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For nearly two decades, the Future Today Institute has meticulously re-
searched macro forces of change and the emerging trends that result. Our 
focus: understanding how these forces and trends will shape our futures. Our 
15th annual Tech Trends Report identi�es new opportunities for growth and 
potential collaborations in and adjacent to your business. We also highlight 
emerging or atypical threats across most industries, including all levels of 
government. For those in creative �elds, you will �nd a wealth of new ideas 
that will spark your imagination.

Our framework organizes nearly 600 trends into 13 clear categories, which 
are being published as separate reports. Each report includes speci�c use 
cases and recommendations for key roles in many organizations: strategy, 
innovation, R&D, and risk.  

Each trend offers six important insights.
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5. Emerging Players

Individuals, research teams, start-
ups, and other organizations oper-
ating in this space. Mature organi-
zations are included when they are 
producing new contributions.

3. Examples

Real-world use cases, some of 
which should be familiar to you.

4. Disruptive Impact

The implications of this trend on 
your business, government, or 
society.

1. Years on the List

We track longitudinal tech and sci-
ence trends. This measurement in-
dicates how long we have followed 
the trend and its progression.

2. Key Insight

Concise description of this trend 
that can be easily understood and 
repeated to others.

6. Action Scale

FTI�s analysis of what action your 
organization should take.  
Fields include:

� Watch Closely

Mounting evidence and data, 
but more maturity is needed. Use 
this trend to inform your vision, 
planning, and research.

� Informs Strategy

Strong evidence and data. Lon-
ger-term uncertainties remain. 
This trend should inform your 
strategic planning.

� Act Now

Ample evidence and data. This 
trend is already mature and 
requires action.

1
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You will �nd scenarios imagining future worlds as trends evolve 
and converge. Scenarios offer a fresh perspective on trends and 
often challenge your deeply held beliefs. They prompt you to 
consider high-impact, high-uncertainty situations using signals 
available today. 

1. Headline
A short description offering you a glimpse into future changes.

2. Temporal and Emotive Tags
A label explaining both when in the future this scenario is set and 
whether it is optimistic, neutral, pessimistic, or catastrophic. 

3. Narrative
The descriptive elements of our imagined world, including the 
developments leading us to this point in our future history.

Scenario sources:  
The Future Today Institute uses a wide array of qualitative and 
quantitative data to create our scenarios. Some of our typical 
sources include patent �lings, academic preprint servers, ar-
chival research, policy brie�ngs, conference papers, data sets, 
structured interviews with experts, conversations with kids, criti-
cal design, and speculative �ction. 

����� ��������� ��� ��������� �
��� ���� ������ ����
 ��

��������������������������������������������������
�
��	���������������
�
��

�����������������������������������������������������
�
�	��

���������������������������

������������

���������

��������������������

��������������������


	��
	��
	������

��������

�����

���������������

���������������

���•���•������

���������������������������������������������������������������
��	�	�����	���� �
��	����������	������	������������	�������������������������������������	������ �
����	����������������	������������	�������	�	��������

��
����������
������
�����
������
�����������•�����������
�•

�� �� �� � �� �� �
 �	 �� �� �� �� ��� �������•�•�•���•�� ���•�•��  �����

�€�����•���‚•��ƒ�����ƒ•‚‚�������������������

���
����
�������

�������������������•�
���������

SOURCESSCENARIOS00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 1312 Climate,  Energy  & Space


���������	��������
�����������������



5 ' 2022 Future Today Institute

SOURCESOVERVIEW00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 1312 Climate,  Energy  & Space

What�s the new normal? Most of us feel an urgent need to 
get back to normal, especially as we continue to witness 
and endure an unprecedented amount of change. Early 
this year, Russian President Vladimir Putin waged an un-
provoked war against Ukraine, which led to a rapid global 
response. Switzerland broke with tradition and took a side, 
freezing Russian assets and denying entry to oligarchs. 
Anonymous, the global hacker collective, waged a cyber-
war against Russia, in�ltrating government databases and 
state propaganda websites. 

Within the past 12 months, DeepMind solved a 50-year-
old problem in biology, opening up new pathways to 
drug discovery. AI systems proved that they can gener-
ate images and text as well as a human. Facebook and 
Square changed their names to Meta and Block, signaling 
a digital land grab in the emerging Web 3.0. The biggest 
streamers�Net�ix, Disney+, AppleTV, Hulu�discovered a 
formidable competitor in social commerce networks like 
Shein. Seemingly every day, a new set of signals emerge to 
challenge our existing mental models.  

It might feel pointless to forecast the future past a few 
weeks or months. But strategic foresight results in prepa-
rations, not predictions. Trends invite us to consider alter-
native outcomes from those we previously imagined. They 
also unlock something invaluable in each one of us: the 
ability to re-perceive reality. The act of �re-perception� 
awakens you to the possibility of a future that differs from 
your current expectations. It helps you understand that you 
cannot know all things at all times, and that you should be 

curious, rather than absolutely certain, about what you 
perceive in the present.

Our 2022 Tech Trends Report is designed to help you 
re-perceive the world so that you can confront deep un-
certainty, adapt and thrive. In this 15th anniversary edition, 
we have analyzed nearly 600 technology and science 
trends that impact most industry sectors. We created 14 
separate volumes, and each report focuses on a related 
cluster of trends. You will also �nd vivid scenarios depict-
ing the unexpected ways in which the future might unfold. 
In each volume, we discuss the disruptive forces, opportu-
nities and strategies that will in�uence your organization 
in the near future.

Now, more than ever, your organization should examine 
the potential near and long-term impact of tech trends. 
You must factor the trends in this report into your strategic 
thinking for the coming year, and adjust your planning, 
operations and business models accordingly. But we hope 
you will make time for creative exploration. The new nor-
mal is unfolding for those who know how to re-perceive 
signals in the present. 

Amy Webb
CEO
The Future Today Institute




























































































































































