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Grey Literature is a field in library and 
Information science that deals with the 
production, distribution, and access to multiple 
document types produced on all levels of 
government, academics, business, and 
organization in electronic and print formats not 
controlled by commercial publishing i.e. where 
publishing is not the primary activity of the 
producing body.
GreyNet http://www.greynet.org/greynethome.html

(accessed 15 September 2015)

Grey Literature



Finding the Hard to Finds: Searching for Grey Literature – 2012 Update 
hlwiki.slais.ubc.ca/images/5/5b/Greylit_manual_2012.doc (accessed 03 November 2015)



Open Access

The literature that should be freely accessible online. 

Scholars give to the world without expectation of 

payment including peer-reviewed journal articles and un-

reviewed preprints - online for comment or to alert 

colleagues 

“Open Access" to this literature means free availability 

on the public internet, permitting any users to read, 

download, copy, distribute, print, search, or link to the full 

texts of these articles; without financial, legal, or 

technical barriers



The authors retain control over the integrity of their work 

and the right to be properly acknowledged and cited.

Two complementary strategies: 

Self-Archiving: Scholars deposit their refereed journal 

articles in open electronic archives. Search engines 

and other tools can treat the separate archives as 

one. 



Open-access Journals: Scholars launch a new 

generation of journals committed to open access, and to 

help existing OA journals ; These new journals will no 

longer invoke copyright to restrict access to and use of 

the material they publish and will not charge subscription 

or access fees, and will turn to other methods for 

covering their expenses.

"Budapest Open Access Initiative," 14 February 2002, 

http://www.soros.org/openaccess/read.shtml. Accessed 16 

September 2015)



Some words of caution

With the development of Open Access publishing, some 

unscrupulous publishers take advantage of authors 

(predatory publishers)

Examples are stand-alone (one title) publishers, the 

publisher is the editor, no formal editorial/review board, 

lack of transparency of publishing operations no policy 

for digital preservation, name of journal is inflated or 

incongruent with journal’s mission, false claim of 

indexing, poor journal standards or practices, 

excessively broad titles, etc.



Useful resources

Check if the journal is listed in the Open Access 

Scholarly Publishers Association oaspa.org or Directory 

of Open Access Journals https://doaj.org/.

How to spot a PREDATORY PUBLISHER.  Claire 

Sewell, University of Cambridge, Office of Scholarly 

Communication. 

University of Witwatersand’s Open Access, A2K & 

Scholarly Communication: Predatory Publishers Libguide

libguides.wits.ac.za/openaccess_a2k_scholarly_commun

ication/Predatory_Publishers



Displayed is the Search page of 

DOAJ - the gateway to almost 10,000 

OA journals and 1.7 million articles.

Note the access via Subject, Journal 

Language and Journal Country plus 

a keyword search tool.



Results for the environmental 

modelling and land use 

search are 542 articles



Displayed is the Journals A-Z listing for BioMed

Central.  BMC is a STM (Science, Technology and 

Medicine) publisher with a large portfolio of peer-

reviewed open access journals; it also contains 

Journals By Subject and keyword search options.



Displayed are the Engineering and

Evironment titles plus part of  the Life 

Sciences listings from BioMed Central.  

Most of these titles are not in R4L 

programmes as they are not registered in 

the Directory of Open Access Journals.



PubMed Central

PubMed Central (PMC) is an archive of articles 

that have been deposited in this free repository.  

Over 4.8 million articles are available.  Access is 

via journal A-Z listing and keyword searches for 

articles are entered into the PMC search box.



Search results for environmental 

modelling of land use changes is 

16,935. Note the access to the 

Article (HTML) and PDF versions 

of the article. 



OPENi is an Open Access Biomedical Image Search Engine 

supported by the U.S. National Library of Medicine. Limits for 

searches include Rank by, Image Type, Subsets, Collections.



Displayed are the environmental modeling of 

land use change search results.  By clicking 

on the image, the text information is 

displayed.  To download, right click on the 

mouse or keypad and save or copy image.



In Google, type Non-governmental 

Organizations Search.  Resources 

for students, faculty, researchers 

and officials.  Results for species 

diversity and drought stress search.



In Google, type Intergovernmental 

Organizations Search Engine.  Resources for 

students, faculty, researchers and officials.  

Results for wind power and innovation search.



Displayed is the search page of the Networked 

Digital Library of Thesis and Dissertations 

(NDLTD) search page.  Note the Advanced search 

tips. Database has over 5,000,000 documents.



The results of the climate change AND 

economic development search are 

displayed (16,454).  Note the selection of 

the 2000 to 2018 Publication year and 

English Language  options.  Click on Read 

more for the full abstract and access to 

the full-text when available.



Now displayed is the full abstract 

with the Links & Documents option. 



Open Grey is a database of 700,000 grey 

literature references in Europe plus links 

to many full-text documents - technical 

or research, doctoral dissertations, 

conference papers and official 

publications.  Search for wind turbine.



432 results for the wind turbine search 

are displayed. The results are 

organized by author, organization, 

discipline, keyword and year.



OpenDOAR is a directory of over 

2600 academic open access 

repositories.  Displayed is the Country 

and Organizations access page.  



Displayed is the CORE search tool 

– an aggregator for accessing 

open access material.   



Now displayed are the results for species 

diversity and climate change. Note the links 

to Languages and Repositories listings.



The Bielefeld Academic Search 

Engine (BASE) can be used to 

identify agriculture related material.  

Search manuka OR teatree



In BASE, 679 hits have been 

identified and are organized by 

Relevance.  Note the other Refine 

Search Results options



In the BASE abstracts, 

Open Access (when 

available) is noted.



Displayed is the link 

to the full-text (open 

access) document. 



Annotated Bibliography of Grey Literature 

Databases
guides.lib.umich.edu/greyliterature

Contains annotated links to Grey Literature gateways 
including a subject based topical list and also How to Search 
for Grey Literature sources.  Developed by University of 
Michigan Taubman Health Sciences Library.  

Grey Literature - part II

hlwiki.slais.ubc.ca/index.php/Grey_literature_-_part_II

Dean Giustini's comprehensive guide to grey literature 
resources includes links to many full-text documents.  Also 
provides tips on search strategies and links to additional 
guides. 

GreySource - Index to Web based Resources in Grey Literature 

www.textrelease.com/images/Tear_Sheet_2.pdf

International list of organizations that produce or process 
grey literature.  Organized by topics that include agriculture, 
environment, humanities and social science, biology and 
medicine, earth science, engineering, and more.



Exercises

This is the end of the ARDI Basic Course Module 7

Complete the exercises for this module in the 

accompanying (exercises) word document

Updated – July, 2018


