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To the Editor: Recently, Liu et al. (1) described 
the predictors of nonseroconversion after severe 
acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-
CoV-2) infection (36.1% of cases), where nonre-
sponders had significant higher cycle threshold (Ct) 
and were younger. Although a recent study showed 
that 1 dose of mRNA vaccine is sufficiently effective 
in previously infected persons (2), Reynolds et al. re-
ported a previously infected vaccinee who never se-
roconverted (3). We report the case of a previously 
infected vaccinee who did not seroconvert and was 
subsequently reinfected.

In April 2020, a 55-year-old female nursing man-
ager had mild SARS-CoV-2 pneumonia diagnosed 

that did not require admission, confirmed by weakly 
positive genes E and RNA-dependent RNA poly-
merase PCR testing (both Ct >33, near the limit of de-
tection using homemade techniques). Concomitantly, 
her husband experienced symptoms and also tested 
positive, supporting that the woman’s case was not a 
false-positive. One month later, SARS-CoV-2 serolo-
gy revealed no detectable antibodies to nucleocapsid 
or spike (S) proteins.

Despite a low risk for SARS-CoV-2 reinfection in 
a healthcare worker without underlying conditions 
(4) and having been vaccinated with 1 dose of mRNA 
BNT162b2 (Pfizer-BioNTech, https://www.pfizer.
com) in April 2021, as recommended for previously 
infected persons, the woman was reinfected in Sep-
tember 2021 by the Delta variant. She had mild symp-
toms and a high estimated viral load (Ct 26 for genes 
E and N2). Serologic testing at the time of the first de-
tection of reinfection revealed a relatively low titer of 
20 binding antibody units/mL of S antibodies, which 
then increased to 243 BAU/mL 1 month after rein-
fection. Testing to rule out immune deficiency (serum 
protein electrophoresis, quantitative immunoglobu-
lin assay, and assessment for complement deficiency) 
detected no abnormalities.

Our findings support a 2-dose vaccine policy for 
previously infected persons, as applied in the United 
States. This cautious approach is even more relevant 
because neutralizing antibody titers are substantially 
reduced in patients infected with the Delta variant 
(5) and in light of efforts to promote a third dose of 
vaccine, to ensure a stable antibody level over time in 
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persons at high risk of being hospitalized for severe 
coronavirus disease.
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script; and reviewed the manuscript. P.D.T., D.A., and 
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To the Editor: After an initial serosurvey (1) to un-
derstand the prevalence of total antibodies to severe 
acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-
CoV-2) in residents of the Sitakunda subdistrict was 
completed, a large epidemic wave hit the area, and 
nearly all publicly available samples genotyped via GI-
SAID (https://www.gisaid.org) were the SARS-CoV-2 
Delta variant (2,3). Of the total confirmed infections 
during the entire pandemic from the Chattogram Dis-
trict, 48.4% (48,253) were reported June 14–August 31, 
2021. During September 21–October 9, 2021, we revis-
ited all enrolled households and collected blood from 
84% (1,938/2,307) of those tested in our initial serosur-
vey (Appendix Figure, https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/EID/
article/28/2/21-2417-App1.pdf).

We tested 721 of the initially seronegative partici-
pants who agreed to a second blood draw using the 
same Wantai total Ab receptor-binding domain assay 
and found that 68% (492/721) had seroconverted in the 
approximately 3-month period between survey rounds 
(Appendix Table 1). Participation in the second round 
was not associated with serostatus in the first round. 
Among seropositive participants, 87 (18%) had received 
>1 dose of SARS-CoV-2 vaccine, and 28.3% (140/492) 
of those who seroconverted reported having had a sud-
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