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Welcome to AI Matters 7(2)
Iolanda Leite, co-editor (Royal Institute of Technology (KTH); aimatters@sigai.acm.org)
Anuj Karpatne, co-editor (Virginia Tech; aimatters@sigai.acm.org)
DOI: 10.1145/3478369.3478370

Issue overview

Welcome to the second issue of this year’s AI
Matters Newsletter.

We start with a report on upcoming SIGAI
Events by Dilini Samarasinghe and Confer-
ence reports by Louise Dennis, our confer-
ence coordination officer. In our regular Ed-
ucation column, Carolyn Rosé discusses the
role of AI in education in a post-pandemic re-
ality. We then bring you our regular Policy col-
umn, where Larry Medsker covers interesting
and timely discussions on AI policy, for exam-
ple whether governments should play a role in
reducing algorithmic bias. This issue closes
with an article contribution from Li Dong, one
of the runner-ups in the latest AAIS/SIGAI dis-
sertation award, on the use neural models to
build natural language interfaces.

The editorial team wishes a great summer to
all SIGAI community members!

Copyright c© 2021 by the author(s).

Special Issue: AI For Social Good
Recognizing the potential of AI in solv-
ing some of the most pressing challenges
facing our society, we are excited to an-
nounce that the next Newsletter of AI Mat-
ters will be a special issue on the theme
of “AI for Social Good.” We solicit arti-
cles that discuss how AI applications and/or
innovations have resulted in a meaning-
ful impact on a societally relevant prob-
lem, including problems in the domains of
health, agriculture, environmental sustain-
ability, ecological forecasting, urban plan-
ning, climate science, education, social
welfare and justice, ethics and privacy, and
assistive technology for people with dis-
abilities. We also encourage submissions
on emerging problems where AI advances
have the potential to influence a transfor-
mative change, and perspective articles
that highlight the challenges faced by cur-
rent standards of AI to have a societal im-
pact and opportunities for future research
in this area. More details to be coming soon
on http://sigai.acm.org/aimatters. Please
get in touch with us if you have any ques-
tions!

Submit to AI Matters!
Thanks for reading! Don’t forget to send
your ideas and future submissions to AI
Matters! We’re accepting articles and
announcements now for the next issue.
Details on the submission process are
available at http://sigai.acm.org/aimatters.

3

aimatters@sigai.acm.org
aimatters@sigai.acm.org
http://dx.doi.org/10.1145/3478369.3478370
http://sigai.acm.org/aimatters
http://sigai.acm.org/aimatters


AI MATTERS, VOLUME 7, ISSUE 2 JUNE 2021

Iolanda Leite is co-editor
of AI Matters. She is
an Associate Professor
at the School of Electri-
cal Engineering and Com-
puter Science at the KTH
Royal Institute of Technol-
ogy in Sweden. Her re-
search interests are in the

areas of Human-Robot Interaction and Arti-
ficial Intelligence. She aims to develop au-
tonomous socially intelligent robots that can
assist people over long periods of time.

Anuj Karpatne is co-
editor of AI Matters. He
is an Assistant Profes-
sor in the Department of
Computer Science at Vir-
ginia Polytechnic Institute
and State University (Vir-
ginia Tech). He leads the
Physics-Guided Machine

Learning (PGML) Lab at Virginia Tech, where
he develops novel ways of integrating sci-
entific knowledge (or physics) with machine
learning methods to accelerate scientific dis-
covery from data.
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Events
Dilini Samarasinghe (University of New South Wales; d.samarasinghe@adfa.edu.au)
DOI: 10.1145/3478369.3478371

This section features information about up-
coming events relevant to the readers of AI
Matters, including those supported by SIGAI.
We would love to hear from you if you are
are organizing an event and would be inter-
ested in cooperating with SIGAI. For more
information about conference support visit
sigai.acm.org/activities/requesting sponsor-
ship.html.

The 5th International Conference on
Information and Knowledge Systems
(ICIKS’21)
Online Conference, June 22-23, 2021
https://iciks.org/
ICIKS 2021 aims to gather both researchers
and practitioners in the fields of Informa-
tion Systems, Artificial Intelligence, Knowl-
edge Management and Decision Support in
promoting discussions on various organiza-
tional, technological, and socio-cultural as-
pects of research in the design and use of in-
formation and knowledge systems in organi-
zations. The conference expects to feature re-
search related to the design, implementation,
and use of information and knowledge sys-
tems that take into consideration the cultural
context of the organizations, and the view-
points of their shareholders. Researchers and
practitioners are invited to share recent ad-
vances in methodologies, models and tools
concerning decision processes and informa-
tion and knowledge systems that contribute to
the success of digital transformation in orga-
nizations. The conference program includes
three tracks on: privacy, legal and ethical is-
sues in information and knowledge systems;
knowledge transfer in the age of artificial in-
telligence; and E-learning in pandemic time:
challenges and opportunities.

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, the
conference will be held online this year. Reg-
istrations to the conference are currently open
and please refer to the conference website for
more detail on registration and the program.

Copyright c© 2021 by the author(s).

The 18th International Conference on
Artificial Intelligence and Law 2021
(ICAIL 2021)
Online Conference, June 21-25, 2021
https://icail.lawgorithm.com.br/
The ICAIL conference is the primary interna-
tional conference addressing research in Arti-
ficial Intelligence and Law, and has been or-
ganized biennially since 1987 under the aus-
pices of the International Association for Arti-
ficial Intelligence and Law (IAAIL). It provides
a forum for the presentation and discussion of
the latest research results and practical appli-
cations in the area fostering interdisciplinary
and international collaboration. The confer-
ence will feature a main track for technical pa-
pers, a demonstration track, workshops, tu-
torials, a doctoral consortium and best paper
prizes. The research contributions focus on
a variety of topics with particular attention on
three tracks: innovative applications in AI and
Law; ethical and legal issues of AI technology
and its applications; and reproducible results
and data.

The conference will be held online due to the
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. Registrations to
the conference are currently open and please
refer to the conference website for more detail
on registration and the program.

The 11th International Conference on
Knowledge Capture (KCAP 2021)
Online Conference, December 2-3, 2021
https://www.k-cap.org/2021/
KCAP is aimed at attracting researchers from
diverse areas of Artificial Intelligence, includ-
ing knowledge representation, knowledge ac-
quisition, intelligent user interfaces, problem-
solving and reasoning, planning, agents, text
extraction, machine learning, information en-
richment, and visualization. It also encour-
ages the participation of researchers inter-
ested in cyber-infrastructures to foster publica-
tion, retrieval, reuse, and integration of data.
The conference highlights the importance of
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precise and scalable knowledge capture given
the increasing demand for higher quality, ac-
curate information that can be effectively and
unambiguously used.

In light of promoting discussions around this
area, the conference seeks to publish cutting-
edge research on topics of interest that in-
clude but not limited to work on: knowledge
capture for mulitimodal data and semantic
web; problem-solving knowledge and meth-
ods; knowledge engineering and knowledge
governance; ontology design patterns; and
addressing scalability issues for distributed
knowledge graphs.
Submission deadline: September 15, 2021

The 13th International Joint
Conference on Knowledge Discovery,
Knowledge Engineering and
Knowledge Management (IC3K 2021)
Online Conference, 25-27 October, 2021
http://www.ic3k.org/
The purpose of the IC3K is to bring together
researchers, engineers and practitioners on
the areas of knowledge discovery, knowledge
engineering and knowledge management.
IC3K is composed of three co-located confer-
ences, each specialized in at least one of the
three main knowledge areas. The conference
seeks high quality research work submissions
for the regular track, position papers, work-
shops, doctoral consortium, special sessions,
tutorials, and demos.

Submission deadlines: Position Papers:
June 25, 2021; Doctoral Consortium: July 30,
2021; Special Sessions: July 30, 2021; Tutori-
als/Demos/Panels: September 13, 2021

The First International Conference on
AI-ML-Systems (AIMLSystems’21)
Bangalore, India, October 21-23, 2021
https://www.aimlsystems.org/2021/
AIMLSystems’21 is organized for the first time
with the intention to cover the white-space at
the intersection of research on data-intensive
AI/ML techniques and systems engineering.
The conference aims to bring out and high-
light the natural connections between the two
fields. Specifically, it is expected to explore
how immense strides in AI/ML techniques

are made possible through computational sys-
tems research, how the use of AI/ML can help
in the continuous and workload-driven design
space exploration of computational systems
and, the use of AI/ML in the design of socio-
economic systems such as public healthcare,
and security. The conference series is an ini-
tiative of the COMSNETS Association, a not-
for-profit organization, which has organized
the prestigious COMSNETS networking con-
ference each year since 2009.

Topics of interest for research papers are
broadly categorized into three streams: sys-
tems for AI/ML such as CPU/GPU architec-
tures, embedded hardware, and hardware ef-
ficient ML methods; AI/ML for systems such
as AI/ML for compiler optimization, networks
and power management; and applications of
AI/ML in socio-economic systems design such
as applications of AI/ML in financial systems,
and cyber-physical systems.
Submission deadline: July 13, 2021

Dilini Samarasinghe is
the Assistant Conference
Coordination Officer for
ACM SIGAI, and a re-
search associate at the
University of New South
Wales. Her research is
in Artificial Intelligence,
Multi-agent Systems and
Evolutionary Compu-
tation. Contact her at

d.samarasinghe@adfa.edu.au.
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