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Code Poet

© Follow

@ (0t POET

BETTINB PRICING Rlﬁl'l'
: l

BOOKS

Pricing is hard work. Read what WordPress pros have to say
on how to set your price and how to charge for your work.

Never, ever work with out a contract. It's like skydiving
without a parachute: sure to end in disaster.

Customer Dev for
Product Managers

Devine what your customers
need, not just what they

Relentlessly
Resourceful Article

Relentlessly resourceful: the
tenacious ability to rip down

Because you make things with WordPress

Read about how three WP pros use fluid images, fluid grids,
and media queries to create responsive WordPress sites.

D~

Meet Wes Chyrchel, a WordPress pro with a motto: “only
simple solutions will win."

INTERVIEWS

s Starter Theme

Twenty Eleven

The default theme for
WordPress in 2011. Chock

The starter theme _s,
available on GitHub, tackles

New Post

WHAT'S THIS ABOUT

Code Poet is a resource
for anyone building sites

with WordPress. M

WORDPRESS 1] TEST

How well do you know
WordPress?
and figure out how

knowledgable you are.

BROWSE BY TOPIC

Michael
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B WHAT’'S THE ONE THING =

YOU WISH SOMEONE TOLD YOU R

B WHEN EIU WERE STARTING UUT WLW
I BUT YOU ENDED UP LEARNING [
| B THE HARD WAY? | ' Tk
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i PLUGINS & THEMES

& CLIENTS

3. 700 GOOD TO MISS OU
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BUT DIDN'T FIT EITHER
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_OF THE ABOVE.
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THE PROBLEM
WITH THEME

-y S ,‘1 A v 3 - - "

o . ) - W -(‘6 A" . - “‘— pr & s ".‘-h"- )

: \ ML . . ’ METS < SRBR o X
. o A v v - . .
3 Rpded . ') & o f ‘ b g Y o ! .
o . . . . . y W - " . ! ; ) Q'.
. P ’ e o e 3 > » : . 4

! ' : .4 N R o D L o Sl Ty LN 'y i ﬁ_/. Al \ !

€SS

.

-

S 1. BREAK 'ITV\J(‘!JRP UPIJT‘



THE PRUBLEM 550 st
. / Ty “ &, LA
T T R

e -'.'. ,z’ J*u e 3\ \

T BREAKWWITH WURDPRESS UPDATES

r

/.
. J

‘4

o
‘4 h‘ ‘:,N’ ipw
. .

2. TURN OUT TO HAVE SECURITY G
PROBLEMS S



o P <
THE PRUBLEM = F°C “asmees s
'). ' ; ‘:ﬁ b .' "p.
. e ol ~g¢':"h“ G
QA . A5 AT AR

\

"’."’ﬁ‘;z "3;3

- .;\ " ) - ‘:‘:% d\ " o y

1. BREAK WIT WORDPRESS UPDATES

\ i~ A
= - .\y’\.’. !.; . -.‘ 3 ) d 4

o TURN oUT TD HAVE SECURITY
PROBLEMS

w@,.»e“adsx 4 i

el 3. POOR PERFURMANCE
Y | CAN'T HANDLE RAFFIC]\

e’



\'T PUT ALL YOUR FAITH
IA PLUG-IN. USE THEM
WHEN YOU MUST, BUT IF YOU
OC YOU'RE AT THE MERCY OF

THE PLUG-IN MAKER.
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PLUGINS RECOMMENDED BY
A CLIENT TURN OUT TO BE ‘

A BAD IDEA.




LUGINS CAN SAVE
ALOT @F WORK.
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| WISH | HAD NOT BEEN
AFRAID TO PAY GOOD MONEY
FOR SERVICES. I'LL DROP $100
ON A PLUGIN IN A HEARTBEAT
IF IT SAVES ME AN HOUR OR

TWO OF WORK.




PR T IS MUCHEASIERT

START FRESH DEVELOPING

e il “YOUR OWN PLUGIN, THAN 70

e COBBLE TOGETHER A “UTILITY

o = t..,.-\A\‘

e “ ELT” OF “OTHER PEDPLE’
' PLUGINS” TRYING TOC
WHAT'S NEEDED.
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8 1. ONLY USE PLUGINS FROM
88 REPUTABLE SOURCES
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TIPS FOR PLUGINS ',
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1, UNLY USE PLUGINS FRUM

REPUTABLE SUURCES
2 DNLY USE PLUGINS THAT HAVE

BEEN UPDATED
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1. ONLY USE PLUGINS FROM
REPUTABLE SUURCES _
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2 ONLY USE PLUGINS THAT HAVE
BEEN UPDATED
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1. ONLY USE PLUGlNS FROM
REPUTABLE SUURCES
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2. ONLY USE PLUGINS THAT HAVE
_BEEN UPDATED‘J,

BUNCH TOGETHER

T A S AR A Y

CHECK PLUGIN PERFDRMANCE
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TIPS FOR THEMES -
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1. ONLY USE THEMES FROM
REPUTABLE SOURCES
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2. ONLY USE THEMES THAT HAVE
BEEN UPDATED
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EASE [F USE AND THE
FIVE MINUTE INSTALL,
WHICH IS THIRTY SECONDS

ON MY HOSTING PROVIDER.




FLEXIBILITY FOR THE
DEVELOPER AND EASE OF
USE FOR THE CONSUMER
THROUGH THE DASHBUOARAD.
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EASE OF USE FOR MY
“id-10-t” CUSTOMERS







YOU OON'T HAVE TO REINVENT THE
WHEEL. THE MOST IMPORTANT TRHING
INQEVELOPMENT IS TO COLLECT AND
ORksANIZE TOOLS/CODE/RESOURCES
SO THAT YOU CAN REUSE THEM AND
BUILI UPON THEM. THAT IS WHY THE

OPEN-SOURCE CBMMUNITY IS SO
IMPORTANT AND VITAL 'R PROGRESS.




——
———

_5

¢
o'

%,

2% TO RELY HEAVILY ON THE COMMUNITY. §
" THE COMMUNITY ROCKS!
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| WISH SOMEONE HAD PUSHED ME TO
HELPE OUT IN THE FORUMS MORE. ONCE

| REALIZED THAT ICOULD ANSWER BASIC @

QUESTIONS, MY SKILLS GREATLY
IMPROVED. THE MORE ' HELPED, THE
BETTER | GOT. | STARTED OUT WITH
WORIOPRESS (IN MY OWN, AND FOUND
A COMMUNITY.
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“BUILE IT AND THEY WILL COME” IS A
BIGFAT LIE. WHEN | STARTED OUT |
THOUGHT THAT IF | JUST PUT UP A
DECENT WEBSITE, I'D HAVE ALL KINDS

OF CLIENTS KNGQCKING AT MY BOGR.
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USE CONTRACTS WITH CLIENTS
EARLY. IT PROTECTS YOU AND |
THE CLIENT, AND KEEPS THE
PLAYING FIELD EVEN. TAKE A
DEPOSIT BEFORE STARTING

. WORK, TOO.




BILL CLIENTS UP FRONT OR AT
LEAST ASK FOR DESPOSITS, AND
DEN'T STRESS ABOUT CONTRACTS
(THEY'RE ACTUALLY NOT WOPRTH
THE TIME IF T31E JOB AMOUNT THEY
COVER IS LESS THAN THE LAWYER'S

FEES NEEDED TO PURSUE A
CONTRACT BREACH.)




¥  BE VERY SELECTIVE IN CHDOSING
YOUR CLIENTS. WHILE YOU MAY
PERIODICALLY END UP PASSING
UP A POTENTIALLY GOOD CLIENT,
THE COST TO YOUR SUSINESS
TAKING ON A BAD ONE IS ONE

YOU CAN'T AFFORD WHEN
YOU'RE STARTING UP.




FREELANCING IS INCREDIBLY HARD,
TIME-CONSUMING WORK; YOU SPEND
ASMUCH TIME LOOKING FOR CLIENTS

AS YOU DO WORKING. NO MATTER HUW
EASY YOU MAKE WORDPRESS FOR
YOUR CLIENT TO USE, THEY WILL
MANGLE IT, AND YOU WILL HAVE TO
COME IN AND CLEAN u?P THEIR MESS.
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THE CLIENT IS NEVER
ABSOLUTELY RIGHT.
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WOROPRESS PROS ON SETTING
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meet

RESPONSIVE DESIGN




MARK JAQUITH

COVEREDWEBSERVICES.COM




REMKUS DE VRIES
FORSITEMEDIA.NET
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WHEN | FIRST STARTED WEB
DESIGN | WAS CODING USING
NOTEPAD. THEN FLASH
BECAME BIG AND | USED THAT
A BUNCH. | WISH SCMEBODY
WOULD HAVE TOLD ME THAT

THEY WOULD ALL GO TO SHIT
ONE DAY.




WISH SOMEONE WOULD HAVE
REMINDED ME ABOUT THE PRIVACY
SETTINGS. CLIENT WONDERS WHY
THEY AREN'T IN GOOGLE BUT | HAVE
ACCIBDENTALLY BLOCKED THEM
THANKS TO THE WORDPRESS SETTING.

KINDA LIKE DRIVING WITH THE
PARKING BRAKE ON.




| LEARNED THE HARD WAY

THAT THE DISTRACTION FREE
WRITING ENVIRONMENT DOES
NOT REMOVE YOUR WIFE AND

KIDS FROM THE HOUSE.
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