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EYEWITNESS REPORT FROM TRANG BANG:

WoToR DELIVERED M W
i

‘The Little Girl Stumbled Forward, Whimpering...’

By CHRISTOPHER WAIN

Trang Bang, Soulh Vielnam
(UPI—We knew what was golng
to happen, and there was nothing
we could do to stap it from hap-
pening. That was the worst part.

South Vielnamese army Iroops were
getting the worst of a firefight yester
day with about 100 Morth Vietnamese
infantry, who were dug into bunkers
In the tiny hamiet o Gia Log on High-
way 1 oo the oulskirts of Trang Bang.

AL about 11:30 a.m. the heavy mone
soon ralns llfled enough lor the Soulh
Vietnamese to rall in an alestrike, but
we—a group of walching newsmen—
wiere surprised when Lhe Al Skyralders
turmed tp.” The cloud base was very
low at aboul 600 feet, and the Als kept
disappearing into the clouds.

A FORWARD air control plane few
In and, Ignoring bursts of ganfire from
the ground, semi in two white marker
rockets to indicate the North Vietnam-
ese positions. The ARVN 1South Vie
namese lroops) showed their own lines
in the tradliional way with a purple
smoke grenade.

But the white smoke dissipated in
the rain.

It was then that things started poing
wring- An Al came In and, as we 5pwW
Lhe four high explosive bombs fall

from his wings, we tealized they had
been released’ over thie wrong side of
the road at east 300 yards from lhe
Narth Vietnamese bunkers.

THE BOMBS exploded and then we
cauld see ARVN troops racing -Rcross
the road. Their own positions had sud-
denly become death traps, _

Among the ollve-green ARVN uni-
forms, T could see white shirts o the
villagers who had been cayght in the
crossfire and also were irying 1o get to
safety, 1 eould see the soidiers waving
the civillans to salety, and 1 could also

sgpe what they couldn't — ancther Al
coming in, siraight at them.

1 suppose all the pllot- could see was
figures running, which was what he
would expect the Morth Vietnamese to
be doing. You cannot identlfy people
when you are 100 feet up and fying
al 300 miles per hour, 5o he flew In
and dropped four canisters of napalm
on top of them. They exploded right on
target. 1 turned away Insiinctively.

OUT OF THE dense black smoke
caused by the flaming bombs, a group
aof figures cventually emerged, We left
our positions and walked forward,
slowly, hoping the Als would not return,

A little girl, about 9, stumbled for-
ward, harefooted, naked, whimpering,
Three hoys, who T suppose were her
brathers, were with her. The girl's back

wae In shreds, with the skin hanging
off, as If she, had suffered en instant
cage of third-degree sunburn.

As she reached me, she stopped. An
ARVN soldier asked me if 1 had any
water. | emplied my water-bollle on her
back. There's not much you can do for
napalm burns, tul waler does reduce
the surface temperaturg,

The little girl stopped whimpering.
Then, still obviously [0 deep shock, she
wialked along the highway back toward
the refugees cowering beneath thelr
buses and ox-carts.

THE OTHER casualties were far,
[ar worse. There was a baby whose
skin was hanging off so that it looked
like a doll that had been savaged by
wild dogs. The mother, next to the child,
moanegd in a sort of mosotone, Thers
were olher burn cases. 1 Iried not 1o
look too hard.

An ARVN officer sald he had five
men dead and several others wounded,
gome in Lhe fighling add same by (he
papalm

It was one of those incidents that has
happened countless times before in this
war and presumably will happen many
mare limes.

These were South Vietnamese planes
dropping napalm on South Vielmamese
peasants and troops. I belleve the usual
Vietnamese phrase 158 *“Xin Loi"—or
“Sorry about that.™
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SOUTH VIETNAM FORCES FOLLOW TERRIFIED CHILDREN FLEEING MISPLACED NAPALM STRIKE
Girl At Center Hipped 011 Her Burning Clothes; She Suffered Severe Back Burns




