics. If you want more secrecy and
more dark money influencing our po-
litical system—and I have had more
than a thousand open-to-everybody
townhall meetings at home. There are
no rallies for more dark money and
more secrecy in the political system,
but, regrettably, that is exactly what
you bet with the proposal from our col-
leagues on the other side.

In 2018, on the same day that the Jus-
tice Department unveiled charges
against a Russian spy who was working
to influence our elections, the Trump
administration out of nowhere basi-
cally blindsided the public by opening
the floodgates to foreign money and
special interest dollars in our elec-
tions. The rule makes it even easier for
powerful people to try to hot-wire our

May 19, 2022

elections. As it stands today, that rule
can be overturned. Regrettably, this
proposal locks it in place with black
letter law.

We are coming up on the election
season, of course. My home State just
had primaries. Families from sea to
shining sea get bombarded by political
ads and mailers. When there is more
dark money in politics, voters are
thrown into the shadows. It is even
harder for them to figure out who is
trying to influence their vote. Is this
ad paid for by a polluting corporation?
Is it paid for by a foreign power who is
looking to undermine our security? Is
it paid for by a wealthy tax cheat who
has absolutely no interest in working
people in America?

Across the street, there are six Re-
publicans on the Supreme Court who
seem to look at every opportunity and
embrace it to have more dark money
make its ways into the nooks and cran-
nies of our political system. For exam-
ple, just a few days ago, the Court
ruled on a campaign finance case
brought by our colleague from Texas,
Senator CRUZ. The six Republican Jus-
tices sided with the Republican Sen-
ator—a huge win for the most powerful
political donors who, as far as I can
tell, are going to be able to funnel
more shady payoffs directly into the
bank accounts of more wealthy incum-
bent Republicans.

Colleagues, the Congress does not
have to go along with what I think is
just a pillaging of core democratic
principles. There ought to be less
money, less secrecy in our elections,
not more. For these reasons, I object.

I want to tell my colleague from In-
diana that I look forward to getting
back to working with him on topics
where we have broad agreement.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from Indiana.

Mr. BRAUN. Mr. President, I enjoy
working with my colleague because
healthcare, in my opinion, is one of the
biggest issues that beset the country.
He has pledged to look to maybe try to
reform it before we get more govern-
ment involved with it.

Hot off the press: $19 billion in im-
proper earned income tax credits from
the IRS. Let’s fix the place before we
give it more money.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, those Sen-
ators who voted to gift $40 billion to
Ukraine argue that it is in our national
security interest. I wonder if Ameri-
cans across our country would agree if
they had been shown the cost, if they
had been asked to pay for it. If the sup-
porters of foreign aid for Ukraine had
been honest with Americans, they
could have instituted a Ukraine war
tax. I am sure it would have been quite
popular because, by my calculation,
each income tax payer in our country
would need to pay $500 to support this
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$40 billion, which by some accounts is a
downpayment and will need to be re-
plenished in about 4 months. So a $500
tax to every American income tax
payer would pay for this. But that is
not the way things are done in Wash-
ington. What we do is say: Put it on my
tab. We don’t want to be honest. We
don’t want to be transparent with the
taxpayer. We just add it to the debt.

We could have also taken the $40 bil-
lion from elsewhere in the budget. We
could have said: Well, we spent $770 bil-
lion on our military, and that $770 bil-
lion is more than the next eight coun-
tries combined. We could have taken it
out of our military budget. If it is in
our national security interests, per-
haps it could be a military expenditure.

But, no, we don’t want to tax the
people. We don’t want them to know
there is a payment or punishment for
this. We don’t want to take it from
somewhere else where somebody else is
getting rich off of this money. No,
what we do is simply borrow it. “Put it
on my tab” is what Congress says, so,
yes, that is what will happen.

When Americans go to the grocery
store, they will pay, yet again, higher
prices. When Americans go to the gas
pump, they will spend even more for
their gas because there is no free
lunch. Forty billion cannot be created
out of thin air, although it sort of is by
the Fed. In being creative and increas-
ing the demand, it causes inflation.
Debt leads to inflation.

Now, when the ink is not even dry on
the money that we are shoveling out
the door for Ukraine, the Democrats
are back. It hasn’t yet been an hour.
We are still in the same hour that $40
billion was given away to a foreign
country.

Now that the $40 billion is gone, they
are somewhere, somewhere busily with
a printing press printing that money
up, the ink is not yet dry, now they
want $48 billion more for COVID bail-
outs.

Well, perhaps there was another al-
ternative. Perhaps, instead of locking
down the economy—which studies now
show did not mitigate the virus, did
not change the trajectory of the
virus—perhaps instead of locking the
economy down and ruining businesses,
we could have not locked the economy
down. That was an alternative and
one—if this ever happens again, we
should learn a lesson: The lockdowns
did not change the trajectory of the
virus; they bankrupted folks. But it is
not the answer.

The answer isn’t to lock down the
economy again and just bail people out
because, guess what, almost $6 trillion
was spent bailing out the economy. We
didn’t have it. We didn’t have a rainy
day fund. You can’t go to the Federal
Reserve and open a big safe door and
say, ah, there is the money, we will
give it to people that we ruined by
shutting the economy down.

There is no money. We are already a
trillion dollars in the hole, if you just
look at our ordinary expenses—Medi-
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care, Medicaid, Social Security, the
military, food stamps, a few more so-
cial programs—that is the budget. That
is a trillion dollars short. What comes
in, what goes out, we are a trillion dol-
lars short, and in the last 2 years we
borrowed $6 trillion more. Is it any
wonder we have inflation?

But the other side is not even saying
they understand where inflation comes
from. They think it is greed. I wouldn’t
accept that from a third grade class. It
is moronic. What do they suppose? Ev-
eryone all got together, and the people
that control the gas price became
greedy last month. Well, that is absurd
on the face of it. Greed has nothing to
do with this. People are always self-in-
terested. Inflation comes from an ex-
pansion of the money supply. M2 is a
broad measure of the money supply.
The last 3 years, the M2 has been ex-
panding at a 15 percent annual clip.
You cannot expand the money supply
15 percent and not get inflation.

In January of last year, the M2 was
expanding at an annualized rate of 27
percent. Why? Because we don’t have
money to pay for all the stuff we give
to people. It is dishonest; it is deceit-
ful. We give people stuff and say, here’s
free stuff. You don’t have to work any-
more; we are closing your business
down. But here is some money. But we
don’t have it, so we are going to print
it up or borrow it.

That is what went on. Over the last 2
years, Congress went on a spending
spree. More than $6 trillion was given
away. What my colleagues may be
shocked to learn is it is never really
free. There is no such thing as a free
lunch. In fact, lunch actually costs a
lot more than it did before.

Congress started spending all of this
free money, but while the $30 trillion
national debt continues to climb, Con-
gress continues to spend. You would
think they would be chastened. We
have nearly double digit inflation out
there. You think they would be saying,
oh, my goodness, we have to quit
digging the hole deeper. No, instead we
sent 40 billion out before lunch; they
want to send 48 billion more after
lunch.

Last month, they sent over a $100 bil-
lion in subsidies out. They doubled the
size of one of the most wasteful govern-
ment organizations we have: the Na-
tional Science Foundation.

So, no, they are not chastened. Infla-
tion is caused by borrowing and debt
and the Fed monetizing it. So what are
they doing in the last 2 months? They
are making it worse. After 2 years of
running up the taxpayers’ credit card
by 6 trillion, you would think they
would be beginning to grasp the prob-
lem. Small businesses, hard-working
Americans simply can’t spend any
more of the money we don’t have. We
can’t just keep giving away money.
Maybe we shouldn’t be surprised that
Democrats have now come to the real-
ization or have not come to the realiza-
tion that their authoritarian
lockdowns and endless spending caused
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the highest inflation in 41 years. Yet in
today’s exercise, Democrats want to
spend another $48 billion.

Where is the emergency? The
lockdowns have mostly been ended
over the last year, and yet there is this
all, hurry up we must print up more
money. The $40 billion we gave to
Ukraine, the ink is not even dry, but
we have to shovel out another 48 bil-
lion. Where is the emergency?

There will be 40 billion in this for res-
taurants. New grants will go to yachts,
yacht clubs, limousine businesses,
racket clubs, and luxury gyms, and
minor league sports. Oh boy, we have
an emergency that we need to get the
minor league sports involved with the
bailout, while Americans across the
country are getting poorer.

Americans can’t afford to put the gas
in their car to go on vacation. Ameri-
cans are losing income every day. The
average American family is paying $100
more every week, $100 more; $5,200 a
year is being lost to inflation for the
average American family. What are we
doing to protect them?

I have great sympathy for businesses
that were forced to shut down during
the pandemic. The lockdowns should
never have happened. And we have no
evidence that the COVID lockdowns
and restrictions altered the trajectory
of the virus or saved one life. Petty ty-
rants have shut down businesses not
based on science but based on a per-
verted political science.

No government check, no passing out
of a bailout can beat the operating of
the market. The marketplace is the
only thing that created the great
wealth of our country and the only
thing that can continue to help us. Yet
the other side insisted on economic
shutdowns, only to prop up the market
with the taxpayers’ wallet and bor-
rowed money.

Democrats need to wake up and real-
ize that dumping more money in the
economy is simply pouring $5-a-gallon
gas on an already out-of-control fire.
America can be a rising Nation again if
we let it. The people have had enough
with mandates and lockdowns. It is
time to end the bailouts and, once
again, let the free market reign again.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah.

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the following Sen-
ators be permitted to complete their
remarks prior to the scheduled votes:
Senators LEE, MURRAY, CARDIN, and
SCHUMER.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, in recent
weeks, American moms and dads have
been scouring supermarkets and drug-
stores looking for baby formula. Par-
ents are desperate to feed their infants
and repeatedly check brick-and-mortar
and online stores, ask family and
friends to purchase and ship formula
wherever they might be, purchase
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mother’s milk online, and even hos-
pitalize their babies in some instances
because they can’t find formula. The
situation is worse still for those par-
ents who need specialty formula for ba-
bies with medically-required diets.

What parents experience today is
rightly called the formula crisis. In one
of the most stressful times of life, the
parents of newborns are left in an un-
imaginable position. My heart breaks
for those infants and for their parents.
The sound of a baby’s cry carries a dif-
ferent weight in times like these.

Families in my own State feel this
crisis quite acutely. Utah has the larg-
est families, the most children per cap-
ita, and the highest birthrate of any
State in the Union. Utah’s families do,
indeed, feel this acutely. I have read
and I have heard so many heart-
wrenching stories from Utah families.
Their searches have expanded from the
local grocery store to stores across
town to the internet and, finally, to
total desperation, as formula has be-
come out of stock everywhere within
reach.

Unfortunately, when the White
House was asked recently what parents
should do, the White House said:

Ask your pediatrician, who may have for-
mula samples, for possible alternatives.

What an embarrassing stopgap meas-
ure.

Now, look, not every crisis is one
that, like this one, is a government’s
own creation. Not every crisis is one
that, like this one, could, therefore, be
resolved with fairly simple action. It is
inexcusable that their response was to
just ask your pediatrician because your
pediatrician might have samples on
hand.

Then there are some in Congress who
simply want to throw money at the
problem without addressing the weak-
nesses in this critical supply chain or
without removing the redtape that
caused this problem to begin with and
is now standing in the way of parents.
American babies deserve better.

Today, the Senate can help American
families by immediately passing my
bill called the FORMULA Act. This bill
responds to the crisis in three simple
ways that will help solve the formula
crisis and feed American babies.

First, my bill would suspend tariff
collection and quantity on formula im-
ports. Formula that we can bring in
from abroad is taxed at a rate of 17.5
percent upon entering the TUnited
States. We can help ease the sky-
rocketing prices and encourage compa-
nies to import as much baby formula
as possible simply by suspending this
collection of tariffs.

Second, my bill would temporarily
allow formula imports from a number
of safe countries like those in Europe
from which we are comfortable import-
ing pharmaceutical products. This will
allow us to access plentiful and safe
formula supplies coming from abroad
and meet the needs that we have today.

Finally, my bill would allow WIC re-
cipients to buy imported brands of for-
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mula with WIC vouchers. Under the
current system, most WIC parents can
buy only a specific brand, the brand
listed on the voucher label, which, in
many circumstances, might be unavail-
able.

My bill will allow these parents to
buy from available stock and feed their
children.

Keeping American infants fed should
be one of the least controversial pro-
posals imaginable. American babies are
going hungry, and the Federal Govern-
ment is standing in the way.

My FORMULA Act will help solve
the formula crisis and make sure
American babies do not go unfed.

I am pleased to be joined in this ef-
fort by Senators GRASSLEY, DAINES,
CAsSIDY, and WICKER. This bill has the
support of a number of outside groups
and countless Americans. If we can
help solve this crisis today, we can
make sure American babies’ cries do
not go unanswered. We must pass the
FORMULA Act.

To that end, I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of S. 4261, which is
at the desk; I further ask that the bill
be considered read a third time and
passed and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President,
serving the right to object.

As a mom and grandmother, I share
my colleague’s deep concern about the
infant formula shortage; but I am con-
cerned with the Senator’s proposal to
address it, and so I will be offering the
Senate an alternative here in just a
moment that addresses those concerns
while building on common ground and
the need to end this shortage.

So I object to the Senator’s proposal
and seek recognition to offer my pro-
posal.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

The Senator from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, as a
mom and grandmother, I share my col-
league’s concern about the infant for-
mula shortage, and I have been press-
ing the FDA and infant formula manu-
facturers for answers and actions on
this going back to when the Abbott re-
call was first announced back in Feb-
ruary. And I am glad the Biden admin-
istration is taking some action to ad-
dress this crisis: FDA’s announcement
earlier this week to make it easier to
import baby formula during this crisis
and President Biden’s announcement
yesterday that he will use the Defense
Production Act to bring more formula
to market, because I want to see for-
mula back on the shelves as soon as
possible.

But I also want parents to know the
formula that they are giving their
child is safe, which is why I have seri-
ous concerns about the broad waivers
of FDA authority in the bill that was

re-
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just offered. For example, waiving the
nutrient requirements for infant for-
mula.

FDA actually requires infant formula
to include 30 essential nutrients—too
much or too little of those nutrients
can put the health of our most vulner-
able at risk—or labeling requirements
for directions on preparation and use,
which are really important to keep ba-
bies safe.

I want us to quickly find common
ground on steps to end this shortage
safely, give parents the formula they
need, and make sure this situation
never happens again.

I am sure the Senator from Utah
wants that too. I really do think we
can get this done. And that is why I
would like to offer to pass another bill
I have right now, which ensures FDA
can take the steps to increase supply
without compromising standards and
which, similar to Senator LEE’s bill,
would waive tariffs on importing baby
formula during this crisis.

And I do want to continue working
on other bipartisan steps here. I know
that Senator STABENOW and Senator
B00zMAN are working on legislation at
this very moment to make adjustments
to the WIC program, similar to another
part of Senator LEE’s effort that I
think is also crucial.

So while I have concerns with how
some of the proposals to waive FDA au-
thority will make it harder for FDA to
keep babies safe, I think there is a bi-
partisan path forward for some of these
ideas, and I urge Senator LEE to work
with me and our colleagues to find
that.

Mr. President, right now, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of my
bill, which is at the desk, to tempo-
rarily allow the importation of infant
formula free of duty and free of quan-
titative limitation and to require the
Food and Drug Administration to issue
guidance related to increasing the sup-
ply of infant formula. I further ask
that the bill be considered read a third
time and passed, and that the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Utah.

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, reserving
the right to object, I appreciate the re-
marks and the shared enthusiasm that
my friend and colleague, the distin-
guished Senator from Washington, has
expressed, a shared vision that we have
for wanting to protect American ba-
bies.

I am also disappointed that she has
objected to a reform that would put
direly needed infant formula onto
shelves and into the hands of millions
of Americans in need.

This is not, of course, the time for
political wins; it is a time for solu-
tions. And it can’t be ignored that Big
Government has, in fact, caused the
shortage and the crisis involving baby
formula.
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If we walk away from this current
crisis and we somehow try to attribute
its causes simply to inflation and sup-
ply chain disruptions, we will have
missed out on a bigger picture of in-
volving how government regulations
have contributed to the outcome.

If there were not serious prohibitions
and restrictions on trade, we would
have a far larger baby formula import
market. But because the FDA and
other health regulators arbitrarily de-
cided that other countries’ standards
for mixtures were not suitable for
American infants, foreign products
have been excluded from our grocery
shelves at a time when we need them
the very most.

Now, make no mistake—the Abbott
recall was not the cause of this short-
age but, rather, the culminating event
of a long, brewing storm.

Unless we reshape our regulatory en-
vironment, we will continue to lack
the formula that parents need to feed
their children.

The counteroffer that my colleague
has presented today does three things.
First, it fails to actually put formula
into the hands of Americans. Second, it
empowers the very actors that have
created this shortage through over-
regulation. And, lastly, it fails to make
any reforms to the WIC program.

This proposal by my colleague misses
the mark, and on that basis, I object
and would like to offer a counter pro-
posal.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from Utah.

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, and so al-
though I object, as I stated previously,
this is not the time for political wins;
it is the time for solutions. So I would
like to present a counteroffer to my
colleague’s proposal. I believe an agree-
ment on meaningful solutions can and
should be reached.

This bill would incorporate provi-
sions passed by the House yesterday,
enabling WIC recipients to buy formula
by granting the Secretary of Agri-
culture the permanent flexibility to
waive certain WIC requirements.

Additionally, this bill would incor-
porate my colleague’s waiver on the
tariffs on infant formula and import
quantity restrictions.

Further, it would waive the excessive
regulations on infant formula that
have made it impossible for safe for-
mula to be available to American fami-
lies in need.

So to that end, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of S. 4262, which
is at the desk. I further ask that the
bill be considered read a third time and
passed, and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mrs. MURRAY. The
Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, re-
serving the right to object, and I really

Senator from
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do appreciate the Senator’s efforts to
address some of the concerns I have
here, but the bill that he is offering
will still ultimately exempt formula
from FDA standards that are really
critical for safety. We owe it to parents
to know that when they purchase for-
mula, it is safe.

So I would like to keep working with
Senator LEE and our colleagues to
make progress on this as soon as pos-
sible. I hope we can continue to do
that; but at this point, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from Utah.

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, it is impor-
tant to note here that nothing in my
proposal would put formula on the
shelves that is not safe.

By opening up some of the import re-
strictions and the regulatory restric-
tions, it adheres still to the same safe-
ty standards that we rely on. It does
allow for the importation of some prod-
uct from other countries—other coun-
tries that we have deemed sufficiently
safe that we allow their imports in the
pharmaceutical arena. There is no rea-
son we can’t do that here.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

S. 4008

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, shortly
we are going to be voting on a motion
to proceed to S. 4008. This is the bill
that would replenish the restaurant re-
vitalization fund for the 170,000 res-
taurants that were shut out of getting
funds when the program was first en-
acted. A hundred thousand got the re-
lief; 170,000 were shut out through no
fault of their own.

So this is a matter of basic fairness.
It is also a matter of need. These res-
taurants—many of which are ready to
go out of business—they need the
money to pay off their debts that they
took out to stay open, and they are
competing with restaurants next door
that have gotten that relief, and they
can’t compete on a level playing field.

This has been a bipartisan bill from
the beginning. We started with this
last August, a bipartisan group work-
ing on it. We have placed guardrails on
this bill. There is no double-dipping.
You can’t have both. The PPP money
has to be subtracted. It has to be used
for permitted uses such as paying down
your debt or construction of outdoor
seating or protective equipment. There
is pro rata reduction if there are not
enough funds that are appropriated so
we don’t have to come back again.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have printed in the RECORD let-
ters of support from the National Res-
taurant Association, Distilled Spirits
Council, American Bus Association,
National School Transportation Asso-
ciation, Minor League Teams and Com-
munity Gym Coalition. These are
groups that we have added that have
similar circumstances as the res-
taurants.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
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NATIONAL RESTAURANT ASSOCIATION,
May 18, 2022.

DEAR SENATORS CARDIN AND WICKER: The
Senate is expected to consider legislation
that would finally replenish the Restaurant
Revitalization Fund (RRF), a critical pro-
gram for a sector still struggling with pan-
demic-related debts and losses. On behalf of
the restaurants and the communities we sup-
port nationwide, we urge your full support.

The RRF has been a lifeline for restaurants
that received grants last year. Initially fund-
ed at $28 billion, the RRF worked as planned,
helping restaurants stay in business and
serve their communities. In fact, 92% of RRF
recipients said the grant helped them pay ex-
penses or debt that had accumulated since
the beginning of the pandemic, according to
National Restaurant Association research.

As you are aware, the RRF’s initial fund-
ing of $28 billion was quickly depleted, leav-
ing 177,000 restaurants that were promised
funds with nothing. While the restaurant in-
dustry appreciates Congress’ help in estab-
lishing the program, the outcome unfairly
pitted restaurants against each other in a
battle where Congress ultimately chose the
winners and losers.

The Senate has before it an opportunity to
right this wrong by passing S. 4008—the
Small Business COVID-19 Relief Act of 2022
to replenish the RRF and provide fairness
and equity to restaurants that have been
desperately waiting for help. Our research
shows that additional round of RRF grants
would be just as effective as the first. Nearly
50% of restaurant operators that did not re-
ceive RRF grants feel it’s unlikely that they
will stay in business, and 94% said a future
grant would enable them to retain or hire
back employees.

Two years into the pandemic, these 177,000
restaurants continue to struggle to survive
as inflation, increased food costs, a labor
shortage, and supply chain disruptions con-
tinue to place greater strains on them than
ever before. Unlike the nation’s overall econ-
omy, which is showing signs of improvement,
the restaurant industry is still down nearly
800,000 jobs and $300 billion in lost sales.

The RRF was born out of an emergency
and helped restaurants endure the disaster
brought on by government ordered shut-
downs and capacity restrictions. Replen-
ishing the RRF should still be considered an
emergency, no different than a hurricane,
tornado, or wildfires.

On behalf of restaurants across the coun-
try, we strongly support S. 4008—the Small
Business COVID-19 Relief Act of 2022 and
thank you for your tireless leadership to
shepherd this critical legislation through the
Senate so that restaurants can get back to
serving their local communities.

Sincerely,
SEAN KENNEDY,

Executive Vice President, Public Affairs,

National Restaurant Association.

Alabama Restaurant & Hospitality Asso-
ciation; Alaska Cabaret, Hotel, Restaurant &
Retailers Association; Arizona Restaurant
Association; Arkansas Hospitality Associa-
tion; California Restaurant Association; Col-
orado Restaurant Association; Connecticut
Restaurant Association; Delaware Res-
taurant Association; Restaurant Association
of Metropolitan Washington; Florida Res-
taurant & Lodging Association; Georgia Res-
taurant Association; Hawaii Restaurant As-
sociation; Idaho Lodging & Restaurant Asso-
ciation; Illinois Restaurant Association; In-
diana Restaurant & Lodging Association;
Iowa Restaurant Association; Kansas Res-
taurant & Hospitality Association; Kentucky
Restaurant Association; Louisiana Res-
taurant Association; Hospitality Maine; Res-
taurant Association of Maryland; Massachu-
setts Restaurant Association; Michigan Res-
taurant & Lodging Association; Hospitality
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Minnesota; Mississippi Hospitality & Res-
taurant Association; Missouri Restaurant
Association; Montana Restaurant Associa-
tion; Nebraska Hospitality Association; Ne-
vada Restaurant Association.

New Hampshire Lodging & Restaurant As-
sociation; New Jersey Restaurant & Hospi-
tality Association; New Mexico Restaurant
Association; New York State Restaurant As-
sociation; North Carolina Restaurant &
Lodging Association; North Dakota Hospi-
tality Association; Ohio Restaurant Associa-
tion; Oklahoma Restaurant Association; Or-
egon Restaurant & Lodging Association;
Pennsylvania Restaurant & Lodging Associa-
tion; Puerto Rico Restaurant Association;
Rhode Island Hospitality Association; South
Carolina Restaurant & Lodging Association;
South Dakota Retailers Association; Hospi-
tality Tennessee; Texas Restaurant Associa-
tion; Utah Restaurant Association; Vermont
Chamber of Commerce; Virginia Restaurant,
Lodging & Travel Association; Washington
Hospitality Association; West Virginia Hos-
pitality & Travel Association; Wisconsin
Restaurant Association; Wyoming Hospi-
tality & Travel Coalition.

DISTILLED SPIRITS COUNCIL
OF THE UNITED STATES,
May 18, 2022.
Subject: Support the Small Business COVID
Relief Act (S. 4008) on the Floor This
Week.

DEAR SENATORS: When the Small Business
COVID Relief Act of 2022 (S. 4008), comes to
the floor this week, we respectfully urge sup-
port for this important piece of COVID-19
economic relief legislation.

Among other things, this legislation would
replenish the Restaurant Revitalization
Fund (RRF) and provide critical funding to
allow the U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion to process the applications of eligible
entities that previously applied to the pro-
gram.

Demand for the Restaurant Revitalization
Fund far exceeded the initial tranche of
funding: More than 278,000 applications were
submitted to the program, but the U.S.
Small Business Administration was only
able to fund approximately 101,000. Hospi-
tality industry businesses like restaurants,
bars, and distilleries that depend on in-per-
son visitors face a long, uneven recovery
from the pandemic and these funds are crit-
ical to businesses across the country. Ac-
cording to research by the National Res-
taurant Association, the RRF saved more
than 900,000 jobs at restaurants that received
grants. Their estimates indicate that fully
funding the RRF will save more than 1.6 mil-
lion restaurant jobs still on the line.

Please support the recovery of the hospi-
tality industry by supporting additional
funds for the RRF and voting in favor of the
Small Business Covid Relief Act, S. 4008.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you
have any questions.

Sincerely,
KELLY POULSEN,

Vice President, Fed-
eral Government Re-
lations.

JESSICA BRADY,

Senior Director, Fed-
eral Government Re-
lations.

AMERICAN BUS ASSOCIATION.

The American Bus Association—the indus-
try leader advancing North American motor-
coach travel and tourism—released a state-
ment of support today of the Senate Small
Business Committee’s legislation to provide
COVID relief to restaurants and other small
businesses.
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This vital legislation will help a still
struggling motorcoach industry, by provide
an additional $2 billion for grant funding to
the Coronavirus Economic Relief for Trans-
portation Services (CERTS) program for
motorcoaches, school buses and passenger
vessels. In addition, this legislation would
treat the CERTS grants like all other pan-
demic aid programs by exempting the grants
from treatment as income.

‘“According to independent research, the
motorcoach industry recorded an 82.6 per-
cent loss of business in 2020, a 60 percent loss
in 2021 and continues to operate well below
pre-COVID levels because of the pandemic,”
said Peter Pantuso, ABA President & CEO.
‘“While we saw limited recovery over the
past couple of years, the Delta and Omicron
variants significantly slowed down recovery.
We are not like to see full recovery until at
least 2023 or 2024.”’

““This industry is not asking for a govern-
ment handout,” said Pantuso. ‘“‘But we need
a bridge to help our industry survive the
pandemic. Nearly half of the motorcoach
companies have closed over the last two
years, mostly small family and minority
businesses, and America can’t afford for us
to lose more.”

The American Bus Association thanks Sen-
ator Cardin (D-MD) and Senator Wicker (R—
MS) for their hard work in crafting this im-
portant legislation and for their commit-
ment to help the nation’s small businesses
recover from this pandemic. The American
Bus Association urges all Senators to sup-
port the Cardin—Wicker proposal when it
comes up for a vote as an amendment to the
COVID Health Supplemental.

ABOUT THE AMERICAN BUS ASSOCIATION

The American Bus Association (ABA) is
the trade organization of the intercity bus
industry, with more than 1,000 motorcoach
and tour company members in the United
States and Canada. Its members operate
charter, tour, regular route, airport express,
special operations, and contract services.
Another 2,800 members are travel and tour-
ism organizations and suppliers of bus prod-
ucts and services who work in partnership
with the North American motorcoach indus-
try.

NATIONAL SCHOOL
TRANSPORTATION ASSOCIATION,
April 1, 2022.
STATEMENT OF THE NATIONAL SCHOOL TRANS-

PORTATION ASSOCIATION IN SUPPORT OF THE

CARDIN-WICKER AMENDMENT TO THE COVID

HEALTH SUPPLEMENTAL

The National School Transportation Asso-
ciation (NSTA) supports the Cardin-Wicker
planned amendment to the Covid Health
Supplemental to provide an additional $2 bil-
lion to the CERTS relief program, as well as
make CERTS grants tax-exempt.

NSTA is the leading resource for school
bus transportation solutions and the voice
for private contractors for over 55 years. We
are a membership organization for school
bus contract-operators engaged primarily in
transporting students to and from school and
school-related activities. Members range
from small family businesses serving one
school district, to large corporations oper-
ating tens of thousands of buses across mul-
tiple states. Regardless of size, our operators
are staunchly committed to the safe and effi-
cient transportation of our nation’s school-
children. Private school bus contractors ac-
count for 38 percent of the nation’s pupil
transportation services and employ more
than 250,000 individuals as bus drivers, me-
chanics, maintenance workers, dispatch, and
office workers.

Daily, almost 26 million K-12 students are
transported by an estimated 480,000 yellow
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school buses. Every day, the lives of these
children are entrusted to certified school
transportation professionals, who have re-
ceived special training and have the experi-
ence to ensure the safe transport of students.
School buses remain the safest way to trans-
port a child to-and-from school, and school-
related activities, as they are the most regu-
lated form of transportation. Students are
significantly safer riding to and from school
in a school bus than walking, riding bikes, or
riding/driving in their family car. The num-
ber of fatalities of school age children trav-
eling to and from school, per 100 million ve-
hicle miles traveled (VMT), is 70 times high-
er in passenger vehicles than in school buses.

School bus companies suffered tremendous
losses during the pandemic as schools closed
and many districts refused to pay school bus
contractors. NSTA estimates that 60 percent
of school districts did not pay contractors
during school closures, despite expressing
the desire to have the contractor keep their
valued employees and be ready to restart
transportation on a moment’s notice. The
CERTS program was crucial to help school
bus contractors stay viable and continue to
employ our valued employees, however, the
CERTS program was initially appropriated
at $2 billion. The Department of Treasury re-
ceived applications from companies totaling
over $8 billion in revenue losses from 2019-
2020. This figure does not include additional
revenue losses our companies incurred in
2021 as the pandemic still kept many schools
shut down for much of last year as well.

The amendment also includes a provision
to provide tax exemption for CERTS relief
grants, consistent with other Covid relief
programs, such as the Paycheck Protection
Program, restaurant and venue relief pro-
grams. While we deeply appreciate the
CERTS grant funds designed as emergency
relief due to the devastating impacts of the
pandemic on our businesses, CERTS funds
should be treated the same as other covid re-
lief when it comes to taxes.

NSTA strongly supports the amendment to
provide critical additional funds and tax re-
lief to help school bus companies continue to
recover, so that we can provide safe and effi-
cient school bus transportation to the na-
tion’s schoolchildren.

APRIL 5, 2022.

DEAR MAJORITY LEADER SCHUMER, MINOR-
ITY LEADER MCCONNELL, SPEAKER PELOSI,
AND MINORITY LEADER MCCARTHY: On behalf
of professional minor league sports teams
across the country, we are writing in support
of the amendment to the COVID-19 supple-
mental bill offered by Senators Ben Cardin
and Roger Wicker to provide much-needed
relief for our teams. Teams in leagues across
the spectrum of sports have lost tens of mil-
lions of dollars since the outset of the
COVID-19 pandemic, and action is des-
perately needed now to protect these small
businesses and safeguard their vital eco-
nomic contributions to communities across
the nation.

The first year of the pandemic was particu-
larly devastating for professional minor
league sports teams, with many losing more
than 90 percent of their revenue during this
first year alone as a result of mandated clo-
sures. These financial losses were com-
pounded by challenges in year two including
limited attendance, canceled games, and in-
creased costs as teams worked to operate
safely during the pandemic. As we enter year
three of the pandemic, teams continue to
grapple with decreased consumer confidence
as a result of the COVID-19 variants, which
is impacting ticket sales for the upcoming
minor league baseball season and causing
postponements and cancelations for the 2021-
2022 minor league hockey season. So far this
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season, approximately 100 games have been
postponed or canceled across the professional
minor hockey leagues.

Our teams were excluded from previous re-
lief packages enacted by Congress and there-
fore did not receive the help that was made
available to other small businesses in the
live entertainment industry. Unfortunately,
our situation is only worsening as a result of
the Omicron variant. While we had hoped to
be past the pandemic at this point, per-
sisting variants have demonstrated that the
pandemic is not yet over.

Research generally suggests that the pres-
ence of minor league sports teams is associ-
ated with an increase in per capita incomes,
which often may stem from teams gener-
ating new spending by out-of-area visitors
and encouraging residents to spend inside
the local economy. Minor league sports fran-
chises are pillars of the community and as-
sets that our cities and industries need, not
only for the economic impact they make on
their communities and for the significant
charitable efforts made in their markets, but
also for their ability to draw in a strong
workforce of individuals who call their cities
home, and these small businesses continue to
struggle to stay afloat in the absence of re-
lief from Congress.

Our teams have been left behind and des-
perately need help now. We ask that you sup-
port the Cardin-Wicker amendment to pro-
vide critical relief for professional minor
league sports teams in the COVID-19 supple-
mental. We appreciate your consideration of
this request and your continued support of
our teams.

Sincerely,

Jason Freier, Executive Board Member,
Minor League Baseball, Reid Ryan, Ex-
ecutive Board Member, Minor League
Baseball, Scott Howson, President and
Chief Executive Officer, American
Hockey League, Doug Price, Commis-
sioner, Southern Professional Hockey
League, Chad Volpe, Executive Board
Member, Minor League Baseball, Ken
Babby, Executive Board Member,
Minor League Baseball, Ryan Crelin,
Commissioner ECHL, Alec Papadakis,
Chief Executive Officer, United Soccer
League, Joshua Schaub, Commissioner,
American Association of Professional
Baseball, Steve Tahsler, Deputy Com-
missioner, Frontier League of Profes-
sional Baseball, Dan Moushon, Presi-
dent, Appalachian League, Rick White,
President, Atlantic League of Profes-
sional Baseball, Mike Shapiro, Presi-
dent, Pioneer Baseball League.

COMMUNITY GYMS COALITION
AND THRSA,
May 17, 2022.

On behalf of America’s more than 40,000 fit-
ness facilities fighting to foster and
strengthen Americans’ health and fitness,
the Community Gyms Coalition

(CGC) and IHRSA, the global health and
fitness association, enthusiastically endorse
S. 4008, the Small Business COVID Relief Act
of 2022, and call on Congress to enact it as
soon as possible.

COVID-19, and almost every state’s re-
sponse to it, has devastated America’s gyms
and fitness facilities. As of December, more
than 25 percent of fitness facilities in the
U.S.—including 30 percent of studios—have
closed permanently. Operators have suffered
revenue losses of over $29.2 billion. These fig-
ures have undoubtedly increased, leaving
tens of thousands of operators struggling
under debts taken on so that they could con-
tinue improving Americans’ health and fit-
ness.

Federal programs to support small busi-
nesses struggling due to COVID-19 have
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proven to be of little benefit for most fitness
facilities, leaving them little opportunity to
recover from the initial shutdowns and re-
strictions. The Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram (PPP) and Economic Injury Disaster
Loans (EIDL) do not meet the cost struc-
tures of fitness facilities. The Targeted EIDL
Advance, the Supplemental Targeted Ad-
vance, and state-level grant programs have
not provided nearly the funding necessary to
keep many owners and operators from clos-
ing their facilities due to accrued debt and
deferred rent or mortgage payments.

Due to these circumstances, gyms and fit-
ness facilities still require specific support in
order to offer their essential services. S. 4008
provides this support by establishing the
Gym and Fitness Center Recovery Fund to
dispense grants to distressed fitness facili-
ties, and appropriating $2 billion for that
purpose. Publicly-traded companies, facili-
ties with pandemic-related revenue losses
less than 25 percent, and facilities which
offer golf, hunting, sailing, shooting, or
riding are expressly ineligible.

Gyms and fitness facilities, much like res-
taurants and other industries reliant on
physical presence, were directly harmed by
government-mandated closures and restric-
tions. Though gyms have suffered the same
hardships as similarly affected businesses,
they have not yet received effective aid. The
Small Business COVID Relief Act would cor-
rect this oversight, saving thousands of
gyms and fitness facilities across the coun-
try from bankruptcy.

We commend Senator Cardin and Senator
Wicker for introducing the Small Business
COVID Relief Act, and we urge every senator
to support its passage. There is nothing more
important than safeguarding the health and
fitness of all Americans.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I know
that there are Members who want to
target this and so do we. We believe
that we will be able to bring the cost of
this bill down, but we first need to get
on the bill.

I particularly want to thank Senator
WICKER and Senator COLLINS and Sen-
ator MURKOWSKI for giving us sugges-
tions, and we are going to permit
amendments on this bill to bring its
cost down.

Senator MANCHIN has made a specific
suggestion on making sure we
prioritize the payment of debt.

We also believe we can target this to
the small businesses that need it the
most.

I want to thank Senator OSSOFF. I
want to thank Senator MURPHY. I want
to thank Senator KING, our Presiding
Officer there, and so many of our other
Members who have been working with
us in order to get this bill to the finish
line.

I would urge my colleagues to vote
for the motion to proceed. This is a clo-
ture; this is not the final passage. This
is to get on the bill so we can take up
amendments, target it to those small
businesses that desperately need it.

We have offsets in the bill. It is a re-
sponsible bill. It needs to be passed. It
carries out our commitment, and I
would urge our colleagues to support
the legislation.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on an-
other important issue, small businesses
across the country are still reeling
from the pandemic. And as the Nation
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finally begins to emerge from 2 years of
lockdowns, our small business commu-
nity is facing another set of challenges:
supply shortages and inflation.

Later today, the Senate is expected
to vote on legislation that would help
restaurants, gyms, minor league
teams, and other small businesses find
solid footing after years of unprece-
dented disruptions. These small busi-
nesses are the lifeblood of our commu-
nities, whether it be in Chicago, my
hometown of Springfield, or other
towns across Illinois.

This bipartisan package would make
sure that they can continue to recover
and create jobs in their communities—
because we know that, when these
businesses struggle, our communities
struggle. I have heard from small busi-
ness owners throughout Illinois who
want to keep workers on the payroll
and provide a space for people to come
together, but they need our help to get
to the other side of the pandemic.

That is exactly the situation Kevin
Cary is in. He owns Begyle Brewing in
Chicago and is one of the hundreds of
thousands of business owners in Amer-
ica who has tried to do everything
right during this pandemic. He fol-
lowed the rules when Chicago’s COVID
precautions forced him to temporarily
close his doors he has kept his
staff employed throughout the pan-
demic; and he has braced through mul-
tiple waves of COVID—from Alpha to
Omicron, which infected his staff, and
forced him to keep his doors closed
through the holiday season, a big time
for business.

And Kevin is still doing his part to be
a good neighbor. Even with the pres-
sures of inflation, he has held off on
raising prices because, in his words,
“we’re a community-supported brew-
ery. I personally have a problem with
charging more [I] would rather
fight pressures on cost than . . . raise
prices on consumers.’’

But there is only so much business
owners like Kevin can do on their own.
Without additional relief, the prospects
are bleak. Replenishing the Restaurant
Revitalization Fund would allow Kevin
to pay Begyle’s bills that are past due,
help him afford increasing supply
costs, and enable him employ more Illi-
noisans. But most importantly, Kevin
will be able to have the peace of mind
that his business—which supports him,
his wife, and his one-year old daugh-
ter—will keep its doors open.

Our favorite small businesses and
restaurants bring us together. They
have done their part to help us get
through the pandemic, and now it is
time for us to help them. I want to
thank Senators WICKER and CARDIN, as
well as many other colleagues on both
sides of the aisle, for their work on this
bipartisan package. I hope more of my
Republican colleagues will join us in
passing this much-needed relief for
small businesses in our communities.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, now 2
years after the start of COVID, our
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country has come very far, but it
would be a dreadful mistake to think
the work is done.

Today, the Senate should vote to
move forward to give America’s res-
taurants, local gyms, minor league
teams, and other small businesses a
much-needed lifeline. We will give our
restaurants a much-needed lifeline to
get back on their feet after the pan-
demic.

Our restaurants and small businesses
are suffering. They need help. This bill
says help is on the way.

These restaurants are the beating
hearts of our communities. We are not
talking about huge restaurants. They
are not big venues with big publicity.

The restaurants we are talking about
are family-owned restaurants, family-
owned businesses, where Americans
have always come together. They are
the beating hearts of our communities.

To have banks foreclose on these
places because they are struggling with
loans left over from COVID when they
were forced to close would be a trag-
edy—a tragedy for jobs lost, for the
communities affected, and for creating
future prosperity.

So the Senate should be leaping into
action to support our restaurants and
small businesses.

I want to thank the diligent, per-
sistent work by the great Senator from
Maryland, BEN CARDIN—the work he
has done.

I want to thank his partner, Senator
WICKER. This is a bipartisan bill.

And to just debate how we can help
these vital parts of the American econ-
omy, these vital parts of American
communities, is not too much to ask.

I urge both sides of the aisle for a
strong yes vote.

I yield the floor.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 344, S. 4008,
a bill to provide COVID relief for res-
taurants, gyms, minor league sports teams,
border businesses, live venue service pro-
viders, exclave businesses, and providers of
transportation services.

Charles E. Schumer, Benjamin L. Cardin,

Tammy Duckworth, John Ww.
Hickenlooper, Gary C. Peters, Ron
Wyden, Elizabeth Warren, Jacky

Rosen, Mark Kelly, Ben Ray Lujan,
Catherine Cortez Masto, Robert P.
Casey, Jr., Tammy Baldwin, Mazie K.
Hirono, Maria Cantwell, Chris Van Hol-
len, Margaret Wood Hassan.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the motion to
proceed to S. 4008, a bill to provide
COVID relief for restaurants, gyms,
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minor league sports teams, border busi-
nesses, live venue service providers,
exclave businesses, and providers of
transportation services, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the
Senator from Nevada (Ms. ROSEN), and
the Senator from Maryland (Mr. VAN
HOLLEN) are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Iowa (Ms. ERNST) and the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52,
nays 43, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 192 Leg.]

YEAS—52
Baldwin Heinrich Peters
Bennet Hickenlooper Reed
Blumenthal Hirono Sanders
Blunt Kaine Schatz
Booker Kelly Schumer
Cantwell King Shaheen
Cardin Klobuchar Sinema
Carper Leahy Smith
Casey Lujan . Stabenow
Cassidy Manchin
Collins Markey Tester
Coons Menendez Warner
Cortez Masto Merkley Warnock
Duckworth Murkowski Warren
Durbin Murphy Whitehouse
Feinstein Murray Wicker
Gillibrand Ossoff Wyden
Hassan Padilla
NAYS—43

Barrasso Hagerty Romney
Blackburn Hawley Rounds
Boozman Hoeven Rubio
Braun Hyde-Smith Sasse
Bur%“ Inhofe Scott (FL)
Capito Johnson Scott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Shelby
Cotton Lankford Sullivan
Cramer Lee Th

. une
Crapo Lummis Tillis
Cruz McConnell
Daines Moran TOOmeY
Fischer Paul Tuberville
Graham Portman Young
Grassley Risch

NOT VOTING—5

Brown Marshall Van Hollen
Ernst Rosen

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 52, the nays are 43.

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the
affirmative, the motion is rejected.

——
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 855, Steph-
anie Dawkins Davis, of Michigan, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the Sixth
Circuit.

Charles E. Schumer, Cory A. Booker,
Tammy Baldwin, Patrick J. Leahy,
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Patty Murray, Tina Smith, Sheldon
Whitehouse, John W. Hickenlooper,
Gary C. Peters, Benjamin L. Cardin,
Jeanne Shaheen, Jon Tester, Richard
J. Durbin, Catherine Cortez Masto,
Mazie XK. Hirono, Amy Klobuchar,
Maria Cantwell.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Stephanie Dawkins Davis, of Michi-
gan, to be United States Circuit Judge
for the Sixth Circuit, shall be brought
to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the
Senator from New Hampshire (Ms. HAS-
SAN), the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
ROSEN), the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN), and the Senator
from Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) are
necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Indiana (Mr. BRAUN), the Senator
from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), the Sen-
ator from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER),
the Senator from Iowa (Ms. ERNST), the
Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE),
the Senator from Kansas (Mr. MAR-
SHALL), the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN), the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN), the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS), the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS), and the
Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
TILLIS) would have voted ‘‘nay’” and
the Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG)
would have voted ‘‘nay.”

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 48,
nays 36, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 193 Leg.]

YEAS—48
Baldwin Heinrich Ossoff
Bennet Hickenlooper Padilla
Blumenthal Hirono Peters
Booker Kaine Reed
Cantwell Kelly Sanders
Cardin King Schatz
Carper Klobuchar Schumer
Casey Leahy Sinema
Collins Lujan Smith
Coons Manchin Stabenow
Cortez Masto Markey Tester
Duckworth Menendez Warner
Durbin Merkley Warnock
Feinstein Murkowski Warren
Gillibrand Murphy Whitehouse
Graham Murray Wyden

NAYS—36
Barrasso Grassley Risch
Blackburn Hagerty Romney
Blunt Hawley Rubio
Boozman Hoeven Sasse
Burr Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Capito Johnson Scott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Shelby
Cotton Lankford Sullivan
Crapo Lee Thune
Cruz Lummis Toomey
Daines McConnell Tuberville
Fischer Paul Wicker



May 19, 2022
NOT VOTING—16

Braun Inhofe Shaheen
Brown Marshall Tillis
Cassidy Moran Van Hollen
Cramer Portman Young
Ernst Rosen
Hassan Rounds
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

LUJAN). On this vote, the yeas are 48,
the nays are 36.
The motion was agreed to.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Stephanie
Dawkins Davis, of Michigan, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the
Sixth Circuit.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
DEATH OF SHIREEN ABU AKLEH

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I join
Secretary Blinken in calling for a thor-
ough, impartial investigation of the
tragic death of widely respected Pales-
tinian-American journalist Shireen
Abu AKleh, in the Jenin refugee camp
on May 4. According to press reports,
Israel has already launched an inves-
tigation. Some Members of Congress
have called for the FBI to be involved.
I echo that recommendation. The in-
vestigation will also require the par-
ticipation of Palestinian authorities.
Too often, shootings of unarmed civil-
ians in the occupied territories have
gone unpunished. This must not be one
of those cases.

In addition, Israeli authorities must
hold accountable those who were re-
sponsible for, and participated in, the
chaos that erupted during Ms. Abu
AKkleh’s funeral procession, when
Israeli police beat mourners with ba-
tons, including the pallbearers, causing
them to momentarily drop one end of
the casket. The explanation provided
by Israeli police officials, that mourn-
ers had been chanting nationalist slo-
gans and waving Palestinian flags, in
no way justifies their lack of judgment,
disrespect, and use of unnecessary
force in what should have been a sol-
emn, peaceful procession deserving of
their protection.

——
ALAA ABDEL FATTAH

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, last
month, dozens of HEgyptian political
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prisoners, including journalists, opposi-
tion activists, and lawmakers, were re-
leased from pretrial detention—the
second group since July last year.
These individuals had been behind bars
on charges of spreading fake news and
collaborating with a terrorist organiza-
tion, accusations that are frequently
used to silence critics of the al Sisi
government.

These releases were welcome news,
but thousands of other opposition fig-
ures remain behind bars for acts of free
speech and association that are not
crimes under international law. One of
those is Alaa Abdel Fattah, a blogger,
software developer, and political activ-
ist who is also a British citizen, who
has already spent years in prison. He is
now reportedly in his 6th week of a
hunger strike to protest the inhumane
conditions he and other prisoners are
forced to endure.

Mr. Abdel Fattah was arrested in
September 2019, along with his lawyer,
Mohamed El1 Bager, while on a 5-year
probation period after his conviction
for the non-crime of spreading ‘‘fake
news,”’ requiring him to spend 12 hours
of each day at a police station. He had
been released only 6 months earlier
after spending 4 years behind bars.

He received a 5-year sentence last De-
cember after spending more than 2
years in pre-trial detention. He has re-
portedly been denied access to reading
and writing material and has not been
exposed to sunlight in months. Visita-
tion with a single family member is
limited to a mere 20 minutes per
month.

The Egyptian Government has point-
ed to the lifting of the longstanding
emergency law in October and the re-
lease of a new human rights strategy
as evidence of progress. Compared to
nothing, that is arguably true. But as
long as people like Mr. Abdel Fattah
are denied due process and treated in
ways reminiscent of the Middle Ages, it
is hard to take seriously Egypt’s new
“human rights strategy.”

Egypt is an important ally of the
United States. We share a common in-
terest in a peaceful Middle East. But
on human rights we have profound dif-
ferences. I urge the Egyptian authori-
ties to match their words with actions.
A serious human rights strategy would
include repealing laws that are used to
criminalize speech and association,
real consequences for ignoring max-
imum limits on pre-trial detention, and
protections of the rights of prisoners. A
good first step would be the immediate
release of Mr. Abdel Fattah, who never
should have been arrested in the first
place.

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

————
VOTE EXPLANATION
e Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, as
my colleagues know, last weekend, I

experienced a minor stroke in the form
of a small venous tear at the back of
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my head and, out of an abundance of
caution, have been following my doc-
tor’s advice to remain under observa-
tion and rest for a few days. I am
grateful for the warm wishes I have re-
ceived from my colleagues and con-
stituents from across Maryland and the
excellent care of the medical team at
George Washington University Hos-
pital. Following my doctor’s orders, I'1l
begin to ease back into my schedule.

Had I been present to vote today, 1
would have voted in favor of the crit-
ical package of aid for Ukraine. The
people of Ukraine continue to stand up
to Vladimir Putin’s unprovoked at-
tack, and today’s aid package will de-
liver military and humanitarian aid to
strengthen their forces and care for ref-
ugees. There was no reason to delay
this crucial support, and I am glad it
has finally passed.

I would have also voted in support of
today’s bill to deliver much-needed re-
lief to restaurants and small businesses
in Maryland and across the country
who are still recovering from the
COVID-19 pandemic. I hear regularly
from these businesses, who have
worked hard to stay afloat and con-
tinue to struggle through no fault of
their own. America’s restaurants are at
the center of their communities, and
we must support them through this un-
precedented time. I am disappointed
that many of my Republican colleagues
voted against proceeding today, and we
once again saw the damage of the fili-
buster to progress for the American
people. I will continue to work to per-
suade my colleagues of the urgency of
this support.

I look forward to returning soon to
work alongside you all for the people of
my great State of Maryland.e

———

SMALL BUSINESS COVID RELIEF
ACT

Mr. OSSOFF. Mr. President, res-
taurants in Georgia have been among
the small businesses worst hit by the
COVID-19 pandemic, and I am working
every day to help them recover and
thrive. Today, I voted that the Senate
should proceed to debate S. 4008, the
Small Business COVID Relief Act, leg-
islation intended to help businesses im-
pacted by COVID-19, including small,
independent restaurants that were un-
able previously to access emergency re-
lief via the Restaurant Revitalization
Fund.

However, should the Senate proceed
to debate this measure, as I voted
today that we should, the bill should be
amended such that it is well targeted
and more fiscally responsible in order
to earn my support in a vote on final
passage. While I support this legisla-
tion’s aims—helping small businesses,
especially small and independent res-
taurants—and while I believe we should
proceed to debate it, I would oppose it
in its present form should such modi-
fications not be adopted.

I appreciate the support of the bill’s
lead sponsor, Senator CARDIN, who has
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committed to work with me to ensure
this bill is tailored to help the small,
independent neighborhood restaurants
most in need of help in a fiscally re-
sponsible way.

——

CONFIRMATION OF BARBARA A.
LEAF

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I
rise in support of Ambassador Barbara
Leaf to be Assistant Secretary of State
for Near Eastern Affairs.

It has been almost 400 days since
President Biden announced this nomi-
nation to one of the most critical re-
gions in the world when it comes to
U.S. foreign policy interests. It is un-
conscionable that the post has re-
mained vacant for so long.

Since her hearing at the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee, the region
has only become more complicated.
Libya has been stuck in a stalemate
since failed elections. In Tunisia, the
President sacked the Prime Minister
and suspended Parliament in a coup
against democratically elected rep-
resentatives. ISIS remains active in
Syria, attacking a prison with guns
and car bombs to free extremists ear-
lier this year. A fragile ceasefire in
Yemen followed blatant attacks on the
UAE and Saudi Arabia by Iranian-
backed Houthis using drones and mis-
siles. Our staunch ally Israel is fending
off rocket attacks. Iran is engaging in
brinksmanship as negotiations drag on
over its nuclear program, which has
the potential to transform the balance
of power in the region. And the Russian
war against Ukraine has set off a major
global food security crisis across Africa
and the Middle East, adding to an al-
ready strained humanitarian situation
in parts of the region.

Meanwhile, there are opportunities
to seize. Our diplomacy in the Negev
Summit process is as important as
ever. Elections in Lebanon, govern-
ment formation in Irag—they are all
developments that require deft Amer-
ican diplomacy.

These are some of the most impor-
tant issues we confront in American
foreign policy. We must have our A-
team in place to advance American
leadership and values. And no one is
better suited for this job than Barbara
Leaf, a dedicated public servant who
devoted her career to the Foreign Serv-
ice.

She has served as our Ambassador to
the United Arab Emirates and Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State for the
Arabian Peninsula in the Bureau of
Near Eastern Affairs. She directed the
critical Basrah U.S. Provincial Recon-
struction Team on the ground in Iraq,
and she was the Department’s first Di-
rector of the Office of Iranian Affairs.
She speaks Arabic, French, Italian, and
Serbo-Croatian.

She currently works as the Special
Assistant to the President and Senior
Director for Middle East and North Af-
rica Affairs on the National Security
Council. She is up to speed and ready
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to hit the ground running as Assistant
Secretary of State for Near Eastern Af-
fairs.

The Senate’s failure to confirm Am-
bassador Leaf earlier left a critical
post vacant and the United States
without a strong and powerful advo-
cate for our Nation’s interests across
the Middle East and around the world.
It is long past time for Ambassador
Leaf to be in her Senate-confirmed role
advancing our interests. I am pleased
that Assistant Secretary Leaf can now
begin to tackle the many challenges
that await her.

———
VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, had
there been a recorded vote, I would
have voted no on the confirmations of
Executive Calendar No. 907, S. Lane
Tucker, of Alaska, to be United States
Attorney for the District of Alaska or
the term of four years; Executive Cal-
endar No. 916, Rachelle L. Crowe, of Il-
linois, to be United States Attorney for
the Southern District of Illinois for the
term of four years; Executive Calendar
No. 917, Jesse A. Laslovich, of Mon-
tana, to be United States Attorney for
the District of Montana for the term of
four years; Executive Calendar No. 918,
Alexander M.M. Uballez, of New Mex-
ico, to be United States Attorney for
the District of New Mexico for the
term of four years.

———

RECOGNIZING THE GLOBAL MED-
ICAL RESPONSE STARS OF LIFE
AWARD RECIPIENTS

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, in honor
of EMS Week, I rise to recognize the 57
Global Medical Response Stars of Life
award recipients for 2020 through 2022.

Heroic acts by EMS professionals
happen every day across the globe. In
the State of Missouri, Global Medical
Response has two ground ambulance
operations and 12 air ambulance oper-
ations stationed strategically to best
support our rural communities. Every
day, these professionals are called
upon, but two instances come to mind
that truly illustrate their dedication.

In November of 2020, the air evac
lifeteam flight crew—F1light Nurse Lisa
Pittman, Flight Paramedic Rayna
Periman, and Pilot Randy Varady—out
of Perryville were called to action and,
within minutes, were at the bedside of
a senior diagnosed with an abdominal
aortic aneurysm. When time mattered
most, this care team made the dif-
ference in saving a life.

In February 2021, a high school stu-
dent driving home from football prac-
tice was broadsided by a speeding semi-
truck. This time, Flight Paramedic
Eric Schowe and Flight Nurse Steph-
anie McMillan were ready at a mo-
ment’s notice to provide life sustaining
care on board the EMS helicopter to
help this student beat the odds.

Each year, the American Ambulance
Association—AAA—honors and cele-
brates the most distinguished of Emer-
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gency Medical Services professionals
for their acts of service, dedication to
their communities, and commitment
to excellence through the Stars of Life
program. Global Medical Response, a
member of the AAA and the world’s
largest provider of emergent and non-
emergent medical transportation and
healthcare services, recognizes an elite
group of individuals, ranging from
emergency medical technicians and
paramedics, to fire service profes-
sionals, nurses, dispatch specialists,
and highly-skilled aviators.

To be a Stars of Life award recipient
means to go above and beyond the call
of duty. It means being ready to help a
stranger, both on the ground and in the
air with the care they need at that mo-
ment. It means always doing what is
right for the patient, in every cir-
cumstance. To be a Star means to show
compassion in the most difficult and
humbling moments of a person’s life.
For some, it means making the ulti-
mate sacrifice.

It is important to remember the ones
who are no longer with us but left an
indelible mark of excellence on the
world. May we never forget their her-
oism, acts of kindness, and unselfish
sacrifice that not only made a dif-
ference to the people they helped, but
also a lasting impression on the entire
Emergency Medical Services commu-
nity. To their families and dearest
loved ones, may you feel peace in
knowing their lives will never be for-
gotten.

The Global Medical Response Stars of
Life award recipients and all members
of the Emergency Medical Services
community at large are a shining light
in our post-pandemic world and must
be recognized as so. As such, I respect-
fully request that each of them be in-
cluded in today’s record, to honor their
immense contributions and unwavering
loyalty to their community while pro-
viding care to the world at a moment’s
notice.

Lauryn Allgood, Flight Nurse of Opelousas,
LA

Brad Andrews, EMT of Tucson, AZ

Olga Borozinski, Flight Nurse of Las
Vegas, NV

Loretta Burton, Paramedic of Youngstown,
OH

Larry Cardwell, Flight Paramedic of Sac-
ramento, CA

Destiny Carter,
Springs, CO

Luke Combs, Pilot of Rosebud, SD

Mathew Cox, Paramedic of Stockton, CA

Amira Drakes, EMT of Trinidad & Tobago

Ismael Esparza, Paramedic of Palm
Springs, CA

Peter Gauna, EMT of Stafford, AZ

Holly Griswold, Operations Supervisor of
Cochise County, AZ

Scott Hedrick, Paramedic of Evansville, IN

Clifford Jacks, Paramedic of Concord, CA

Adam Martin, Paramedic of Buffalo, NY

Bryan McKeon, Paramedic of Monterey,
CA

Will Moser, Regional Manager of Clinical
Practices of Juneau, AK

Diana Priego, Flight Nurse of Sacramento,
CA

Mathew Scott, Base Pilot Supervisor of
Eagle Pass, TX

Mary Springer, LMS National Adminis-
trator of North Charleston, SC

Paramedic of Colorado
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Rain Swift, RN & EMT of Aiea, HI

James Tarver, Assistant Operations Super-
visor of Natchez, MS

Wendy Unmacht, Paramedic of Nashville,
TN

Joshua Young, Flight Respiratory Thera-
pist of Perrysburg, OH

Carlos Valdez Acosta-Meza, Paramedic Su-
pervisor of San Diego County, CA

Micheline Allaire Clement, Flight Nurse of
Ypsilanti, MI

Renata Baboolal, EMT of Trinidad and To-
bago

Frank Berlanga, Paramedic of Nashville,
TN

Darla Biggerstaff, Paramedic of Waco, TX

Lance Blythe, Flight Paramedic of Fayette
County, GA

Jeffery Boyd, Operations Supervisor of
Linn County, KS

Eric Bradshaw, Firefighter/Paramedic of
Knoxville, TN

Kyle Brule,
Mountain, GA

James Burns, EMT of Seattle, WA

Pete Carlson, Paramedic Field Training
Officer of Multnomah and Josephine coun-
ties, OR

Jason Dau, Flight Nurse of Kotzebue, AK

Dubravka Frost, Paramedic of Contra
Costa County, CA

Michael Gibson, Flight Nurse of Salinas,
CA

Cathy Heikes, Flight Nurse of Dodge City,
KS

Kimberly Hiner, EMT of Hemet, CA

Brooke Holoubek, Flight Nurse of Napa,
CA

Franchon Jackson, Dispatch Communica-
tions Supervisor of Jackson, MS

Bryanna Johnson, Base Clinical
Lead of Harrisburg, IL

Daniel MacDowell, Reserve Firefighter of
Grants Pass, OR

Cassandra Moreno, EMT of Tucson, AZ

Nicole Piazza, Paramedic of West Hartford,
CcT

Jack Rathgeber,
Alamogordo, NM

KC Robbins,
Macomb, IL

Dylan Schoch, Paramedic of Prescott, AZ

Robert Sebree, Paramedic of Ventura
County, CA

Lauren Van Damme, Fixed Wing Pilot of
Greenville, SC

Mario Vialpando, Field Training Officer of
Pueblo, CO

Lauri Wempen, Flight Paramedic of Riv-
erton, WY

Todd Wobbe, Paramedic of Belleville, IL

Posthumous Honors

Jacob Dindinger, EMT of Tucson, AZ

Clifford Fontaine, AEMT of Las Vegas, NV

William Levi, AEMT of Las Vegas, NV

————

TRIBUTE TO REAR ADMIRAL SARA
JOYNER

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, I rise
today to wish to recognize and con-
gratulate Rear Admiral Sara Joyner of
the U.S. Navy on her faithful service to
our Nation as the Department of the
Navy’s Chief of Legislative Affairs
from May 2020 to May 2022.

An amazing leader and warfighter,
Rear Admiral Joyner demonstrated
outstanding commitment to strength-
ening the Navy’s relationship with the
Members of Congress during a turbu-
lent time for our country and institu-
tions as the world navigated a global
pandemic that fundamentally changed
the way we all interact, communicate,

Lead Paramedic of Stone

Nurse

Field Supervisor of

Paramedic Supervisor of
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and live. As COVID-19 brought some
organizations to a complete stand-still,
Rear Admiral Joyner found new and in-
novative ways to keep open the lines of
communication between the Depart-
ment of the Navy and Congress, ensur-
ing that the work we do on behalf of
the Nation, our sailors, marines and
their families went on.

As the first woman ever to command
a Super Hornet squadron and then Car-
rier Air Wing, with a career legacy of
breaking down barriers, it is no sur-
prise Rear Admiral Joyner brings te-
nacity to any job, a quality both nec-
essary and appreciated here on Capitol
Hill. She understood the importance of
maintaining a strong partnership be-
tween senior Navy leadership and the
Hill, and never shied away from tough
conversations. With enormous pride,
she shared the wonderful stories and
accomplishments of our sailors and
marines, while also representing the
Navy with professionalism and grace
when the news was not good and, at
times even heartbreaking.

Rear Admiral Joyner has a clear-
eyed understanding of our Nation’s re-
surgent adversaries and the future im-
plications for our maritime forces, spe-
cifically about the Columbia-class,
shipbuilding, maintenance, and tech-
nology; a great spirit, she was fond of
laughing about how a naval aviator
could spend so much time talking
about submarines. Her team is the rea-
son senior Navy leaders are always well
prepared in hearings, calls, and brief-
ings.

Rear Admiral Joyner’s team has
worked tirelessly to educate the Mem-
bers of Congress and our staff on the
challenging issues facing the Depart-
ment of the Navy, support hearings on
vital issues, ensure the annual Na-
tional Defense Authorization Acts are
thoughtfully developed, as well as as-
sist with providing diligence to the
countless requests for assistance from
our constituents. Her liaisons escorted
congressional delegations on travel
around the world with professionalism
and a remarkable level of attention to
the smallest details. On behalf of my
colleagues and the entire U.S. Senate, I
want to personally thank Rear Admiral
Sara Joyner for her more than three
decades of dedicated service to the
Navy and our Nation. She will cer-
tainly be missed. I especially want to
recognize and thank her incredibly sup-
portive husband, James, and children
Sara and Mark, and wish them ‘‘fair
winds and following seas.”

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO DR. JAMES HOUGH

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, today, 1
have the distinct honor of recognizing
Dr. James Hough of Lewis and Clark
County as Montanan of the Month for
his compassion and kindness toward
his fellow Montana veterans and his
dedication to providing them with the
quality care they deserve.
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Dr. Hough began his career of service
at the Naval Hospital in Jacksonville,
FL, and was awarded the Navy and Ma-
rine Corps Commendation Medal for
Excellence in Anesthesia and Pain
Management. He began his work serv-
ing as the only pain management pro-
vider in Montana for the Department
of Veterans Affairs in 2018. Dr. Hough
started with just a few patients, and
over the past few years, he has rapidly
expanded his reach, having a meaning-
ful impact on the lives of thousands of
Montana veterans across the State.

One of Dr. Hough’s many success sto-
ries is with a veteran from Billings who
was in a wheelchair and in low spirits
thinking his quality of life would never
improve. He and his wife took regular
trips from Billings to visit Dr. Hough
for consultations and procedures. Dr.
Hough’s patient progressively moved
from a wheelchair, to a walker, to a
cane, and eventually needing little to
no support. The veteran’s wife ex-
pressed how his demeanor and outlook
on life was improved with Dr. Hough’s
help.

It is clear that Dr. Hough truly cares
about his patients and ensuring many
generations of Montana veterans have
the quality of life they deserve. Dr.
Hough truly embodies the values and
spirit of a Montanan. It is my honor to
recognize Dr. Hough for his service to
our great State and Nation and for his
dedication to improving the lives of his
fellow Montana veterans. Keep up the
great work, Dr. Hough. You make Mon-
tana and our country proud.e

———

RECOGNIZING CORETRANS

e Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, as ranking
member of the Senate Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship,
each week, I recognize an outstanding
Kentucky small business that exempli-
fies the American entrepreneurial spir-
it. This week, it is my privilege to rec-
ognize the small business, CoreTrans of
Somerset, KY, as the Senate Small
Business of the Week.

As you all know, the legacy of the
COVID-19 pandemic has burdened the
global economy with tangled supply
chains, drastically prolonged shipping
schedules, and an insatiable level of
consumer demand. Given this current
climate it gives me great pleasure to
honor a Kentucky small business oper-
ating on the front lines of the supply
chain crisis. Founded in 2002,
CoreTrans was started by Brian
Whitaker, a third generation Whitaker
in the transportation business. Brian
and the whole team at CoreTrans have
played a vital role in the recovery from
the pandemic and subsequent govern-
ment lockdowns and they continue to
support local commerce within the
community.

Brian Whitaker is the youngest of
three generations of truckers. Perhaps
it is that collective expertise between
him and his family that has allowed
Brian to lead CoreTrans through years
of tremendous growth. Getting his
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start in the early years of the new mil-
lennium, CoreTrans started out with 25
trucks. Now, CoreTrans includes a fleet
of over 150 trucks, 300 53-foot dry van
trailers, and a driver fleet of 200 driv-
ers. Their trucks and trailers are
equipped with state of the art aero-
dynamics and satellite based mobile
communication systems, which allows
their team to track and monitor all ve-
hicles on a 24-hour basis. Though the
business is outfitted with impressive
technology, the CoreTrans staff and
their years of experience are the most
vital part of the operation.

The leadership and staff at CoreTrans
understand that in this fast-paced
world of online deliveries and instant
gratification, time is money. There-
fore, they operate with the knowledge
that there is no room for error or bro-
ken promises. The mission of
CoreTrans is to provide safe, on-time
delivery of customer freight at a com-
petitive rate with the most efficient
and responsive customer service in the
industry. Their name tells the whole
story—CoreTrans, a name that high-
lights their commitment to efficiency
just like their slogan: ‘At the CORE of
Your Supply Chain!” Just take a look
at CoreTrans’ track record, and you
will see that their slogan is more than
just words on a sign. The team has won
a slew of awards throughout the past
decade, including the 2012 National
Safety Award, 2012 Carrier of the Year
for Wausau Paper, a large customer of
theirs; 2013 Chamber of Commerce
Business of the Year, 2015 Great West
Award, as well as several awards from
Pulaski County’s March of Dimes.

Though CoreTrans maintains a rep-
utation for its dependability and
strong customer service, Brian
Whitaker understands that giving back
to the community is just as important
as running an efficient fleet. Even be-
fore the pandemic struck, there was a
shortage of crucial transportation
workers. In 2019, Bloomberg estimated
that the U.S. lacked roughly 300,000
truck drivers needed to fill the pre-
dicted level of consumer demand. Un-
derstanding this shortage, Brian de-
cided to take action and made a dona-
tion to Somerset Community College—
SCC—to kick-start their new truck
driver-training program. That year,
SCC received a 2007 Volvo sleeper truck
courtesy of CoreTrans, which allowed
the students to train in a real work
setting while enrolled in the college’s
commercial driver’s license or truck
driver training program. Their dona-
tion not only helps the students of
SCC, it bolsters the local and regional
economy by creating a pipeline of
truck drivers to fulfill Kentucky’s
needs.

In 2021, Brian demonstrated that his
charitable spirit expands beyond the
students at SCC, as Western Kentucky
dealt with the aftermath of dev-
astating December tornados. Seeing
how so many of their Western neigh-
bors lost everything right before the
Christmas season, CoreTrans teamed
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up with Ricky Thomas, owner of Wild-
cat Used Cars, to collect supplies for
the donation to Mayfield residents. Mr.
Thomas knew the desire to help out
the tornado-torn areas was strong
within his community, but the logis-
tics of hundreds of people driving sev-
eral hours individually to donate goods
was not practical. Instead, Mr. Thomas
utilized his car lot as a drop-off site,
and CoreTrans donated one of their
tractor trailers for the job of trans-
porting the supplies to Mayfield. To-
gether, these two small businesses an-
swered Kentuckians’ call during their
time of need; and in true CoreTrans
spirit, they did it in the most efficient
way possible.

When Brian Whitaker opened up shop
in 2002, he intended to create more
than just a trucking company. His pur-
pose was to start a business on which
Kentucky could depend, on the road
and in the warehouse. In executing this
mission, CoreTrans became a business
that supports local and regional com-
merce, fosters job creation, strength-
ens the supply chain, and carries out a
vital part of our Nation’s economy by
providing everyday citizens with the
goods they need. Congratulations to
Brian Whitaker and the entire team at
CoreTrans. I wish them the best of luck
and look forward to seeing their con-
tinued growth and success in Ken-
tucky.e

———————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Swann, one of his
secretaries.

—————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings).

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:06 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, without amendment:

S. 2102. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Under Secretary
for Health of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs to provide mammography screening for
veterans who served in locations associated
with toxic exposure.

S. 2533. An act to improve mammography
services furnished by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes.

S. 4089. An act to restore entitlement to
educational assistance under Veterans Rapid
Retraining Program in cases of a closure of
an educational institution or a disapproval
of a program of education, and for other pur-
poses.

The message further announced that
the House has passed the following
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bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate:

H.R. 350. An act to authorize dedicated do-
mestic terrorism offices within the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, the Department
of Justice, and the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation to analyze and monitor domestic
terrorist activity and require the Federal
Government to take steps to prevent domes-
tic terrorism.

H.R. 2724. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to provide for peer support spe-
cialists for claimants who are survivors of
military sexual trauma, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 2992. An act to direct the Attorney
General to develop crisis intervention train-
ing tools for use by first responders related
to interacting with persons who have a trau-
matic brain injury, another form of acquired
brain injury, or posttraumatic stress dis-
order, and for other purposes.

H.R. 5738. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to require a lactation space in
each medical center of the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

H.R. 6052. An act to require the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to require the employees
of the Department of Veterans Affairs to re-
ceive training developed by the Inspector
General of the Department on reporting
wrongdoing to, responding to requests from,
and cooperating with the Office of Inspector
General, and for other purposes.

H.R. 6064. An act to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into an
agreement with the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine for a re-
view of examinations, furnished by the Sec-
retary to individuals who submit claims to
the Secretary for compensation under chap-
ter 11 of title 38, United States Code, for
mental and physical conditions linked to
military sexual trauma.

H.R. 6531. An act to provide an increased
allocation of funding under certain programs
for assistance in areas of persistent poverty,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 6943. An act to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
authorize public safety officer death benefits
to officers suffering from post-traumatic
stress disorder or acute stress disorder, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 6961. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve hearings before the
Board of Veterans’ Appeals regarding claims
involving military sexual trauma.

H.R. 7335. An act to improve coordination
between the Veterans Health Administration
and the Veterans Benefits Administration
with respect to claims for compensation
arising from military sexual trauma, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 7790. An act making emergency sup-
plemental appropriations to address the
shortage of infant formula in the United
States for the fiscal year ending September
30, 2022, and for other purposes.

H.R. 7791. An act to amend the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966 to establish waiver authority
to address certain emergencies, disasters,
and supply chain disruptions, and for other
purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bill,
with amendment, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

S. 2938. An act to designate the United
States Courthouse and Federal Building lo-
cated at 111 North Adams Street in Tallahas-
see, Florida, as the ‘Joseph Woodrow
Hatchett United States Courthouse and Fed-
eral Building”’, and for other purposes.

The message further announced that
pursuant to section 1091(b)(1)(E) of the
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National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law 117-81),
and the order of the House of January
4, 2021, the Speaker appoints the fol-
lowing individual on the part of the
House of Representatives to the Na-
tional Security Commission on Emerg-
ing Biotechnology: Mr. Eric Emerson
Schmidt of Los Angeles, California.
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

At 2:15 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bills:

S. 66. An act to require the Inter-Agency
Task Force on Harmful Algal Blooms and
Hypoxia to develop a plan for reducing, miti-
gating, and controlling harmful algal blooms
and hypoxia in South Florida, and for other
purposes.

S. 1097. An act to establish a Federal rota-
tional cyber workforce program for the Fed-
eral cyber workforce.

S. 1760. An act to designate the commu-
nity-based outpatient clinic of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs planned to be built
in Oahu, Hawaii, as the ‘‘Daniel Kahikina
Akaka Department of Veterans Affairs Com-
munity-Based Outpatient Clinic’’.

S. 2201. An act to manage supply chain risk
through counterintelligence training, and for
other purposes.

S. 2514. An act to rename the Provo Vet-
erans Center in Orem, Utah, as the ‘‘Col.
Gail S. Halvorsen ‘Candy Bomber’ Veterans
Center”.

S. 2520. An act to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to provide for engagements
with State, local, Tribal and territorial gov-
ernments, and for other purposes.

S. 2687. An act to provide the Inspector
General of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs testimonial subpoena authority, and for
other purposes.

S. 3527. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to transfer the name of
property of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs designated by law to other property of
the Department.

S. 4119. An act to reauthorize the Radi-
ation Exposure Compensation Act.

H.R. 4426. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to ensure that the needs
of children are considered in homeland secu-
rity planning, and for other purposes.

The enrolled bills were subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. LEAHY).

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

At 2:25 p.m., a message from the House of
Representatives, delivered by Mrs. Cole, one
of its reading clerks, announced that the
Speaker has signed the following enrolled
bills:

S. 1872. An act to award a Congressional
Gold Medal, collectively, to the United
States Army Rangers Veterans of World War
II in recognition of their extraordinary serv-
ice during World War II.

H.R. 7691. An act making emergency sup-
plemental appropriations for assistance for
the situation in Ukraine for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2022, and for other pur-
poses.

The enrolled bills were subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. LEAHY).

At 2:50 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
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nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 7688. An act to protect consumers
from price-gouging of consumer fuels, and
for other purposes.

The message also announced that
pursuant to section 1091(b)(1)(E)-(F) of
the National Defense Authorization
Act for FY 2022, the Minority Leader
appoints the following member to the
National Security Commission on
Emerging Biotechnology: Dr. Angela
M. Belcher of Lexington, Massachu-
setts.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 4:17 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker pro tempore
(Mr. CoNNOLLY) has signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bill:

H.R. 7791. An act to amend the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966 to establish waiver authority
to address certain emergencies, disasters,
and supply chain disruptions, and for other
purposes.

The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the Acting President pro
tempore (Mr. WARNOCK).

————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 2724. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to provide for peer support spe-
cialists for claimants who are survivors of
military sexual trauma, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

H.R. 2992. An act to direct the Attorney
General to develop crisis intervention train-
ing tools for use by first responders related
to interacting with persons who have a trau-
matic brain injury, another form of acquired
brain injury, or post-traumatic stress dis-
order, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

H.R. 5738. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to require a lactation space in
each medical center of the Department of
Veterans Affairs; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

H.R. 6064. An act to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into an
agreement with the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine for a re-
view of examinations, furnished by the Sec-
retary, to individuals who submit claims to
the Secretary for compensation under chap-
ter 11 of title 38, United States Code, for
mental and physical conditions linked to
military sexual trauma; to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs.

H.R. 6943. An act to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
authorize public safety officer death benefits
to officers suffering from post-traumatic
stress disorder or acute stress disorder, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

H.R. 6961. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve hearings before the
Board of Veterans’ Appeals regarding claims
involving military sexual trauma; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

H.R. 7335. An act to improve coordination
between the Veterans Health Administration
and the Veterans Benefits Administration
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with respect to claims for compensation
arising from military sexual trauma, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

——————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 4261. A bill to suspend duties and other
restrictions on the importation of infant for-
mula to address the shortage of infant for-
mula in the United States, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 350. An act to authorize dedicated do-
mestic terrorism offices within the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, the Department
of Justice, and the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation to analyze and monitor domestic
terrorist activity and require the Federal
Government to take steps to prevent domes-
tic terrorism.

H.R. 7688. An act to protect consumers
from price-gouging of consumer fuels, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 7790. An act making emergency sup-
plemental appropriations to address the
shortage of infant formula in the United
States for the fiscal year ending September
30, 2022, and for other purposes.

———————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bills were read the first
time:

H.R. 350. An act to authorize dedicated do-
mestic terrorism offices within the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, the Department
of Justice, and the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation to analyze and monitor domestic
terrorist activity and require the Federal
Government to take steps to prevent domes-
tic terrorism.

H.R. 7688. An act to protect consumers
from price-gouging of consumer fuels, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 7790. An act making emergency sup-
plemental appropriations to address the
shortage of infant formula in the United
States for the fiscal year ending September
30, 2022, and for other purposes.

S. 4261. A bill to suspend duties and other
restrictions on the importation of infant for-
mula to address the shortage of infant for-
mula in the United States, and for other pur-
poses.

—————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute:

S. 407. A bill to provide redress to the em-
ployees of Air America (Rept. No. 117-113).

———————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. LEE (for himself, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. CRUZ, and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL):

S. 4258. A Dbill to prevent conflicts of inter-
est and promote competition in the sale and
purchase of digital advertising; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.
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By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, and Ms. DUCKWORTH):

S. 4259. A bill to create a Council on Emer-
gency Response Protocols to ensure the es-
tablishment of accessible, developmentally
appropriate, culturally aware, and trauma-
informed emergency response protocols in
public schools, early child care and edu-
cation settings, and institutions of higher
education, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mrs.
CAPITO, Mr. KING, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH,
Ms. SINEMA, Mr. MARSHALL, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. ROUNDS,
and Mr. REED):

S. 4260. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to increase the number of per-
manent faculty in palliative care at accred-
ited allopathic and osteopathic medical
schools, nursing schools, social work schools,
and other programs, including physician as-
sistant education programs, to promote edu-
cation and research in palliative care and
hospice, and to support the development of
faculty careers in academic palliative medi-
cine; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. WICKER,
Mr. DAINES, Mr. CASSIDY, and Mr.
GRASSLEY):

S. 4261. A bill to suspend duties and other
restrictions on the importation of infant for-
mula to address the shortage of infant for-
mula in the United States, and for other pur-
poses; placed on the calendar.

By Mr. LEE:

S. 4262. A bill to temporarily allow the im-
portation of infant formula free of duty and
free of quantitative limitation, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself,
BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. MENENDEZ):

S. 4263. A Dbill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to require licenses to acquire or
receive firearms, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for
himself, Mr. CASEY, and Mr. CAS-
SIDY):

S. 4264. A bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to require States to de-
velop a strategy to integrate and coordinate
Medicaid and Medicare coverage for full-ben-
efit dual eligible individuals; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. KENNEDY:

S. 4265. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase and provide an
inflation adjustment for the limitation on
distributions from qualified tuition pro-
grams that may be used for elementary and
secondary tuition; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. OSSOFF:

S. 4266. A bill to amend the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 1992 to increase
funding for stormwater management for At-
lanta, Georgia, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Mr. BENNET:

S. 4267. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to create a tax credit for
qualified health insurance premiums of eligi-
ble retired public safety officers, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND:

S. 4268. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to authorize grants to health
care providers to enhance the physical and
cyber security of their facilities, personnel,
and patients; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and
Mr. BOOZMAN):

Mr.
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S. 4269. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to establish a program to award
grants to State, local, and Tribal govern-
ments to purchase and distribute anti-blood
loss supplies for use in a medical emergency,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. BRAUN (for himself, Mr. BURR,
Mr. MARSHALL, and Mr. MORAN):

S. 4270. A Dbill to amend title VII of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 to require the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission to ap-
prove commencing, intervening in, or par-
ticipating in certain litigation, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. REED (for himself and Ms.
MURKOWSKI):

S. 4271. A Dbill to reauthorize the Garrett
Lee Smith Memorial Act, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. BLACKBURN, and Ms.
WARREN):

S. 4272. A bill to improve promotion prac-
tices in the National Guard, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

By Mr. CASEY:

S. 4273. A bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to provide States with re-
sources to support efforts to integrate or co-
ordinate Medicare and Medicaid benefits for
individuals that are eligible for both pro-
grams; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. LUJAN (for himself, Mr.
PADILLA, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. WYDEN,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
Ms. ROSEN, Mr. HEINRICH, and Ms.
SMITH):

S. 4274. A bill to improve the Federal effort
to reduce wildland fire risks, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LUJAN, Mr.
PADILLA, Ms. SMITH, Ms. WARREN,
and Ms. ROSEN):

S. 4275. A Dbill to authorize the Secretary of
Education to award grants to eligible enti-
ties to carry out educational programs that
include the history of peoples of Asian and
Pacific Islander descent in the setting and
founding of America, the social, economic,
and political environments that led to the
development of discriminatory laws tar-
geting Asians and Pacific Islanders and their
relation to current events, and the impact
and contributions of Asian Americans to the
development and enhancement of American
life, United States history, literature, the
economy, politics, body of laws, and culture,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mrs. MURRAY:

S. 4276. A bill to improve services provided
by the Department of Veterans Affairs for
veteran families, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr.
ROUNDS, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. INHOFE, and
Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina):

S. 4277. A bill to require public institutions
of higher education to disseminate informa-
tion on the rights of, and accommodations
and resources for, pregnant students, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Health
, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. CASEY, and Ms.
KLOBUCHAR):

S. 4278. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to prohibit the purchase of cer-
tain firearms by individuals under 21 years of
age, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.
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By Mr. PADILLA:

S. 4279. A bill to increase efficiency and
conservation in public water systems, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works.

By Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr.
WHITEHOUSE):

S. 4280. A bill to require the Secretary of
Energy to remove carbon dioxide directly
from ambient air or seawater, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Ms.
WARREN, and Mr. RUBIO):

S. 4281. A bill to prohibit data brokers from
selling, reselling, trading, licensing, or oth-
erwise providing for consideration lists of
military servicemembers to a covered na-
tion; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. PORTMAN:

S. 4282. A bill to provide COVID relief for
restaurants, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Small Business and Entrepre-
neurship.

By Mr. DAINES:

S. 4283. A bill to authorize the confiscation
of assets of the Russian Federation and the
use of such assets to offset costs to the
United States of assistance to Ukraine; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

By Mr. OSSOFF (for himself and Mr.
KENNEDY):

S. 4284. A bill to establish Federal policies
and procedures to notify the next-of-kin or
other emergency contact upon the death, or
serious illness or serious injury, of an indi-
vidual in Federal custody, to provide model
policies for States, units of local govern-
ment, and Indian Tribes to implement and
enforce similar policies and procedures, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
CASSIDY, Mr. KAINE, Mr. WICKER, and
Mr. CARDIN):

S. 4285. A bill to celebrate the 20th anniver-
sary of the Inter-American Democratic Char-
ter, to encourage governments in the Amer-
icas to reinforce their commitments to the
principles enshrined in the Inter-American
Democratic Charter, to reaffirm the role of
free and fair elections as a cornerstone of de-
mocracy, to address the challenges posed by
disinformation and misinformation in the

Americas, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.
By Mr. OSSOFF (for himself, Mr.

GRASSLEY, and Mr. KENNEDY):

S. 4286. A bill to direct the Attorney Gen-
eral to develop crisis intervention training
tools for use by first responders related to
interacting with persons who have a trau-
matic brain injury, another form of acquired
brain injury, or post-traumatic stress dis-
order, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, and Mr. COONS):

S. 4287. A bill to permit COPS grants to be
used for the purpose of increasing the com-
pensation and hiring of law enforcement offi-
cer, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. LUJAN:

S. 4288. A bill to allow manufacturers and
sponsors of a drug to use alternative testing
methods to animal testing to investigate the
safety and effectiveness of a biological prod-
uct; to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Ms. WARREN (for herself and Mr.
ROUNDS):

S.J. Res. 47. A joint resolution directing
the Federal Trade Commission to investigate
and report on anticompetitive practices and
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violations of antitrust law in the beef pack-
ing industry; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mrs. HYDE-SMITH (for herself, Ms.
LumMis, and Mr. CRUZ):

S. Res. 644. A resolution establishing a
Women'’s Bill of Rights to reaffirm legal pro-
tections afforded to women under Federal
law; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr.
MCCONNELL):

S. Res. 645. A resolution to authorize testi-
mony and representation in United States v.
Hale-Cusanelli; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. MCCONNELL,
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr.
CARDIN, and Mr. COONS):

S. Res. 646. A resolution expressing the
Senate’s support for Finland and Sweden’s
accession into the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO) and the expedited ratifi-
cation of accession protocols; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 312
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
312, a bill to expand eligibility for and
provide judicial review for the Elderly
Home Detention Pilot Program, pro-
vide for compassionate release based
on COVID-19 vulnerability, shorten the
waiting period for judicial review dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic, and make
other technical corrections.
S. 601
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from Wyoming
(Ms. LumMmMmis) and the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 601, a bill to amend sec-
tion 3661 of title 18, United States
Code, to prohibit the consideration of
acquitted conduct at sentencing.
S. 844
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 844, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to treat
certain amounts paid for physical ac-
tivity, fitness, and exercise as amounts
paid for medical care.
S. 978
At the request of Ms. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Ms. LuMMIS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 978, a bill to provide for the ad-
justment or modification by the Sec-
retary of Agriculture of loans for crit-
ical rural utility service providers, and
for other purposes.
S. 1014
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from Wyoming
(Ms. LuMmMIsS) and the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1014, a bill to reform sen-
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tencing laws and correctional institu-
tions, and for other purposes.
S. 1116
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1116, a bill to amend chap-
ter 81 of title 5, United States Code, to
create a presumption that a disability
or death of a Federal employee in fire
protection activities caused by any of
certain diseases is the result of the per-
formance of such employees duty, and
for other purposes.
S. 1136
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1136, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to reform the low-in-
come housing credit, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1548
At the request of Mr. LUJAN, the
names of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) and the Senator from
Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1548, a bill to amend
the Public Health Service Act to im-
prove the diversity of participants in
research on Alzheimer’s disease, and
for other purposes.
S. 1625
At the request of Mr. CRAMER, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1625, a bill to authorize notaries pub-
lic to perform, and to establish min-
imum standards for, electronic
notarizations and remote notarizations
that occur in or affect interstate com-
merce, to require any Federal court to
recognize notarizations performed by a
notarial officer of any State, to require
any State to recognize notarizations
performed by a notarial officer of any
other State when the notarization was
performed under or relates to a public
Act, record, or judicial proceeding of
the notarial officer’s State or when the
notarization occurs in or affects inter-
state commerce, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2037
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
the name of the Senator from West
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 2037, a bill to amend
title XVIII to strengthen ambulance
services furnished under part B of the
Medicare program.
S. 2061
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2061, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to en-
sure coverage of mental health services
furnished through telehealth.
S. 2151
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
names of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY), the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), the Senator from
California (Mr. PADILLA), the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the Senator
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from Georgia (Mr. OSSOFF) and the
Senator from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK-
BURN) were added as cosponsors of S.
21561, a bill to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of
1968 to provide that COPS grant funds
may be used for local law enforcement
recruits to attend schools or academies
if the recruits agree to serve in pre-
cincts of law enforcement agencies in
their communities.

At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), the Senator
from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) and the Sen-
ator from Connecticut (Mr.
BLUMENTHAL) were added as cosponsors
of S. 2151, supra.

S. 2169

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2169, a bill to amend title
18, United States Code, to protect more
victims of domestic violence by pre-
venting their abusers from possessing
or receiving firearms, to amend the
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe
Streets Act of 1968 to establish a grant
program relating to the removal of
firearms from adjudicated domestic vi-
olence offenders, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 2340

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2340, a bill to improve the safety and
security of the Federal judiciary.

S. 2409

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2409, a bill to require the
Secretary of Labor to maintain a pub-
licly available list of all employers
that relocate a call center or contract
call center work overseas, to make
such companies ineligible for Federal
grants or guaranteed loans, and to re-
quire disclosure of the physical loca-
tion of business agents engaging in cus-
tomer service communications, and for
other purposes.

S. 2726

At the request of Mr. OSSOFF, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2726, a bill to provide for competi-
tive grants to support access to afford-
able housing and the enhancement of
mobility for residents in disadvantaged
communities or neighborhoods.

S. 2738

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2738, a bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the United States
Army Dustoff crews of the Vietnam
War, collectively, in recognition of
their extraordinary heroism and life-
saving actions in Vietnam.

S. 3091

At the request of Mr. OSSOFF, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3091, a bill to amend the
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Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to estab-
lish the advanced solar manufacturing
production credit.

S. 3210

At the request of Mr. WARNOCK, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3210, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to extend to Black
veterans of World War II, and surviving
spouses and certain direct descendants
of such veterans, eligibility for certain
housing loans and educational assist-
ance administered by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 3421

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
KELLY) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3421, a bill to clarify that section 107 of
the Countering America’s Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act applies sanc-
tions with respect to unmanned com-
bat aerial vehicles following a 2019
change by the United Nations pro-
viding additional clarity to the United
Nations Register of Conventional
Arms.

At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3421, supra.

S. 3538

At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3538, a bill to establish a
National Commission on Online Child
Sexual Exploitation Prevention, and
for other purposes.

S. 3854

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3854, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to improve cer-
tain programs of the Department of
Veterans Affairs for home and commu-
nity based services for veterans, and
for other purposes.

S. 3860

At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
the names of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CRUZz), the Senator
from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN), the Senator
from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN), the
Senator from Connecticut (Mr.
BLUMENTHAL), the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. LEAHY) and the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. OSSOFF) were added
as cosponsors of S. 3860, a bill to estab-
lish a grant program to provide assist-
ance to local governments with fewer
than 200 law enforcement officers, and
for other purposes.

S. 3992

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3992, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to in-
crease the deduction for certain ex-
penses of elementary and secondary
school teachers.
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S. 4003
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
names of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY), the Senator from Illinois
(Mr. DURBIN), the Senator from Texas
(Mr. CrUZ), the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. Ossorr) and the Senator from
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 4003, a bill to
amend the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968 to provide for
training on alternatives to use of force,
de-escalation, and mental and behav-
ioral health and suicidal crises.
S. 4004
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 4004, a bill to alter requirements
associated with small business loan
data collection, and for other purposes.
S. 4007
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
names of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) and the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. OSSOFF) were added
as cosponsors of S. 4007, a bill to re-
quire the Attorney General to propose
a program for making treatment for
post-traumatic stress disorder and
acute stress disorder available to pub-
lic safety officers, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 4091
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from New
Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as
a cosponsor of S. 4091, a bill to amend
part A of title XI of the Social Security
Act to provide grants to States, units
of local government, and Indian Tribes
to establish, expand, or maintain Drug
Overdose Fatality Review Teams.
S. 4105
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Senator from
Montana (Mr. DAINES), the Senator
from California (Mr. PADILLA) and the
Senator from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK-
BURN) were added as cosponsors of S.
4105, a bill to treat certain liquidations
of new motor vehicle inventory as
qualified liquidations of LIFO inven-
tory for purposes of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986.
S. 4120
At the request of Mr. REED, the
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MARSHALL), the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. MENENDEZ), the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) and the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER)
were added as cosponsors of S. 4120, a
bill to maximize discovery, and accel-
erate development and availability, of
promising childhood cancer treat-
ments, and for other purposes.
S. 4124
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
4124, a bill to prohibit the use of Fed-
eral funds for the Disinformation Gov-
ernance Board of the Department of
Homeland Security, and for other pur-
poses.
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S. 4172
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name
of the Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
WICKER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
4172, a bill to amend the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2022 to modify the limitation on dis-
charge of members of the Armed
Forces solely on the basis of failure to
obey a lawful order to receive a vaccine
for COVID-19, and for other purposes.
S. 4255
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ), the Senator from
Washington (Mrs. MURRAY) and the
Senator from Nevada (Ms. ROSEN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 4255, a bill to
authorize dedicated domestic terrorism
offices within the Department of
Homeland Security, the Department of
Justice, and the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation to analyze and monitor do-
mestic terrorist activity and require
the Federal Government to take steps
to prevent domestic terrorism.
S. 4256
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the Senator from
Minnesota (Ms. SMITH) were added as
cosponsors of S. 4256, a bill to amend
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic
Act to prevent food shortages, includ-
ing shortages of infant formula and
certain medical foods.
S. 4257
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
names of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI), the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ), the Senator
from Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN), the Senator
from Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL),
the Senator from California (Mr.
PADILLA), the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED), the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. MARKEY), the Senator
from New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN),
the Senator from Washington (Mrs.
MURRAY), the Senator from New Mex-
ico (Mr. HEINRICH), the Senator from
Maine (Mr. KING), the Senator from
Montana (Mr. TESTER), the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. OSSOFF), the Sen-
ator from Arizona (Ms. SINEMA) and the
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS)
were added as cosponsors of S. 4257, a
bill to amend the Child Nutrition Act
of 1966 to establish requirements for in-
fant formula cost containment con-
tracts, and for other purposes.
S. CON. RES. 38
At the request of Ms. ERNST, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CruUz) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Con. Res. 38, a concurrent resolution
declaring a state of emergency due to
the Russian invasion of Ukraine, in
order to establish a waiver of the min-
imum tonnage requirements of section
55305 of title 46, United States Code.
S. RES. 334
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 334, a resolution memori-
alizing those impacted by and lost to
the COVID-19 virus.
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. REED (for himself and

Ms. MURKOWSKI):
S. 4271. A bill to reauthorize the Gar-
rett Lee Smith Memorial Act, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on

Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.
Mr. REED. Mr. President, I am

pleased to be joined by Senator MUR-
KOWSKI in the introduction of the Gar-
rett Lee Smith Memorial Act Reau-
thorization. As we know too well, rates
of suicide have risen to epidemic levels
in the United States. On average, there
are 130 suicides every day, roughly one
every 11 minutes, making it the 10th
leading cause of death among all age
groups and second among people ages
10 to 24. These are staggering statistics
behind which there are stories of im-
measurable loss.

After the tragic death of his son by
suicide at the age of 22, our former col-
league Senator Gordon Smith rallied
support from Members across the aisle
and in both Chambers to pass legisla-
tion focused on preventing suicide
among children and young people.
Since 2004, the Garrett Lee Smith Me-
morial Act has provided critical re-
sources for schools—from elementary
school through college—to help at-risk
youth. Funding under this program has
supported hundreds of youth suicide
prevention activities in all States, as
well as providing grants to Tribes and
tribal organizations, territories, and
institutions of higher education in
order to help them in the their efforts
to address mental health and prevent
suicides among students.

The bill Senator MURKOWSKI and I
are introducing today would increase
the authorized grant level for proven
programs and initiatives designed to
address mental illness and reduce
youth suicide. It will enable more
schools to offer critical services and
make needed improvements to help the
Garrett Lee Smith programs better
serve students.

Nationwide, suicide rates have sky-
rocketed over the last decade. In 2020,
nearly 46,000 Americans lost their lives
to suicide. That same year, there were
1.2 million suicide attempts. We must
renew our efforts on suicide prevention
and take a holistic approach. Despite
the troubling national trend, Garrett
Lee Smith programs are making a dif-
ference and have contributed to de-
clines in the youth suicide rate in my
home State of Rhode Island over the
last decade.

Today, I am pleased to have the op-
portunity to partner with Senator
MURKOWSKI in introducing the Garrett
Lee Smith Memorial Act Reauthoriza-
tion. This bill is part of suite of initia-
tives Congress can put in place to ad-
dress mental health and suicide crisis
among young people in our country. I
look forward to working with Senator
MURKOWSKI and advocates in Rhode Is-
land and across the country to make a
difference in addressing this epidemic.
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By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr.
BOOKER, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.
LUJAN, Mr. PADILLA, Ms. SMITH,
Ms. WARREN, and Ms. ROSEN):

S. 4275. A bill to authorize the Sec-
retary of Education to award grants to
eligible entities to carry out edu-
cational programs that include the his-
tory of peoples of Asian and Pacific Is-
lander descent in the setting and
founding of America, the social, eco-
nomic, and political environments that
led to the development of discrimina-
tory laws targeting Asians and Pacific
Islanders and their relation to current
events, and the impact and contribu-
tions of Asian Americans to the devel-
opment and enhancement of American
life, United States history, literature,
the economy, politics, body of laws,
and culture, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, this
month, as we celebrate Asian Pacific
American Heritage Month, we have an
important opportunity to recognize the
significant contributions Asian Amer-
ican, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Is-
lander, AANHPI, individuals and com-
munities have made to the develop-
ment and enhancement of American
life and culture.

Despite their noteworthy contribu-
tions in various spaces—including lit-
erature, the economy, politics and law,
arts and science, and education—
AANHPI individuals and communities
have largely been excluded or erased
from our shared history as Americans.

Look no further than our K-12 public
schools. In many instances, the teach-
ing of Asian Pacific American, APA,
history has been limited to passing ref-
erences or minor footnotes that barely
scratch the surface of these diverse and
resilient communities. When it comes
to APA history, few milestones are dis-
cussed; furthermore, the uniqueness of
these individuals and the communities
in which they live is rarely high-
lighted. Oftentimes, AANHPI individ-
uals are depicted as foreigners, as op-
posed to people who have lived in our
country for generations. These nar-
ratives fuel xenophobia and racism
that has resulted in a rise in attacks
and hate-related incidents against
AANHPI communities in recent years.

Asian Pacific American Heritage
Month is a time of celebration but also
a reminder of the many challenges our
communities have faced, including the
Chinese Exclusion Act, Executive order
9066, which led to the internment of
Japanese-Americans during WWII, dec-
ades of racist laws, and the rise in anti-
Asian hate crimes in recent years.
Members of our AANHPI communities
have long been the target of discrimi-
natory treatment in this country, chal-
lenges we must continually work to
overcome. That is why I am intro-
ducing the Teaching Asian Pacific
American History Act for the 117th
Congress.

In short, this legislation would pro-
mote the teaching of APA history in
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our public schools. At a time when
many are challenging what is taught in
our Nation’s schools, it is important
that we work to ensure our K-12 cur-
ricula accurately reflect the breadth of
our Nation’s history. Many States are
already working to make sure our stu-
dents have opportunities to learn about
the complex history of our AANHPI
communities. The bill would ensure
Federal resources, available through
the U.S. Department of Education’s
American history and civics programs,
highlight the important contributions
of these communities. The goal of the
legislation is to make sure our stu-
dents have a better understanding of
who we are as a people—not just some
of us but all of us.

As we commemorate the history and
contributions of Asian Americans, Na-
tive Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders,
and continue to work to combat the
legacy of hatred, violence, and dis-
crimination against our communities,
this bill is a step toward ending the
misguided perception of AANHPIs as
outsiders or ‘‘others.” The Teaching
Asian Pacific American History Act
would enable K-12 teachers and stu-
dents to better understand the racism
and prejudice that AANHPIs have en-
dured for decades and the many
achievements and contributions of
these communities.

With that, I urge my colleagues to
support the bill.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. CASEY,
and Ms. KLOBUCHAR):

S. 4278. A bill to amend title 18,
United States Code, to prohibit the
purchase of certain firearms by indi-
viduals under 21 years of age, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President,
today I am reintroducing legislation
that would help ensure that an impor-
tant safety provision in place for hand-
guns will also apply to assault rifles.

Under current law, a firearms li-
censee may not sell or deliver a hand-
gun to a buyer under the age of 21.
However, this common-sense protec-
tion does not apply to assault rifle pur-
chases. This loophole costs lives.

Earlier this week in Buffalo, we saw
the effects of allowing a young adult
under the age of 21 to legally buy as-
sault weapons. Tragic events, like the
massacre in Buffalo, have become far
too common in our country.

Last year, our Nation suffered from
nearly 700 mass shootings, and this
year, our country has already seen
more than 200 mass shootings. And it is
still only May. On average, more than
one mass shooting every day.

Congress must do something to stop
these incidents.

According to Everytown, people aged
18 to 20 commit 18 percent of all gun
homicides in the United States, despite
being only 4 percent of the total U.S.
population.

So it makes sense that laws on books
restrict individuals under the age of 21
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to purchase a handgun. But the law
doesn’t apply to assault rifles.

It is simple logic: If you can’t buy a
beer, you should not be able to buy an
assault weapon.

I urge my Republican colleagues to
consider supporting this commonsense
legislation that has wide public sup-
port. A recent poll conducted by PO-
LITICO showed that 88 percent of
Democrats and 68 percent of Repub-
licans support requiring people to be 21
or older to purchase a firearm.

The Age 21 Act is a first step in the
right direction. It is time for Congress
to show the American public that we
are taking action on an issue that
touches the lives of millions of people
every year.

I thank Senators BLUMENTHAL,
CASEY, and KLOBUCHAR for their sup-
port and urge the rest of my colleagues
to support the bill as well.

By Mr. PADILLA:

S. 4279. A bill to increase efficiency
and conservation in public water sys-
tems, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise
to introduce the Water Efficiency, Con-
servation, and Sustainability Act of
2022. This legislation would provide
$56560 million for the Environmental
Protection Agency to address water in-
efficiencies and losses in public water
systems.

Leaking pipes waste an estimated 17
percent of water before a drop reaches
a consumer’s faucet. In my home State
of California, 8 percent is wasted in a
State that cannot afford any waste as
we face the worst drought in 1,200
years.

Water efficiency is the most cost-ef-
fective way to ensure clean, affordable
drinking water for communities across
the country. Much like energy effi-
ciency measures, improving water effi-
ciency saves consumers money, reduces
demand, decreases strain on water sup-
ply systems, and saves energy.

Yet Federal spending on energy effi-
ciency and renewable energy has out-
paced spending on water efficiency and
water reuse by approximately 80 to 1
since 2000, resulting in millions of gal-
lons wasted each year that could other-
wise be saved or utilized.

The Water Efficiency, Conservation,
and Sustainability Act of 2022 creates a
suite of options for States, municipali-
ties, water systems, and Tribal nations
to address water inefficiencies and
losses in public water systems and to
support leak reduction as one of the
most cost-effective urban water man-
agement tools we have.

Achieving widespread water effi-
ciency will require both inside-the-
home and inside-the-system upgrades.
Fixes at the individual building level
can add up to make a big difference.
The EPA estimates’ that installation
of water-efficient fixtures and appli-
ances can reduce water use 20 percent,
saves money for consumers as well.
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The bipartisan Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act provided a historic
level of water infrastructure invest-
ment—including for Bureau of Rec-
lamation States and for wastewater ef-
ficiency—but more investment is need-
ed in the water systems that deliver
drinking water to our homes and busi-
nesses across all States.

As the Western United States and
much of the Southeast enter another
year of historic drought, investing in
resilient water supplies is an increas-
ingly urgent priority for the States,
water systems, and families facing ris-
ing water rates.

In a survey completed as part of a
2014 GAO report, 40 out of 50 State
water managers expected water short-
ages in some portion of their State in
the next decade. Improving water effi-
ciency saves money, decreases strain
on water supply systems, and saves en-
ergy.

I would like to thank my House co-
lead, Congressman MCNERNEY, for
championing this effort with me, and I
look forward to working with my col-
leagues to enact the Water Efficiency,
Conservation, and Sustainability Act
of 2022 as we enter into the third year
of this unprecedented, unrelenting
drought.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 644—ESTAB-

LISHING A WOMEN’S BILL OF
RIGHTS TO REAFFIRM LEGAL
PROTECTIONS AFFORDED TO
WOMEN UNDER FEDERAL LAW

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH (for herself, Ms.
LumMis, and Mr. CRUZ) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:

S. RES. 644

Whereas male and female individuals pos-
sess unique and immutable biological dif-
ferences that manifest prior to birth and in-
crease with age and puberty;

Whereas biological differences between the
sexes mean that only females can get preg-
nant, give birth, and breastfeed children;

Whereas biological differences between the
sexes mean that males are, on average, larg-
er in size and possess greater body strength
than females;

Whereas biological differences between the
sexes can expose females to greater harm
than males from specific forms of violence,
including sexual violence;

Whereas women have achieved inspira-
tional and significant accomplishments in
education, athletics, and employment; and

Whereas recent misguided court rulings re-
lating to the definition of ‘‘sex’ have led to
the endangerment of spaces and resources
dedicated to women, thereby necessitating
clarification of certain terms: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate reaffirms that—

(1) for the purpose of Federal law, the
“‘sex’” of an individual means his or her bio-
logical sex (either male or female) at birth;

(2) for the purpose of Federal law, the
terms ‘“‘woman’ and ‘‘girl” refer to human
females, and the terms ‘“‘man’’ and ‘‘boy’’
refer to human males;
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(3) for the purpose of Federal law, the word
“mother’” means a parent of the female sex
and ‘‘father” is defined as a parent of the
male sex;

(4) there are important reasons to distin-
guish between the sexes with respect to ath-
letics, prisons, domestic violence shelters,
restrooms, and with respect to other areas,
particularly where biology, safety, and pri-
vacy are implicated;

(5) policies and laws that distinguish be-
tween the sexes are subject to intermediate
constitutional scrutiny and permitted when
they serve an important governmental objec-
tive and are substantially related to achiev-
ing that objective; and

(6) for the purposes of complying with Fed-
eral laws that require State and local gov-
ernment agencies to collect or report data
disaggregated by sex, such as Federal anti-
discrimination laws, agencies are required to
base such data on the biological sex of indi-
viduals at birth.

SENATE RESOLUTION 645—TO AU-
THORIZE TESTIMONY AND REP-
RESENTATION IN UNITED
STATES V. HALE-CUSANELLI

Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr.
MCCONNELL) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 645

Whereas, in the case of United States v.
Hale-Cusanelli, Cr. No. 21-37, pending in the
United States District Court for the District
of Columbia, the prosecution has requested
the production of testimony from Daniel
Schwager, a former employee of the Office of
the Secretary of the Senate, and from Nate
Russell and Diego Torres, custodians of
records in the Senate Recording Studio, a de-
partment of the Office of the Sergeant at
Arms and Doorkeeper of the Senate;

Whereas, pursuant to sections 703(a) and
704(a)(2) of the Ethics in Government Act of
1978, 2 U.S.C. §§ 288b(a) and 288c(a)(2), the
Senate may direct its counsel to represent
current and former officers and employees of
the Senate with respect to any subpoena,
order, or request for evidence relating to
their official responsibilities;

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under
the control or in the possession of the Senate
may, by the judicial or administrative proc-
ess, be taken from such control or possession
but by permission of the Senate; and

Whereas, when it appears that evidence
under the control or in the possession of the
Senate may promote the administration of
justice, the Senate will take such action as
will promote the ends of justice consistent
with the privileges of the Senate: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That Daniel Schwager, a former
employee of the Office of the Secretary of
the Senate, and Nate Russell and Diego
Torres, custodians of records in the Senate
Recording Studio, are authorized to provide
relevant testimony in the case of United
States v. Hale-Cusanelli, except concerning
matters for which a privilege should be as-
serted.

SEC. 2. The Senate Legal Counsel is author-
ized to represent Messrs. Schwager, Russell,
and Torres, and any current or former officer
or employee of their offices, in connection
with the production of evidence authorized
in section one of this resolution.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 646—EX-
PRESSING THE SENATE’'S SUP-
PORT FOR FINLAND AND SWE-

DEN’S ACCESSION INTO THE
NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY OR-
GANIZATION (NATO) AND THE

EXPEDITED RATIFICATION OF
ACCESSION PROTOCOLS

Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. MCCONNELL,
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr.
CARDIN, and Mr. COONS) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 646

Whereas Sweden and Finland are substan-
tial contributors to the international com-
munity and play important roles in the
United Nations, the European Union, the Or-
ganization for Security Cooperation in Eu-
rope, and other international organizations;

Whereas, during the Cold War and since its
end, Sweden and Finland sought to maintain
peace in their region through policies of
military non-alignment and neutral rela-
tions between Russia and the West, while
nonetheless remaining true to their values
and condemning the Russian government’s
authoritarian acts;

Whereas the invasion of Ukraine by the
Russian Federation on February 24, 2022,
forced the transatlantic community to re-
consider the geopolitical stability of their
region;

Whereas NATO is the most successful po-
litical-military alliance in history and, guid-
ed by a set of common values, provides col-
lective defense to nearly 1,000,000,000 people
living in its member nations;

Whereas the Russian Federation’s invasion
of Ukraine marks the largest military con-
flict in Europe since World War II, rep-
resenting a dramatic shift for European se-
curity and requiring NATO to change its
policies to increase, modernize, and enhance
its force posture and to create more stra-
tegic depth to adequately confront the new
challenges, specifically those posed by Rus-
sia and China;

Whereas Sweden and Finland have pro-
vided incredible support to NATO-led oper-
ations, such as the International Security
Assistance Force in Afghanistan, KFOR in
Kosovo, and peacekeeping operations in Bos-
nia and Herzegovina;

Whereas both Finland and Sweden have
been model members of NATO’s Partnership
Interoperability Initiative since its founding
in 2014, and of NATO’s Partnership for Peace
since its founding in 1994;

Whereas NATO has a range of capabilities
that can enhance the ability of Sweden and
Finland to defend and deter conflict in their
region;

Whereas Sweden and Finland have well-de-
veloped professional militaries and sophisti-
cated defense industries that can provide
NATO with new capabilities to bolster col-
lective defense;

Whereas Sweden and Finland have proven
their willingness and capability to con-
tribute to cooperative international security
efforts by donating military and humani-
tarian assistance to Ukraine and imposing
coordinated sanctions on Russia;

Whereas each prospective NATO member is
expected to have a functioning democratic
political system based on a market economy,
fair treatment of minority populations, a
commitment to resolve conflicts peacefully,
an ability and willingness to make contribu-
tion to NATO operations, and a commitment
to democratic civil-military relations and
institutions;
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Whereas, alongside a number of our Euro-
pean allies, Finland and Sweden have re-
cently announced the expansion and reform
of their militaries, efforts that can be maxi-
mized if channeled toward collective secu-
rity through the NATO framework;

Whereas the Arctic region, which holds in-
creasing importance for United States and
European security, has already seen en-
croachments from Russia and China, and
Sweden and Finland are uniquely poised to
address these regional challenges and help
NATO confront them; and

Whereas Russia has threatened Sweden and
Finland with ‘‘serious military and political
consequences should it choose to join
NATO”: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) welcomes Finland and Sweden’s deci-
sion to join NATO;

(2) acknowledges that Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine has dramatically changed the secu-
rity situation in Europe, and that the reform
and expansion of NATO is key to ensuring a
safe and prosperous future for the United
States and critical allies and partners;

(3) recognizes that Sweden and Finland
have surpassed the qualifications expected of
prospective members and that both countries
have much to contribute and gain from
membership in the NATO alliance;

(4) reaffirms its support for NATO’s collec-
tive security commitment and for maxi-
mizing our allies’ combined defense capabili-
ties through NATO coordination and co-
operation;

(5) calls on the President to move expedi-
tiously to complete all documents and re-
ports needed to support the Senate’s ap-
proval of the accession protocols; and

(6) calls on all NATO members to move
rapidly to complete their ratification proc-
esses.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 5042. Ms. HIRONO (for Mr. CORNYN) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill S. 2490, to es-
tablish the Blackwell School National His-
toric Site in Marfa, Texas, and for other pur-
poses..

SA 5043. Mr. JOHNSON (for himself and
Mr. HAGERTY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
4008, to provide COVID relief for restaurants,
gyms, minor league sports teams, border
businesses, live venue service providers,
exclave businesses, and providers of trans-
portation services.; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 5044. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 4008, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 5042. Ms. HIRONO (for Mr. COR-
NYN) proposed an amendment to the
bill S. 2490, to establish the Blackwell
School National Historic Site in Marfa,
Texas, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows:

On page 4, strike lines 7 and 8 and insert
the following:

(1) MAP.—The term ‘“‘map’’ means the map
entitled ‘‘Blackwell School National Historic
Site Proposed Boundary’, numbered 593/
178387, and dated February 2022.

On page 5, strike lines 21 through 24.

On page 6, line 1, strike ‘‘(2)” and insert
“@ay.

On page 6, line 4, strike ‘“(3)” and insert
“@).
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SA 5043. Mr. JOHNSON (for himself
and Mr. HAGERTY) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4008, to provide
COVID relief for restaurants, gyms,
minor league sports teams, border busi-
nesses, live venue service providers,
exclave businesses, and providers of
transportation services; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title V, add the following:
SEC. 502. OFFSET OF COSTS USING UNOBLI-

GATED FUNDS FROM THE AMERICAN
RESCUE PLAN ACT OF 2021.

Effective on the date of enactment of this
Act, of the unobligated balances made avail-
able under the American Rescue Plan Act of
2021 (Public Law 117-2; 135 Stat. 4), or an
amendment made by such Act, there is re-
scinded, on a pro rata basis, the amount nec-
essary to reduce the total amount of such
unobligated balances by an amount equal to
the total amount appropriated or otherwise
made available by this Act and the amend-
ments made by this Act.

SA 5044. Mr. CRUZ submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4008, to provide
COVID relief for restaurants, gyms,
minor league sports teams, border busi-
nesses, live venue service providers,
exclave businesses, and providers of
transportation services; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title V, insert
the following:

SEC. 5. OFFSET OF COSTS USING UNOBLI-
GATED FUNDS FROM THE
CORONAVIRUS STATE FISCAL RE-
COVERY FUND AND THE
CORONAVIRUS LOCAL FISCAL RE-
COVERY FUND.

Effective on the date of enactment of this
Act, of the unobligated balances made avail-
able under section 602(a) or 603(a) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 802(a), 803(a)),
there is rescinded, on a pro rata basis, the
amount necessary to reduce the total
amount of such unobligated balances by an
amount equal to the total amount appro-
priated or otherwise made available by this
Act and the amendments made by this Act.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I
have six requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, May 19,
2022, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, May 19, 2022, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing on nominations.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-

ural Resources is authorized to meet
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during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, May 19, 2022, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, May 19,
2022, at 9 a.m., to conduct an executive
business meeting.

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

The Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
May 19, 2022, at 11 a.m., to conduct a
hearing.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

The Special Committee on Aging is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, May 19,
2022, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

——————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the following in-
terns in my office be granted floor
privileges until August 19, 2022: Sarah
Ryan, Caleb Waters, Caroline Decker,
Sean Keating, Brett Logsdon, Katie
Rock, Chip Wyatt, Garrison Danzer,
Addison Scherler, Spencer Woodall,
Katie Elliott, and Caleb Webb.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

ACCESS TO BABY FORMULA ACT
OF 2022

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 7791, which was received
from the House and is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 7791) to amend the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966 to establish waiver authority
to address certain emergencies, disasters,
and supply chain disruptions, and for other
purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 7791) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, the
Senate has just passed legislation to
help ease the terrible nightmare par-
ents are facing trying to find baby for-
mula for their kids.

It is rare that we have unanimity in
the Senate on important measures, and
I wish we had more, but this is one of
these important issues, and I am glad
we are acting with one voice.

It is the stuff of nightmares for par-
ents to race to the grocery store or the
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drugstore only to find the shelves
empty of baby formula or, even worse,
maybe causing more anguish because
there is formula on the shelf, but they
can’t buy it because WIC didn’t allow
them to. This shortage of baby formula
is causing unimaginable stress, un-
imaginable anguish for parents, and
immense harm on America’s young
kids.

There is already such a strain on par-
ents of newborn children, especially in
the times of COVID. The last thing par-
ents and caregivers need is for it to be
even harder to feed their children. The
step we are taking today is going to
add flexibility and relief to WIC bene-
ficiaries, and almost half of all baby
formula consumed in the United States
is by WIC beneficiaries. Now millions
of parents will have an easier time
finding the baby formula they need.

I want to thank Senator STABENOW.
She has been amazing in shepherding
this through. She got it through the
House. She came up with the idea. And
now we are here to pass it in the Sen-
ate and send to the President’s desk.
She had a great partner in Senator
B0o0ozMAN who stepped up to the plate
as well. I thank them for championing
this legislation.

As I mentioned, it already passed the
House with overwhelming bipartisan
support, and I am glad it is passing the
Senate.

Yesterday, President Biden invoked
the DPA, Defense Production Act, to
respond to the shortage of baby for-
mula that is hurting parents and care-
takers of newborns across the country.
The President and Democrats in Con-
gress are taking this issue seriously,
and invoking the DPA was exactly the
right response.

To the parents and caregivers of
America, we hear you. We know this is
an unacceptable crisis. The Senate is
taking action. President Biden has
taken action to increase imports of
safe baby formula and to increase pro-
duction of formula in our country. The
House has taken action, and now the
Senate is. We must keep going because
there is more to do.

I yield to Senator STABENOW who, as
I mentioned, did an amazingly great
job on this issue.

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I
want to thank our leader who has been
right there every moment giving us the
opportunity to be able to move this
through quickly.

I am very pleased to say the Access
to Baby Formula Act, after Senator
SCHUMER’S actions, will be going to the
President for his signature. This is
really important as part of what we
need to do to deal with an immediate
crisis. The reality is that right this
minute, moms and dads are trying to
figure out what they are going to be
able to do to give safe baby formula to
their children. Is it on the shelf? Where
will they have to go to get it? How
many days, hours are we going to have
to wait to do this? It is an incredible—
incredible—emergency.
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What I so appreciate is that we came
together—House, Senate, Democrats
and Republicans—and acted, frankly, I
think faster than I anticipated from
writing the bill in the beginning of the
week to Thursday having it pass the
House and now the Senate to go to the
President.

I don’t think we should be giving our-
selves too many kudos here because 1
wish this hadn’t happened in the very
beginning. We shouldn’t have seen
what happened at the Abbott plant. In
my mind, the FDA should have moved
more quickly to respond to it. But
when we became aware of all of this,
we came together very quickly to do
what we could.

The reality is that half of the baby
formula in this country goes to moms
and babies who are on a very important
program that is called the Women, In-
fants, and Children’s Program. We
know that we have to do everything
humanly possible to take away any
barrier for them to be able to get this
important food for children—to get
baby formula for children—and that is
what we have done to make sure that
the USDA can act quickly.

I want to thank Secretary Vilsack,
who in fact has acted quickly and who
has worked with us on this legislation.

We also want to make sure that
every manufacturer of baby formula
going forward is required to participate
in WIC to have a comprehensive plan of
what to do in an emergency, what to do
if their supply chain breaks down or
something else that stops our moms
and babies from getting what is essen-
tial daily nutrients for them to be
healthy. This is an important program
that has worked for a long, long time.

I am so pleased to have my friend and
ranking member Senator BOOZMAN
working with me. We came together
very quickly. I want to thank our
staffs for doing that as well.

This is not the only thing that needs
to happen, but it is really important
that we move forward and make it
clear that if you are on WIC and you go
to the grocery store and the formula
that you are supposed to buy by grant
is not available, but there is something
else available, you can buy it. You can
get it. We are not going to put any bar-
riers up for your getting safe baby for-
mula. This is an important piece.

I want to thank President Biden for
acting as well, reaching out to our
partners in the European Union to be
able to import safe baby formula as
fast as possible. There are other pro-
ducers, manufacturers in the country
increasing their production right now.

But the most important thing is that
we let families know that we are going
to do everything possible to make sure
that their babies get what they need as
soon as possible and that we under-
stand—I certainly understand as a
mom; I understand as a grandma—that
this is a horror for families with ba-
bies.

And I am very appreciative that the
U.S. Senate came together as quickly
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and as in a bipartisan way as we have
done to do our part—those of us on the
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
Committee—to make sure that those
moms and babies whom we are respon-
sible for through WIC are getting all
the support that they can to make sure
they can sleep easy at night, except
when the baby is crying, of course—to
be able to sleep easy at night and know
that somebody is going to work as hard
as possible to make sure they have the
baby formula they need.

I would defer to my friend and part-
ner, Senator BOOZMAN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arkansas.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Again, I want to
compliment Senator STABENOW for her
leadership in this area and, as she said,
getting this done in a record amount of
time. We are facing an infant formula
shortage across the country, as we all
know. Moms and dads in the most pros-
perous country on earth should never
have to worry about their ability to ob-
tain something as vital as baby for-
mula.

One of the most vital nutrition pro-
grams, the WIC program provides for-
mula to families in need across the
country. These shortages have
disproportionally impacted these fami-
lies as it makes it more difficult to
find formula on the shelves.

This legislation will benefit every
American family by ensuring that for-
mula manufacturers and regulators are
always prepared to respond to any
shortages or supply disruptions and by
providing more flexibilities to USDA
and States in helping parents meet
their children’s nutritional needs.

Our bill has the support of the Na-
tional WIC Association and more than
2560 other groups across the country
and, most importantly, the support of
100 Senators, which we are very proud
of.

I want to, again, give a special shout-
out, a special thanks to Senator STA-
BENOW and her staff and my staff, who
worked very hard to get this done, and
then also to the majority leader Sen-
ator SCHUMER for, again, pushing this
through.

As Senator STABENOW said, I think
this truly is a record amount of time
and great collaboration amongst the
House and the Senate and really is a
very, very good example as to how we
need to collaborate more.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri.

———
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

MR. BLUNT. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor police week and recog-
nize the service and sacrifice law en-
forcement officers make every day to
protect communities across my State
of Missouri and my hometown of
Springfield, right here in the Capitol
that you and I benefit from every day,
and all across the country.

When I came to the Senate 11 years
ago with Senator CooNS, we founded
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the Senate Law Enforcement Caucus,
and I have had the privilege of working
closely with many of Missouri’s police
officers, sheriff’s departments, local,
State, and county-level police officials,
and Missouri Highway Patrol. And,
frankly, in the Rules Committee work,
I have worked closely with the Capitol
Police here, and it is something I am
pleased to be able to do.

The men and women that serve us
really do put their lives on the line,
and I am going to talk about that a lit-
tle bit today. They made the choice to
put the safety of their communities
first, and I, like many others, are
grateful to all of those who wear the
badge and stand in front of danger for
us.
Tragically, in the last year, five of
Missouri’s officers lost their lives in
the line of duty.

Officer Blaize Madrid-Evans of the
Independence Police Department was
killed by a violent suspect evading ar-
rest. Officer Madrid-Evans was just 22
years old, engaged to be married. He
graduated from the academy 2 months
earlier.

His mother Shannon said he could
charm anyone he met growing up. One
of the staff members at Smithville
High School remembered him as a
young man who spent time serving his
community. She said:

He wouldn’t hesitate to help a fellow stu-
dent or another person. He was a wonderful
leader and a wonderful friend. I have no
doubt his impact would have been far-reach-
ing in the years to come.

Indeed, it will be, as it turned out,
because the selfless person that he was,
he made a decision to be an organ
donor and save the lives of others. One
of the people being helped by his deci-
sion is Springfield, MO, Police Officer
Mark Priebe, who was severely injured
in the line of duty in 2020.

Officer Priebe received a donated kid-
ney and after successful surgery said
he hoped to honor Officer Madrid-
Evans and his family by the way he
lives his life. The ability that these
two families—two law enforcement
families—had to come together and
find a purpose in tragedy is a state-
ment to the power of faith and an in-
spiration, I think, to all of us.

Officer Madrid-Evans is survived by
his fiancee Victoria Atkinson, his
mother Shannon Evans, his step-mom
Sharon Braley, his mother Michelle
Madrid, his sister Jordyn Evans, along
with his grandparents, uncles, an aunt,
and a cousin.

Detective Antonio Valentine of the
St. Louis County Police Department
was Killed during a vehicular pursuit.
Detective Valentine was a 14-year vet-
eran of the department, had served in
the U.S. Army, including a tour in
Iraq, and was recently retired from the
U.S. Air Force.

His Uncle Scott, a fellow law enforce-
ment officer with the St. Louis Metro-
politan Police Department remembered
him as a man who always put his fam-
ily first. When he was a child, accord-
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ing to his uncle, things were hard. His
uncle said: ‘“There is nothing like hav-
ing to fight a roach for a cracker.” But
no matter what little the family had,
Detective Valentine went without to be
sure his siblings had what they needed.

As an adult, he often asked his uncle
to make sure his kids, Jaylan, Alesha,
Antonio, Jr., and Victoria were taken
care of if something happened to him. I
hope they will find strength in know-
ing how completely devoted their dad
was to them and to all who benefited
from his life of service.

Police Officer Lane Burns of Bonne
Terre, MO, of that police department,
was killed while responding to a vio-
lent disturbance. He was a 5-year vet-
eran of the department. His fiancee
Shannon Chasteen would often listen
to the police radio while he was on
duty, and she heard the call the night
he lost his life that he responded to.

It is really a tragic reminder of how
hard it is for families who never know
when or where their loved one will be
challenged and be in danger. And so
those families are basically in danger
all the time at someone’s work, and
they are wondering what that person
may be facing at any moment.

Officer Burns is survived by Shannon
and by his children Ivy Claire and
Raiden Michael Burns, his parents Joe
and Julie Burns, brothers Scott and
Steve Burns, and his grandmother.

Officer Jake Reed and Corporal Ben-
jamin Cooper, both of the Joplin Police
Department, were fatally wounded re-
sponding to a disturbance. Officer Reed
was a b-year veteran of the depart-
ment. Joplin Police Chief Sloan Row-
land said: ‘“‘Jake was the epitome of
selfless service and sacrifice.”

Like Officer Madrid-Evans, Officer
Reed was also an organ donor, and he
will continue to impact the lives of
countless recipients and their loved
ones who—thanks to his selflessness—
will have more time together and a
better quality of life.

Chief Rowland said of Officer Reed
his ‘‘fervent hope is that some day
those individuals will learn of this re-
markable man and honor him with a
life well lived. A life full of love and
compassion, caring, and humor, just
like Jake lived.”

It completes the chief’s quote about
Jake but obviously doesn’t complete
his interest in Jake or the lives he
saved or the people that Jake cared
about, and that included his wife
Bayley, with whom he would have cele-
brated his first anniversary earlier this
month, as well as his parents, Robert
and Melissa Reed, his brother Sam
Reed, his in-laws, and a nephew.

CPL Benjamin Cooper was a U.S.
Army veteran. He initially joined the
Joplin Police Department in 2003 and
returned in 2013 after spending time as
a K-9 officer in Colorado.

His funeral brought together former
colleagues from all over the country.
His friend and former colleague, Rev.
Brian Henderson, remembered him as
an officer who didn’t pull any punches
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but ‘“‘always had your back no matter
what.”

Reverend Henderson also said despite
his tough exterior, Corporal Cooper, or
“Coop,” had a sneaky sense of humor
he would share in the squad room to
lighten the mood before shifts.

He is survived by his wife Roxy, two
daughters, Tiffany Boyer and Ashley
Cooper, his parents Steve and Joyce
Cooper, sister Robyn Jensen and her
husband, and two nephews.

These five people—and I wish I
wasn’t here reading the names of five
people today. These five people rep-
resent the determination of all of our
Nation’s brave law enforcement offi-
cers to go above and beyond for their
communities.

Three of these officers were lost in a
span of roughly a week in March—Offi-
cer Burns, Officer Reed, and Corporal
Cooper. Their loss was certainly a gut
punch to the Missouri law enforcement
community, and I was proud to join my
colleague Senator HAWLEY in intro-
ducing a resolution to honor their serv-
ice and sacrifice, which was adopted by
the full Senate on May 10.

There are few jobs in this country as
difficult, as dangerous, and as demand-
ing as being a law enforcement officer
or one of their family members. The
challenges they face today are growing,
as local departments struggle with
staffing shortages caused by record-
high departures and difficulty filling
open positions. So everybody has to
work harder than you would hope they
would work at a job that is already
hard enough.

This is all happening against the
backdrop of a crimewave afflicting
communities of all sizes all across the
country.

This is, unfortunately, the predict-
able result of a movement that has
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villainized law enforcement. And as co-
chair of the Law Enforcement Caucus,
one of my priorities has been to ensure
law enforcement officers have the sup-
port and resources they need to do
their jobs as safely and effectively as
possible.

Ensuring Americans can live, work,
and raise their families without fear
should not be a partisan issue. We can
all agree that there should be a zero-
tolerance policy for police misconduct,
and anyone who engages in that con-
duct should be held accountable. But
we can’t allow the millions of out-
standing public servants who put their
lives on the line to question whether
they have our full support and grati-
tude for the work they do. I know I do,
and many of us every day thank the
Capitol Police that we see multiple
times during the day.

And I want to thank all of our Na-
tion’s law enforcement officers for
leaving their houses today or later to-
night, as they do every day, to patrol
and protect their communities. I offer
my sincere prayer that each and every
one returns home to their families safe
and sound.

For all those who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in Missouri and across
the country, I offer my deepest condo-
lences to their families.

We must never forget their bravery
and their service, even as we hope that
next year there will be fewer names of
the fallen to share.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST
TIME, EN BLOC—H.R. 350, S. 4261,
H.R. 7688, AND H.R. 7790

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I un-
derstand that there are four bills at the
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desk, and I ask for their first reading
en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bills by title for the
first time.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 350) to authorize dedicated do-
mestic terrorism offices within the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, the Department
of Justice, and the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation to analyze and monitor domestic
terrorist activity and require the Federal
Government to take steps to prevent domes-
tic terrorism.

A Dbill (S. 4261) to suspend duties and other
restrictions on the importation of infant for-
mula to address the shortage of infant for-
mula in the United States, and for other pur-
poses.

A Dbill (H.R. 7688) to prevent consumers
from price-gouging of consumer fuels, and
for other purposes.

A bill (H.R. 7790) making emergency sup-
plemental appropriations to address the
shortage of infant formula in the United
States for the fiscal year ending September
30, 2022, and for other purposes.

Ms. STABENOW. I now ask for a sec-
ond reading, and I object to my own re-
quest, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bills will
receive their second reading on the
next legislative day.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 4:07 P.M.
TODAY

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate ad-
journ until 4:07 p.m. today.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 4:06 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
May 19, 2022, at 4:07 p.m.
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF JUDGE
GEORGE MITCHELL, JR.

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to celebrate the life of Judge
George M. Mitchell who passed away April 19
of this year. Judge Mitchell was a dear friend
and mentor of mine, and | join his family,
friends, and loved ones in mourning his loss.

Judge Mitchell was born on February 14,
1945 to George Mitchell and Lenora Oliver
Mitchell in Winona, Mississippi. He was raised
by his grandparents, Oscar and Minnie Oliver
after his mother passed away. He attended
Mississippi State University and was commis-
sioned as a Second Lieutenant in the United
States Air Force in Vietnam. He continued his
service both in the Mississippi Air National
Guard and the United States Air Force Re-
serve. He retired as a Colonel and with the
honorary designation as a Brigadier General.

George graduated from law school at the
University of Mississippi in 1975. He clerked at
the Mississippi Supreme Court and served his
community for 40 years. He served as the
Prosecuting Attorney for Webster County from
1986-2004 and was appointed as Circuit
Court Judge for the Fifth Circuit Court District,
where he served until his passing.

Left to cherish his memory are his son,
Matt; daughter, Mandy; and three grand-
children.

| feel honored to have known and learned
so much from Judge Mitchell, and | know | am
not the only Mississippian who has benetitted
from his life in public service. My prayers and
condolences are with his family.

——————

HONORING NAVON MORGAN FOR
EARNING THE HUSKY 100 AWARD
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WASH-
INGTON

HON. JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize and congratulate
Navon Morgan, from Vancouver, Washington
on being awarded the Husky 100 from the
University of Washington.

The University of Washington Husky 100
program recognizes 100 undergraduate and
graduate students from all campuses and all
areas of study who are making the most of
their time at the university. Recipients of the
Husky 100 are successfully connecting what
happens inside the classroom to the outside,
helping make a difference on campus, in their
communities, and in the future—and Navon is
no exception.

Navon is pursuing his bachelor’s in Political
Science at the University of Washington.

Navon says he is passionate about hearing
the needs of the community and utilizing pol-
icy and the power of advocacy to meet those
issues with tangible solutions—which is an ad-
mirable and worthy goal. His current activities
and goals for his future are exactly why Navon
was given this recognition.

Once again, | want to congratulate Navon
on receiving this honor and | wish him the
best of luck in his future endeavors.

————————

HONORING MEIING FANG AS A
DISTINGUISHED LEADER IN CEN-
TRAL FLORIDA FOR  ASIAN
AMERICAN AND PACIFIC IS-
LANDER HERITAGE MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, Meiing Fang
has worked at the United States Post Office
for more than 35 years.

Meiing Fang is deeply involved in public af-
fairs locally and nationally. She has been vol-
unteering with the community in education,
management, and public affairs. She is a
founding member and current president of the
Florida Educational Alliance. The nonprofit or-
ganization promotes and provides various
leadership programs for helping domestic and
international students to learn and experience
the American culture, economy, and edu-
cation. The leadership development programs
help our future leaders to leverage their talent
and necessary experience.

She is also an active board member of
Asian Pacific Islanders American Public Affairs
(APAPA) in Central Florida to empower civic
and public affairs through education, active
participation, and leadership development.

MRS. ANGIE NOLAND
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker,
| proudly pause to recognize Mrs. Angie
Noland as she retires from twenty-seven years
as a teacher in early childhood education from
Maysville, Mo.

Mrs. Noland has been a dedicated servant
to her students for twenty-seven years. With a
heart for early childhood education, she pre-
pared pre-school and kindergarten classes to
embrace the joy of learning. Her service to the
community and the school district in Maysville
set an example for all students, parents and
staff. Even after suffering a major stroke in
November of 2021, she refused to give up on
teaching and in April 2022 was able to come
back full time. She is the best example of the
hard work and dedicated service provided by
America’s public-school teachers.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in thanking Mrs. Angie Noland for the hard
work and dedication to public education serv-
ing the children of the Sixth Congressional
District. | am proud to represent Mrs. Angie
Noland in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF CHARLES
FRANKLIN SWIMMER

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker,
| rise today in celebration of the life of Charles
Franklin Swimmer. Mr. Swimmer was a resi-
dent of luka, Mississippi, and lived a long and
meaningful life.

Mr. Swimmer was born in July of 1945. Mr.
Swimmer became a career photographer after
finding his passion while serving in the United
States Air Force. Amidst finding his passion
for photography Mr. Swimmer served three
tours in Vietnam before moving to luka, Mis-
sissippi where he opened his own business
called, “Photography by Charles”. After open-
ing in 1975, Mr. Swimmer's business re-
mained open for the 38 years he ran it.

He is survived by his wife of 48 years, Char-
lotte Swimmer, their two daughters Rebecca,
and Terri, two grandchildren, and three great
grandchildren. We are grateful for Mr. Swim-
mer’s service to this country, and for his hard
work and dedication to his work and family.

——————

RECOGNIZING CARL JENNINGS
HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Carl Jennings on his retire-
ment and thank him for his decades of leader-
ship as Director of Recreation and Human
Services for the City of Long Branch, New Jer-
sey. Mr. Jennings’ accomplishments and dedi-
cated public service are truly deserving of this
body’s recognition.

Throughout his nearly 30-year tenure at the
Long Branch Department of Recreation and
Human Services, Mr. Jennings has gone
above and beyond his duties to oversee the
department and execute its recreational pro-
grams and activities. From his vision and
hands-on leadership to his collaborations with
community partners and organizations, Mr.
Jennings has expanded program offerings and
events, and increased community participa-
tion. These programs and activities are an
asset to residents; they encourage active liv-
ing, develop life skills, and promote community
engagement. Carl Jennings has helped renew
a sense of community pride within the city and
his leadership will truly be missed.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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In addition to his work as Director of Recre-
ation and Human Services, Mr. Jennings has
been an active member of the greater Long
Branch community. Serving as a Commis-
sioner of the Long Branch Housing Authority,
member of the Monmouth Family Health Cen-
ter Board of Directors and a member of the
Rotary Club of Long Branch, Carl Jennings
has established himself as an advocate for the
community. His knowledge and commitment to
service was also recognized in his appoint-
ment to the Monmouth County Youth Services
Commission and the 11th Legislative District
Economic Recovery Advisory Council Govern-
ments Subcommittee.

Madam Speaker, | sincerely hope my col-
leagues will join me in congratulating Carl Jen-
nings on his retirement. It is my honor to rec-
ognize his dedicated service to the City of
Long Branch and offer my best wishes as he
enters this new stage in life.

———

HONORING PAULINE HO AS A DIS-
TINGUISHED LEADER IN CEN-
TRAL FLORIDA  FOR  ASIAN
AMERICAN AND PACIFIC IS-
LANDER HERITAGE MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, Pauline Ho
was born and educated in Hong Kong and the
United States. She is a U.S. CPA in both Flor-
ida and Washington, and a U.K. chartered ac-
countant. She has a Bachelor of Science in
accounting from Hong Kong Polytechnic Uni-
versity, a master’'s degree in business admin-
istration from Andrews University of Michigan,
and a master’'s degree in accounting from the
University of Central Florida.

Pauline began her career with public ac-
counting in one of the big four CPA firms in
Hong Kong. During the past 20 years, she has
progressed to senior finance positions to cover
financial planning and budgeting, corporate fi-
nance, controllership, and financial consulting
in multiple industries both in the Asia Pacific
regions and the United States. In 2008, she
opened the doors of Laus Consulting Services
to the public—providing accounting, tax, and
business consulting services.

Pauline enjoys living and working in a multi-
cultural environment as she has lived in Hong
Kong, Sydney, Australia; and the United
States. She has also traveled extensively in
China, Taiwan, Singapore, and Malaysia dur-
ing her career. This enables her to build up a
solid foundation in international accounting
and tax. She is fluent in English, Cantonese,
and some Mandarin.

Pauline is very active in the local community
as well. She was the president of the Chinese
American Association of Central Florida, Cen-
tral Florida vice chair to the finance and busi-
ness development committees of the Asian
American Federation of Florida, on the Board
of Directors of the Florida Symphony Youth
Orchestra, chair of the Chinese School of
CAACF, and chair of the Scholastic Award
Committee of Asian American Heritage Coun-
cil. She is currently the chair of REACH of
Central Florida, vice president of Youth En-
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richment and Senior Services, as well as
treasurer and on the Board of Directors of
Mills 50. She is also on the Board of Directors
of United Against Poverty and Sharing Center,
and CPAs for various nonprofit organizations.

——————

CELEBRATING THE ENGAGEMENT
OF KATIE BERG AND TYE COVEY
IN NEW RIVER GORGE NATIONAL
PARK AND PRESERVE

HON. ALEXANDER X. MOONEY

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. MOONEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate one of the first of many stories to
come out of America’s 63rd National Park:
New River Gorge National Park and Preserve
in West Virginia.

On April 15, 2022, a young couple whose
all-American love story began in the Midwest
and flourished in our nation’s capital chose to
start the rest of their lives together while hiking
the Beauty Mountain Trail.

It was a cool and quiet evening when Tye
Covey and Katie Berg took in a sunset from
the overlook.

As Tye searched for the words to match the
wondrous moment, the Lord touched his heart.
He said, “I explained to Katie how great it is
that | get to spend every day with my best
friend, and | asked her if she’'d like to do that
forever.”

Their love story is as pure and true as the
natural beauty at New River Gorge.

Please join me in wishing Katie Berg and
Tye Covey a lifetime of adventures together
as Wild and Wonderful as West Virginia itself.

———

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL THERAPY
ANIMAL DAY

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker,
today | rise to recognize April 30, 2022, as
National Therapy Animal Day. Pet Partners
therapy animal teams throughout Mississippi
play an essential role in improving human
health and well-being through the human-ani-
mal bond. Pet Partners animal teams make
millions of visits per year in settings such as
hospitals, schools and hospices. Pet Partners
therapy animal teams interact with a variety of
people in our community including veterans,
seniors, patients, students facing literary chal-
lenges, and those approaching the end of life.
These exceptional therapy animals who part-
ner with their human companions bring com-
fort and healing to those in need.

There is a growing body of research that
demonstrates the various ways in which ther-
apy animals can make a difference in a per-
son’s life. They are believed to improve mental
wellness by decreasing fear, anxiety, loneli-
ness, and isolation. They may also influence
our physical health, lowering perceived levels
of pain, shortening recovery times, and help-
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ing those who are ill have a positive outlook
about their future.

In the State of Mississippi, we encourage
our citizens to celebrate our therapy animals
and their human handlers. Further, | publicly
salute the service of therapy animal teams in
our community and in communities across the
nation.

On this day, | also wish to recognize Phillip
and Kimberly Jackson, owners of For the Pup-
pies Training Academy. | commend them for
their hard work and steadfast dedication to
training dogs for pet owners and to enhance
the lives of others through their own therapy
dogs—Pretzel and Oreo.

CELEBRATING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SAINT PAUL CIVIC
SYMPHONY

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Ms. McCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of the Saint Paul Civic
Symphony as they celebrate their 75th anni-
versary of music-making in Minnesota’s capitol
city. Founded in 1945, the Saint Paul Civic
Symphony is St. Paul's oldest orchestra, and
was created to provide World War 1l service-
men returning from war with a way to reenter
into the music community.

The symphony was established with four
fundamental objectives—to provide the greater
Saint Paul Community with free concerts with
a wide range of symphonic literature, to pro-
vide musicians with an opportunity to perform
in a high-quality symphony, to serve children
in the community by offering interactive and
imaginative performances to instill in them a
love of music, and to deepen ties with their
sister orchestra, the Nagasaki Symphony, and
nurture cultural exchange between both cities.

This year the symphony has commissioned
a new piece of music by local composer Steve
Heitzeg titled “Green Hope after Black Rain
(Symphony for the Survivors of Manzanar, Hir-
oshima and Nagasaki)” which reflects upon
and celebrates the unique relationship be-
tween the Saint Paul Civic Symphony and the
Nagasaki Symphony. This relationship as sis-
ter symphonies was the first affiliation of its
kind in the United States, and fosters a fruitful
exchange of repertoire and musicians between
the orchestras.

The Saint Paul Civic Symphony has been a
pillar of the arts in our community for many
decades, and while this year actually marks
their 76th season of performances, delays
from the coronavirus pandemic have post-
poned their anniversary celebration to this
spring. Music, like all forms of art, enriches
our culture and our community, especially dur-
ing challenging times like these past few
years. And | am grateful to the volunteers,
board of directors, musicians and music direc-
tor Jeffrey Stirling, who are all deeply com-
mitted to supporting the arts and the mission
of the Saint Paul Civic Symphony. Madam
Speaker, please join me in recognizing the
Saint Paul Civic Symphony as they return to
in-person performances and celebrate their
momentous 75th anniversary.
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RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

HON. BRIAN BABIN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 60th anniversary of San Jacinto
College, located in Harris County, Texas. For
more than six decades, San Jacinto College
has established itself as an educational trail-
blazer in the greater Houston area. The col-
lege has an outstanding reputation for pro-
viding affordable, high-quality instruction and
training in more than 200 degrees and certifi-
cate programs.

On September 18, 1961, San Jacinto Col-
lege first opened its doors to the citizens and
communities of East Harris County in a rented
storefront in downtown Pasadena, Texas. The
newly-formed institution was named the East
Harris County Union Junior College. Their ini-
tial enrollment of 876 students was, at the
time, the largest for any junior college in
Texas. In its second year of operation, the col-
lege was awarded full accreditation by the
Texas Association of Colleges and Univer-
sities. A few decades later, in December of
1995, the college adopted its current name,
the San Jacinto Community College District.

Over the past 60 years, San Jacinto College
has opened additional campuses and centers,
including San Jacinto College North in 1975,
San Jacinto College South in 1979, a Martine
Technology and Training Center in 2016, and
a Generation Park Campus in 2020. The col-
lege also oversees the LyondellBasell Center
for Petrochemical, Energy, and Technology in
Pasadena and the EDGE Center at the Hous-
ton Spaceport in Houston.

To date, San Jacinto College has awarded
certificates and associate degrees to more
than 93,000 graduates. Additionally, since
1980, 175,000 continuing enroliments have
helped create a skilled workforce across the
greater Houston region. For their outstanding
efforts in 2017 and 2021, the Aspen Institute
recognized San Jacinto College as one of the
top five community colleges in the nation.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to represent
several of San Jacinto College’s campuses
and centers and congratulate them for more
than half a century of excellence in education.
| have no doubt that they will continue to en-
rich the workforce and surrounding commu-
nities for decades to come.

———

HONORING ALICIA TULLO AS A
DISTINGUISHED LEADER IN CEN-
TRAL FLORIDA FOR  ASIAN
AMERICAN AND PACIFIC IS-
LANDER HERITAGE MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, Alicia Tullo
was born in Mindanao, Southern Philippines.
She attended the San Pedro College School
of Nursing and earned her bachelor's degree
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in nursing from Far Eastern University in the
Philippines. She also earned a bachelor's de-
gree in Health and Human Sciences from
Lynn University in Boca Raton, Florida. She
later earned a master's degree in Nursing Ad-
ministration and Education from Mountain
State University, West Virginia.

Mrs. Tullo has held several positions in the
medical field. She is so passionate about her
field that she has dedicated her time to teach-
ing others. Mrs. Tullo has worked as a Nurse
Educator at Mount Sinai Medical Center,
Miami Dade College School of Nursing, Ever-
est University in Healthcare Administration
programs, and the American College for Med-
ical Careers in Orlando.

Mrs. Tullo was previously the Director of
Nursing Services at John F. Kennedy Hospital
in Palm Beach, Florida. She also owned and
operated a medical billing company and con-
sulted in physician practice management. Mrs.
Tullo also owned and operated a free-standing
breast imaging & diagnostic center in
Maitland, Florida. She has held the position of
Program Director at Remington College and is
currently an adjunct professor.

Her contributions to our community do not
end there. Mrs. Tullo is a member of Rotary
International. She previously served on the
Board of Trustees for the YMCA/YWCA, Com-
munity Health Services of Muscatine County,
lowa. She is currently serving as the President
of the Philippine Nurses Association of Central
Florida. Mrs. Tullo also organized a nutrition
program for an Elementary School in a remote
village in the Southern Philippines and con-
ducts medical missions to remote villages in
the Southern Philippines every 2 years.

Mrs. Tullo is an active member of Sigma
Theta Tau, an Honor Society in Nursing. She
currently serves as Board of Trustees for the
Philippine Nurses Association of America
Foundation providing humanitarian relief serv-
ices to victims of disease and disasters in the
Philippines.

She is a Girl Scouts leader and lifetime
member. She has served as a lector and Eu-
charistic minister at various churches for over
50 years. Mrs. Tullo has served as the Board
of Directors for the Philippine Cultural Founda-
tion of Florida, which works to educate Filipino
Americans and the general public about the
culture of the Philippines. She is also an ac-
tive member of the Florida Action Coalition,
which aims to advance the nursing profession
and ensure that all Floridians can access safe,
high quality health care.

Mrs. Tullo is married to a physician and has
one daughter.

———————

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR.
MARK E. HAMISTER

HON. CHRIS JACOBS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. JACOBS of New York. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to remember and honor the life of
Mark E. Hamister, who passed away on Au-
gust 20, 2021, at the young age of 69.

Mr. Hamister was born on October 18,
1951, in Western New York, where he lived

E537

most of his life. Mr. Hamister's love of West-
ern New York led to his unwavering devotion
to our region and dedication to improving the
lives of its residents.

Mr. Hamister's entrepreneurial spirit began
at 15 years old when he started two busi-
nesses, a neighborhood lawn mowing busi-
ness and Kenmore Engine Service. Later,
while part of Junior Achievement he invented
the O-Cello sponge. While attending Roch-
ester Institute for Technology, he established
RIT Students Cooperative, Inc. From RIT he
worked his way to become the Administrator
of the Shire at Culverton Assisted Living Facil-
ity. On June 1, 1977, he officially launched his
career after buying an assisted living resi-
dence in LeRoy, NY and founded National
Health Care Affiliates, Inc. After improving his
first assisted living residence, he purchased
others over the next 44 years. In 1998, he en-
tered the professional sports business. He
was awarded an expansion franchise in the
Arena Football League for Buffalo, the Buffalo
Destroyers. Mr. Hamister grew Hamister
Group, LLC into one of the top investors in
middle-market hotels and senior housing resi-
dences. Today, Hamister Group, LLC man-
ages over 20 properties that employs over 900
people, spanning seven states.

Dedicated to making Buffalo, and Western
New York as a whole, the best place it could
be, Mr. Hamister was willing to work with any-
one to help improve our region. Mr. Hamister
was involved in numerous local organizations
with community business leaders that worked
to improve the City of Buffalo. He was actively
involved in several local civic groups, boards
of directors, and organizations, including the
Republican National Committee, Invest Buffalo
Niagara, the Erie County Industrial Develop-
ment Agency, Empire State Development, Erie
County Cultural Resources Advisory Board,
University at Buffalo, Rochester Institute of
Technology, Shea’s Performing Arts Center,
and Buffalo Seminary. His involvement and
dedication to his community was recognized
with numerous well-deserved awards for his
entrepreneurship and leadership. These
awards include the Buffalo Business First Life-
time Achievement Award, being named a Jun-
ior Achievement Hall of Fame Laureate, and in
1992, Mr. Hamister was named as an Entre-
preneur of the Year for New York State. Na-
tionally recognized repeatedly, as one of the
fastest growing companies with Inc. 500/5000
magazine and a member of the Inc. 500/5000
Hall of Fame.

Mr. Hamister also founded the Mark E.
Hamister Foundation, which supports edu-
cation, healthcare, and community service pro-
grams. The foundation primarily supports
Western New York, Raleigh, NC and Southern
Florida. The Foundation has supported organi-
zations such as the University at Buffalo,
Roswell Park, Cleveland Clinic, St. Gregory’s
Episcopal Church of Boca Raton, the Junior
Achievement program, and the National Com-
edy Center to name a few.

Mr. Hamister was a devoted son, husband,
father and grandfather. He had a strong faith
and instilled his values into his family and
Hamister Group, which laid the foundation of
the company’s culture.

Madam Speaker, please join me in cele-
brating Mr. Hamister's life, in honoring his
work, and all his achievements.
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HONORING LAW ENFORCEMENT

HON. ANDY BIGGS

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaker, this week a
grateful nation honored law enforcement by
celebrating National Police Week. My gratitude
to our law enforcement professionals and their
families cannot be overstated. Their sacrifices,
in the defense of and service to our commu-
nities, are worthy of recognition and humble
thanks.

Those lost in the line of duty this past year
from agencies within Arizona’s Fifth Congres-
sional District include:

Maricopa County Sheriff's Deputy Juan
Miguel Ruiz, End of Watch Monday, October
11, 2021

Maricopa County Sheriff's Lieutenant Chad
Owen Brackman, End of Watch Wednesday,
November 10, 2021

Maricopa County Detention Officer Kendall
Leroy Thomas, End of Watch Friday, Sep-
tember 10, 2021

Chandler Police Officer Lyndon Tyler Britt,
End of Watch Monday, January 11, 2021

Chandler Police Officer Jeremy Martin Wil-
kins, End of Watch Friday, December 17,
2021

Chandler Police Officer Christopher Allan
Farrar, End of Watch Friday, April 30, 2021

To illustrate the bravery and selflessness of
these men, | wish to share the account of
Chandler Police Officer Farrar and Gilbert Po-
lice Officer Rico Aranda.

Last year, deputies with the Pinal County
Sheriff's Office were in pursuit of a known
felon. Understanding full well that the suspect
had already fired shots at the responding dep-
uties and their lives may be in peril, Officer
Farrar and Officer Aranda entered the pursuit.
The suspect entered a car dealership in Chan-
dler where he stole a truck. He then turned
this vehicle against the officers, striking Officer
Farrar and Officer Aranda, causing both to
suffer critical injuries. Officer Farrar suc-
cumbed to his injuries, while Officer Aranda is
still on the path to full recovery.

While in the hospital, Officer Aranda was
visited by his Chief and was asked about his
future plans. The Chief expressed gratitude for
his sacrifice and, knowing the long road
ahead, told him there would be no shame if he
decided to retire after this incident. Officer
Aranda looked him in the eye and told him,
“Nah dawg, I'm gonna be Chief one day.”

This is but one of countless examples of the
bravery, dedication, and honor with which our
law enforcement professionals serve. The
people of Arizona’s Fifth Congressional District
are grateful. We stand with them. We support
them. And we will always back the blue.

——————

HONORING ANDREW HENGSTLER
FOR EARNING THE HUSKY 100
AWARD AT THE UNIVERSITY OF
WASHINGTON

HON. JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize and congratulate
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Andrew Hengstler from Vancouver, Wash-
ington on being awarded the Husky 100 from
the University of Washington.

The University of Washington Husky 100
program recognizes 100 undergraduate and
graduate students from all campuses and all
areas of study who are making the most of
their time while attending university. Recipi-
ents of the Husky 100 are successfully con-
necting what happens inside the classroom to
the outside, they’re helping make a difference
on campus and in their communities, and they
are preparing for an ambitious and successful
future. Andrew is no exception.

Andrew is pursuing his bachelor’s in Con-
struction Management at the University of
Washington. After graduation, Andrew wants
to use his degree and experience to “develop
built environments that encourage community
collaboration, where people are not separated
by class or culture.” His current activities and
goals led to Andrew earning this recognition.

Once again, | want to congratulate Andrew
on earning this honor and | wish him the best
of luck in his future endeavors.

———

HONORING  RANDELL “RANDY”
IWASAKI FOR HIS DEDICATED
PUBLIC SERVICE

HON. JERRY McNERNEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, | ask my
colleagues to join in celebrating the service
and achievements of Randell “Randy”
lwasaki, who is retiring from his position as
Executive Director of the Contra Costa Trans-
portation Authority (CCTA).

Randy joined CCTA as Executive Director in
2010 after a 26-year career with the California
Department of Transportation, where he
served as Director after holding various engi-
neering and management positions. Under
Randy’s guidance, CCTA completed high-pro-
file, long-term projects such as the fourth bore
of the Caldecott Tunnel and widening State
Route 4 in eastern Contra Costa County. He
and his team also worked on pioneering
projects, such as creating the largest secure
and connected autonomous vehicle proving
ground in the nation. They also championed
legislation and secured funding to pilot the first
system of low-speed multi-passenger shared
autonomous vehicles without steering wheels,
brake pedals, accelerators, or operators on
public roads in the United States.

Under Randy’s leadership, CCTA’s work
has been as diverse as Contra Costa County
itself. In addition to the work in autonomous
vehicles, CCTA has expanded bicycle trans-
portation and facilities, increased ferry service,
created an electric vehicle readiness blueprint
for the County, bolstered recreational opportu-
nities in conjunction with other regional agen-
cies, and even constructed maps to make it
safer for children to get to school.

Randy has been a good steward of public
resources, and his efforts have not gone un-
recognized. His agency received the Certifi-
cate of Excellence in Financial Reporting from
the Government Finance Officers Association
for eight consecutive years, as well as the Sil-
ver Medal for Good Government from the
Contra Costa Taxpayers Association.
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Randy’s commitment to providing the public
with the highest level of service is an example
to all. I ask that my colleagues join me in hon-
oring Randell “Randy” lwasaki’'s exceptional
service to the people of California and in wish-
ing him a happy, well-deserved retirement.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF ROBERT
“BOBBY” DONALD VENTI

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, | include in the RECORD the following
obituary for Robert “Bobby” Donald Venti:

Robert “Bobby” Donald Venti, 75, of East
Hartford, beloved husband of Roberta A.
(Farrell) Pacheco, passed away peacefully at
home with his loving family by his side on Sat-
urday, March 26, 2022. Born in Hartford on
July 24, 1946, he was the son of the late Jo-
seph and Eleanor (LaMacchia) Venti and had
lived in the East Hartford area his entire life.
Bobby was a graduate of East Hartford High
School. He was a proud decorated veteran of
the U.S. Army, serving during the Vietnam
War, earning a Bronze Star medal. Bobby
worked as a lithographer in the printing busi-
ness for many years. He was a member of the
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 120 of
Greater Hartford, American Legion Post #133
of South Windsor, and VFW Post #2046,
where he was currently serving as Post Com-
mander. He also belonged to the Army/Navy
Club of Manchester and the Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans, Chapter 17. He was an orga-
nizer and Master of Ceremonies of the Man-
chester Veteran’s Parade and was involved
with Veteran’s Row at the Manchester Road
Race. Bobby was also an animal lover and an
avid gardener, who was especially proud of
his award winning roses.

In addition to his wife Roberta, Bobby will
be forever missed by his two sons, Adam
Pacheco of Derby and Joshua Pacheco and
wife Chelsea of Broad Brook; and his two
adored grandchildren, Robert C. Pacheco and
Caroline J. Pacheco, both of Broad Brook. He
is also survived by his brother, James Venti of
Bristol; five sisters, Gloria Venti of Ellijay, GA,
Joan Lugo and husband Rene of Cummings,
GA, Elizabeth Pinney of East Hartford, Carol
Schwager of Port Ritchie, FL and Mary
Jacques and husband Robert of Glastonbury;
as well as many nieces, nephews, great-
nieces, great-nephews; and dear friends. He
was predeceased by two brothers, John Venti
and Joseph Venti.

——
HONORING DR. MUTHUSAMY
SWAMI AS A DISTINGUISHED

LEADER IN CENTRAL FLORIDA
FOR ASIAN AMERICAN AND PA-

CIFIC  ISLANDER  HERITAGE
MONTH
HON. DARREN SOTO
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, hailing from
the southern part of India, Dr. Muthusamy
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Swami came to the United States of America
in 1982. He holds bachelor's and master’s de-
grees from India and a Ph.D. from Florida
Tech. He joined the Florida Solar Energy Cen-
ter in 1982 and has worked there ever since.
Dr. Swami has over 40 years of experience in
building research, especially in building energy
conservation and sustainability—two topics in-
timately related to climate change.

Dr. Swami is a founding member of the
Muthamizh  Sangam of Central Florida
(MSCF). Started in 1986, MSCF is a non-profit
organization devoted to the awareness and
promotion of Tamil culture in Central Florida
with a vision to bring together all Tamil fami-
lies who reside in the area. He served as the
president of MSCF for over five years and
chairman of the board for many years. Dr.
Swami was also the president of the Hindu
Society of Central Florida (HSCF) from 2012
to 2013. HSCF’s focal point is the Hindu Tem-
ple in Casselberry and is the cultural, spiritual,
and educational center for Central Florida Hin-
dus. He has also served as APAPA’s presi-
dent and vice president for community out-
reach.

Dr. Swami is considered a pillar of the com-
munity for his wide range of community activi-
ties. His strength lies in providing leadership,
growing the community, and bringing them to-
gether—which he has done with great suc-
cess. He has been instrumental in setting up
language schools to preserve the native lan-
guage, providing leadership training to youth,
recruiting and posting students for internships,
and advising design teams to win national
awards. One such is a first-place design
award for the team and to him for faculty
advising.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RON ESTES

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. ESTES. Madam Speaker, | was not
present for the following Roll Call votes. Had
| been present, | would have voted as follows:

Roll Call vote No. 212, On Passage of the
bill (S. 2938) To designate the United States
Courthouse and Federal Building located at
111 North Adams Street in Tallahassee, Flor-
ida, as the “Joseph Woodrow Hatchett United
States Courthouse and Federal Building”, |
would have voted NAY;

Roll Call vote No. 213, On Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Pass the bill, (H. Res.
1125) Condemning rising antisemitism, | would
have voted YEA,;

Roll Call vote No. 214, On Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Pass the bill, (H.R. 5738)
Lactation Spaces for Veteran Moms Act, |
would have voted YEA;

Roll Call vote No. 215, On Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Pass the bill (H.R. 7335)
MST Claims Coordination Act, | would have
voted YEA;

Roll Call vote No. 216, On Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Pass the bill (H.R. 6961)
To amend title 38, United States Code, to im-
prove hearings before the Board of Veterans’
Appeals regarding claims involving military
sexual trauma, | would have voted YEA; and
on

Roll Call vote No. 217, On Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Pass the bill (H.R. 6064)
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Direct the Sec. of VA to seek to enter into an
agreement with the National Academies for a
review of examinations, furnished by the Sec.,
to individuals who submit claims to the Sec.
for compensation under chapter 11 of title 38,
U.S.C., for mental & physical conditions to
military sexual trauma, | would have voted
YEA.

SRI LANKA—MAY 2022
HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to commemorate the
13th anniversary of the end of the war in Sri
Lanka in May of 2009. The Sri Lankan govern-
ment won the war to keep the Sinhalese and
Tamil communities within one country but has
not yet won the peace. In 2015, the Sri
Lankan government made commitments on
transitional justice and accountability, a polit-
ical settlement of the ethnic problem, security
sector reform, the return of land, the release
of Tamil political prisoners, actions to end
human rights violations and other ambitious
reforms. Unfortunately, not enough improve-
ment has yet been seen by the Tamils, Chris-
tians and Muslims who feel marginalized and
discriminated against. Instead, in February
2020, the Sri Lankan government withdrew
their commitments to implement their goals to
transitional justice and accountability made at
the United Nations Human Rights Council in
2015.

The U.S. is a member of the United Nations
Human Rights Council (UNHRC) and has initi-
ated resolutions on Sri Lanka since 2012. I'm
urging the State Department to start work on
a new UNHRC Resolution before Resolution
46/1 expires this September. | suggest this
resolution includes:

An extension of the mandate of the
OHCHR’s special mechanism for evidence
collection, especially vital because of the be-
lated start of that mandate in April 2022.

The extension should explicitly determine
that:

Evidence collection is not limited to the time
period set by Sri Lanka’s Lessons Learned
and Reconciliation Commission (LLRC), which
had a mandate of conflict prevention rather
than accountability but include the entire war
which began in 1983 and the period just pre-
ceding when gross human rights violations
began, notably from 1979 with the introduction
of the notorious Prevention of Terrorism Act
(PTA). Evidence from reputed NGOs should
be accepted by the mechanism;

All crimes will be considered, including war
crimes, crimes against humanity and geno-
cide, including what the 2015 report Office of
the High Commissioner’s Investigation on Sri
Lanka (OISL) noted as ‘widespread’ and ‘sys-
tematic’ crimes by the State against the Tamil
population;

A recommendation that the General Assem-
bly act on the evidence collected to provide
accountability for mass atrocity crimes by re-
ferral to a higher international court such as
the International Court of Justice or the cre-
ation of a special tribunal for Sri Lanka; and

An operative clause on the immediate need
of major constitutional reform under inter-
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national supervision and guarantees to
achieve a permanent political solution to the
longstanding ethnic conflict to achieve regional
stability and peace and prosperity for all com-
munities on the island.

——————

RECOGNIZING CAPROCK HIGH
SCHOOL’S MCJROTC DRILL TEAMS

HON. RONNY JACKSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. JACKSON. Madam Speaker, today, |
am proud to recognize the Marine Corps Jun-
ior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps
(MCJROTC) Drill Teams of Caprock High
School in Amarillo, Texas for their exceptional
representation at the 2022 Marine Corps
JROTC National Drill Championship.

Over the past three years, Caprock twice
placed second at Nationals. These young ca-
dets remained committed to perfecting their
skills under the leadership of some of our
community’s finest, and, this vyear, they
brought home the National Championship tro-
phy. These cadets have exemplified the Ma-
rine Corps values of Honor, Courage, and
Commitment.

The National Drill Meet consisted of six
team events, with Caprock placing first in two
events, second in two events, and fifth in one
event. Their efforts secured the program’s first
National Championship, but | have a feeling it
will not be their last.

Since 1971, Caprock’s ROTC program has
been a part of the Amarillo community. The
program has always motivated students to
learn, fostered a disciplined and constructive
learning environment, and instilled essential
skills like time organization, responsibility, goal
setting, and teamwork.

| am privileged to represent our National
Champion cadets in Congress. They've made
me, Caprock High School, and the Amarillo
community proud. These students are a part
of a tremendous program and have a bright
future ahead. Congratulations to the cadets of
Caprock High School—Semper Fi.

——————

HONORING PHRA
WIJITDHAMMAPANI AS A DISTIN-
GUISHED LEADER IN CENTRAL
FLORIDA FOR ASIAN AMERICAN
AND PACIFIC ISLANDER HERIT-
AGE MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr.  SOTO. Madam Speaker, Phra
Wijitdhammapani was named Sunan
Kruakaew. He was born on August 3, 1957, in
Ranot District, Songkhla Province, and was
the son of Mr. Pum Kruakaew and Mrs. Om
Kruakaew.

At the age of reaching the educational cri-
teria, he attended primary school at Wat Kaset
Chonlathi School. After that, he turned his life
around to find a temple to study and practice
dhamma. On July 14, 1973, at the age of 16,
he was ordained as a novice with Phra Kru
Suwattanaprasat a preceptor.
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On July 1, 1978, at the age of 21, he was
ordained at Wat Somanat Vihara, Bangkok
with Chao Phrakhun Somdej Phra Wanrat
(Jub Thithadhammo), the abbot of Wat
Sommant Vihara, to be a preceptor.

Since being ordained as a novice, monks
have continued to study the discipline. He was
given duties continually related to the commu-
nity because they must perform their duties in
teaching Dhamma and meditation all the time.

In the year 1993, he was assigned by Phra
Thepwaraporn and was approved by Chao
prakhun  Somdej Phra  wanrat (Jab
Thitadhammo), the abbot of Wat Sommanat
Vihara, to practice religious activities in the
construction of the Wat Florida Dhammaram in
Kissimmee, Florida to be a spiritual center of
people of all nations. Teaching both morality
and meditation training.

On April 15, 1993, Wat Florida Dhammaram
was opened as a meditation center. Then,
construction work began on the place of medi-
tation in order to be ready to set up the center
for the community to coexist in peace. Wat
Florida Dhammaram has been developed
progress until the present.

—

REMEMBERING MICHAEL
“MICKEY” GANITCH

HON. ERIC SWALWELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. SWALWELL. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize the life and service of Michael
“Mickey” Ganitch, a United States Navy vet-
eran and Pearl Harbor survivor, who passed
away at the age of 102 on Wednesday, May
4, 2022.

Mickey was born in Mogadore, Ohio on No-
vember 18, 1919, as one of 14 children. Upon
graduating high school in 1937, he left Ohio
bound for California. On January 21, 1941, he
joined the United States Navy.

Mickey served in the Navy as a Quarter-
master, joining the USS Pennsylvania in Pearl
Harbor on August 15, 1941. On December 7,
1941, while preparing for a football game
against the USS Arizona, the Imperial Japa-
nese Navy Air Service bombardment of Pearl
Harbor began. During the second air attack, a
500-pound bomb hit Mickey’s ship, narrowly
missing Mickey’s station in the crow’s nest.
This attack killed 23 men and left numerous
others injured. After the attack, Mickey and the
USS Pennsylvania served as ammunition sup-
port for most major United States military inva-
sions in the Pacific theater throughout World
War II. Just before the end of the war, in
1945, Mickey survived another attack when a
torpedo struck the ship he was on, killing 20
in Mickey’s 26-man crew.

After the war, Mickey continued his service
as a recruiter in Oakland. In the early 1960'’s,
he met his wife, Barbara. They went on to
marry in 1963. Shortly thereafter, he retired
from the Navy as Senior Chief Quartermaster.
He continued to work various jobs throughout
his life, at a bowling alley, as a fishing net
manufacturer, and as a security guard at the
Alameda naval air station, where he retired in
1996.

Mickey’s active involvement in his commu-
nity reflected his heart of service. He served
as Pearl Harbor Survivors organization state
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treasurer and chapter secretary; he volun-
teered over 7,000 hours with the VA; he was
an active member of the Masonic Lodge; and
he served as head usher for his church for
more than 49 years.

Mickey, Barbara, and their family have re-
sided in the heart of my community since they
arrived. | am grateful for his service and his
dedication to sharing his story. He is survived
by his wife Barbara, with whom he shared
nearly 60 years of marriage, his four daugh-
ters, 13 grandchildren, 18 great-grandchildren,
and eight great-great-grandchildren.

————

CONGRATULATING BARRY S.
STERNLICHT ON HIS DEVOTION
TO CONGREGATION AGUDATH
SHOLOM

HON. JAMES A. HIMES

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. HIMES. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and congratulate Barry S. Sternlicht
for his tireless work on behalf of Congregation
Agudath Sholom. His devotion to the con-
gregational family at Agudath Sholom, the
local Jewish community in Stamford and to the
well-being of Jews worldwide is nothing short
of inspiring. The community of southwestern
Connecticut is stronger, richer and more inclu-
sive because of the work that he does.

It is my unique honor to recognize Barry for
his unyielding dedication and outstanding phil-
anthropic contributions to his congregation.
With  Barry’'s  generosity,  Congregation
Agudath Sholom restored its synagogue and
in doing so, helped spread the core Jewish
value ofrepairing the world. Barry’s commit-
ment to preserving the beauty of Agudath
Sholom in the spirit of his father exemplifies a
core tenet of Judaism: L'dor V'dor, from gen-
eration to generation.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in congratulating Barry on his
immense accomplishments.

———
COMMENDING 50 YEARS OF DIPLO-
MATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN

THE UNITED STATES AND THE
STATE OF QATAR

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, | am pleased
to rise today to commend 50 years of diplo-
matic relations between the United States and
the State of Qatar.

That a country slightly smaller than Con-
necticut is such an important partner to the
United States is no mere accident. Instead,
this is the direct result of the dedication and
hard work of not only Qatar’s leaders, but its
people. | would be remiss if | did not give
credit to Qatar's leaders who have ensured
spending on social programs such as housing,
healthcare, education, and pensions. Through
this commitment, the people of Qatar have
what they need to advance their Nation.

Qatar has also assisted the United States
with our diplomatic and military goals in the re-
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gion. In 1991, Qatar played a significant role
in the Gulf War, particularly during the Battle
of Khafji in which Qatari tanks engaged troops
loyal to Saddam Hussein. Furthermore, Qatar
allowed coalition troops from the United
States, Canada, and France to operate in its
territory, bolstering Operation Desert Storm.
Following this successful arrangement, the
United States and Qatar agreed upon the
need for a Defense Cooperation Agreement.
This pact, which has subsequently been ex-
panded, has served as the basis for military
collaboration for the last 30 years.

In 1996, Qatar built Al Udeid Air Base,
which now serves as the forward headquarters
for U.S. Central Command. Al Udeid is home
to the largest U.S. military base in the Middle
East and continues to be supported by Qatar,
with the Qatari government having provided
over $8 billion in funding for the base over the
last 20 years.

Notably, President Joe Biden met with the
Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani, in Washington on January 31, 2022.
This meeting was the first that President Biden
had with a regional leader since he became
president and served as a clear signal that
Washington views Doha as an important part-
ner in the region. This was underscored when
the President told the Emir that the United
States would nominate Qatar as a Major Non-
NATO Ally. This status recognizes Qatar’s
growing responsibility as a strong and endur-
ing partner in countering violent extremism,
combating terrorism, and deterring external
aggressors.

Qatar has also been an invaluable asset on
the diplomatic front. Qatar quietly assisted in
ending the Israel-Hamas war in May 2021 and
continues to be helpful in seeking to improve
relations between Israelis and Palestinians.

Without a doubt, Qatar's most significant
diplomatic and humanitarian efforts were in
the evacuation of more than 100,000 people
from Afghanistan after the American with-
drawal. Qatar was uniquely positioned be-
cause of its ability to speak to various parties
on the ground and to escort people through
Taliban-controlled Kabul.

A large percentage of the new refugees
were brought to Qatar, which arranged hous-
ing and other shelter for them as well as food,
medicine, and other provisions. At one point,
the Qatari military was providing over 50,000
meals per day to the newly arrived refugees.
There are still thousands of Afghan refugees
in Qatar, where they continue to receive much
needed care and assistance.

On September 7, 2021, only weeks after the
American withdrawal from Afghanistan, De-
fense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin Il and Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken flew to Doha to
acknowledge the role Qatar played in the tran-
sit and care of evacuees from Afghanistan and
to thank Qatar for its vital assistance. Sec-
retary Blinken complimented Qatar’s efforts in
the evacuation saying, “you’ve facilitated the
safe transit of more than 55,000 people.
That's nearly half of those who were evacu-
ated in the entire evacuation from Kabul.
These are massive numbers. And as I've said
a number of times, we spend a lot of time
back in Washington talking about numbers:
the total number of evacuees, American citi-
zens, and so forth. But you know better than
anyone that behind each of these numbers is
a real person, is a mother, a father, a sister,
a brother, a son, a daughter.”
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While the military and diplomatic coopera-
tion over the years is impressive, there are so
many other areas in which relations between
our two nations have flourished over the
course of the past 50 years. The United
States and Qatar have extensive economic
ties. As Qatar's largest foreign direct investor
and its single largest source of imports, the
United States has developed a robust trade
relationship with Qatar, with over 120 U.S.
companies operating in country. U.S. exports
to Qatar increased by 47.7 percent from 2018
to 2019, totaling $6.5 billion in 2019.

Major education ties have been developed
over the course of the fifty-year relationship.
Annually, hundreds of Qatari students study in
the United States. In addition, six U.S. univer-
sities have branch campuses in Qatar's Edu-
cation City complex. These include Virginia
Commonwealth University School of the Arts
in Qatar, Weill Cornell Medical College in
Qatar, Texas A&M University at Qatar, Car-
negie Mellon University in Qatar, Georgetown
University School of Foreign Service in Qatar,
and Northwestern University.

In short, over the course of the 50-year rela-
tionship, the United States and Qatar have de-
veloped military and strategic ties, cooperated
on major diplomatic initiatives, enlarged finan-
cial and economic relations, and supported
worthy causes and educational advancement
for students in both countries. Significantly, al-
though our two nations are in different regions
of the world, with different histories and cul-
tures, they have been able to forge an endur-
ing friendship based on many shared values.
| look forward to this relationship deepening
even further in the next 50 years and beyond.

HONORING DR. MARIAM ESAT AS
A DISTINGUISHED LEADER 1IN
CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR ASIAN
AMERICAN AND PACIFIC IS-
LANDER HERITAGE MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, Dr. Mariam
Esat immigrated to the United States in 1986
from Zimbabwe. In 1982, at the age of 23, she
graduated as a medical doctor from the Uni-
versity of Zimbabwe.

Through dedication and despite a scarcity of
resources, she was able to beat the odds and
gained acceptance to an internal medicine
residency program at New York Downtown
Hospital in 1987. She then pursued an infec-
tious disease fellowship at the Manhattan Vet-
erans Administration Hospital/New York Uni-
versity. She is American Board certified in
both internal medicine and infectious diseases.
At the height of the HIV epidemic, she joined
Columbia University/Harlem Hospital as an as-
sistant professor, serving the underprivileged
population where she participated in HIV clin-
ical trials at a time when the disease was
feared, and much was unknown. She then re-
turned to Zimbabwe for several years as there
was a huge need in Sub-Saharan Africa for
her expertise where HIV was rampant.

In 2003, she returned with her family to the
United States. Since then, she has treated
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countless patients throughout the Florida hos-
pital systems. As president of infectious dis-
ease consultancy services, P.L. in Hunters
Creek, she serves the private sector in Or-
ange and Osceola Counties.

r. Esat has worked relentlessly teaching
medical staff, and together as a team, they
have been in the front line as first responders
in the management of patients with COVID-
19. She has worked diligently to save lives
throughout the hospitals and intensive care
units. She initiated new treatment protocols as
the disease unraveled and knowledge about
the disease was evolving at lightning speed.

She has held many leadership positions in-
cluding chairman of the Peer Review, Phar-
macy and Therapeutics, and Antimicrobial
Stewardship Committees, member of the Med-
ical Executive and Crisis Care Committees,
and served on the Board of Trustees at Osce-
ola Regional Medical Center.

RECOGNIZING BISHOP ZACHARY N.
HICKS

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, | would like to
recognize the Historic First Jurisdiction of
Michigan Northeast, a house of worship lo-
cated in Detroit, Michigan and to honor the
Right Reverend Zachary N. Hicks and his ele-
vation to the Bishopric.

Bishop Hicks has faithfully pastored the
Faith Clinic Church of God in Christ for over
thirty years, ministering to the needs of individ-
uals of many backgrounds in the surrounding
community. He has led with a natural instinct
to provide for his congregation and community
through numerous outstanding programs to
residents regardless of age, sex, opportunity,

or background.
Bishop Hicks also notably has developed

and overseen many housing and food assist-
ance programs over the decades and is cur-
rently leading the Love N Kindness Commu-
nity Development Corporation to provide to
homeless veterans in the metropolitan Detroit
area. His service shows a clear commitment
to community development and prosperity,
with a specific focus on the underprivileged
and disenfranchised.

Bishop Hicks has proven his love and com-
passion both with his congregation and with
the greater community, and this experience
will serve as a great wealth of knowledge and
opportunity to lead in this new role. Please
join me in celebrating Bishop Zachary N.
Hicks in honor of his elevation to Bishop at the
Historic First Jurisdiction of Michigan, North-
east.

FRONT RANGE COMMUNITY COL-
LEGE INNOVATION CHALLENGE

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate the team
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from Front Range Community College on be-
coming one of twelve finalists for the National
Science Foundation’s Community College In-
novation Challenge (CCIC). This program asks
small teams of U.S. community college stu-
dents, alongside a faculty or administrator ad-
visor, to craft innovative Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM)-based
solutions for real world problems. The CCIC is
meant to encourage and highlight innovations
by students coming out of two-year institutions
that are typically underrepresented in the
areas of STEM. Finalist teams will participate
in an Innovation Boot Camp, which will pro-
vide immersion in the thinking, skills, and tools
that help transform innovation into entrepre-
neurship. | congratulate all of the competition’s
participants for their work on a variety of im-
portant projects.

The team at Front Range tackled challenges
associated with oil spills through their innova-
tive Orca method. Inspired by the unique feed-
ing style of whales, the Orca Oil-Separating &
Bio-Filtration Vessel deploys a new method of
cleaning oil spills that is both inexpensive and
quick. Oil spills have tremendous environ-
mental and economic costs, particularly on
local communities, and | applaud the Front
Range team for their work on this important
issue.

| congratulate the Front Range team and
their faculty advisor for their success. | ap-
plaud these students for their dedication to
this important project and their leadership and
commitment to STEM education, blazing a
path for our country’s future leaders and
innovators. | am proud of the work Front
Range Community College does every day
and | look forward to seeing what the school
and these students accomplish in the years to
come.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF
BRANDON GRISSOM

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to celebrate the life and service of
Brandon Lyle Grissom, an honorable family
man and devoted citizen throughout the luka
community. Mr. Grissom exemplifies the true
definition of honor and selflessness, and
brought joy to all he came encounter with.

Brandon was a devoted member to luka
First United Pentecostal Church as he served
as the Children’s Pastor and was a part of the
board. A firefighter for over 25 years and was
the Tishomingo County District One Super-
visor, Mr. Grissom served the ones around
him remarkably.

| am deeply grateful for genuine and serving
citizens like Brandon Lyle Grissom, and my
thoughts are with the people who loved him
most.
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HONORING DR. MARIA ELOISA
ALBAY DE PADUA AS A DISTIN-
GUISHED LEADER IN CENTRAL
FLORIDA FOR ASIAN AMERICAN
AND PACIFIC ISLANDER HERIT-
AGE MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, Maria Eloisa
Albay de Padua, MD, is the longest-serving
physician in Central Florida Health Care, a
non-profit federally qualified community health
care center.

After finishing her education in the Phil-
ippines, Dr. de Padua immigrated to the
United States of America and did her resi-
dency at the Children’s Hospital of Buffalo.
After learning about CFHC’s mission to help
migrant workers and the underserved 27 years
ago, Dr. de Padua joined and never looked
back.

Going into medicine to help the sick and the
most vulnerable, Dr. de Padua considered
CFHC the perfect place to realize her dreams.
Initially, she worked as a pediatrician for the
Frostproof, Wauchula, and Avon Park Com-
munity Health Centers. Then, as CFHC began
growing, Dr. de Padua helped start several
other facilities by being one of the first pro-
viders in the Dundee, Mulberry, Lakeland, and
Winter Haven Community Health Centers.

As a pediatrician, Dr. de Padua treats sick
children from birth to age 18. Her focus is on
helping children stay healthy by ensuring they
get their well checks and immunizations
promptly. Having served the community for 27
years, Dr. de Padua now has former patients
who are parents, bringing their children to see
her as patients.

For de Padua, her greatest reward as a pe-
diatrician is to see her patients grow from
newborns to young students to college grad-
uates who then move on to become contrib-
uting members of society.

——————

HONORING JILLIAN FUSS FOR
EARNING THE HUSKY 100 AWARD
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WASH-
INGTON

HON. JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize and congratulate
Jillian Fuss, from Napavine, Washington on
being awarded the Husky 100 from the Uni-
versity of Washington.

The University of Washington Husky 100
program recognizes 100 undergraduate and
graduate students from all campuses and all
areas of study who are making the most of
their time at the university. Recipients of the
Husky 100 are successfully connecting what
happens inside the classroom to the outside,
helping make a difference on campus, in their
communities, and in the future—and Jillian is
no exception.

dJillian is pursuing her bachelor’'s in Medical
Anthropology Global Health Microbiology at
the University of Washington. After graduation,
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Jillian wants to apply her degree and what
she’s learned to “use our unique genius cre-
ations and knowledge to empower commu-
nities and heal.” Her current activities and
goals for her future are exactly why Jillian was
given this recognition.

Once again, | want to congratulate Jillian on
receiving this honor and | wish her the best of
luck in her future endeavors.

————

CELEBRATING DR. MITCHELL’S
RETIREMENT

HON. BILL FOSTER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. FOSTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate Dr. Judy Mitchell and her over 25
years of service to Joliet Junior College as
she embarks on a well-deserved retirement.

Beginning her higher education career at
34, Dr. Mitchell quickly made a name for her-
self. Within 18-years, she was able to earn not
one, but five degrees that spurred multiple ca-
reer advancements, leading her to become the
ninth president of the nation’s first public com-
munity college, Joliet Junior College.

As a JJC alum herself, Dr. Mitchell fully em-
bodied the College’s mission of inspiring learn-
ing, working hard, and cultivating pathways to
prosperity. In her time as President, Dr. Mitch-
ell has assisted in the creation of offices such
as the Student Advising Center and the Office
of Diversity Equity, Inclusion, and Compliance,
creating a stronger school foundation for all.

A fierce supporter of JJC in and outside of
her presidency, Dr. Mitchell has even person-
ally contributed 40 percent in funding to sup-
port returning adult students through what is
appropriately deemed the Dr. Judy Mitchell
Scholarship.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to represent
the communities Joliet Junior College serves,
and | ask my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating Dr. Judy Mitchell for her prolific con-
tributions to Joliet Junior College, and with
best wishes for a happy next chapter of her
life.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF JUDGE
JUDY ELIZABETH INMON POSEY

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker,
| rise today in celebration of the life of Judge
Judy Elizabeth Inmon Posey. | join her family,
friends, and loved ones in mourning her loss.

Judy Posey was born in Okolona on Octo-
ber 3, 1956 to Tommy and Audrey Corley
Inmon. She attended Okolona High School
and married Timothy Charles Posey on April
5, 1985. In 1999 Judge Posey was elected to
serve Chickasaw County as a Justice Court
Judge. She was known for her fair and firm
decision-making. | am grateful for her service
to the state of Mississippi. Her time on the
bench will not be forgotten and she is greatly
appreciated for all she has done.

Left to cherish her memory are husband,
Tim; son, Tom; daughter, Elizabeth; and three
grandchildren.

May 19, 2022

| am grateful for Judge Posey’s lifetime of
public service and offer my most sincere con-
dolences to her loved ones.

——————

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
DR. MARTIN SHICHTMAN

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Dr. Martin Shichtman on
the occasion of his retirement from Eastern
Michigan University after serving as a Pro-
fessor of English Language and Literature for
nearly four decades. As the founder and direc-
tor of the EMU Center for Jewish Studies, his
service to Eastern Michigan University and the
greater Southeast Michigan community is wor-
thy of commendation.

A proud native of Brooklyn, New York, Dr.
Shichtman is a graduate of Binghamton Uni-
versity and the University of lowa, where he
studied Medieval English Literature. At East-
ern Michigan University, he has taught various
subjects, including Arthurian literature and
Jewish-American Literature and Culture. When
an administrator approached him about diver-
sifying the university’s interdisciplinary studies,
he brought courses such as Literature, Film,
and the Holocaust to the classroom. After the
success of that course, alongside colleagues
Jeffrey Bernstein, Pamela Landau, and Jes-
sica Alexander, the idea for a Jewish Studies
program was born. The Center for Jewish
Studies opened in 2012 and has grown exten-
sively. It offers a minor in Jewish Studies as
well as domestic and international travel
courses to New York and Israel. The Center
also brings speakers, musicians, and other
special events to campus, exposing the com-
munity to Jewish history and culture.

Known to his students as “Marty,” Dr.
Shichtman is a familiar face on Eastern’s cam-
pus. Quick to crack a joke and offer a ref-
erence from his vast media vocabulary—span-
ning from baseball to film, Dr. Shichtman has
shared his wit and wisdom with students in
Ypsilanti and beyond for the past four dec-
ades. During his time as Director of the Center
for Jewish Studies, he has worked to serve
the working-class, first-generation college stu-
dents at Eastern Michigan University, edu-
cating them on Jewish culture, and providing
countless scholarships and opportunities for
learning. Under his leadership, the Center has
grown from an idea to an institution that hosts
Jewish leaders and artists from around the
world and has become a gathering place for
learners across the state. He resides in Plym-
outh, Michigan with his family and remains an
active leader in the Southeast Michigan Jew-
ish community.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring Dr. Martin Shichtman on this
special day as the EMU Center for Jewish
Studies celebrates ten fantastic years and we
celebrate the retirement of Dr. Shichtman. He
has touched the lives of so many students and
his impact will be felt for years to come. | join
with Dr. Shichtman’s family, friends, and col-
leagues in extending my best wishes to him in
retirement and thank him for all that he has
done for the students of Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity.
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HONORING SIDNEY TE AS A DIS-
TINGUISHED LEADER IN CEN-
TRAL  FLORIDA FOR  ASIAN
AMERICAN AND PACIFIC IS-
LANDER HERITAGE MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, Sidney Te has
served as an operating room Registered
Nurse for 33 years. Sidney graduated from
San Pedro College, Philippines with a Bach-
elor of Science Degree in Nursing in 1989.
Her new adventure began when she and her
husband moved to the United States in 1994.

Upon arriving, Sidney became a licensed
Registered Nurse in New York in 1994 and
has been a licensed Registered Nurse in Flor-
ida since 2002. Sidney has spent the majority
of her career working in the operating room.
Sidney is celebrating 20 years of exemplary
work and has worked with Orlando Health
since 2002.

During her time at Orlando Health, she has
taken care of patients of all ages and has
worked nearly every type of surgical proce-
dure. Additionally, she is responsible for keep-
ing patients safe during surgery by providing
care before, during and after surgeries. Sidney
is detailed oriented, adaptive, calm under
pressure and able to juggle multiple priorities
with ease.

Sidney is happily married with two kids. To-
gether, they love all outdoor activities and
traveling.

CONGRATULATING JULIE FRY

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Julie Fry, a first-grade
science teacher at Roosevelt Elementary
School in Yakima, for winning the Presidential
Award for Excellence in Mathematics and
Science Teaching—the highest honor the gov-
ernment can bestow on a K-12 math or
science teacher in the United States.

Julie’s love of teaching and ability to inno-
vate during challenging times has motivated
and inspired her students, and her efforts to
instill critical thinking skills and strong team-
work at such a young age is remarkable.
STEM programs are vital to our communities,
and the work Julie does for her students has
not gone unnoticed.

| know she will continue to provide opportu-
nities for students throughout Central Wash-
ington to gain interest, education, and involve-
ment in the sciences, paving the way for the
future generation of leaders in Central Wash-
ington.

My sincerest thanks go out to Julie for her
commitment to our community, and | look for-
ward to witnessing her students’ future suc-
cess.

| congratulate Julie on a job well done.
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HONORING THE CITRUS COUNTY,
FL SHERIFF’'S OFFICE

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, every
American citizen should avidly and frequently
acknowledge the selfless service and un-
matched devotion to a difficult calling of those
who humbly don the cloth of a law enforce-
ment agency and serve behind the badge.
These heroes are dedicated to keeping our
communities safe while paying a price far
more difficult and dangerous than anyone
else—they put their lives on the line every day
for our safety and protection. Indeed, short of
our nation’s members of the Armed Forces,
they are the only profession in the United
States of America that is expected to run to-
wards the sound of gun fire.

While it is impossible to fully express our
appreciation and utmost respect for these cou-
rageous public servants, we would be remiss
if we didn’t try. There is no greater courage
than that of a law enforcement officer who is
willing to sacrifice their life for others. Today,
we pause and reflect on the selflessness of
those who so willingly chose to serve the
American people knowing the inherent risks.
And, in spite of these risks, they get up every
single day—including nights, weekends, and
holidays, put on their uniforms, and report for
duty.

Iywant to extend my sincere appreciation to
Citrus County Sheriff Mike Prendergast and
the law enforcement officers who bravely and
selflessly serve Citrus County. Established on
June 2, 1887, for 135 years, these outstanding
professionals have proudly served the citizens
of Citrus County. Since their operations
began, twelve Sheriffs have humbly stepped
forward to serve their community. Sheriff
Priest was the first sheriff of Citrus County in
1887, serving until 1896. Present day, as the
county’s 12th Constitutional Sheriff, Sheriff
Mike Prendergast tirelessly serves his commu-
nity and exceptionally promotes the impor-
tance of leadership and servitude throughout
the agency, which is apparent through the var-
ious accolades of the agency’s personnel.
From their Volunteer of the Year, Nancy
Doherty, who passionately assists those in
need; their Civilian of the Year, Jasmine
Snedeker, whose contributions were instru-
mental to the agency’s many successes; to
their Communications Officer of the Year,
Samantha O’Conner, who'’s willingness to go
beyond the scope of her duties to ensure the
well-being of others; and their Deputy Sheriff
of the Year, Sergeant Rachel Montgomery, for
her superior leadership, work ethic and meri-
torious dedication to serving the citizens of her
community; all reflect great credit upon their
agency and the profession of law enforce-
ment.

The Citrus County Sheriffs Office is just one
of the many law enforcement agencies in our
nation who continue to build upon the rich leg-
acy of integrity and service above self. It is an
honor to recognize this Agency and all men
and women in law enforcement. As Ameri-
cans, we should all take a moment to thank
our men and women in law enforcement who
represent the finest traditions of the “thin blue
line.” May God bless them and keep them
safe.
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REMEMBERING DR. JOHN B.
SHIRLEY

HON. ERIC SWALWELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. SWALWELL. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize the life of Dr. John B. Shirley, a dis-
tinguished WWII veteran, and beloved veteri-
narian, who passed away at the age of 97 on
Wednesday, December 22, 2021.

On December 8, 1924, John was born in
Southern California on a large family farm. He
graduated from Newport Harbor High School
in 1942 and was drafted into the U.S. Army in
1943.

John served as part of the 15th Infantry
Regiment of the Third Infantry Division as a
squad leader, platoon sergeant, and acting
platoon leader. In 1944 John and his platoon
participated in Southern Landing, better known
now as “D-Day.” While liberating the village of
Bennwihr in the Alsace region of France in
December, he was wounded and taken hos-
tage but quickly escaped and was treated in
Paris arid London.

He returned to his platoon in March 1945
and continued to fight in Germany at the rank
of sergeant first class. John was a highly dis-
tinguished veteran receiving the Silver Star,
Two Bronze Stars, a Purple Heart, the Euro-
pean Theater Operation Medal, and the
French Legion of Honor.

John returned home in 1945 as a second
lieutenant and began college at UC Davis.
While there, he put his two younger sisters
through college and met his wife, Helen. John
graduated as a member of the inaugural class
of veterinarians in 1952.

John and Helen moved to Livermore, Cali-
fornia in 1954 to start his veterinary practice
and opened the first animal hospital there in
1957. He was an extremely skilled surgeon
and loved by the ranching community. John
served his community as the mayor of Liver-
more from 1963 to 1965 and served on the
city council from 1958 to 1966. John was also
an active member of The Rotary Club of Liver-
more and served as president from 1967 to
1968. He remained connected to his military
roots by joining the Veterans of Foreign Wars
in 1954 with whom he participated in the firing
squad who performed the 21-gun salute at
various events and ceremonies.

John and his family have been central fig-
ures in the Livermore community since 1954.
We are grateful for his service and his dedica-
tion to our community and our veterans. John
is survived by his sister Annette, four children,
Steven, James, Barbara, and Patricia, six
grandchildren, Christopher, Scott, Danielle,
Jesse, Lisa, and Jeff, and eight great-grand-
children.

CONGRATULATING RACHEL FRIED
DAYAN ON HER DEVOTION TO
CONGREGATION AGUDATH SHO-
LOM

HON. JAMES A. HIMES

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Mr. HIMES. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and congratulate Rachel Fried
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Dayan for her tireless work on behalf of Con-
gregation Agudath Sholom. Her devotion to
the congregational family at Agudath Sholom,
the local Jewish community in Stamford and to
the well-being of Jews worldwide is nothing
short of inspiring. The community of south-
western Connecticut is stronger, richer and
more inclusive because of the work that she
does.

It is my unique honor to recognize Rachel
for her unyielding dedication to her faith and
her unparalleled efforts to advance the cause
of Jewish organizations around the world. Ra-
chel led the Congregation Agudath Sholom re-
building committee in restoring the synagogue
and in doing so, helped spread the core Jew-
ish value of repairing the world.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in congratulating Rachel on
her immense accomplishments.

——

RECOGNIZING ORCHARDS
CHILDREN’S SERVICES

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 19, 2022

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Orchards Children’s Services as

they celebrate sixty years of providing sup-
portive services to children and families, in-
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cluding adoption and foster care, across the
State of Michigan.

Founded in 1962, Orchards started its work
under the umbrella of the National Council of
Jewish Women as a group home to seven dis-
abled children. Since that time, the organiza-
tion has grown in its mission to strengthening
families and now serves more then eight thou-
sand children in fifteen counties across Michi-

an.

9 Whether it’s providing in-home support serv-
ices to families to help families in difficult situ-
ations stay together or uniting children to lov-
ing homes, Orchards Children’s Services is
dedicated to keeping children safe and happy.
They work tirelessly to ensure access to coun-
seling and connect families to the basic re-
sources they need to create stable homes.

Please join me in celebrating Orchards Chil-
dren’s Services sixty years of service to the
children and families of Michigan.

———

HONORING HAYOUNG JUNG FOR
EARNING THE HUSKY 100 AWARD
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WASH-
INGTON

HON. JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 19, 2022

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize and congratulate
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Hayoung Jung, from Vancouver, Washington
on being awarded the Husky 100 from the
University of Washington.

The University of Washington Husky 100
program recognizes 100 undergraduate and
graduate students from all campuses and all
areas of study who are making the most of
their time at the university. Recipients of the
Husky 100 are successfully connecting what
happens inside the classroom to the outside,
helping make a difference on campus, in their
communities, and in the future—and Hayoung
is no exception.

Hayoung is pursuing his bachelor's in both
Computer Science and Political Science at the
University of Washington. After graduation,
Hayoung plans to attend graduate school and
then advance his career in the technology in-
dustry where he hopes to promote social good
in the world using the power of technology.
His current activities and goals for his future
are exactly why Hayoung was given this rec-
ognition.

Once again, | want to congratulate Hayoung
on receiving this honor and | wish him the
best of luck in his future endeavors.
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Dazily Digest

HIGHLIGHTS

Senate passed H.R. 7691, Additional Ukraine Supplemental Appropria-

tions Act.

Senate

Chamber Action
(Legislative Days of Tuesday, May 17, 2022, and
Thursday, May 19, 2022)

Routine Proceedings, pages $2599-52633

Measures Introduced: Thirty-one bills and four res-
olutions were introduced, as follows: S. 4258—4288,
S.J. Res. 47, and S. Res. 644-646. Pages S2619-21

Measures Reported:

S. 407, to provide redress to the employees of Air
America, with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute. (S. Rept. No. 117-113) Page S2619

Measures Passed:

Commission To Study the Potential Creation of
a National Museum of Asian Pacific American
History and Culture Act: Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources was discharged from further con-
sideration of H.R. 3525, to establish the Commis-
sion to Study the Potential Creation of a National
Museum of Asian Pacific American History and Cul-
ture, and the bill was then passed. Page S2605

Blackwell School National Historic Site Act:
Senate passed S. 2490, to establish the Blackwell
School National Historic Site in Marfa, Texas, after
agreeing to the following amendment proposed
thereto: Pages $2605-06

Hirono (for Cornyn) Amendment No. 5042, to
modify the map information. Page S2606

Additional Ukraine Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act: By 86 yeas to 11 nays (Vote No. 191),
Senate passed H.R. 7691, making emergency supple-
mental appropriations for assistance for the situation
in Ukraine for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2022, after taking action on the following motions
and amendments proposed thereto:

Pages $2599-S2605, S2607

Withdrawn:
Schumer Amendment No. 5035, to add an effec-
tive date. Page S2607

During consideration of this measure today, Senate
also took the following action:

By 86 yeas to 11 nays (Vote No. 190), three-fifths
of those Senators duly chosen and sworn, having
voted in the affirmative, Senate agreed to the motion
to close further debate on the bill. Page S2607

Schumer Amendment No. 5036 (to Amendment
No. 5035), to modify the effective date, fell when
Schumer Amendment No. 5035 (listed above) was
withdrawn. Page S2607

Schumer motion to commit the bill to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, with instructions, Schu-
mer Amendment No. 5037, to add an effective date,
fell when cloture was invoked on the bill. Page S2607

Schumer Amendment No. 5038 (to (the instruc-
tions) Amendment No. 5037), to modify the effec-
tive date, fell when Schumer Amendment No. 5037
(listed above) fell. Page S2607

Schumer Amendment No. 5039 (to Amendment
No. 5038), to modify the effective date, fell when
Schumer Amendment No. 5038 (listed above) fell.

Page S2607

Access to Baby Formula Act: Senate passed H.R.
7791, to amend the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 to
establish waiver authority to address certain emer-
gencies, disasters, and supply chain disruptions.

Pages S2626-27

Testimony and Representation Authorization:
Senate agreed to S. Res. 645, to authorize testimony
and representation in United States v. Hale-Cusanelli.

Page S2630

Measures Considered:

Small Business COVID Relief Act: Senate re-
sumed consideration of the motion to proceed to
consideration of S. 4008, to provide COVID relief
for restaurants, gyms, minor league sports teams,
border businesses, live venue service providers,
exclave businesses, and providers of transportation
services. Pages S2607-14
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During consideration of this measure today, Senate
also took the following action:

By 52 yeas to 43 nays (Vote No. 192), three-fifths
of those Senators duly chosen and sworn, not having
voted in the affirmative, Senate rejected the motion
to close further debate on the bill. Page S2614

Signing Authority—Agreement: A unanimous-
consent agreement was reached providing that Sen-
ator Cantwell be authorized to sign duly enrolled
bills or joint resolutions from Thursday, May 19,
2022 through Monday, May 23, 2022. Page S2630

Pro Forma Session—Agreement: A unanimous-
consent agreement was reached providing that the
Senate adjourn, to then convene for a pro forma ses-
sion only, with no business being conducted on the
following date and time: Monday, May 23, 2022 at
1:45 p.m.; and that when the Senate adjourns on
Monday, May 23, 2022, it next convene at 10 a.m.,
on Tuesday, May 24, 2022. Page S2630

Davis Nomination—Agreement: Senate resumed
consideration of the nomination of Stephanie
Dawkins Davis, of Michigan, to be United States
Circuit Judge for the Sixth Circuit. Pages S2614-15

During consideration of this nomination today,
Senate also took the following action:

By 48 yeas to 36 nays (Vote No. EX. 193), Senate
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the
nomination. Pages S2614-15

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that all post-cloture time on the nomination
be expired and Senate vote on confirmation of the
nomination at 2:30 p.m., on Tuesday, May 24,
2022; and that the cloture motions filed during the
session of Wednesday, May 18, 2022 ripen upon dis-
position of the nomination. Page 52629

Lindenbaum Nomination—Agreement: A unani-
mous-consent agreement was reached providing that
at approximately 10 a.m., on Tuesday, May 24,
2022, Senate resume consideration of the nomination
of Dara Lindenbaum, of Virginia, to be a Member
of the Federal Election Commission. Page S2630

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations:

Rebecca Eliza Gonzales, of Texas, to be Director
of the Office of Foreign Missions, with rank of Am-
bassador.

Flor Romero, of California, to be a Member of the
Board of Directors of the Corporation for National
and Community Service for a term expiring Decem-
ber 1, 2025.

Christine M. Kim, of Colorado, to be a Member
of the National Council on the Humanities for a
term expiring January 26, 2026.
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Karen Ann Stout, of Pennsylvania, to be a Mem-
ber of the National Council on the Humanities for
a term expiring January 26, 2026. Page S2629

Nominations Received: Senate received the fol-
lowing nominations:

Rubydee Calvert, of Wyoming, to be a Member
of the Board of Directors of the Corporation for Pub-
lic Broadcasting for a term expiring January 31,
2028.

Kathryn Wheelbarger, of California, to be a Mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the United States
Institute of Peace for a term of four years.

Michael K. Singh, of Illinois, to be a Member of
the Board of Directors of the United States Institute
of Peace for a term of four years.

Jonathan Wingate Burks, of Virginia, to be a
Member of the Board of Directors of the United
States Institute of Peace for a term of four years.

Lara E. Montecalvo, of Rhode Island, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the First Circuit.

Sarah A. L. Merriam, of Connecticut, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Second Circuit.

Elizabeth Wilson Hanes, of Virginia, to be United
States District Judge for the Eastern District of Vir-
ginia.

Anne M. Nardacci, of New York, to be United
States District Judge for the Northern District of
New York.

Ana C. Reyes, of the District of Columbia, to be
United States District Judge for the District of Co-
lumbia.

1 Air Force nomination in the rank of general.

1 Navy nomination in the rank of admiral.

Routine lists in the Army, Foreign Service, and

Navy.
Messages from the House: Pages S2618-19
Measures Referred: Page S2619

Measures Placed on the Calendar:

Pages S2619, S2629-30
Measures Read the First Time: Page S2619
Additional Cosponsors: Pages $2621-22

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:

Pages S$2623-25
Additional Statements: Pages S2617-18
Amendments Submitted: Page S2625

Authorities for Committees to Meet:

Pages S2625-26
Privileges of the Floor: Page S2626

Record Votes: Four record votes were taken today.
(Total—193) Pages S2607, S2614-15

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 4:06 p.m., and reconvened at 4:07 p.m.,
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on the same day, and adjourned at 4:37 p.m., until
1:45 p.m. on Monday, May 23, 2022. (For Senate’s
program, see the remarks of the Acting Majority
Leader in today’s Record on page S2630.)

Committee Meetings

(Committees not listed did not meet)

ATOMIC ENERGY DEFENSE ACTIVITIES

Committee on Armed Services: Committee concluded
open and closed hearings to examine Department of
Energy and National Nuclear Security Administra-
tion testimony on atomic energy defense activities in
review of the Defense Authorization Request for fis-
cal year 2023 and the Future Years Defense Pro-
gram, after receiving testimony from Jennifer
Granholm, Secretary, and Jill Hruby, Under Sec-
retary for Nuclear Security, National Nuclear Secu-
rity Administration, both of the Department of En-

ergy.
NOMINATIONS

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs:
Committee concluded a hearing to examine the
nominations of Michael S. Barr, of Michigan, to be
a Member and Vice Chairman for Supervision of the
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System,
who was introduced by Senators Stabenow and
Peters, and Jaime E. Lizarraga, of Virginia, who was
introduced by Representative Pelosi, and Mark
Toshiro Uyeda, of California, who was introduced by
Senator Toomey, both to be a Member of the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, after the nominees
testified and answered questions in their own behalf.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BUDGET

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: Committee
concluded a hearing to examine the President’s pro-
posed budget request for fiscal year 2023 for the De-
partment of the Interior, after receiving testimony
from Deb Haaland, Secretary of the Interior.

BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on the Judiciary: Committee ordered favor-
ably reported the following bills:

S. 4007, to require the Attorney General to pro-
pose a program for making treatment for post-trau-
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matic stress disorder and acute stress disorder avail-
able to public safety officers, with an amendment in
the nature of a substitute;

S. 3860, to establish a grant program to provide
assistance to local governments with fewer than 200
law enforcement officers, with an amendment in the
nature of a substitute;

S. 2151, to amend the Omnibus Crime Control
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to provide that COPS
grant funds may be used for local law enforcement
recruits to attend schools or academies if the recruits
agree to serve in precincts of law enforcement agen-
cies in their communities, with an amendment in
the nature of a substitute; and

S. 4003, to amend the Omnibus Crime Control
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to provide for training
on alternatives to use of force, de-escalation, and
mental and behavioral health and suicidal crises,
with an amendment in the nature of a substitute.

ELECTIONS

Committee on Rules and Administration: Committee
concluded a hearing to examine administration of
upcoming elections, after receiving testimony from
R. Kyle Ardoin, Louisiana Secretary of State, Baton
Rouge; Leigh M. Chapman, Pennsylvania Acting
Secretary of State, Harrisburg; Wesley Wilcox, Su-
pervisor of Elections, Marion County, Ocala, Florida;
and Tammy Patrick, Democracy Fund, and Damon
T. Hewitt, Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law, both of Washington, D.C.

MENTAL HEALTH CARE FOR OLDER
ADULTS

Special Committee on Aging: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine mental health care for older
adults, focusing on raising awareness, addressing
stigma, and providing support, after receiving testi-
mony from Kenneth M. Rogers, South Carolina De-
partment of Mental Health, Columbia; Erin Emery-
Tiburcio, Rush University Center for Excellence in
Aging, Chicago, Illinois; Kimberly Williams, Vi-
brant Emotional Health, New York, New York; and
Jim Klasen, Certified Older Adult Peer Specialist
Facilitator, Elkins Park, Pennsylvania.
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House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 28 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 7832-7859; and 4 resolutions, H.
Res. 1133-1136, were introduced. Pages H5206-08

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H5208-09

Reports Filed: There were no reports filed today.

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein she
appointed Representative Quigley to act as Speaker
pro tempore for today. Page H5177

Consumer Fuel Price Gouging Prevention Act:
The House passed H.R. 7688, to protect consumers
from price-gouging of consumer fuels, by a yea-and-
nay vote of 217 yeas to 207 nays, Roll No. 232.

Pages H5179-95

Rejected the Westerman motion to recommit the
bill to the Committee on Energy and Commerce by
a yea-and-nay vote of 201 yeas to 220 nays, Roll
No. 231. Pages H5193-94

Pursuant to the Rule, the amendment printed in
part B of the report of H. Rept. 117-333 shall be
considered as adopted. Pages H5179-81

Agreed to:

Demings amendment (No. 1 printed in part C of
H. Rep. 117-333) that requires the Federal Trade
Commission to conduct an investigation to deter-
mine if the price of gasoline is being manipulated
by reducing refinery capacity or by any other form
of market manipulation or artificially increased by
price gouging practices (by a yea-and-nay vote of
217 yeas to 205 nays, Roll No. 229); and

Pages H5188-90, H5192

Pappas amendment (No. 2 printed in part C of H.
Rep. 117-333) that establishes a new unit at Federal
Trade Commission devoted to protecting public in-
terest by monitoring fuel markets to facilitate trans-
parent and competitive market practices (by a yea-
and-nay vote of 214 yeas to 207 nays, Roll No.
230). Pages H5190-91, H5192-93

H. Res. 1124, the rule providing for consideration
of the bills (H.R. 350), (H.R. 7688), and (H.R.
7790) was agreed to was agreed to yesterday, May
18th.

National Security Commission on Emerging Bio-
technology—Appointment: Read a letter from
Representative McCarthy, Minority Leader, in which
he appointed the following member to the National
Security Commission on Emerging Biotechnology:
Dr. Angela M. Belcher of Lexington, Massachusetts.

Page H5197

Senate Referral: S. 2490 was held at the desk.
Page H5203

Senate Message: Message received from the Senate
today appears on page H5203.

Quorum Calls—Votes: Four yea-and-nay votes de-
veloped during the proceedings of today and appear
on pages H5192, H5192-93, H5193-94, and
H5194-95.

Adjournment: The House met at 9 a.m. and ad-
journed at 2:05 p.m.

Committee Meetings

FISCAL YEAR 2023 MEMBER DAY HEARING

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Mili-
tary Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related
Agencies held a hearing entitled “Fiscal Year 2023
Member Day Hearing”. Testimony was heard from
Representatives Escobar, Hudson, and Sherrill.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL
INTELLIGENCE, CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE
AGENCY AND OFFICE OF THE UNDER
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR
INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY OVERVIEW

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Defense
held a hearing entitled “Office of the Director of
National Intelligence, Central Intelligence Agency
and Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for In-
telligence and Security Overview”. Testimony was
heard from William J. Burns, Director of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency; Avril Haines, Director of
National Intelligence; and Ronald S. Moultrie,
Under Secretary of Defense for Intelligence and Secu-
rity, Department of Defense. This hearing was
closed.

APPROPRIATIONS—U.S. FOOD AND DRUG
ADMINISTRATION

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Admin-
istration, and Related Agencies held a budget hear-
ing on the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. Tes-
timony was heard from Robert M. Califf, Commis-
sioner of Food and Drugs, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, Department of Health and Human Services.
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AIR FORCE PROJECTION FORCES
AVIATION PROGRAMS AND CAPABILITIES
RELATED TO THE FY2023 PRESIDENT’S
BUDGET REQUEST

Committee  on  Armed  Services: Subcommittee on
Seapower and Projection Forces held a hearing enti-
tled “Air Force Projection Forces Aviation Programs
and Capabilities related to the FY2023 President’s
Budget Request”. Testimony was heard from An-
drew Hunter, Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for
Acquisition, Technology and Logistics; and Lieuten-
ant General David S. Nahom, U.S. Air Force, Dep-
uty Chief of Staff for Plans and Programs, Depart-
ment of the Air Force.

THE UKRAINE CRISIS: IMPLICATIONS FOR
U.S. POLICY IN THE INDO-PACIFIC

Committee on Foreign Affairs: Subcommittee on Asia,
the Pacific, Central Asia, and Nonproliferation held
a hearing entitled ““The Ukraine Crisis: Implications
for U.S. Policy in the Indo-Pacific”. Testimony was
heard from public witnesses.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

Committee on Homeland Security: Full Committee held
a markup on H.R. 5274, the “Prevent Exposure to
Narcotics and Toxics Act of 2021”; H.R. 7174, the
“National Computer Forensics Institute Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2022”; H.R. 7777, the “Industrial Con-
trol Systems Cybersecurity Training Act”; H.R.
7778, the “Department of Homeland Security Seal
Protection Act”; and H.R. 7779, the “DHS Restric-
tions on Confucius Institutes and Chinese Entities of
Concern Act”. H.R. 5274 and H.R. 7777 were or-
dered reported, without amendment. H.R. 7174,
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H.R. 7778, and H.R. 7779 were ordered reported,
as amended.

OVERSIGHT HEARING ON CLEMENCY AND
THE OFFICE OF THE PARDON ATTORNEY

Committee on the Judiciary: Subcommittee on Crime,
Terrorism, and Homeland Security held a hearing
entitled “Oversight Hearing on Clemency and the
Office of the Pardon Attorney”. Testimony was
heard from Representative Pressley and public wit-
nesses.

FREE SPEECH UNDER ATTACK (PART II):
CURRICULUM SABOTAGE AND
CLASSROOM CENSORSHIP

Committee on Oversight and Reform: Subcommittee on
Civil Rights and Civil Liberties held a hearing enti-
tled “Free Speech Under Attack (Part II): Cur-
riculum Sabotage and Classroom Censorship”. Testi-
mony was heard from public witnesses.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR FRIDAY,
MAY 20, 2022

(Committee meetings arve open unless otherwise indicated)
Senate
No meetings/hearings scheduled.

House

No hearings are scheduled.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
1:45 p.m., Monday, May 23 9:30 a.m., Friday, May 20
Senate Chamber House Chamber

Program for Monday: Senate will meet in a pro forma  Program for Friday: House will meet in Pro Forma ses-
session. sion at 9:30 a.m.

Extensions of Remarks, as inserted in this issue

HOUSE Graves, Sam, Mo., E535 Mooney, Alexander X., W.Va., Eb36
Herrera Beutler, Jaime, Wash., E535, E538, E542, E544 Newhouse, Dan, Wash., E543
Babin, Brian, Tex., E537 Himes, James A., Conn., E540, E543 Pallone, Frank, Jr., N.J., E535
Biggs, Andy, Ariz., E538 Jackson, Ronny, Tex., E539 Perlmutter, Ed, Colo., E541
Bilirakis, Gus M., Fla., E543 Jacobs, Chris, N.Y., E537 Rush, Bobby L., I11., E540
Davis, Danny K., I11., E539 Kelly, Trent, Miss., E535, E535, E536, E541, E542 Soto, Darren, Fla., E535, E536, E537, E538, E539, Eb41,
Dingell, Debbie, Mich., E542 Larson, John B., Conn., E538 Eb42, E543
Estes, Ron, Kans., E539 McCollum, Betty, Minn., E536 Swalwell, Eric, Calif., E540, E543
Foster, Bill, I1l., E542 McNerney, Jerry, Calif., E538 Tlaib, Rashida, Mich., E541, E544

-
The Congressional Record (USPS 087-390). The Periodicals postage
ungr[gﬁlnna K[nr is paid at Washington, D.C. The public proceedings of each House
of Congress, as reported by the Official Reporters thereof, are
printed pursuant to directions of the Joint Committee on Printing as authorized by appropriate provisions of Title 44, United
States Code, and published for each day that one or both Houses are in session, excepting very infrequent instances when
two or more unusually small consecutive issues are printed one time. JPublic access to the Congressional Record is available online through
the U.S. Government Publishing Office, at www.govinfo.gov, free of charge to the user. The information is updated online each day the
Congressional Record is published. For more information, contact the GPO Customer Contact Center, U.S. Government Publishing Office.
Phone 202-512-1800, or 866-512-1800 (toll-free). E-Mail, contactcenter@gpo.gov. §To place an order for any of these products, visit the U.S.
Government Online Bookstore at: bookstore.gpo.gov. Mail orders to: Superintendent of Documents, P.O. Box 979050, St. Louis, MO
63197-9000, or phone orders to 866-512-1800 (toll-free), 202-512-1800 (D.C. area), or fax to 202-512-2104. Remit check or money order, made
payable to the Superintendent of Documents, or use VISA, MasterCard, Discover, American Express, or GPO Deposit Account. {Following
each session of Congress, the daily Congressional Record is revised, printed, permanently bound and sold by the Superintendent of Documents
in individual parts or by sets. {With the exception of copyrighted articles, there are no restrictions on the republication of material from
the Congressional Record.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the Superintendent of Documents, Congressional Record, U.S. Government Publishing Office,
Washington, D.C. 20402, along with the entire mailing label from the last issue received.




		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-06-24T11:19:21-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




