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The Thinking Person’s Bar is Realized at
The Interval
By Schuyler Bailey on September 25, 2014 3:30 PM

Bottles of Long Now gin or single malt whiskey (pictured here atop the 10,000­year clock prototype), created

exclusively for The Interval by Lance Winters of St. George Spirits, hang in the rafters above the bar. They’re

available with a $1,500 donation to the foundation. Photograph by Andrew Paynter 

Did the advent of alcohol mark the beginning of human civilization or vice versa?
That existential question is up for debate, but according to Alexander Rose, executive
director of the futurist Long Now Foundation, man and booze are inextricably linked. Such
is the cocktail fodder you’ll find yourself pondering at The Interval, Long Now’s salon-
slash-bar on the first floor of the foundation’s Fort Mason headquarters. “We’re drawing
from the idea of the coffeehouses and teahouses of the Enlightenment, as gathering places
for thoughtful dialogue,” explains Rose.

Patrons of The Interval have plenty of conversation starters around them, including the
Manual for Civilization (a collection of 3,500 books, destined for the cafe’s two-story
library and intended to restart a post-apocalyptic society), a prototype of the 10,000-year
clock that Long Now is building in west Texas (repurposed here into a table), and even the
unabridged cocktail tome (ahem, menu) of bar manager Jennifer Colliau. In alignment
with Long Now’s futuristic thinking, Colliau—a Slanted Door vet, founder of Small Hand
Foods artisanal cocktail syrups, and bona fide spirits nerd—has culled her menu based on
concepts of, and moments in, time. The daiquiri section, for instance, harks back to 1930s
Cuba, when Ernest Hemingway was imbibing the rum concoctions there daily. Also on
offer from the bar: wine, coffee, tea, bar bites, and the storied Dogfish Head Midas Touch
beer, made from a 2,700-year-old recipe discovered in the great Turkish king’s tomb.

In the coming weeks, The Interval will welcome two automatons to its staff. You’ll find the
gin robot behind the bar. Using the instructions parlayed via a connected wireless device, it
will blend custom concoctions of up to 15 botanicals from St. George Spirits. And Long
Now speaker events will be enhanced by the chalkboard robot’s in-the-moment
illustrations. It was only a matter of time.

This article was published in 7x7's October 2014 issue. Click here to subscribe.

under Eat + Drink, October Hot 20 2014

Download the Big Eat App

Download the Big Drink App

The Big Drink 2014: 50 Cocktails to Try Before
You Die

The Big Eat 2014: 100 Things to Try Before
You Die

The 2012 Big To-Do SF: 100 Things To Do
Before You Die

The Big Veg 2011: 50 Vegetarian (Or Vegan)
Things to Eat Before You Die

The Big Sweet SF: 50 Treats to Eat Before You
Die

50 Things to Do in Wine Country Before You
Die

Four Awesome Northern California Hot
Springs

Download the Big Eat App

Download the Big Drink App

The Big Drink 2014: 50 Cocktails to Try Before
You Die

The Big Eat 2014: 100 Things to Try Before
You Die

The 2012 Big To-Do SF: 100 Things To Do
Before You Die

The Big Veg 2011: 50 Vegetarian (Or Vegan)
Things to Eat Before You Die

The Big Sweet SF: 50 Treats to Eat Before You
Die

50 Things to Do in Wine Country Before You
Die

Four Awesome Northern California Hot
Springs

6Like

http://events.7x7.com/
http://www.7x7.com/wine-country
http://www.7x7.com/tahoe
http://www.7x7.com/highway-1
http://www.7x7.com/east-bay
http://www.7x7.com/marin
http://www.7x7.com/eat-drink
http://www.7x7.com/style
http://www.7x7.com/culture
http://www.7x7.com/play
http://www.7x7.com/tech
http://www.7x7.com/travel
http://www.7x7.com/parties
http://www.7x7.com/weddings
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.7x7.com%2Feat-drink%2Fthinking-person-s-bar-realized-interval&text=The%20Thinking%20Person%E2%80%99s%20Bar%20is%20Realized%20at%20The%20Interval&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.7x7.com%2Feat-drink%2Fthinking-person-s-bar-realized-interval%23.VG_yAVV7YJI.twitter&via=7x7
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.7x7.com%2Feat-drink%2Fthinking-person-s-bar-realized-interval
javascript:void(0)
http://www.7x7.com/user/242
http://www.theinterval.org/
https://www.pubservice.com/hdsubnew.aspx?PC=S7&PK=M217X71
http://www.7x7.com/eat-drink
http://www.7x7.com/tags/october-hot-20-2014
http://www.7x7.com/eat-drink/dreams-do-come-true-big-eat-app-here
http://www.7x7.com/eat-drink/wagon-can-wait-download-big-drink-app
http://www.7x7.com/eat-drink/big-drink-2014-50-cocktails-try-you-die#/0
http://www.7x7.com/eat-drink/big-eat-2014#/0
http://www.7x7.com/arts-culture/100-things-do-you-die
http://www.7x7.com/eat-drink/big-veg-50-vegetarian-or-vegan-things-eat-you-die-sf
http://www.7x7.com/eat-drink/50-treats-eat-sf-you-die
http://www.7x7.com/wine-country/wine-country-do-50-things-do-napa-and-sonoma-you-die
http://www.7x7.com/travel-active/four-awesome-northern-california-hot-springs
http://www.7x7.com/eat-drink/dreams-do-come-true-big-eat-app-here
http://www.7x7.com/eat-drink/wagon-can-wait-download-big-drink-app
http://www.7x7.com/eat-drink/big-drink-2014-50-cocktails-try-you-die#/0
http://www.7x7.com/eat-drink/big-eat-2014#/0
http://www.7x7.com/arts-culture/100-things-do-you-die
http://www.7x7.com/eat-drink/big-veg-50-vegetarian-or-vegan-things-eat-you-die-sf
http://www.7x7.com/eat-drink/50-treats-eat-sf-you-die
http://www.7x7.com/wine-country/wine-country-do-50-things-do-napa-and-sonoma-you-die
http://www.7x7.com/travel-active/four-awesome-northern-california-hot-springs
http://www.facebook.com/7x7
http://twitter.com/7x7
https://plus.google.com/111611001602474657022
mailto:tips@7x7.com
http://www.7x7.com/feed
http://followgram.me/7x7sf
http://pinterest.com/7x7sf/
http://www.7x7.com/


Copyright 2014 7x7
 

About Us  Contact  Advertise  Terms of Service  Privacy  Internships & Jobs

Tweet 8 2 5

Oakland Eats: Two New Coffee Spots
and a Friday Night Beer Fest

Previous Posting

Where To Find Tasty "Queso" Dip In
San Francisco

Next Posting

More Eat + Drink Postings

East Bay Eats: A New Pub, Pie, and
Sunday Supper
1 comment • 16 days ago

Mel Magsaysay — Love Jack's Oyster
& Fish House! Chef Nate and culinary
crew are very talented …

We Wanna Be Friends With
Legendary Chef and Niners Fan …
1 comment • 9 days ago

Ryan Stenson — Love that Saison is a
"neighborhood favorite"

The Michelin Diet: Spruce
1 comment • 4 days ago

Erica Robinson — this might be the
best restaurant review I've ever read.

5 Reasons to Get Outside With The
One You Love
1 comment • 10 days ago

IGoToSam's — If you're feeling like a
hike, Berkeley's fire trails are gorgeous
and exhilarating, and go …

ALSO ON 7X7 SAN FRANCISCO

0 Comments 7x7 San Francisco  Login

Sort by Newest Share ⤤

Start the discussion…

Be the first to comment.

WHAT'S THIS?

Subscribe✉ Add Disqus to your sited Privacy

Favorite ★

Add Comment

6Like

http://www.7x7.com/about-us
http://www.7x7.com/contact
http://www.7x7.com/advertise
http://www.7x7.com/terms-service
http://www.7x7.com/privacy-policy
http://www.7x7.com/7x7-internship-and-job-opportunities
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.7x7.com%2Feat-drink%2Fthinking-person-s-bar-realized-interval&text=The%20Thinking%20Person%E2%80%99s%20Bar%20is%20Realized%20at%20The%20Interval&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.7x7.com%2Feat-drink%2Fthinking-person-s-bar-realized-interval%23.VG_yAbOjT_4.twitter&via=7x7
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.7x7.com%2Feat-drink%2Fthinking-person-s-bar-realized-interval
javascript:void(0)
http://www.7x7.com/eat-drink/east-bay-restaurant-openings-and-news-3
http://www.7x7.com/eat-drink/where-find-tasty-queso-dip-san-francisco
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.7x7.com%2Feat-drink%2Feast-bay-eats-new-pub-pie-and-sunday-supper%3AGl6yRWw0OqU5nk2pzWzQgc3hA_E&imp=64dp8sg1td59tb&prev_imp=64dn31s4j9nen&forum_id=1372730&forum=7x7sf&thread_id=3054281066&major_version=metadata&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Aheadline%3Aalgo_test%3Adefault&thread=3196244646&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.7x7.com%2Feat-drink%2Feast-bay-eats-new-pub-pie-and-sunday-supper%3AGl6yRWw0OqU5nk2pzWzQgc3hA_E&imp=64dp8sg1td59tb&prev_imp=64dn31s4j9nen&forum_id=1372730&forum=7x7sf&thread_id=3054281066&major_version=metadata&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Aheadline%3Aalgo_test%3Adefault&thread=3196244646&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.7x7.com%2Feat-drink%2Fwe-wanna-be-friends-legendary-chef-and-niners-fan-michael-mina%3A_OQuWxqTuBKmdm5kEAunORu2Yoc&imp=64dp8sg1td59tb&prev_imp=64dn31s4j9nen&forum_id=1372730&forum=7x7sf&thread_id=3054281066&major_version=metadata&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Aheadline%3Aalgo_test%3Adefault&thread=3218083095&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.7x7.com%2Feat-drink%2Fwe-wanna-be-friends-legendary-chef-and-niners-fan-michael-mina%3A_OQuWxqTuBKmdm5kEAunORu2Yoc&imp=64dp8sg1td59tb&prev_imp=64dn31s4j9nen&forum_id=1372730&forum=7x7sf&thread_id=3054281066&major_version=metadata&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Aheadline%3Aalgo_test%3Adefault&thread=3218083095&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.7x7.com%2Feat-drink%2Fmichelin-diet-spruce%3A3hV5fbD34qMBOZ4DB9Xe137lMvo&imp=64dp8sg1td59tb&prev_imp=64dn31s4j9nen&forum_id=1372730&forum=7x7sf&thread_id=3054281066&major_version=metadata&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Aheadline%3Aalgo_test%3Adefault&thread=3235623531&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.7x7.com%2Feat-drink%2Fmichelin-diet-spruce%3A3hV5fbD34qMBOZ4DB9Xe137lMvo&imp=64dp8sg1td59tb&prev_imp=64dn31s4j9nen&forum_id=1372730&forum=7x7sf&thread_id=3054281066&major_version=metadata&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Aheadline%3Aalgo_test%3Adefault&thread=3235623531&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.7x7.com%2Fplay%2F5-reasons-get-outside-one-you-love%3AprhW9E2l20F_njsum9oJ-NRVcw8&imp=64dp8sg1td59tb&prev_imp=64dn31s4j9nen&forum_id=1372730&forum=7x7sf&thread_id=3054281066&major_version=metadata&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Aheadline%3Aalgo_test%3Adefault&thread=3214899228&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.7x7.com%2Fplay%2F5-reasons-get-outside-one-you-love%3AprhW9E2l20F_njsum9oJ-NRVcw8&imp=64dp8sg1td59tb&prev_imp=64dn31s4j9nen&forum_id=1372730&forum=7x7sf&thread_id=3054281066&major_version=metadata&bin=embed%3Apromoted_discovery%3Aheadline%3Aalgo_test%3Adefault&thread=3214899228&zone=thread&area=discovery
https://disqus.com/home/discussions/7x7sf/the_thinking_persons_bar_is_realized_at_the_interval/
https://disqus.com/home/forums/7x7sf/
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
http://disqus.com/
https://disqus.com/websites/?utm_source=7x7sf&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/1657951?utm_source=disqus&utm_medium=embed-footer&utm_content=privacy-btn
http://www.7x7.com/eat-drink

